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SPONSORS IN TV-RADIO SPREE 





- TV's Cross-the-Board Smoke Rings 


Cigaret manufacturers ere so firmly entrenched in television to- 
day that they are represented in the bigtime network programming 
sweepstakes (aside from spot business) on a seven-nights-a-week 


basis. This, too, does not include 


the Camel-sponsored news show 


heard cross-the-board on NBC-TV, or the Philip Morris-sponsored 
Herb Shriner six-times-a-week CBS program (which is being can- 


celled). 
Here's the night-to-night lineup 


Sunday: Chesterfield: Perry Como show on NBC. 


Monday: Philip Morris: ‘Candid 


Camera” on CBS; Lucky Strike: 


the upcoming Robert Montgomery hour-long dramatic series on 


NBC. 


Tuesday: Old Gold “Original Amateur Hour” on NBC. 
Wednesday: Chesterfield: Arthur Godfrey on CBS. 
Thursday: Old Gold: “Stop the Music” on ABC; U. S. Tobacco’s 


“Martin Kane” on NBC, 


Friday: Camel: “Man Against Crime” on CBS; Pall Mall’s “Big 


Story” on NBC alternate weeks. 


Saturday: Camel’s “Ed Wynn Show” on CBS. 





c——_—-_- 





Robt. Montgomery's Bid to Cement 


TV-Pix Ties i 

Robert Montgomery, first 
name film personality to enter 
television on a full scale, is set- 
ting as his prime objective the ce- | 
menting of relationships between 
the now-battling film and TV in-| 
dustries. As exec producer on the | 
upcoming “Lucky Strike Theatre” 
via NBC-TV, Montgomery is lin- 
ing up a series of outstanding film 
properties and hopes to be able to 
get ace film players for the leads. 
By concentrating on the picture 
angles, consequently, he hopes the 
series can become a means of liai- 
son between the two media for the 
mutual benefit of both. 

Lucky Strike series, which will 
be aired on an alternate week ba- 
sis, kicks off Jan. 30 in the 9:30 
to 10:30 p. m. period. Preem show 
will be “The Letter,” with Made- 
feine Carroll starred, adapted from 
the Warner picture which starred 
Bette Davis. On tap for succeed- 
ing stanzas are Jane Wyatt in 
“Kitty Foyle,” which RKO filmed 
with Ginger Rogers; Montgomery 
himself repeating the role he 
played in Universal’s “Ride the 
Pink Horse”; “Arrowsmith” and 
Our Town,” both released by 
United Artists; “Forsaking All 
Others,” in which Montgomery co- 
starred with Clark Gable and Joan 
Crawtord for Metro, and U’s “Egg 

(Continued on page 55) 
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German Province Uses 
Opera Pix to Build Its 
Rep as Tourist Lure 


Stuttgart, Jan. 17. 

The West German state of Wurt- 
enberg-Baden is going to put fea- 
eg films to a novel use in an at- 
~ pt to build up the reputation 
- its state opera house at Stutt- 
Sart. State legislature has voted 
4Ppropriation of funds to produce 
rage tri-lingual operatic pix, made 
leita Stuttgart opera house, for 
as dwide distribution. Eagle Lion 
etal = an to handle “Hansel and 
pe first of the series. 

gislature took action as a way 


‘Continued on page 55) 


Fulltime NBC Role 








week. 


Sales 


Exhib Thinks Burley 
Can Aid TV-Dented B.O. 


East Rutherford, N. J., Jan. 17. 


Television has kayoed his busl- 
ness, Meyer Phillips, manager of 
the Rex theatre, declared last 
He asked the civie fathers 
for permission to install a bur- 


'lesque policy. 


Reserving decision, the mayor 
and council suggested the mana- 
ger’s reason for making the change 


be aired in the press, and a ruling | 


- 


; 


| cial outlook. 


AANKROLLE 
AY CIGGIE 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


The start of 1950 finds the tele- 
vision broadcasters taking con- 





siderable heart over the commer- | 
There’s litthe doubt | 


| but that ’50 will be a banner year 


‘on coin intake. It’s reflected on 
several fronts: 
1. The TV_ foothold’ already 


/such = as 


established by the heavy spenders, 
General Foods, Lever 
Bros., the cigaret companies, Proc- 
ter & Gamble, ete. 

2. The now-established certain- 
ty that, at least in 1950, the spon- 
sorship coin allocated to video will 
not be siphoned off radio (which 
in turn has cued a lot of chest- 
thumping on, the part of the AM 
broadcasters’. 

3. The equally established cer- 
tainty that the heavy goods clients, 
notably in the automotive field, 
who never actually established a 


, permanent franchise in radio but 


would later be made in accordance | 


with the public’s wishes. 


Disk, Sheet Music 
Hit High C-for-Coin 


Sales reaction in both the re- 
cording and sheet music fields 
have taken a decided turn for the 
better since the first of the year. 
And disk companies, music job- 
bers and publishers have taken a 
fairly solid optimistic attitude to- 





ward the immediate future. By 
“fairly solid’ optimism is meant 
that fingers are crossed in the 


hope that rising sales curves won't 
be cut down again by additional 
industrial strikes, particularly in 
the mid-western area wherein lies 
the greatest sales potential of 
either field. That happened late 
last summer, when things began 
looking rosy. 

One facet of the upturn has 
execs in both recording and music 
fields happy. They have watched 
interest since the holidays 
ended spread slowly over a greater 
number of records and_ disks. 
There’s no really hot single seller 
in either category, but Decca 
points to 20 disks selling in solid 
figures; Victor asserts that it had 
16 single platters which drew 
orders for more than 10,000 copies 
last week And the remaining 

(Continued on page 47) 


were in-and-out spenders, will 
stake a major claim in ‘50 in the 
commercial TV sweepstakes. 

The cigaret companies go into 
the new year with billings leader- 


ship, represented with major net- | 


work programming (see adjoining 

box) every night of the week. 

Chesterfield, American Tobacco 
(Continued on page 53) 





RKO Rushes ‘Stromboli’ 


Despite Embarrassing 
Ingrid-Roberto Parallel 


Despite some references in the 
film that, it is feared, embarrass- 
ingly parallel the real-life friend- 
ship of Ingrid Bergman and Ro- 
berto Rossellini, RKO is rushing 
“Stromboli” into release in mid- 
February. It is understood the 
company will seek a large number 
of day-and-date bookings for a 
splash preem and may ask 50% 
terms. . 

Sales execs of RKO got their 
first gander at the much-publicized 
Italian-made film in New York 
Monday (16). While it was admit- 
ted that some parallelisms between 
the screen characters and the situ- 
ation between star and director 
exist, RKO officials said they had 
no knowledge but that the print 
they saw was a final release ver- 
sion. 

According to reports, pic as shot 
by Rossellini off the coast of Italy 
is being recut to remove refer- 
ences that audiences might find 
laughable in light of recent news 
stories from Rome. It was feared 
that such spots might spoil the 
mood and reduce the film’s chances 
of success. 

On the other hand, the lines and 
situations referred to are said to 
be basic to the plot, and thus 
almost impossible to cut. The 
print screened in New York points 
up that the character played by 
Miss Bergman is married byt has 
a lover, is going to have a baby, 
and remarks several times that 


‘her husband is jealous. 


| meee that went for 








Tallulah for Vice— 


In Case Sen. Smith Runs 
Dallas, Jan. 17. 

Tallulah Bankhead, whose father 
was Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives and uncle was Senator 
from Alabama, and who cam- 
paigned for President Truman last 
election, might even run for pub- 
lic office herself. 

Informed that Margaret Chase 
Smith, Senator from Maine, has 
been mentioned as the Republican 
candidate for the Vice Presidency 
in the next election, the star re- 
marked, “If she’s the Republican 
nominee, I’ll run against her on 
the Democratic ticket, and I al- 
ready have my slogan—'Tallulah 
for Vice!’”’ 


Britain Chills Self 
By Own Freeze 


London, Jan. 17. 


British film industry is finding 
that the restrictions its govern- 
ment has placed on American 


‘product is having a boomerang ef- 
fect: Many foreign countries have 
|followed Britain’s suit and have 
‘imposed similar restrictions on all 
foreign pix—including British. 
Latest smack along this line is 
hurting film unions, which have 
been resisting employment of U. S. 
technicians on American-financed 
pix in England by insisting the 
government not hand out labor 
permits. Now British producers 
are turning to production in other 
countries where they have coin 
frozen and the unionites are get- 
ting a taste of the same freezeout 
policies they themselves employed. 
Technicians in Germany, Aus- 
tria and Italy have copied the 
| British attitude that the only for- 
eign workers permitted should be 
those whose skills could not be 
duplicated locally. British unions 
have had informal talks with the 
Producers Assn. on the problem, 
but there seems to be no solution. 





Eye ‘Minority Mkt.’ 
For Pic on Midgets 


Hollywood film producers, taking 
stock of the lush market found in 
toleranee films during the last 
year, are turning their attention 
to a new minority group—the 
midgets. Indie producers Peter 
Scully and William Castle have re- 
cently completed a serious film 
about the little people, titled “It’s 
a Smaii Worid,” and Scully is now 
in New York negotiating for a ma- 
jor release. Even though the film 
tells of a sociological, rather than 
a racial minority, Scully and Cas- 
tle think they can hit the same 
“Pinky,” 
(Continued on page 47) 


C LE) Film Companies Plan Releases Based 


AMS) = On Pre-Judged 1950 


Peaks, Lows 


Hollywood, Jan. 17 

Taking a tip from the ups and 
downs of the boxoffice during the 
last year, exeessof major film com- 
panies believe that peaks and lows 
of business in 1950 will be more 
marked than at any time in the 
past. They are plotting release 
dates for their top product accord- 
ingly, intensifying the system of 
heavy releases at holiday seasons 
and few during the summer. 

Aim will be to send Techni- 
colored and other expensive films 
into distribution in first-runs when 
the graphs of anticipated business 
will be at their high points. This, 
they claim, will profit all con- 
cerned, including the subsequent 
exhib to whom the big product will 
filter down during the off periods 

The timetable, as the majors 
have it laid out, will see grosses 
declining now until the Lincoln’s 
birthday - Washington's birthday 
holiday period, when they will take 
a sharp rise. They will then drop 
off slowly again until Easter, when 
there will be another advance. 
From then on, weather will be a 
determining factor, with a bad 
slump anticipated when the first 
heat wave strikes. 

Later on in the year, Labor Day 
and Thanksgiving will see the up- 
turns, followed by a December tult 
that will come back with a strong 
gain for the Christmas holidays. 

That’s pretty much a standard 
pattern of business, but the highs 
and lows are expected to be much 
more marked than at any time 
since air conditioning in theatres 
came into general use. Before that 
time a large number of houses 
closed during the hot weather and 
business was generally expected to 
be poor. 

The 12-month period just past 
likewise followed this standard 
curve. However, its peaks and val- 
leys were more severe than any 
year since the war, and it is from 

(Continued on page 55) 


Europeans Study U.S. 
Hotel Methods So As 
To Lure Yank Dollars 


Washingtou, Jan. 17. 

Flock of Europeans are coming 
here to learn how to build and 
operate their hotels more along 
American lines—so as to prove a 
bigger lure for U. S. tourist dol- 
lars. And, what is more, Uncle 
Sam is going to help them. 

Reps from Belgium, Luxem- 
bourg, Ireland, Netherlands, Tur- 
key and United Kingdom have just 
arrived, getting the lowdown on 
our construction and operation of 
various types of hosteiries, with 
delegations from at least nine more 
countries due in the near future. 

ECA is picking up the tab for 
the entire deal. The cost for the 
first delegation alone is estimated 
at $16,000. Those in the parties 
are architects, hotel operators, 
caterers, restaurant operators, and 
government tourist industry of- 
ficials. 
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Paramount in All-Out Buildup 
Of Pix Via Use of Stars on TY 


Signs that the wall raised against + 
television by major film companies 
will crumble soon developed this 
week whes Paramount launched | 
into an out-and-out attempt at star | 
buildup via the hitherto shunned | 
video medium. Par is turning to 
tele, in a string of Video appear- | 
ances by Wendell Corey, to give 
“Thelma Jordon,” Hal Wallis pro- 
duction, a fast kickoff. Pic preems 





Jack Carson Obtains 


Release from Warners 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 
Jack Carson, with two years and 
10 months to go on his Warner 
contract, has obtained his release 
after 10 years-with the studio. 
Actor has beefed for some time 





in the Paramount theatre, New over assignments, recently nixing | 
York, today (18) a role in “Elmer,” following which | 
- : : he aske act cancellation. 

At the same time, Stanley sked for pact cancellation He | 


expects to freelance. 


Scottsboro Case | 
| As Feldman Pic 


Kramer, currently producing “The 
Men,” is planning a big test of 
tele’s potentialities as a builder- 
upper for Marlon Brando, legit 
actor breaking into pix as star of 
“Men.” Kramer will film a 15- 
minute short, including scenes from 
“Men,” to introduce Brando to TV 
set owners. i 











Washington, Jan. 17. 


Vice-President Alben Barkley, is 
definitely slated for the top crooner 
spot in the “Original Amateur 
Hour” show of Feb. 2, opening the 
American Heart Assn.’s annual fund 
drive. ; 
dopesters, will give out with his 








WILL MAHONEY 


THE INIMITABLE 








Comedian, Singer and Daneer... 
Dancer ... Prancer ... Sehmancer 
what’s the difference as long 


you're booked and you always are, 
especially if it’s direction Joe 
Glaser’s Associated Booking Corp. 








Short will be handed cuffo to! 
stations all over the country Hollywood, Jan. 17. 
through fieldmen beating the Charles K. Feldman has ac- 


quired screen rights to “They Shall 
Not Die,” play by John Wexley 
which Theatre Guild produced in 
1934. Play, which starred Claude 


drums for the pic. Kramer’s ac- 
tion follows highly successful use 
of tele for his film, “Champion,” 
when it opened im New York. Kirk | 
Douglas, star of the film, made as Rains and Ruth Gordon, was sec- | 
many guest appearances over TV ond in line that year for Pulitzer | 
as possible. Douglas, a compara- prize. It is based on Scottsboro | 
tive unknown in Gotham, was fre- case, in which nine negroes were | 
quently stopped on the streets by condemned to death in Alabama | 
film fans who recognized him from for allegedly assaulting two white | 
tele. girls, and deals starkly with sub- 

Slotting of Corey by Paramount , Ject of race prejudice. | 
is a direct reversal of a studio ban Feldman will make _ picture 
against TV appearances. Par, like either independently or through 
other majors, has refused an okay major release, with some _ possi- 
in many instances to requests for bility Warners may distribute, 
tele dates for its stars. Bob Hope, since he set his last two indie 
for instance, was permitted recently deals, “Glass Menagerie” and 
to appear in a one-shot TV film “Streetcar Named Desire,” with 
program only on condition that the the Valley studio. Wexley is writ- 
film on Hope be immediately de- ing screenplay and will produce or 
stroved after the one showing. direct the film. 

Corey is not merely making a Author gets $40,000, plus 25° of 
“customary series of casual guest profits. Theatre Guild receives 
shots” for his lineup of tele shows. | percentage of Wexley’s take for its | 
Max Youngstein, Par’s ad-pub interest in story rights. In addi- | 
chief, stresses. Program is a de- tion to this eoin, Wexley will also 
liberately planned one to sell be paid for job as director or pro- 
tickets for “Jordon,” Youngstein ducer. Deal calls for him to have 
said, with the company testing full control over “artistic in- 
tele’s potentialities as a direct pub- | tegrity’” of story and for him and 
licity, exploitation medium. Feldman mutually to agree upon 

Corey is appearing with Roberta all details of production, including 
Quinlan, NBC; “Dinner at Sardi’s,” | casting and technical phases. 


WOR-TV; Wendy Barrie, ABC; Rains may take role of the attor- 
Okay Mother,” DuMont; Faye ney, which he played on stage. 
Emerson, CBS; Eloise McElhone, Tyere js possibility Kirk Douglas | 
DuMont; and “Break the Bank.” | ajso may be starred. He is a Feld- | 
NBC. He will also put in TV man client. This, however, has | 


chores on a number of stations in not been pinned down, nor has| 
“Rains been signed. Contract be-| 
tween Feldman and Wexley calls 
for a starting date six months, 


cities other than N. Y¥. 
hence. If cameras aren’t turning | 


éf>* ° ) 
Bicycle Thief Star by that time (roughtly July 15) all | 
Finally Gets a Job ‘#"'s revert to author. 


Rome, Jan. 12. . 
Ken Dolan Explains 


Lamberto Maggioriani, star of 
Hollywood, Jan. 17. 


“The Bicycle Thief,” who has been 
Ken Dolan, speaking for Shirley | 


looking unsuccessfully for a com-. 
mon laborer’s job for the last sev- Ross, Maxie Rosenbloom and Larry 
Stevens, said yesterday (Mon.) 


eral weeks, has been inked by the thas tnaw thi f hed 

are ; aq. tha ey knew nothing of a sched- 
Hungarian director, Geza Rad uled appearance on Dec. 31 of an 
vanyi, for another film, Radvanyi, Air Force entertainment unit at 
who made “It Happened in Eu- the 110th Station hospital in Vien- 
rope,” plans to make a pic about "4. Dolan issued the statement as 
Sacutexinnits shal wale his 2 result of a report that Air Force 
"ahisenaiitl oe ie 8 . . Officials were burned up by a last- 
house, friends and _ biographical 


minute cancellation of the show 
incidents just as they happened. by Gene Raymond, one of the stars 
Maggioriani, who found it im- 


in the overseas troupe. 
possible to get back his old la- 








“If Miss Ross, Rosenbloom and 
borer’s job after completing his Stevens had known of the sched- 
first film role in “Bicycle Thief,’ uled appearance,” the agent said, 
has also been offered a job by the “they would have gone on with the 
representative of WOV, New York show regardless of what personal | 
foreign-language radio station. obstacles arose.” 
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Radio, Pix Writer 
N.Y. Confab Seen 


Easing Hassles 


A delegation of radio and screen 
scripters from the Coast met with 
representatives of the Authors | 
League of America in New York 
last week in a conference ‘to avoid 
the jurisdictional morass the per- | 
formers are now in.” Net effect 
of the confab was to strengthen 
the National Television Committee 
which the ALA set up last July, 
while protecting the claims of the 
Radio Writers and Screen Writers 
Guilds. 

The conference was an attempt 
to clarify the thorny issue of juris- 


diction, which had been left up in | 
the air in the July compromise. At | 


the meeting there was a sharp 
cleavage between the ALA’s radio 
and screen writers, on the one 
hand, and the authors and drama- 
tists, on the other. Reason for the 
division is the fact that RWG and 
SWG negotiate basically for staff 
scripters, while the AG.and DG 
are more interested in rights. 
Dramatists, for example, said they 
would not want RWG to negotiate 
unilaterially for them because 
rights are very important in TV, 
while RWG said that because a 
dramatist’s play is adapted for 
video he is not thereby a TV 


| writer, 


However, despite the long de- 
bates, a resolution was finally 
agreed upon, although a_ subse- 


'quent meeting has been called to 
spell out one of the points in the | 


July deal. 

NTC will have authority, accord- 
ing to the new resolution, to accept 
as members, in the name of ALA, 
the “floating” video writers not at 
present in any guild. It will be 
able to assign these new members 
to a guild or to the Television 
Writers Group. Fact that the TWG 
is retained has been interpreted as 
“a blow to those RWG forces who 
wanted RWG to get the lion’s 
share of TV jurisdjction.” ow- | 
ever, according to its spokesmen, | 
“RWG never asked for all jurisdic- 
tion and never sought to operate 
outside the July agreement. 


In the field of negotiations it is 


_agreed that the ALA may ask spe- 
_cifie guilds to negotiate for it, but 


in the name of the entire organiza- 


tion rather than that of the indi- | 


vidual guild. However, still to be 
straightened out is that part of the 
July agreement which gave the 
SWG the right to continue negctia- 
tions with the studios and said 
that when it is necessary contracts 
covering both radio and television 
could be negotiated with the RWG 
naming a majority of the negoti- 
ating committee. 


Questions raised, and presum- 
ably to be answered at the next 
meeting, are whether this phrase- 
ology refers to simulcasts or to AM 
and TV and what is the interpre- 
tation of “when it is necessary.” 

A separate meeting of the east- 
ern branch of the NTC was also 
held, with the Coast reps sitting in, 


‘to discuss a pattern for a minimum 


basic agreement, including salaries, 
grievances, working conditions, ete. 
On these issues there was reported 
clearcut unity. 


| favorite, “Wagon Wheels,” while 
ithe new Mrs. Barkley accompanies 
on the piano. 

Announcement that the Barkleys 
will occupy the star spot is expected 
to guarantee a sellout for Constitu- 
tion Hall, at which the radio show 
and its after bill will originate. 
House is scaled from $1.85 to $5 
plus tax and will gross a little over 
$12,000 if all seats are purchased. 
Unusual feature is that the “Orig- 
inal Amateur Hour” will not claim 


4 any of the gross to cover expenses. 


Tab for the entire affair, including 
rental of the Auditorium, is being 
picked up by the sponsor, P. Loril- 
lard Co. Hence the gross will be 
inet for the Heart fund. 

An hour of the show will be 
broadeast over the full ABC web. 
Following week, on Tuesday, Feb. 
7, most of the troupe will move 
over to New York in two private 
cars to put on another show for 
the New York Heart fund. Tickets 


theatre at which the Lou Goldberg- 
Lloyd marks amateur show normal- 
ly originates. The second session 
is slated to be televised over the 
NBC video net. 

| Thus far the show is moving 
ahead with a heavy publicity 
barrage, both locally and over the 
press wires. Life magazine lensers 
| have been on hand, snapping the 


Barkley, according to the | 


_auditions, and reporters from the | 


‘three national press services and 
the local papers have been around 
to do features, as have press and 
newsreel photographers. 

With the show still shaping. here 
is the partial lineup as of today 
(17): 


High Court Judges 

In addition to the Barkleys, the 
entire Supreme Court is expected 
‘to attend and Chief Justice Fred 
Vinson will be on stage to take 
a bow. Several members of the 
Cabinet have taken boxes. Speaker 
of the House Sam Rayburn, of 
Texas, will bang the gong to blow 
|down the acts on the air. 
| There will be a 
|Chorus” composed of 12 senators 
/on the ABC show and perhaps for 


“Celebrity | 
series | fourth week when the Hall hit an 


‘Wagon Wheels’ Barkley to Head Top 
List of Solon Talent for Heart Show 


| out of New York. Slated for both 


Most romantic guy of the year,|the air show here and the New 


| York TV show is Rear-Admira} 
George L. Russell, Judge Adyo- 
cate General of the Navy, who is 
a fine banjoist. He operates with 
a banjo given him by Eddie Pea- 
| body. ; 
| Scheduled to sing a duet with an 
as yet unnamed ‘partner in the 
after-show and on TV is Mrs. Cor- 
nelius Vanderbilt Whitney, whose 
husband is Under-Secretary of 
Commerce. Rep. Dewey Short. of 
the Ozark region of Missouri, wi}! 
do imitations of Johnny Burke. the 
oldtime vaude comedian, and Win- 
ston Churchill on the air show 
An interesting trio for the air 
show will be composed of three 
Naval officers, Admiral De Witt 
Ramsey and Capt. John Waters at 
pianos, and Capt. George Beecher, 
with a guitar. And they are stil! 
coming in for auditions. 


874G for ‘Town’ Tops 
N. Y. Music Hall Record 


“On the Town,” Metro’s new mu- 
sical, backed by annual Xmas 
stageshow and “Nativity” pageant 
the first four weeks, is winding up 
its six-week run at N. Y. Music 
Hall today (Wed.) with a new all- 
time gross high of $874.00u or 
better for that period. This is more 
than $300,000 ahead of the $568.- 
500 registered in the first six weeks 





at the Hall by the iong-run record 
holder, “Random Harvest” (M-G), 
Latter ran 11 weeks and took in 


$1,105,000 for that period. 

Disparity in grosses the first six 
weeks of “Harvest” as compared 
with “Town” is found partially in 
the house scale. “Harvest” started 
the middle of December, 
when the scale was 44c to $1.65. 
Since then_ greatly increased 
operating costs have gradually 
pushed up the admission range so 
that today the Hall gets 80c-$2.40. 
Latter price is for reserved seats 
at night, with the general admis- 
sion stili staying at $1.40 weekday 
nights, one of the low admittance 
scales for a combo house on Broad- 
way currently. 

“Town,” too, had the advantage 


19 
1942, 


/of $3.60 New Year’s Eve price for 


|the later TV show in New York. | 


|Already clinched ere the follow- 
|ing: Owen Brewster, Maine; Scott 


| the Senate; Robert S. Kerr, Okla- | f : 
|made the best showing, regisiering 


ihoma, and Estes Kefauver, Ten- 
/nessee. 
'be included in the “celeb” dozen 
‘are Robert A. Taft, Ohio, and Ken- 
neth Wherry, Nebraska, Republican 
_leader of the Senate. 

Anuther feature on the air is 
to be the “Heart Fund Symphony 
Orch,” a pickup aggregation which 


Among others expected to | 


already includes former FCC chair- | 
man Paul A. Porter, vice-admiral | 


Clark H. Woodward, Rep. Reva 
Beck Besone, woman Congressman 
from Utah; Reps. Frank Boykin, 
of Alabama, and Louis C. Rabout, 
of Michigan, and others. They are 


now looking around for a spot for | 


Oscar Chapman, Secretary of the 
Interior, who has volunteered. 
| One feature for the after-show 
‘for TV will be a square dance to 
, the music of “Put Your Little Foot 
| Down,” danced by seven Texas 
Congressmen and their 
Tom Pickett, Lloyd M. Bentsen, 
Jr., Wyngate Lucas, Homer Thorn- 
berry, Ken Regan, Ed Gossett and 
Olin Teague. 

In the singing trio will be Mrs. 
Claude Pepper, wife of the Florida 
Senator; Mrs. Kate Malone, wife 
of the Nevada Senator, and a 
“Masked Marvel,” a still unnamed 
|Senator. This will be on the air 
as will a harmony quartet compos- 
ed of four Democratic Congress- 
men—Percy Priest, of Tennessee, 
Democratic whip of the House: 
Aren Harris, of Arkansas; Toby 


Wwives— | 


|Morris, of Oklahoma; and Frank | 


Wilson, of Texas. Mrs. Frances P. 
Bolton, of Ohio, one of the wealthi- 
est members of Congress, will sing 
on the air; and Mrs. Nellie Tayloe 


|/American Heart Fund 


|Ross, director of the U. S. Mint. | 


will perform on the piano in the 
| after-show. 

| Beverly Farrington, daughter of 
_the Congressional delegate from 
Hawaii, will do a hula dance to 
| the accompaniment of Capt. John 
'L. Collins, of the Navy, in both 


,the after-show and the TV show 


| Lueas, Illinois, majority leader of 224 Music” 


reserved seats, this being in the 
all-time weekly record of $177.000. 

Recent smash six-week runs 
were made at this big house by 
“Silver Lining” (WB) and “Words 
(M-G). “Lining.” 
which opened in July last vear, 


“Words.” 
1948, 


$828,000 in six weeks. 
which started in December, 
hung up $818,000. 





Maybe the Congressman 


Never Heard of Race Bias! 


Washington, Jan. 17. 

Texas Congressman Wright Pat- 
man, who has been urging removal 
of the nation’s capital from Wash- 
ington to somewhere west of (he 
Mississippi, came up with new 
reason last week. 

Washington is a “disgrace.” he 
announced in a statement, because 
it lacks an operating legit theatre. 
Said Patman in his latest effort on 
the subject: 

“In 25 years the town has built 
only one hotel of major imper- 
tance. 

“The city, supposed to reflect 
the glory and power and culture 
of a free people selected by the 
Creator to receive the .richest 
blessings in all history, does not 
even have a legitimate theatre: 
The town is a national disgrace (0 
the dignity of a great nation.” 

For years the town’s only lexiter, 
the National has abandoned !eg't 
rather than change to a non-segre- 
gation policy for Negroes. 





Benny: King of Hearts 


Jack Benny will ra 
or 


show 


launch 
drive 
$6,000,000 on his Feb. 5 
emanating from New York. “hen 
he accepts the American !le#!t 
Assn. award as King of Hearts. 

Benny is due to arrive in ‘ew 
York Jan. 25 for two wecks dur 
ing which time he’ll gander Breet 
way shows and confer with Musi 
Corp. of America toppers. el! 
go back to Hollywood in time /%! 
the Feb. 12 display. 
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Lehman Bros. Not Fishing for Warner . DISTRIRS VIF 


Chain Bids; Have Cash Buyer on Hook 


If there is any buyer who thinks 
he still has a chance to pick up, 


the 25% interest held by the 
Warner brothers 
chain, he can go home and forget 
about it—at least for the time 
being. That is the positive asser- 
tion of an official spokesman for 
Lehman Bros., Wall street invest- 
ment firm which currently holds 
exclusive right to sell the stock 
interest of Harry, Jack and Albert 
Warner. The Lehmans are not 
prowling for a buyer. 

“We are dealing with tangible 
buyers who have their money on 
the barrelhead,” a Lehman official 
revealed this week. “We are not 
on a fishing expedition in any form 
or manner. There is no truth to 
any belief that our firm is looking 
for a potential purchaser after 
securing the right to deal in the 
stoc ze” 

“If a buyer should come in now 
and indicate a desire to buy the 
Warner stock, we would tell him 
to go back to the dugout,” spokes- 
man added. “We have no intention 
of stealing second when the bases 
are loaded.” 

The Lehmans have the sight to 
act as agent for a_ reasonable 
period of time, it was stressed. The 
deal was created with the Warners 
“in a spirit of understanding,” and 

(Continued on page 18) 


Lettuce Man Wants 
His Cabbage Back 


In Kramer Feud 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 

Producer Stanley Kramer and 
his lettuce-king financial angel are 
understood, feuding over release 
date of Kramer’s new film, “The 
Men.”” Kramer wants to hold the 
picture back until August, while 
Bruce Church, the bankroller, is 
anxious for it to go into distribu- 
tion as soon as possible so he can 
begin recouping his investment. 

Pic, starring Marlon Brando and 
shot mostly on location at the Bir- 
mingham Veterans Hospital near 
Los Angeles, is now in final edit- 
ing stages. If pushed it could 
probably go into release by Easter, 
or sooner. 

Kramer’s idea, however, is that 
the pic will profit by being held 
back for an adequate press and 
prestige buildup through numerous 
screenings, interviews, ete. Like- 
wise, he thinks it will have a bet- 
ter chance at the b.o. by going out 
into release on the fall freshet 
of biz and getting into the subse- 
quents during the winter, instead 
of the summer months, as would 
happen if there was a spring re- 
lease. 

Church is one of numerous 
wealthy outsiders who have been 
attracted into film-financing in the 
past few years. He was cast by 
Kramer as his backer because of 
his agreement to keep hands off 
the artistic side of producing and 
to give the producer a free rein 
on the business end, too. It is 
thus believed that Kramer can hold 
the pic back until fall if he is 
willing to withstand Church's ire. 


MICHALOVE SUCCESSOR 
AWAITS 20TH DECREE 


Tt is understood that 20th-Fox 
will name no successor to Dan 
Michalove as exee v.p. of National 
Theatres, the company’s wholly- 
Owned subsid. Michalove died Dec. 
23 of a heart attack in New York 
after serving 20th since 1934. 

Prexy Spyros Skouras and NT 
topper Charles Skouras reportedly 
feel that there is no point in nam- 
ng a successor to Michalove at this 
lime, since the company is in the 
midst of negotiations with the 
Dept. of Justice for a consent de- 
cree to end anti-trust action against 
it by divorcing theatres from the 
production-distribution operations. 

Consummation of the decree is 
®xpected in a relatively short time, 
with the breakup undoubtedly re- 
Sulling in a rearrangement of the 
theatre circuit’s personnel. 








in WB theatre | 





Sturges-MG Deal Off 


Hollywood, Jan. 

Preston Sturges’ deal with ‘a 
to develop a story idea and then 
direct it, has cooled, with writer- 
director and studio calling it off. 

Story had been known as “Mr. 
Big From Littleville” and “Nothing 
Doing” and originally was set as 
a Clark Gable starrer. 


Start Negotiations 


To Settle Goldman 
$8,400,000 Suit 


Negotiations have been initiated 
by the majors for a settlement of 
the $8,400,000 triple-damage, anti- 
trust action brought against the 
distribs and the Warner Bros. cir- 
cuit by Philadelphia circuit oper- 
ator William Goldman. Talks are 
believed to include all claims of 
Goldman arising from the Philly 
situation. Goldman several years 
lago collected a judgment of $435,- 
/000 on an action he had filed in 
| 1942. 
| Settlement discussions are be- 
lieved to be an offshoot of the cur- 
jrent Warner dickerings with the 
Government for a consent decree 
in the latter’s anti-trust suit. War- 
ners would like to free its produc- 
tion-distribution and theatre chains 
from the necessity of posting heavy 
sums as a contingent fund to meet 





any possible judgment recovered 
by Goldman. 

Current damage suit was filed 
in the Federal district court in 


Pennsylvania in 1947 and covers a 
number of years up to that date. 
Goldman also has a potential suit 
for the period after ‘47. Any settle- 
ment would cover all claims. 

Warners stands to be hit hard- 
est under a system employed by 
the majors to divide the costs or 
judgment in anti-trust litigation. 
WB circuit would pay one-third be- 
‘cause it is a principal defendant in 
the action. Besides this, Warners 
as a distrib must fork out a pro- 
portionate share of the remaining 
two-thirds. 


Jack Cohn in Gifts 





Of 3.044 Col. Shares 


Washington, Jan. 17. 
Jack Cohn, Columbia’s exec vee- 
pee, has made a series of stock 
gifts in the past month totalling 
3,044 shares of the company’s com- 


mon stock. Cohn gifted 1,344 
shares to Artists Foundation, Iac., 
a private benevolent unit. In 
other transactions, Col’s biggie has 
given 500 shares apiece to his 


three sons, Ralph and Robert Cohn 
and Joseph Curtis. His’ wife, 
Jeanette, also received 200 shares. 

Cohn is left with 45,524 shares of 
Col common. Besides this, he is 
trustee for a total of 20,557 shares 
divided among his wife and chil- 
dren. 


Sid Rogell Named Second 
To Hughes at RKO Studio 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 
Sid Rogell has been named No. 2 
man at the RKO studio with au- 
thority second only to Howard 
ughes, managing director of pro- 
ro Gordon Youngman, studio 
legalite, and Bicknell Lockhart are 
slotted by Hughes to the two exec 
spots directly under Rogell. 
Duties formerly handled by Joe 
Nolan will be assumed by Young- 
man. who is tagged veepee in 
charge of commitments. He will 
also retain his title of veepee and 
general counsel of RKO. Lockhart 
will be veepee and general man- 
ager of the studio in charge of all 
phases of physical operation of 
both the Gower street and Culver 
i City lots. 





| 


FOR PICTURES 


Increase in competition among | 
| distributing 
| product of independent filmmakers | 


companies’ for 


| has considerably eased the financ- 


ing situation for producers of 
proved merit. Result is an an- 
ticipated upturn in 1950 of indie 
production, following three years 
during which most indies were 
scratching for coin and many went 
out of business. 

As a result of their desire to add 


| product to their slates, most of the 


| 
| 


companies are offering indies com- 
pletion bonds and other aids to 
financing. Such help is now com- 
ing from every one of seven dis- 
tribs seeking indie product with 
the single exception of United 
Artists. 

UA, although the bellwether of 
firms specializing in indie films and 


thus closely watched by the trade, | 


has failed to consummate any of a 
number of tieups which it hoped 
would make possible is also offer- 
ing completion bonds and some 
help with banks and second money. 
Deal with Joseph Justman, on 
which UA prexy Grad Sears was 
working for months and which ap- 
peared to have the greatest chance 
of materializing, has reportedly 
fallen through completely. 
Although UA’s position is con- 
siderably improved over that of the 
past couple years, 
potential producers by other dis- 
tribs with better-padded bankrolls 
(Continued on page 16) 


STEVE BROIDY COMBINE. 
SEEKS MONO CONTROL 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 
Steve Broidy, president of Mono- 





gram; Scott Dunlap, exec produ- 
cer; Sam Wolfe, attorney, and 
George Burrows, treasurer, have 


pooled their finances to buy con- 


trolling interest in company. 

Quartet now has 10 deals for 
blocks of stock, but purchases 
have not been finalized. Same 
group. recently bought 100,000 
shares from L. E. Wolfson, of 


Florida, at premium price of $1.25 
per share. 

Negotiations now are on with 
Buddy Fogelson, Texas millionaire, 
one of company’s heaviest stock- 
holders, and with Mrs. Trem Carr, 
widow of former production head, 
who owned a large interest. 





the | 


clawing at its, 


Balaban, Zukor Sour on Chanees 
Of Profits in Current Distribution 





Film Jobs Down 


Sacramento, Jan. 17. 
Wages and employment in the 
motion picture industry skidded in 
November, according to the Cali- 


fornia State Labor Statistics Bul- 
letin. 
Weekly pay checks av*raged 


$97.16, a drop of $3.05 from the 
previous month’s average. Num- 
ber of jobs was about 3% lower 
than in November, 1948. 


Exhib-Favored 


20th Sales Plan 
Brings Squawks 


Number of other distribs, espe- 
cially the minor ones, are squawk- 
ing about an unusual sales plan 
developed by 20th-Fox during the 
past year to hypo liquidation of 
its top product. Company is offer- 
ing films in lots on a “write-your- 
own-ticket” policy to exhibs who 
skipped the pix when they were 
originally made available. 

A feature of the scheme is that 
the theatre operator, in deference 
to 20th allowing him to set his 
own price, must pay for the whole 
lot of films in advance. This is to 
avoid his buying six or a dozen pix 
at an advantageous price per film 
and then playing the good ones 
first while the rest remain on the 
shelf. Once it has the coin, 20th 
doesn’t care when—or if—the ex- 
hib dates the product. 

The plan is aimed at 
liquidation of film for 

(Continued on page 18) 


Goldwyn’ s Chi Stop 


Samuel Goldwyn, who leaves 
Hollywood this week for New 
York, will make a day-and-a-half 
stopover in Chicago for ittterviews 
and other publicity on his new 
pic, “My Foolish Heart.” 

Producer will be east about 
three weeks, then returns to the 
Coast for several weeks of final 
work on “Edge of Doom” before 
going to Europe | in _March. 





getting 
which the 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Biz Okay Despite Storms, 
First; 
Firstrun biz in key cities cov- 
ered by Variety this week is level- 
ing off but in high brackets, with 
revenue very evenly distributed 
among top seven or eight pictures. 
Storms and cold weather will cut 
into trade a little in severai spots 
while plethora of extended-runs 
naturally hurts the overall total. 
Despite both factors, business is 
okay. 

“Sands of Iwo Jima” (Rep), 
strong second last round, is tak- 
ing possession of first place by 
sizable margin. John Wayne star- 
rer is tops in two cities, sensa- 
tional to terrific in many others 
and breaking records in two other 
spots. Pic is garnering better than 
$215,000 in some 14 keys, although 
part of coin is from holdover dates. 

Second slot is being captured by 


“Battleground” (M-G), now get- 
ting out around the keys. “Sam- 
son and Delilah” (Par) moves up 
to third from seventh position 
while ‘‘Adam’s Rib” (M-G) will 
land fourth. 

“The Outlaw’ (RKO), | still 
strong, is finishing fifth, with 
“Heiress” (Par) in sixth. “On 
Town” (M-G), first last session, is 
taking seventh money while 


“Dancing in Dark” (20th) will be 
eighth. “Inspector General” (WB), 
inclined to droop currently; “All 
King’s Men” (Col), “Thelma Jor- 


don” (Par) and “Prince of Foxes” 
(20th) complete the Big 12 list. 
i Ace runner-up pix are “Great 


HO.’s—‘Iwo Jima’ Socko 


‘Battleground,’ ‘Samson’ Next Strongest 


Lover” (Par), “Hasty Heart’ (WB), 
“Mrs. Mike” (UA) and “Fallen 
Idol” (SRO). 


There are many new films being 
launched this round but few are 
measuring up so far. “Malaya” 
(M-G), one of these. is okay in 
several keys and hefty in Philly. 
“Montana” (WB) looms 
Portland but not so good in two 
other spots. ‘Whirlpool’ (20th), 
rolling up considerable coin, is dis- 
appointing as a big grosser, though 
okay in three or four keys. 

“South Sea Sinner” (U) hints 
promise on four initial playdates, 
being top new film in St. Louis 
with sock session. It is neat in 
Louisville, standout in Milwaukee 
and fairly good in N. Y. “Nevadan” 
(Col), also new, is good in L. A. 

“My Foolish Heart” (RKO), 
which opens at N. Y. Music Hall 
this week, is rated good in L. A. 
“Mrs. Mike,” okay to nice in sev- 
eral keys, shapes sturdy in Chi. 

“Jolson Sings Again” (Col) is 
pacing Pitt with wow’ week. 
“Woman in Hiding” (‘U) with 
vaude looms sturdy in St. Louis. 
“Bride For Sale” (RKO) shapes 
nice in Frisco. “Fighting Ken- 
tuckian” (Rep) looks great in 
Montreal. “Red Shces” (EL), on 
pop-price run in Balto, is paying 
off with’ smash stanza. “Forsyte 
Woman” (M-G) shapes nice in 
Montreal. “Wore Yellow Ribbon” 
(RKO) is fancy in Toronto. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports 

on Pages 10-11) 


* 
|Paramount 
| company, 
| distribution’s present performance 


| quently 


big ina), 


Barney Balaban, prez of the new 
production-distribution 
is taking a low view of 


and its chances of profitable opera- 
tion based on current returns. At 
the first sales meet of the newly- 
born company held over the past 
weekend in New York, Balaban 
told his aides that few if any of the 
major distribution wings are turn- 
ing in substantial profits from the 
sale of pix divorced from exhibi- 
tion. 

Balaban painted a hard struggle 


| ahead for any divorced production- 
|distribution company to keep in the 
| black in the light of present grosses 
| against the cost of film-making and 


sale of product. Par’s topper fre- 
stressed the need for his 


sales staffers to extract every pos- 


| Sible dollar for his studio’s output 


now that the company’s giant cir- 
cuit no longer is helping to carry 
the ball. 

His talk made a considerable im- 
pression on Paramounters, who 
were somewhat surprised by the 
gravity of his warning. Balaban 
was Obviously talking after review- 
ing not only the latest figures of 
his own company but also those of 

Continued on page 15) 


Lichtman Uncertain 
On 20th Continuance: 
Pact Expires Feb. 28 


Al Lichtman, 
tract as v.p. of 
pire Feb. 28, 
he had not 





whose initial con- 
20th-Fox will ex- 
said this week that 
made up his mind yet 
whether he will continue in an 
active capacity beyond that date. 
Lichtman joined 20th last March 
1 under a pact calling for one year 
of active service, followed by four 
years as a consultant. 

It is understood that prexy Spy- 
ros Skouras and other execs are 
anxious for Lichtman to continue 
in an active capacity. There’s no 
pressure on him, however, to make 
up his mind and he has virtually 
until the hour the present pact ex- 

(Continued on page 47) 
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Bri Film Exhibs Woo Parlianient On | 
Tax Relief;.Pixers Seek House Seats. 


London, Jan. 17. 

Paralleling efforts of the U. a1 
film industry to reduce or abolish | 
the federal admission tax via grass | 
roots campaigns, British exhibs are | 
currently launching a large-scale | 
eampaign to garner Parliamentary | 
support for tax relief. Preliminary 
to the British general elections set 
for Feb. 23, every candidate for 
¢he House of ,Commons, irrespec- 
tive of his political hue, is being 
collared on his attitude towards the 
entertainment tax question. 

Candidates whose replies are 
considered unsatisfactory will like- 
jv lose the votes of the exhibitors, 
aithough the exhibs’ organization, 
Cinema Exhibitors Assn., is not 
plumbing for any one party in 
eases where all candidates in a dis- 
trict support their proposals. The 
CEA is faced with the job of in- 
filuencing Parliament before the 
consideration of the annual budge 
scheduled sometime in July. 

Nine Candidates 

The film industry as a whole is 
making a substantial bid for rep- 
resentation in the new House. 
There are at least nine candidates | 
from the exhibition and distribu- | 
tion field, with all of them located 
on the Labor ticket. These include 
four incumbent members, Eric | 
Fleteher, director of Associated 
British Pictures Corp.: John Dia- 
mond, exhibitor; Tom O’Brien, the- 
atrical union leader; and Norman 
J. Hulbert, another exhib. 

Newcomer candidates’ include 
Svdney K. Lewis. an Associated 
British exec; R. J. Minney, pro- 
ducer: J. D. Richards, son of an 
exhibitor; John Curthoys, docu- 
mentary film director; and Reg 
Groves, script writer. .Curthoys, 
whose last film was designed as 
Labor Party propaganda, is run- 
ning in the Wardour Sireet area, 
eovering London’s film row. A. 
Beverly Baxter, Evening Standard 
drama critic, is defending his Con- 
servative seat in the London South- 
gate area. 

Absent from the candidate list is 
George H. Elvin. general secretary 
of the Assn. of Cine Technicians, 
who has run in several past elec- 
tions. George Archibald, former 
managing director of United Art- 
ists in England, is also missing, 
since his elevation to the peerage 
last summer made him ineligible 
for the House. He is a likely mem- 
ber for the cabinet, however, in 
the event of a Labor victory. 

Period immediately prior to the 
election usually puts show business 
into the doldrums and exhibs have 
been preparing for this over the 
past couple of months. Counter- 
atiractions offered by the election- 
eering provide enough public di- 
version to keep the public out of 
theatres. 

All the political parties are fol- 
Jowing custom and using radio to 
air their policies. It’s still unde- 
cided whether video will be used 
@s a propaganda aid. There is 
some doubt among political lead- 
ers whether top-ranking spokes- 
men, renowned for their oratory, 
would be photogenic in TV close- 
ups. 


DALE SHIFT 5 10 EL 


IN RANK ECONOMY 


Recently inaugurated 
moves by J. Arthur 


economy 
Rank’s U. S. 


wing will soon see Jerry Dale, chief. 


aide to exec veepee Jock Lawrence, 
move over to Eagle Lion. Dale 
will probably handle ad-pub cam- 
aigns on EL’s releases of Rank’s 
British pix. He will work under 
Leon Brandt, company’s 
head. 

Other changes in Rank person- 
nel are expected in the near future. 
Moreover, outfit ‘is contemplating 
# move to Universal's quarters on 
the seventh floor of the N. Y. Uni- 


ad-pub- 


versal building from its present 
quarters on the 16th floor of the 
wame building. Switch will take 


place if Robert Benjamin, head of 
the N. Y. unit, can find a lessor to 
take over the 16th floor space. 

Change in quarters would be 
a cost-saving move since the lower- 
floor rental is cheaper. 





Col’s $1.06 Divvy 


Columbia Pictures has declared 
a dividend of $1.06'4 per share to 
eumulative preferred 
ers, 

Payment will be made Feb. 
to stockholders of record Feb. 1. 


15 


stockhold- 





Greek Remittances 
Up by 200G for °50 
Hollywood, Jan. 17. 


Motion picture remittances from 
Greece will amount to $500,000 
this year, compared with approxi- 
mateiy $300,000 in prewar times, 
according to a report sent to the 
Assn. of Motion Picture Producers 
by John Enepekides, economic spe- 
cialist at the American Embassy, 
Athens. 

Enepekides declares 70 “o of the 
films shown in Greece come from 
Hollywood. There is a heavy de- 
mand for 16m prints because most 
of the population is rural, living 
far from established theatres. 





‘ New Anglo-U.S. 


Talks to Follow 
British Elections 


Meeting of Yank industry execs 
with British government officials on 
renewal of the Anglo-U. S. films 
agreement will be held after the 
elections in England, Feb. 23. That 
news was conveyed to the Motion 
Picture Export Assn. board by 
prexy Eric Johnston at a session 
in New York yesterday (Tuesday). 

Johnston read the directors a 
cable from Harold Wilson. presi- 
dent of the British Board of Trade, 
suggesting that the Americans wait 
until after the balloting to come 
to London for the negotiations. He 
suggested no definite date. 

Dispatches from London indicate 
that the session probably will be 
held between March 15 and 30. 
They cannot be held before Parlia- 
ment meets March 6 and it is 
thought likely that there will be 
an intervening period after that to 
give the newly-elected government 
a chance to get itself organized. 

Yesterday’s MPEA meeting, pre- 
sided over by Johnston, was not 
attended by company prexies, but 
by foreign managers. In addition 
to discussion of the British meet- 
ing dates and other general’ mat- 
ters. directors gave formal okay to 
Johnston’s selections for the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America team 
of negotiators at the London con- 
claves. They are Barney Bala- 
ban, Joseph Hazen, Nicholas M. 
Schenck, Spyros Skouras and Ned 
E. Depinet. * 

In addition, Society of Independ- 
ent Motion Picture Producers will 
send its prexy, Ellis G. Arnall. 
Goldwyn Productions president 
James A. Mulvey and perhaps sev- 
eral indie producers. 

Although the pollsters in Eng- 
land are being more cautious than 
they were at the time of the 
Dewey-Truman election here, there 
is general belief in London politi- 
cal cireles that the Labor Party 
will be returned to power 
more modest majority than it now 
enjoys. If that assumption proves 
correct, an important question for 
the Anglo-American industries is 
whether Wilson retains his Board 
/of Trade post. 

One thing appears certain, how- 
ever, according to London reports. 
That is that, if Labor is returned 
to power, Wilson will continue in 
an important spot. If he doesn’t 
continue as B. of T. prexy, it is 
believed he’ll be upped to an even 
higher cabinet pecsition and his 
successor on the B. of T. would 
undoubtedly be someone 
the anti-dollar-spending orbit of 
Sir Stafford Cripps, present Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer. To that 


extent, there would be no material | 


change in the attitude of a new 
Labor government toward the film 
industry. And the Conservatives, 
it is believed, would be as tough, 
if not tougher. 


Metro in High 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 

Production at Metro will hit the 
high spots about the middle of 
next month with 11 pictures ac- 
tively in work. 

These will include two early 
February starters and nine hold- 
, overs from previous months. 





with a) 


within | 


WB, Hoffman Part 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 


Warners released Charles Hoff- , 


| man from his writer-producer con- 


tract by mutual agreement, after | 
lan association of eight years. Pact | 


still had two years to run. 


series of stories for Cosmopolitan 
mag. will switch to Colliers, under 
a deal calling for five yarns this 
year. 


British Film Trade Is 
Seen United on Lower 


Quota for Third Year 


London, Jan. 17. 

Film trade, it’s believed, will ad- 
vocate a substantially lower quota 
for the third year of the present 
Films Act. Sir Henry L. French, 
director-general of the _ British 
Film Producers Assn., gave this 
impression when speaking at a 





press conference. in London last 
Friday (13). French made 2 num- 
ber of revealing observations 


which strengthen trade feeling that 
the industry can no longer put up 
a front by insisting on an artificial 
high quota, which at best could 
only be met by the major circuits. 

First, Sir Henry confirmed that 
for the current quota of 40°. the 
major circuits were falling behind 
schedule, and it was regarded as 
unlikely that they would fulfill 
their obligations in the first six 
months ending March 31, as re- 
quired under the Act. 

Second, the estimated output on 
which the third quota year will be 
calculated is likely to fall below 
the total of 74 forecast for the sec- 
ond year, and finally, the produ- 
cers are hoping that they will see 
eye to eye with exhibitors on the 
recommendation which the indus- 
try is asked to make to the Board 
of Trade Films Council. 

It is this last point which indi- 
cates more clearly than anything 
else the changed outlook of the 
producers. The Cinematograph Ex- 
hibitors Assn. hasn’t budged from 
its original attitude on the quota, 
and from the inception of the 1948 
Act, has always urged a percentage 
not higher than 25. That is still 
the policy of the CEA and if the 
two organizations are to reach 
agreement, it will presumably have 
to be on the basis of CEA policy. 

Although the first quota year re- 
sulted in more pictures than the 
bare minimum required to satisfy 
the 45° quota, French explained 
away the substantial exhibitor de- 
faults, approaching around 2,000, 
as being due to the fact that all 
British-made products were not 
boxoffice, as well as the changed 
circumstances which gave _ inde- 
pendent theatres the chance to 
book topgrade Hollywood product 
at a lower rental figure. 


METRO USING LEGITERS 
IN CASTING “QUO VADIS’ 





Indications that Metro {s push- | 
its | 


ing for spring production of 
much-postponed “Quo Vadis” is 
seen in activity on the film by the 
studio’s New York casting office. 
Numerous Broadway legit players 
are being interviewed by talent 
chief Al Altman for possible roles. 

It is expected that “Vadis” will 
go into production in Rome during 


the spring. It will be filmed par- | 


tially there and partially in Holly- 
wood. Sam Zimbalist, who will pro- 
duce, and Mervyn LeRoy. who will 
direct, are expected to spend some 


Hoffman, who has been writing a 


O'Shea Huddles In 
, N.Y. on Korda Battle 


| cedure 


time in New York before proceed- | 


ing to Rome and will put the final 
‘okay on people suggested by Alt- 
man’s department. 

It is understood that Broadway 
legit players may get many of the 
major roles. Only actors definite 
so far are Leo Genn for Petronius 
and Peter Ustinov for Nero. 





Skouras to Inspect 


Emanuel Silverstone, assistant 
foreign chief for 20th-Fox, returns 
to the U. S. at the end of this 
month after a tour of several 
months through Australia and the 
Far East. He broke the way for 
20th prexy Spyres Skouras, who 
will leave about Feb. 15 for a 
lengthy trip through the same ter- 
ritory. 

Skouras expects to be 
about foue months. He'll travel | 
by air, looking into 20th’s cpera- | 
tions with a view toward potential 


Aussie, Far East 


a 


Korda Hassle With DOS to Court: 
Sues to Halt SRO Distrib of His Pix 





Daniel T. O’Shea, top Selznick | 


exec, arrived in New York yester- | 


day (Tuesday) for confabs with Sir 


| Alexander Korda’s reps regarding 


Selznick’s battle with Korda, and 
on other matters. Also east are 
studio counsel, Robert Dann, and 
David O. Selznick’s new exec aide, 
attorney Louis T. Stone. 

Stone was expected to go to Eng- 
land in a few weeks on the Korda 
matter and has been in huddles 
with other Selznickites familiariz- 
ing himself with it. Dann was 
over there in December and there 
was some possibility he would re- 
turn with Stone. Suit brought by 
Korda in New York yesterday 
‘Tues.) will probably change those 
plans. 


£225,000 Plus 50%, 
Called for in Rank 
Deal With Lopert 


Deal now in final stages between 
Lopert Films and J. Arthur Rank 
for distribution of approximately 
30 of the British producer’s pix in 
the U. S. calls for payment to Rank 
of £225,000 ($630,000) plus 50° 
of the profits. Ilya Lopert, who 
heads the New York distribution 
outfit, said Monday (16) that he an- 
ticipates the deal will be ready for 
inking in about six to eight weeks. 

The pix include most of the top 
Rank product that has been dis- 
tributed in America since the. war 





by Universal, Eagle Lion and 
United Artists. Rank’s U. S. rep. 
Robert Benjamin, is now engaged 


in arrangements with the distribs 
to get the rights back, and it is 
this process which is delaying the 
deal. 

The stumbling blocks in this pro- 
are considerable. It is 
hoped they are not so great, how- 


ever, as to cause a major revision 
of the deal, although that is pos- 
sible. 

Universal's “Hamlet,” Eagle , 


Lion’s ‘Red Shoes” and other re-' 


cent films are not included. UA’s 
“Henry V,” however, is included 
and is a point of difficulty at the 
moment. UA’s license does not ex- 
pire until April, 1951, and it is in 
no mood to give it up before that 
time. 
quishing licenses on films that they 


have had in release for some time | 


and figure have little or no further 
value to them. There is no pay- 
ment to them involved. 


Among the product Rank has 
promised to Lopert is “Caesar and 
Cleopatra,” “Great Expectations.” 
“Seventh Veil.” “Blithe Spirit,” 
“Stairway to Heaven,” “Brief En- 
counter,” “Black Narcissus.” “Odd 
Man Out” and “Madonna of the 


Seven Moons,” provided present li- | 


censees give up rights. 


Lopert gets the rights for seven | 


years. Taken off the top before 


divvy of income are advertising ex- | 
Rank is} 


penses, print costs, ete. 


getting his coin in sterling, of 


course, which is being acquired by 
_Lopert at a discount from Amer- 


|arty circuit operator are Robert. 


away 


| 


| 


expansion of theatre holdings and | 


the thawing of coin frozen in vari- | 
ous countries. i 


ican distribs with money frozen in 
England. This is in accordance with 


the Anglo-U. S. Films agreement 


of March, 1948. 


Among the shareholders in Lo- 
pert Films, and undoubtedly back- 
ing the foreign film distrib and 


W. Dowling, prez of City Investing 
Co., and Robert Goelet, Sr. Dowd 


ing and Goelet are both New York 


real estate operators. 





N. Y. to L. A. 
Joe Csida 
Lew Grade 
Abner J. Greshler 
Katherine Locke 
Paul Lukas 
Reginald Owen 
Val Parnell 
Charles P. Skouras 
Hal Wallis 


Other companies are relin-| 


+ The bitter hassle between David 


O. Selznick and Sir Alexander Kor- 
da over their reciprocal distribu- 
tion deals in the two hemispheres 
‘landed in the courts yesterday 
(Tues.) when Korda filed action to 
rescind all deals and restrain Selz- 
nick from releasing either “The 
Third Man” or “Gone to Earth.” 
Complaint was brought in the New 
York Federal district court with 
London Film Productions and Brit- 
ish Lion Film Corp. as piainiiffs 
and Selznick Releasing Organiza- 
tion and Vanguard Films named 
defendants. 

Complaint charged Selznick with 
violating the pact on a number of 
counts. In asking rescission. Korda 
offers to pay reasonable salaries to 
Joseph Cotten, Alida Valli and Jen- 
nifer Jones, three Selznick stars 
who were borrowed by the British 
producer for the two films. 

“Third Man” is booked for its 
U.S. preem in the Victoria theatre, 
City -Investing Broadway  show- 
case, Feb. 1. According to Louis 
(Schwartz &) Frohlich, Korda’s at- 
torney, steps will be taken to stop 
this scheduled opening. Suit does 
not affect Korda’s “Fallen Idol.” 
which Selznick is now distributing 
in the U. S. under a similar deal. 

Step-by-step account in the com- 
plaint tells Korda’s version. Origi- 
nal deal was made in May, 1948, 
involving four British pix. Later, 
the deal was modified to cover oniy 
two pictures, “Third Man” and 
“Gone to Earth.” Under the pact. 
Cotten and Valli were loaned 
for “Third” and Miss Jones for 
“Earth.” 

Deal allegedly then provided 
that Korda would be paid 200,000 
pounds by Selznick on delivery of 
“Third” and 250,000 pounds for 
“Earth.” Additionally, it is said, 
Selznick was to give a bank guaran- 
tee against that money. Selznick 
was to receive in return, Western 
Hemisphere rights to the two films, 

(Continued on page 20) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Ellis Arnall 
Lucille Barkley 
Ethel Barrymore 
Edgar Bergen 
Hoagy Carmichael 
Robert Dann 
Linda Darnell 

Pat de Cicco 
Frank DeVol 
Grace DeVol 
Jerry Fairbanks 
Paul Franklin 
Samuel Goldwyn 
James R. Grainger 
Steve Hannagan 
Russell Holman 
QO. B. Johnston 
Victor Jory 
Gertrude Lawrence 
Albert Lewin 

A. C. Lyles 
Gordon MacRae 
Gene Mann 

Milton Merlin 

F. L. Metzler 

E. H. (Buddy) Morris 
Frank Mullen 
Daniel T. O’Shea 
Buddy Pepper 
Phil Regan 

Hal Roach 

Fred Sammis 

Carl Schroeder 
Larry Shayne 
Sheila Stephens 
Barnard Straus 
Robert Taylor 
Harold Vermilyes 
Margaret Whiting 
Jane Wyman 


Europe to N. Y. 
Marcel Achard 
Jean Birkhahn 
John Borkon 
Rosalie Crutchley 
Anton Dolin 
Joseph Friedman 
Ian Hunter 
Peter Jones 
Oskar Karlweis 

J. Kennedy 
Alison Leggatt 
Alicia Markova 
Arturo Michelangeli 
Aibert Nightingale 
Paul Paray 
Bob Tausig 
Mildred Waldman 
Greta Wiesenthal 


N. Y. to Europe 


John & Rene Arnaut 
Joan Blondell 
Gero Costanzo 
Chie Johnson 
Joe Kaufman 
Michael Todd 
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COMPO Maps All-Out Exhib-Distrib 
Propaganda Against 20% Amuse. Tax, 


Washington, Jan. 

Plans for total mobilization - het 
film industry to repeal or reduce 
the 20% Federal admission tax 
were drawn up today (Tues.) at the 
meeting of the taxation and legis- 
lation committee of the Council 
of Motion Picture Organizations. 
Board of strategy, headed by 
Abram F. Myers, sharpened and 
concretized recommendations made 


bs tigen committee meetings 
in the tax drive. 
Initial major step in the cam- 


paign calls for the distribution of 
a “press book” to every exhib in 
the U. S. which will act as a guide 
in the education of the public on 
defeating the 20% bite. Letters 
have already been mailed to 
branch managers of the major dis- 
tribs in each of the 31 exchange 
centres, outlining the {ax battle 
strategy and urging full coopera- 
tion of sales forces. In addition, 
all circuit chieftains and their top 
exploitation men are being drawn 
into the fight. Overall policy of 
COMPO’s committee is targeted at 
the formation of all-industry cen- 
tres in each locality to carry on the 
propaganda. 

COMPO’s tax committee has al- 
ready conceived the plan in con- 
siderable detail. In general out- 
line, the plan calls for the use of 
screen trailers and lobby posters 
as methods of reaching filmgoers 
on a mass scale. Attacking from 
another’ direction, exhibs and 
branch heads are being instructed 
to contact newspapers and broad- 
casters for dissemination of the in- 
dustrv’s view on the “unfair and 
burdensome” nature of the Fed- 
eral tax. Petitions ard postcards 
addressed to legislative represen- 
tatives will also be circulated. 

Problem of distribution of the 
propaganda material may be licked 


through cooperation of National 
Screen Service. COMPO has re- 
quested Herman Robbins, NSS 


(Continued on page 15) 


Arthur Mayer Will Be 
Associated in Embassy 
Theatre Loop With Elson 


Arthur Mayer will definitely be 
associated with Norman Elson in 
operation of the Embassy circuit 
and an_ associated’ distribution 
setup for British films, it was 
learned this week. Mayer’s son, 
Michael, is counsel and secretary 
of Guild Enterprises, Inc., the new 
company established by Elson for 
the theatre and distribution opera- 
- tion. 

There was no other hint this 
Week in answer to questions as to 
Elson’s backers that have bothered 
trade circles ever since the former 





Trans-Lux circuit chief acquired 
+ > _ 

the five-house Embassy newsreel 
chain two weeks ago. Elson is 


prez and treasurer of Guild Enter- 
prises, and his wife, Peggy Jane, is 
listed as v.p. They and young 
Mayer also comprise the board of 
directors. 

Arthur Mayer is former advertis- 
ing- Publicity director of Para- 
mount-Publix, operator of the 
Rialto theatre, N. Y., and partner 
With Joseph Burstyn in the foreign 
film distrib outfit of Mayer & Bur- 
Stvn. More recently he has been in 
charge of film activities in Ger- 
Many as overseer for the U. S. gov- 
ernment. He has also been re- 
Peatedly mentioned to head the in- 
dustryis publie relations setup, the 


Council of Motion Picture Organ- 
izations. 


Elson is actively operating the 
Embassy houses, although the deal 
_ not yet been officially closed. 
hat awaits a final audit, which is 
expected by about Feb. 15. At 
a time Newsreel Theatres. Inc.. 
7 Ich operated the houses under 
- French Githens, will be dis- 
Solved. 
Morag Enterprises is buying 10 
ra ase pix as a starter for U. S. 
tag and has an option on 15 
res 8 They'll be used primarily 
a le Embassy circuit and then 
se to other houses. Foreign-lan- 
sage pix may be acquired later. 





War Pix Hot, So Par 
Packages ‘Wake,’ ‘Hail’ 


Because war films are currently 
proving to be hot b.c. contenders, 
Paramount is rushing into reissued 
general release ‘“‘Wake Island” and 
“So Proudly We Hail” as a pack- 
aged bill. 

Pix had been tested in limited 
reissue during the past few months 
and then slotted for June release. 
However, performances of “Battle- 
ground” and “Sands of Iwo Jima” 
have convinced Par that the mar- 
ket is ripe for combat celluloid. 
Hence, company’s sales force has 
been instructed to push bookings 
immediately. 


U's Sales Staffers 
To Be Allayed On 


Fears of Cuts 


Universal’s sales staffers will be 





told at a brace of general distri- 
bution meets that the company’s 


recent executive and sales shuffles 
are now ended and that no further 
changes are in the wind. Confabs 
slated for this week and next in 
New York and St. Louis are being 
summoned to quiet the inevitable 
rumors of further shakeups. U’: 
brass wants to still exchange jjit- 
ters since the shuffle’ brought 
about wholesale reassignments of 
district chiefs plus the dropping 
of two top execs. 

To get the idea across, both Nate 
J. Blumberg, company prexy, and 
William A. Scully, distribution vee- 
pee, will mount the podium. Blum- 
berg will tell assembled staffers 
that the “readjustment period” has 
ended and the force will go ahead 
as is. Gotham meet runs three 
days, starting Friday (20); St. Loo 
conclave starts the following Tues- 
day (24) for a similar three-day 
stretch. 

Number @ other objectives are 
announced as part of the meets’ 
agenda. 
of current clearance problems on 
“an equitable basis.’ He will call 
for a drive to book as many exhibs 
as possible regardless of past his- 
tory. Distrib veepee is also out to 
cut down exhib anti-trust actions. 
These, he said, ‘are being unrea- 
sonably brought by exhibitors who 
could easily settle their differences 
if they would spend as much time 
consulting film company’s repre- 
sentatives as they do lawvers.”’ 

Mass turnout at the meets is ex- 


pected with all personnel from 
bookers to divisional chiefs on 
hand. 





Supreme Court Refuses 
Hearing on Lenser 


Washington, Jan. 17. 
Supreme court vyester day (16) 
refused to take jurisdiction and 


hear an appeal in the case brought 
by Curtis Courant, motion picture 
lenser, who claims he has been 
barred from employment by Local 
659, Motion Picture Photographers. 

Courant, who came here from 
Poland in 1941 and is now a citizen, 
charged the Local would neither 
bargain for him nor admit him to 
membership, thereby locking him 


out of work. The U. S. district 
court in L.A. said it lacked juris- 
diction in the case, and this view 


was supported by the court of ap- 


peais. 
Action by the Supreme Court 
appears to lock the door against 


further action by Courant. 





John MeCarthy Eyes Wash. 
Washington, Jan. 17 
John McCarthy, Motion Picture 


Assn. of America foreign depart- 
ment chief, was in town the past 


week on industry biz dealing with 
the ECA guarantees. 


ee 


Scully will urge solution | 


| By HERB GOLDEN 


Greatest moneymakers over the 
years have been those films in the 
category of “dramas,” analysis of 
VaRIETY’s roster of all-time top- 
grossers (printed herewith) re- 
veals. Not far behind as consist- 
ent lure for boxoffice coin have 
been the musicals. 

Of all the 
ever hit Vartiety’s “Golden Cir- 
cle,” the creme-de-la-creme of 
filmdom, by grossing $4,000,000 or 
more in the domestic (U. 
Canada) market, 21 are classified 
as dramas. There are 70 pictures 
altogether in the list (which 


cludes estimated grosses for 1949 


releases) with the breakdown as to 

type as follows: 

Dramas 21 

Musicals 18 

Costume Spectacles 10 
Comedies + 

| With Songs 8 
Lo 3 

Cartoons 1 


S. and | 


in- | 


DRAMA AS ALL-TIME TOP BO. 








pictures that have | 





Almost exactly the same pattern | 


holds true for the first 25 films in 
the list—those that did approxi- 
mately $5,000,000 or better. They 
included eight dramas, five musi- 


'eals, four costume spectacles, three 


comedies, three pictures’ with 
songs, one western and one Ccar- 
toon. 


Only five films gave promise of | 


falling into the $4,000,000 or over 
class in the past year, with the 
dramas again leading. There were 
two of them, “Pinky” and “Snake 
Pit.” Others were a_ musical 
(“Jolson Sings Again’), a comedy 


(“Male War Bride’) and a costume 
spec (‘Joan of Arc”). 
Going down more deeply into 


the 1849 list to discern a pattern, 


of the 19 pix that give promise of 
turning in rentals of $3,000,000 or 


more seven are musicals, six are 
dramas, five are comedies and one 
is a costume spec. Trend-hunters 
might discern in that a shift in 
public taste toward the lighter 
type fare, since musicals and com- 
edies together comprise 63% of 
the list as compared with only 
50° (musicals, comedies and pic- 
tures with songs) in the all-time 
etist of 70 top-grossers and 44% in 


the list of the 25 all-time top- 
grossers. 
Whether that really indicates a 


trend away from drama as the big- 
gest b.o. type is believed doubtful. 
it is thought more likely a cyclical 
situation, with a number of mu- 


(Continued on page 18) 


N.Y. Hearings Start On 
Proposed 6-Co. Decree 


Hearings in N. Y. Federal court 
start today (Wed.) on a proposed 
decree against the six remaining 
defendants in the Government 
anti-trust suit. It is believed un- 
likely that a settlement of the suit 





against Warner Bros. will be an- 
nounced today. since certain de- 


tails must still be ironed out. War- 
ners and 20th-Fox. which have of- 
fered to settle, will probably argue 
for a mild decree and ignore their 
current dickerings. 

Three-judge court will also hear 
a plea by Columbia, Universal and 
United Artists for a separate de- 
cree. Little Three want a docu- 
ment which would not include any 
provisions in reference to exhibi- 
tion since they are non-theatre- 
owning defendants. Argument by 
all parties is expected to end in 
one day. 





Wilder, Pommer Talk 


German Indie Film 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 
Billy Wilder and Erich Pommer 
are talking about setting up an in- 
dependent company to produce an 
original story by Lesser Samuels 
in Germany late next summer. 
Wilder and Samuels are working 
on the screenplay. 
Plans call for Pommer to pro- 
duce and Wilder to direct. Wilder 
; will also put up part of the coin. 





Crosby’s Bingo 
Bing Crosby’s unique posi- 
tion as filmdom’s leading box- 
office star over a period of 
years—and the amount of coin 
his pictures have made for ex- 
hibs—is reflected in VARIETY’s 


all-time list of top-grossing 
films in this issue. Four of 
the top 11 pictures star Der 
Bingle, while he was in seven 
of the first 70 (all of those 
which have earned $4,000,000 
or more domestically). 

The quartet of Crosbys 


among the first 11 took in total 
rentals in the U.S. and Canada 
of $26,300,000, while the en- 
tire seven on the list grossed 
just about $40,000,000. No 
other U. §&. star ever ap- 
proached this record average 
of almost $6,000,000 gross per 
film, although Crosby’s stand- 
ing was somewhat marred this 


past year by “Connecticut 
Yankee” and “Top o’ the Morn- 
ing,’ which will average 


$2,800,000. 


‘Hamlet,’ ‘Shoes 
Duel for Yankee 








Honors at B.0. 


J. Arthur Rank’s two big entries 
in the U. S. market last year, 
“Hamlet” and “Fhe Red Shoes,” 


are currently engaged in a hotter- 
than-ever duel for top laurels as 
the biggest British grosser of all 
times. “Shoes” has just passed 
the $2,000,000 marker in rentals 
garnered by Eagle Lion in the 
American market. “Hamlet,” han- 
dled by Universal will hit $2,000,- 
000 within the next 30 days. 
Both pix are estimated as ulti- 
mate $4,000,000 grossers. In paral- 
lel developments, both U and EL 
retain all Yank revenues since 
both companies have made deals 
with Rank which permit offsetting 
of U. S. returns of these pix 
against the earnings of Yank pix 
distributed in Britain by Rank. 


Moreover, each pic kicked off as 
roadshow entries here. 
Biggest British grosser in the 


| past was Rank’s “Caesar and Cleo- 


patra,” handled by U three years 
ago. Film did about $2,500,000 but 
netted only a small amount be- 
cause of a particularly expensive 
ad campaign. Other big taker was 
“Henry V.” which United Artists 
distributed. 


“Shoes” sprinted ahead last 
week when Maurice Maurer, City 
Investing Corp. exec, paid EL 


$100,000 for continuation of an un- 
limited run at City Investing’s 
Bijou theatre, N. Y. That payment 
brought EL’s entire take from the 
Bijou to a total of $419,000, a rec- 
ord for an off-Broadway house. 


(Continued on page 47) 





Phil Dow Returns to UA 
As Ass’t Contract Mer. 
Phil Dow, 


formerly assistant to 


the western division manager of 
United Artists, returned .to that 
company Monday (16) as assistant 
contract manager. He succeeds 
Stephen W. McGrath, who died 
Jan. 5. 

Dow. following his departure 


from UA about four years ago, be- 
came assistant to Harry L. Gold, 
then sales manager for Howard 
Hughes Productions. For the past 
year he has been aide to George 
J. Schaefer, eastern rep for Stan- 
ley Kramer Productions. 

Although’ holding the title of as- 
sistant, Dow will handle all the 
duties of contract manager. Pau! 
Lazarus, Sr., who officially holds 
the latter spot, is recuperating 
from a serious illness. 


MUSICALS MAS Fear of ‘NY. Domination’ Motivates 
MQNEY- MAKERS TOA Failure to Give COMPO Approval 


+ 


Grass-roots fear of “domination 
by New York” of the projected ali- 
industry public relations setup was 
the principal reason behind refusal 
of Theatre Owners of America to 
stamp its okay on the Council of 
Motion Picture Organizations last 
week. Balk by TOA at its semi- 
annual board meeting in Washing- 
ton dealt a staggering blow to the 
industry’s soaring plans for 
COMPO. 

While it is believed certain that 
the exhib group will eventually 
give its blessing to the as-yet un- 
born public relations organization, 
its decision to give the matter 
“further study” was seen as mak- 
ing one thing sure. That is that 
Francis Harmon, v.p. of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America, who has 
been acting as secretary of the new 
setup, and others associated with 
what hinterland exhibs term ‘New 
York” would find little place in the 
final organization. 


TOA was expected to be the 
second of the 10 organizations 
represented at the Chicago and 
Washington meetings, where 


COMPO was conceived, to give its 


assent to establishment of the 
'setup. Unanimous approval is re- 
'quired. Feb. 20 was set at the 


Washington conclave in December 


jas the deadline by which each par- 
| ticipating group was to indicate its 


assent. After such unanimous 


\Okay was received by chairman Ned 


E. Depinet he was to call a meetin 
in March at which COMPO woul 
actually be set up formally. 
Metropolitan Motion 
Theatre Owners Assn., 
leo Brecher, last week was first to 
give its approval. Other groups 
were expected to follow almost 
automatically. Now, with TOA’s 
balk, other exhib organizations will 
undoubtedly be wary. They in- 
clude Allied, Independent Theatre 
(Continued on page 18) 


MPAA Would Survey 


Nation for Newsreelers 
To Determine B.0. Lure 


Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica has offered to conduct a na- 
tionwide survey of the public’s in- 
terest in newsreels for the five reel 
companies if the latter will put up 
$1,50U apiece to cover costs. Un- 
der the MPAA proposal, about 100 
houses carefully selected through- 
out the country would be used as 
the forum for quizzing pix patrons 
on whether they consider reels an 
inducement to attend flickeries. 
Five reels are currently mulling 
the question with the indications 
that the survey will be authorized. 

MPAA survey would be con- 
ducted by Robert Chambers, head 
of the org’s research dept. Chamb- 
ers recently completed a test probe 
into newsreei habits of New York- 


Picture 
headed by 





ers at five houses in the city. Some 
400 patrons spot-checked by the 
MPAA indicated an 83% prefer- 


ence for the playing of reels dur- 
ing film shows. 


Big survey would follow the 
technique used in New York. In 
that instance, newsreel questions 


were carefully concealed in a list 
ot 30 posers asked the patrons. in- 


cluding such irrelevant stuff as 
whether _the person quizzed pre- 
ferred single or double features. 


Intention of probe was hidden to 
obtain an accurate answer to the 
questions that counted. 





Sachson Becoming 
Indie Rep on Sales 


Arthur Sachson, who resigned a 
few weeks ago as general sales- 
manager for Samuel Goldwyn 
Productions, is planning tb set up 
as a Sales rep for indie producers. 
He is understood to have already 
lined up the handling of two top 
pix to be released through major 
distribs. 

Sachson headed sales for Gold- 
wyn for four years. Prior to that 
time he was for many years v.p, 
and assistant general salesmanager 
for Warner Bros. 
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Baekfire 
Warner Bros. release of Anthony 
Weiller production. Stars Virginia Mayo, 





ordon MacRae; features Edmond O’Brien, 

ane Clark, Viveca Lindfors. Directed by | 
incent Sherman. Screenplay, Larry Mar- | 
us, Ivan Goff, Ben Roberts; camera, Carl | 
suthrie; editor, Themas Reilly; musical | 
irector, Ray Heindorf. Tradeshown | 
i. ¥., Jan. 5, 50. Running time, 91 MINS. | 


TO WONGON .. 0. os ceecss Virginia Mayo 
a. SOR... whee oakews Gordon MacRae 
teve Connolly. ..ceccces Edmond O’Brien 
OH AIMS .~ i. dacvcsenerves Dane Clark 
wea Radolph...occecsess Viveca Lindfors 
Capt. Gareia...c.<evs ai nig ¢ = ated Begley 
Mree FAT. cv acweances Frances Robinson 
OL MIMO. cic cccscene Richard Rober 
DE S0 at es rhb eeeeseees Sheila Stephens 
“GRE Pee ey David Hofiman 
et. Sgt. Pluthner.......... Monte Blue 
ybil ? ERT re Ida Moore 
EE <i ev dee Gob 6b .0 wed Leonard Strong 
Plainclothesman.......... John Ridgely 


“Backfire” is a standard meller 
that will serve as okay program 
fare in all situations. While con- 
forming to a routine pattern, pic 
mixes its familiar ingredients into 
a well-paced offering which main- 
tains interest throughout. Moder- 
ately strong marquee values will 
help boost the boxoffice appeal!. 

Screenplay, while-not especially 
inventive, is competently-contrived 
and slickly-dialoged. Action smooth- 
ly rolis through a complicated maze 
of incidents which are held to- 
gether by a story line and unified 
mood. Plot mechanism is geared 
like. a standard whodunit with the 
mainspring popping out at the ap- 

ointed surprising denouement. 
Vincent Sherman’s direction is 
straightforward while the produc- 
tion is adequately mounted, with 
an able cast contributing convinc- 
ing performances. 

Yarn revolves around a search 
for Edmond O’Brien conducted by 
his GI pal, Gordon MacRae, right 
after the latter’s discharge from a 
veteran's hospital. O’Brien, a re- 
formed prewar gambler and hood- 
lum, is on the lam from a murder 


rap which the cops mistakingly 
want to pin on him. MacRae, 
with his ever-loving nurse, Miss 


Mayo, launches the manhunt via a 
series of interviews with characters 
who have crossed O’Brien’s path. 

Unfolding mainly through fiash- 
backs which fill in the missing 
links, the plot gradually brings to 
the fore the two other main char- 
acters, Dane Clark and Viveca 
Lindfors. Latter is a mysterious 
femme fatale who has a romentic 
liaison with a bigtime gambler 
who’s apparently responsible for 
the murder. Clark pretends to be 
an honest businessman but, in fact, 
turns out to be the gambler with a 
streak of insane jealousy about 
Miss Lindfors. Former, who framed 
O’Brien because he made play 
for Miss Lindfors, goes down at 
the windup in a blaze of machine- 
gun fire. : 


a 


MacRae, who’s better known as 
a topflight singer, handles the 


straight dramatic role in a neatly 
plausible style. O’Brien registers 
solidly with another crisp portrayal 
while Clark handles a difficult roie 
with a slight unevenness. Miss 
Mayo walks through her role ca- 
pably. while Miss Lindfors, in a 
relatively small part, acquits her- 
self well. Rest of the cast also chip 
in competently. 

Technical credits expertly back 
wp the production with skiiiful 
Jensing and editing lending to the 


atmosphere along with an effective 


background score. Herm. . 


Bells of Coronado 
(SONGS—COLOR) 
Hollywoed, Jan. 


release of Edward J. 


14. 


Republic White 


roduction. Stars Roy Rogers. Dale 
Evans: features Pat Brady, Grant Withers, 
oy Willing and the Riders of the ivple 
Sage. Directed by William Wiiney 
Screenplay, Sloan Nibley: camera (lru- 
color), John MacBurnie; editor, Tony Mar | 
tinelli: songs, Sid Robin, Foy Willing, 
roa Gonzales. Previewed Jan. 13, ‘50. 
unning time, 67 MINS. 
Roy Rogers Roy Rovers 
rigger Smartest Horse in the \iovies 
ae DOVRENES... .<itecve eas s Dale Evans 
Sparrow Biffle ......... .. Pat Brady 
SPGie DONS |... .cscecs Grant Withers 
Dr. Frank Harding........ Leo Cleary 
BES 5s Su Conca ieee bn Clifton Young 
RR or errr: Robert Bice 
EEE 55.6 Kids Rea P . Stuart Rendall 
nS eer eee ese. John He milton 
RIS... wikbasudeenkses Edmun‘t Cehb 
PT eee re, Eddie Lee 
PSS Pe ory ae Rex Lease 
Jenks . Lane Bracford 


Foy Willing and the Riders of 
the Purple Sage 


“Bells of Coronado” is a galloper 
in the Roy Rogers pattern of mod- 
ern-day westerns. Rogers takes to 
the saddle to run down a “gang 
stealing uranium ore for sale to a 
foreign power. It should wind up 
with okay business_in the Rovers 
market. 

The Sloan Nibley story has Rog- 
ers working undercover as 2n in- 
surance investigator to find out 
what has happened to a load of 
ore and who was behind the death 
of the mineowner. Before he 
traces the crimes to a kind'y doc- 
tor. the hero is put through some 
rough fights po chases. Climax 
rings in a pitched battle between 
Rogers and the gang as they try to 
load the ore on a plane, making an 
okay wrapping for the plot. 

In between his action, Ro“ers 
takes time out to sing two ss, 
the title number and “Save a Smile 
for a Rainy Day,” with Dale Evans 
and the Riders of the Purple Sage. 


Miniature Reviews 


“Backfire” (WB). Okay mel- 
ler with good cast; nice b.o. 

“Bells of Coronado” (Songs) 
(Color) (Rep.) Roy Rogers in 
modern-day oatuner. Average 
returns in his market. 

“Blue Grass of Kentucky” 
(Mono). Far above average rac- 
ing film, good enough for any 
situation. 

“Radar Secret Service” (Lip- 
pert). Program meller dealing 
with radar and uranium. For 
lowercase bookings. 

“The Fighting Redhead” 
(Color) (EL). So-so Cinecolor 
oater based on the Red Ryder 
comic strip. 

“Into the Straight” 
Aussie - made quickie 
horses. 


(U-I). 
about 








Miss Evans joins the Sagers 
“Got No Time for the Blues.” 

Miss Evans does a pert job of 
the femme lead. Pat Brady gets 
in some prairie comedy, and Grant 
Withers comes over nicely as the 
cowtown’s chief business man. Leo 
Cleary is the principal heavy, the 
doc, while Clifton Young expertly 
projects his role as Cleary’s hench- 
man. 

Edward J. White’s production 
values fit the outdoor locales, and 
John MacBurnie’s Trucolor lensing 
ably displays the scenery. Story 
has been given fast direction by 
William Witney, and editing holds 
footage to 67 minutes. Brog. 


on 


Blue Grass of Kentucky 


(COLOR) 
Hollywood, Jan. 13. 
Monogram release of Jeffrey Bernerd 
production. Stars Bill Williams. Jane 


Nigh, Raiph Morgan. Directed by VA.Jliam 
Beaudine. Screenplay, W. Scott Darling; 
camera (Cinecolor), Gilbert Warrenton; 
editing, Otho Lovering, Roy Livingston. 


Previewed in Hollywood, Jan. 13, ‘50. 
Running time, 69 MINS. 
Lin Mclvor Bill Williams 


Pat Armistead 

Major Randolph Mclvor 
Sandy Mclvor 
Armistead 
Layton 

i 3. , eee 
Armistead Jockey.... 
Pompey . 
Attendant 
Head Steward 


Jane Nigh 
Ralph Morgan 
Robert (Buzz) Henry 
Russell Hicks 

Ted Hecht 

Dick Foote 
Jack Howard 
Bill Terrell 
Stephen S. Harrison 
Pierre Watkin 


“Blue Grass of Kentucky” is a 
crackerjack racing yarn with 
enough exploitation angles to as- 
sure its being one of Monogram’s 
top grossers. Heart-warming story 
blends romance and track action, 
and actual scenes lensed at Church- 
ill Downs are matched with footage 
shot in Hollywood so expertly that 
picture carries a high-budget aura. 

Filmed in most effective Cine- 
color, picture stars Bill Williams, 
Jane Nigh and Ralph Morgan and 
was given fast-paced direction by 
vet William Beaudine. Yarn con- 
cerns the rearing of a colt which 
becomes a Derby winner by a nose, 
picture taking its title from name 
of horse. Nag is owned by Williams 
and Morgan, playing son and 
father. Without their knowing it, 
colt was sired by racing champ 
belonging to Miss Nigh’s father, 
the gal at dead of night turning 
stud into pasture occupied by mare, 
after Williams’ request to trainer 
for stud was denied. 
| Sereenplay by W. Scott Darling 
jis pleasantly engaging throughout. 
considerably off the beaten path 
and offering principals opportunity 
for standout performances. Miss 
Nigh comes through with a shining 


in love with Williams, who 
accept her repeated proposals be- 


|mance is handled as lightly as rac- 
ing scenes effectively. Williams is 
plenty okay and Morgan likewise 
scores as stockfarm owner. Roberi 
(Buzz) Henry also does nice work. 


film with appropriate values and 
got the most out of his package. 
Whit. 


Radar Seeret Service 
Hollywood, Jan. 12. 
Lippert Productions release of Barney 
Sarecky production. Stars John Howard, 
; Adele Jergens, Tom Neal: features Myrna 
Dell, Sid Melton. Ralph Byrd. Pierre Wat- 





kin. Directed by Sam Newfield. Screen- 
play, Beryl Sachs; camera, Ernest Miller: 
editor, Carl Pierson. Previewed Jan. 11, 
‘50. Running time, 69 MINS. 

|. BeU DCO ere John Howard 
| Lila ETE CTT Te Adele Jergens 
oo! errr ree cere Tom Neal 
ED. i's 5 CER OTE eee CRE x Myrna Dell 
Ss nbs wi bared be bce wee Sid Melton 
PE < sa Vas keen ecou da einn Ralph Byrd 
fer Pierre Watkin 
° arr eee Robert Kent 
| Michael... ...cccccccceess Tristram Coffin 
SE Por rer Riley Hill 
: Saree errr rr eee Bob Carson 
bo. |. ae Marshal! Reed 
Second Bruiser. ......... John McKee 
| Truck Operator ......... Holly Bane 
First Henchman......... Bob Woodward 


Second Henchman 
Helicopter Operator....... Bill Crespinel 
Michael’s Henchman Kenne Duncan 
Michael’s 2nd Henchman Billi Hammond 
Maid as Jan Kayne 


Boyd Stockman 


Fast action and short footage 
make “Radar Secret Service” okay 
programmer material fr lowercase 
bookings. Plot is transparent but 
wastes little time on dialog, so the 
pace an daction are good. 

Competent cast runs through a 
yarn concerning the use of radar 


portrayal of millionaire’s daughter | 
won't | 


cause of difference in finances. Ro- | 


Jeffrey Bernerd, producer, packed | 


‘te track down a gang that has hi- 


jacked a load of vranium ore. 
There's a nice twist or two to the 
action to help the rather standard 
meller plotting along as John How- 
ard and Ralph Byrd, secret service 


| 
| 
| 


men, go about their business of, 


bringing Tom Neal, Tristram Cof- 
fin and the other crooks to justice. 
Glamour department in the cast 

filled by Adele Jergens and 


is 


Myrna Dell as a pair of gangster | 


molls. Sid Melton attempts some 
comedy as a gang member. Pierre 
Watkin, service chief; Robert Kent, 
Riley Hill and the others deliver 
acceptably. 

Sam Newfield’s direction stresses 
fast movement and the production 
framework supervised by Barney 
Sarecky makes good use of the 
budget dollar. Excellent lensing by 
Ernest Miller and tight editing are 
among okay technical credits. 

Comp. 


The Fighting Redhead 
(COLOR) 


of Equity (Jerry 
Stars Jim Bannon; 
Reynolds, Emn:nett 


Lion release 
Thomas) production. 
features Don Kay 
Lynn, Marin Sais. Directed by Lewis D. 
Collins. Sereenplay, Paul Franklin and 
Thomas. based on McNaught comic strip, 
“Red Ryder’; camera, Gilbert Warrenton; 
editor, Joseph P. Gluck; music, Darrell 
Calker. At New York theatre, N. Y., 
week of Jan. 10, *50. Running time, 55 
MINS. 

Red Ryder peas 
Little Beaver... 
Buckskin 


Eagle 


Jim Bannon 
Don Kay Reynolds 
; Emmett Lynn 


Duchess Marin Sais 
ES Vi. bas anaes tie re ae Peggy Stewart 
SOO ree rte ree John Hart 
NG irs. a ae oe oa. b Ste Lane Bradford 
og PUR Ce eee Forrest Taylor 
ee tree Lee Roberts 
SENET ave nse aneweues ° Bob Duncan 
MS RE Chaco Seka “Sandy” Sanders 
Sf Eee re Billy Hammond 
Mary “Spooky” Reynolds 


Cinecolored hues plus some of 
its action sequences help give “The 
Fighting Redhead” a lift. But 
otherwise this oater is a mediocre 
entry about a range war and the 
usual outlaws. Best market ap- 
pears to be the Saturday matinee 
trade inasmuch as most juveniles 
are familiar with the “Red Ryder” 
comic on which the film is based. 

Story is pegged on the efforts of 
badman John Hart to rustle cattle 
from homesteaders. Rancher For- 
rest Taylor is killed after he stum- 
bles on a homesteader’s murder 
pulled by Hart. Peggy Stewart, Tay- 
lor’s tomboyish daughter, tries to 
avenge her father. She’s unsuccess- 
ful for the most part until Jim Ban- 
non arrives on the scene. Handy 
with his dukes and_six-shooter, 
Bannon nabs Hart and ends the 
range war. 

With a flaming mop of red hair 
complementing his other physical 
attributes, Jim Bannon is well cast 
in the title role. Although drawing 
featured billing, Don Kay Reynolds 
has comparatively little to do as 
moppet Little Beaver, Emmett 
Lynn’s antics are reasonably amus- 
ing, and Marin Sais scores as Ban- 
non’s fast-on-the-trigger aunt. Oth- 
ers are generally competent. 


Direction of Lewis D. Collins is | 


fair as are the production values 
supplied by Jerry Thomas. 


asset. 


Gilb. 





Into the Straight 
(AUSTRALIAN) 


Sydney, Jan. 7. 
U-l release of Embassy Pictures pro- 
duction. Stars Charles Tingwell. Muriel 
Steinbeck. Nonnie Piefer, George Randall: 
features Margot Lee, James Workman. 
Directed by Tom O. McCreadie. Original 
screenplay by Zelma Roberts. At Capitol, 


Sydney. Running time, 80 MINS. 
Sam Curzon Charles Tingwell 
Laura Curzon Muriel Steinheck 
J. Curzon George Randall 
June Curzon Nonnie Piefer 
Hugh Dunean ......... James Workman 
. E .  rarers Se Margot Lee 
Paul Duncan ....... Alan White 
Paddy Charles Zoli | 


This is an Aussie quickie for the 
|split-week stands mostly. 
| though unsuited for U.S., may find 
|a spot or two in the British prov- 
, inces. 


Embassy Pictures is headed by 
Tom MacCreadie, who also pro- | 


duced and directed this one. He 
runs a smart nabe cinema and has 
a yen for pic-making. This is his 
second. First, “Another Dawn,” 
ifailed to click. “Straight” tells of 
‘slow horses and fast femmes. Stud- 
farm scenes are fine. Cast is ade- 
quate. Rick. 





Angels of the Streets 
(FRENCH) 

_ Metro release of Roland Tual produc- 
tion. Stars Renee Faure: features Jany 
Holt, Sylvie. Directed by Robert Bresson. 
Screenplay, Jean Giraudoux, Bresson. R. 
L. Bruckberger: camera, Philippe Agos 
tini; music, Jean Jacques Grunewald. At 
Paris, N. Y., Jan. 16, 50. Running time, 
80 MINS. 
Anne-Marie 


Renee Faure 


Po ee Jany Holt 
eS FROTOM . 2036060 Sylvie 
Madeleine Mila Parely 


.. Marie-Helene Daste 
Yolande Laffon 
Paula Dehelly 
Sylvia Monfort 
Gilberte Terbois 
Louis Seigner 


Mother St. John 
Madame Lamaury 
Mother Dominique 
Agnes . 
Sister Mariec-Joseph 
Prison Warden 


‘In French; English Titles) 

“Angels of the Streets” is a plod- 
ding effort with dim chances for 
the U.S. market. Although drenched 


Gil- | 
bert Warrenton’s fine lensing is an | 
: Joseph P. Gluck edited the | 
footage down to a tight 55 minutes. | 


Pic, | 


Child of Man 


“Child of Man,” Danish- 
made, tradeshown in New York 
vesterday (Tues.), was review- 
ed in Variety from Copen- 
hagen, March 3, 1947, under 
its original title, “Ditte Men- 
neskebarn.” Review noted 
that “fine seripting, directing 
and camera should afford pic 
a chance in the world .mar- 
ket.” Tove Maes was credited 
with a good acting job in the 
starring role, while the sup- 
porting cast of 25 was also 
cited. 

Pic, being released 
U. S. by Elsinore Pictures 
scheduled to open at the Nor- 
mandie theatre, N. Y., Jan. 31. 


in the 


is 








in a religious mood, this latest 
French import explores its theme 
with too little depth to carry con- 
viction. The drama breaks under a 
load of commonplace devotional 
attitudes which are slowly and 
sentimentally enacted. There are 
moreover, no standout marquee 
names to boost the b.o 

The screenplay, which was largely 
written by the noted French play- 
wright, Jean Giraudoux, is con- 
cerned with the spiritual agony of 
a novitiate nun who must conquer 
her pride before attaining holiness. 
The theme is unfolded within the 
confines of an actual Dominican 
convent, with some _ superficial 
glimpses into the rigorous routine 
of the inmates. Except for the star, 
Renee Faure, who is implausibly 
glamorized, a good cast of profes- 
sional actresses blends naturally 
into the nunnery’s environs. 

The yarn centers around the ef- 
forts of Miss Faure, a passionately 
devout sister of mercy, to save the 
soul of Jany Holt, a convict in a 
women’s prison. For some mysteri- 
ous reason, never adequately de- 
fined in the film, Miss Faure be- 
comes obsessed with the problem 
of Miss Holt’s redemption. 

At the point where the film 
should begin to probe Miss Faure’s 
motives, it lapses into a long di- 
gression into the petty jealousies 
and intrigues among the nuns. Miss 
Faure presses so hard for Miss 
Holt’s salvation that she incurs the 
ire of her superiors and is finally 
expelled from the convent. Miss 
Holt, meantime, shuns any expres- 
sion of gratitude to Miss Faure, 
realizing that the latter's apparent 
self-sacrifice is only a cover for 
pride and ambition. Miss Faure, 
who is cast out into a rainstorm, 
also realizes her sins in a long 
death scene, the final and most 
effective sequence in the film 

Miss Faure’s performance is 
flawed by a reverence which is the- 
atrically extravagant. Miss Holt 
does nicely as the tough criminal 
type while Sylvie, as the convent’s 
prioress, registers strongly with an 
authentic portrayal. Other 
bers of the cast are also competent. 

Herin. 


Le Portrait D’tUn 


Assassin 
(Portrait of An Assassin) 
(FRENCH) 
Paris, Jan. 3. 
| SELF release of SECA production. Di 
rected by Bernard Rolland Written by 
| Henri Decoin and Marcel Rivet: dialog 


; by Charles Spaak. Francois Chalais. Stars 


| Maria Montez, Erich Von Stroheim. Ar- 
letty, Pierre Brasseur; features Dalio. 
Jules Berry Camera, Roger Hubert: 
music, Maurice Thiviet: editor. Germaine 
Artus. At Rex, Paris Running time. 
90 MINS. 

Fabius Pierre Brasseur 
Eric Erich Von Stroheim 
| | ee Maria Montez 
ow ae Arletty 
a ee eee Dalio 


Impresario Jules Berry 





Pic has a high-powered cast in 
France, and strong marquee ap- 
peal anywhere in Eric Von Stro- 
heim, Maria Montez and Arletty 
|The original setting and pungent 
characterizations of the 
elements of the carnival world. 
combined with word of mouth ap- 


peal, sets pic up as a likely art! 


house entry. However, film is ham- 
pered by contrived scripting and 
ordinary direction, which does not 
take full advantage of the colorful 
background to point up the ensu- 


. ing drama. 


| Story concerns a daredevil mo- 
;torcyclist (Pierre Brasseur), who 
‘feels fear in his job, decides to 
kill his wife and leave the carnival. 
He wounds the wrong woman who 
turns out to be a neurotic femme 
impresario ‘Miss Montez). She 
loves only men who will risk their 
lives in dangerous stunts for her. 
If they fail, she puts their photos 
in her private hall of fame. Von 
Stroheim is one of her ex-lovers 
who lived through his fall, and is 
a hulk held together by braces. 
whimpering for affection. Miss 
Montez entices Brasseur into try- 
ing the death-defying double loop. 
He leaves his wife, who carries on 
in his place and is killed. Brasseur 
kills Miss Montez as he goes out 
to make his successful double loop. 

In her second foreign pic, Miss 


mem- | 


unsavory | 





'Montez is again a “femme fatale” 
‘replete with cigarette holder, bras- 
sy laugh and neurosis. Arletty is 
completely wasted as the noble 
+ wife, and Brasseur overplays his 
role as the confused Fabius. Von 
Stroheim comes off best as the 
'battered remains of a once-great 
artist. Production values are slick 
and music captures the carniva} 
lair. This is the pic Orson Welles 
‘was to have supervised, but which 
he walked out on. It could have 
used his help. Mosk, 





| Branquinol 
(Crazy Shew) 
(FRENCH) 
Paris, Jan 

reiease of 


10 
Cite-Films 

and written 

Gerard 


Fernard Rivers 
Fides production. Directed 
by Robert Dhery. Music, 
lyrics, Andre Hornez. Features Jean 
Carmet, Colette Brosset, Carrette, Ray 
mond Boussieres, Marcel Vallee, Christian 


‘a! 
Calvi 





Duvaleix. Camera, Jean Bourgoin: edi 
tor, Christian Audin. At Ermitage 
Paris. Running time, 75 MINS. 
Director : Jean Carmet 
DeMeee «= ec ceces Colette Brosset 
Stagehand .....-. Carrette 
Plumber ...ccccess Raymond Boussieres 
Maras ..ccccdsecs Marcel Vallee 
Comedian ....... Christian Duvaleix 
This is a French try at the 
“Helizapoppin” type of film. It is 


filled with pratfalls, chorus girls. 
madcap carryings-on and the usual 
incongruity of this type of pic 
However, this one lacks the timing 
and genuine comic feeling needed 
and bogs down into a rowdy bur- 
lesque. Its visual appeal cues it 
for second-run spots in stateside 
circuits. 

The slight story concerns the ef- 
forts of the Branquinol troup: 
break into a charity show being 
put on by the local marquis in 
little French town. They com- 
pletely break up the marquis din- 
ner party, and later go to work on 
the show. A balloon dancer is sent 
out in the middle of a Greek 
tragedy, the stage is torn up, and 
on a parody of a Wild West show 
two cannons are finally used to hit 
an egg at two paces. The theatre 
is demolished, along with the cloth- 
ing of the audience and the root 
of a neighboring church. 

Production musical numbers are 
second rate, and the songs are 
ordinary. The photography and ed- 
iting are adequate, and Robert 
Dhery’s direction does capitalize 
on some good running gags 4 
standout comedian is Christian Du- 
valeix, whose wild routines are the 
highspots of the pic. Pic possesses 
some natural exploitation value jo! 





the foreign grind circuit. Its 

rowdy aspects can be played up 
Mo: 
Vespre Siciliano 

(Sicilian Uprising) 
(IFALIAN) 
Genoa, Jan. 6 
Fincine release of EPICA-SAFIR j 


duction, Stars Marina Berti, Clara Cala- 
mai, Roldano Lupi; features Stephen Bai 
clay, Paul Muller, Ermanno Randi, Alco 
Silvani, Carlo Tamberlani, Aroido Ti 
Directed by Giorgio Pastina. Screenplay, 
Oreste Biancoli, Emilio Cecchi, Domenico 
Meccoli, Fulvio Palmieri, Giorgio Pastina; 
camera. Domenico Scala; music, Enzo Ma- 
setti: editor. Mario Serandrei. At Smerai- 
do, Genoa. Running time, 91 MINS. 


Based on an historical uprising 
which took place in Sicily in 1821 
“Vespro Siciliano” is an actioner 
which may please its share of cus- 
tomers in subsequent runs, bul Its 
not for the art trade. Entire filming 
was done in Sicily, employing a 
large cast and scores of extras. Pi 


iacks conviction and the proper 
punch. 
_ Routine tale has the oppressed 
Sicilians, led by legendary hero 
Gievanni da_ Procida_ (‘ Roldano 
Lupi), staging a revolt which ce- 
feats the occupying army and kills 
its leader, played by Paul Muller. 
Hawk. 
Tote Cerea Casa 
(Tote Wants a Home) 
(ITALIAN) 
Genoa, Jan. 3 
ATA release and production Stars 
Toto: features Alda Mangini, Lia Molfest. 
Arnoldo Tieri, Mario Castellani, Foice 


Lulli, Written and directed by Steno and 


Mario Monicelli: camera, Giuseppe Care 
ciolo: music, Giacome Rustichesi; editor 
Otello Colangeli. At Moderne, Geno# 


Running time, 80 MINS. 


A low-budget, old - fashioned 
comedy on an ever-topical subject. 
with a high laugh potential, “To!° 
Cera Casa” is a sure profiter here 
and may rate Italian language runs 


elsewhere. The housing shortase 
is used as pretext for a series of 
advantures involving comedial 


Toto as he searches for a ‘rome !P 


Rome. Script by Steno and Mario 
Monicelli has few pretenses “ 
originality or coherence, ¢'° 


points squarely on the comic's pe’ 
formance and personality 

Modest production coin, tious! 
visible technically, rarely gets | 
way of pic’s entertainment value= 
In Italy, where Toto fans 
legion, this one will pay off hen 
somely. Hauk 


ai’ 
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WB TOTES BALL FOR SHOWCASES 


Technical Color Advances Expected To 
Revolutionize H'wood Tinting in °50 


Technical advances in color¢ 


stocks over the past year, jed by 
new techniques developed by East- 
man Kodak, DuPont and General 
Aniline and Flm Corp. (Ansco), are 
expected to revolutionize the en- 
tire tinting end of the industry 
during the current year. AS a 


starter in a surge of color film out- | 
are now; & 
| scripters putting the final touches | 


put, the eastern labs 
prepping to swing into wholesale 
production of color prints within 
the next six months. The shift 


means a sharp cut in the costs of | 
making tinted prints.and a con- 


sequent boom in the number of 
chromatic films. 
De Luxe, Consolidated 


ported getting set to take on tinted 
positive work. These big labs are 
not equipped now for other than 
black-and-white work. Whatever 
equipment is required is already 
on order. A change in the bath 


and timing is needed in a switch | 
from black-and-white but no large- | 


scale conversion of equipment. 

While EK, DuPont and Ansco 
are still working to perfect nega- 
tive color prints, these companies 
have already brought positive print 
stock to a commercial basis. They 
plan big production of rawstock 
during the current year. 

Film technicians point out that 
Technicolor negatives can easily be 
adapted to color prints of the other 
outfits. From the Technicolor 
negative an answer print in Techni 
is made. In turn, a negative using 
one of the other systems is made 


from the answer print, and all 
positive prints are then duped 
from this second negative. 

Entire reason for the use of 


other positive rawstocks would be 
a sharp decrease in the cost of 
prints. While Techni prints cost 
6.22c per foot, it is expected that 
Ansco, DuPont and EK will pro- 
vide rawstock that will halve the 
price. Producers will undoubtedly 
turn to the eastern labs for volume 
print output regardless of whether 
the negative is in Technicolor or 
some other process. 


While a successful conversion | 


from Techni to some other positive 
(Continued on page 20) 





Big Hollywood Group 
Eyes Hearings In . 


D.C. on Theatre TV. 


Washington, Jan. 17. 

Forthcoming hearings before the 
FCC on large-screen theatre tele- 
vision are expected to attract one 
of the largest contingents of mo- 
tion picture people ever brought 
to the Capital. With the stakes 
big, it’s also anticipated the indus- 
try—producers, distributors and 
exhibitors—will put on a strong 
case before the agency for alloca- 
tion of radio frequencies for the 
service. 

» Just when the hearings will 
take place is still to be determined 
but it is considered unlikely they 
will get under way before late 
March or April. Commission's or- 
der last week on the proceedings 
Set Feb. 27 as deadline for filing 
comments and notice of appear- 
ance, with March 15 as final date 
for replying to comments. _ It’s 
presumed the proceedings would 
Start several weeks later. 

Commencement of the hearings 
Will likely depend on the conclu- 
Sion of the color phase of the video 
hearings, which resume Feb. 20. 
These proceedings are expected to 
occupy the Commission for at 
least five Weeks and may go on 
considerably longer, which would 
Mean that theatre video could 
hardly be considered before mid 
April. 

Pending 


; ) the proceedings, the 
Commission 


extended to Apri! 3 


outstanding temporary authoriza-| 


tions to Par and 20th-Fox covering 
their TV experimential relay sta- 
tions in New York. These exten- 
Sions were made subject to any ac- 
tion the agency may take in con- 


nection with its investigation of 
— of anti-trust viola- 





and | 
Pathe labs in New York are re-| 





Rep.’s 50 for 50 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 
Republic, which produced 50 pic- 
|tures last year, will 
| probably exceed that 
1950. 
Currently 


number in 
the studio has 14 


on 14 screenplays for early shoot- 
ing. 





Toronto Imperial 
Ist in Canada To 


Show Theatre TV 


Toronto, Jan. 17. 

On immediate arrival here from 
New York of now-completed tele- 
vision equipment, the Imperial 
(3,373-seats), flagship of Famous 
Players (Canadian) and the largest 
theatre in Canada, will be the first 
house in this country to show full 
screen video. While Famous, with 
some 650 theatres across the Do- 
minion, has applied on two oc- 
easions for a TV license to estab- 


lish a station here and has seen 
both applications refused by the 
State-operated Canadian Broad- 


casting Corp., the 
now been granted a Federal gov- 
ernment special permit to operate 
a “closed circuit” in the Toronto 
area. 

Government stipulation fis that 
the TV picture may be thrown on 
the standard screen but will not 
be available to the few thousand 
TV set-owners here who will still 
have to depend upon adjacent 
American border point outlets, 
though the CBC has now com- 
;mitted itself to the immediate 
building of a TV station in Toronto 
and has been given a Federal 
grant for this purpose. 

Despite the refusal of the CBC 
to grant Famous Players a tele 
license, the Paramount affiliate in 
Canada has continued to complete 
its technical preparations. Most 





chased in Canada wherever pos- 
sible, this including the mobile 
units built here, the chains of ca- 
meras, the aerial and other neces- 
sary engineering equipment. The 
major video unit, similar to that 
of the Paramount, N. Y., must be 
imported. That this must be “‘hand- 
made,” 
mass production of such theatre 
TV equipment, has caused some 
delay. 

When J. J. Fitzgibbons, presi- 
dent of Famous Players (Canadian), 
applied to the CBC for a license 
and stated that he was prepared 
to gamble on the admittedly high 
costs, he also said that he would 
proceed at once to convert one of 
his major downtown houses to 
studio and playhouse’ purposes. 
This is the Victoria, recently ren- 
ovated and now housing “Samson 
and Delilah” (Par), but which also 
now has TV workshops and as- 
signed studio spaces. Meanwhile, 
FPC has got around the CBC li- 
cense refusal and, with even a 
“closed circuit’ permit, is first to 
pioneer television in Canada. 


_— 


Sid Olcott Leaves 250G 
To Charities, Friends 
Los Angeles, Jan. 17. 
Will of the late Sidney Olcott, who 





'died last month in his 77th year, | 


left a fortune of $250,000 to 
friends, charities and medical re- 
search organizations. 
Director of Mary 
Marion Davies, Rudolph Valentino 
and other stars of a bygone era, 
Oleott bequeathed $10,000 to the 
Motion Picture Relief Fund as a 
memorial to his late wife, Valen- 
tina Grant Olcott. Another $10,000 


i}went to the Salvation army. 


equal and | 


big chain has | 


of the equipment has been pur-| 


in that there is no general | 


Pickford, ' 





ALL MAJOR GS. 
SEEN AFFECTED 


Entire complexion of major 
company production - distribution 
activities hinges on the attempt by 
Warner Bros. to win from the Gov- 
ernment the right to operate a lim- 
ited number of first-run showcases. 
If the Dept. of Justice consents to 





this proviso, four other Big Five | 


defendants as well as the Little 
Three will undoubtedly be granted 


tirely different light on the future 
first-run setup throughout’ the 
country. 

WB’s showcase target was dis- 
closed by Harry M. Warner, the 
company’s prez, in his annual 
stockholder report. Warner gave no 
indication of whether the Govern- 
ment would approve the principle | 
| but the fact that he recited that | 
request gave credence to an indus- | 
try belief that the Government is | 
favorably disposed. If it had been | 
a bargaining point without much 
chance of D. of J. okay, Warner 
would undoubtedly have left it un- 
mentioned, it’s felt. 

There is no question that other 
defendants would be granted the 
same privilege should Warners win 
its showcasing request. In its series 
of decisions, no Federal court has 
expressed opposition to theatre- 
ownership intended to help market 
product rather than dominate the 
exhibition scene. Moreover, both 
RKO and Paramount have provisos 
in their consent decrees which give 
them the right to amend, should 
another defendant win more favor- 
able terms. 

Neither the RKO nor Paramount 
decrees directly forbids ownership 
of theatres by the production-dis- 
tribution units. On the other hand, 
they do not authorize theatre ac- 
quisitions, and the question is cur- 
rently considered unanswered. AS 
for the Little Three, those com- 
panies are presently studying the 

(Continued on page 16) 


‘SEEK HIGH COURT RULE 








In an attempt to wipe out film 
censorship in the U. S., the Motion 
|Picture Assn. of America and 
United Artists will push for an 
appeal before the U.S. Supreme 
Court on the Memphis ban against 
UA’s “Curley.” Decision to file ap- 
' peal was made despite the fact that 
constitutionality of film censorship 
was passed over by the Tennessee 
supreme court in, quling that UA 
had no standing in*Tennessee be- 
cause it was neither an exhib nor 
had filed as a distrib doing busi- 
ness in the state. 

Tennessee court indicated, how- 
ever, that Claude Binford, Mem- 
phis censor, was wrong in banning 
“Curley” on racial grounds. Film 
shows a Negro boy playing with 
whites. It is still problematical 
whether the Supreme Court will ac- 
cept an appeal. 

In announcing the appeal, Eric 
Johnston, MPAA prez, cited the 
statement of the high court in the 
Government anti-trust suit to the 
effect: “We have no doubt that 
moving pictures, like newspapers 
and radio, are ivcluded in the 
press, whose freedom is guaran- 
teed by the first amendment.” To 
this Johnston added: “That’s our 
position exactly. We feel confident 
the Supreme Court will make this 
principle the law of the land for 
all time to come by ruling that 
{the motion picture, like the press, 
| cannot be censored anywhere in 
our country.” 
| Edward Raftery, UA attorney, 
and Hamilton E. Little, Memphis 
legalite, are handling the case for | 
the industry. 





Pixites End Hosp Tours 

A two-and-one-half-month tour 
of 98 Veterans Administration hos- 
pitals has just been completed by 
35 film performers. 

The tour, according to F. R. 
Kerr, assistant administrator for 
VA Special Services, was a “Take 
Hollywood to the Hospitals” proj- 
ect, conducted jointly with Vet- 
jerans Hospital Camp Shows. 





the same rights. It throws an en- | 


ON MEMPHIS ‘CURLEY’ 


WB's Strong Net Points Up Promise 
Of Best Profit by Majors Since 1947 





Metro Voting Feb. 23 


Election of Metro’s board of di- 


rectors for the coming year will | 


be held in the company’s New York 
office, Feb. 23, date now set for 
the annual stockholders’ meet. 

Stockholders of record Jan. 20 
will be privileged to attend and 
vote. 





Disney Big Biz 
Abroad Shown 
In Annual Report 


Big business traditionally cor- 
ralled by Walt Disney Productions 
overseas—a far greater proportion 
than that of other American dis- 
tribs—showed up sharply in the 
company’s annual financial report 
for 1949. Disney outfit aired an 
operating loss of $93,899 for the 
year ended Oct. 1, against a red- 
ink total of $39,038 in ’48. At 
the same time, blocked overseas 
currencies of $450,000 did not play 
a part in the report because of 
new bookkeeping practices aimed 
at crediting. only actual dollar re- 
mittances 

Devaluation hit Disney hard, 
slashing its dollar equivalents of 
foreign currencies from $850,000 
to $450,000. Blessings of overseas 
production were illustrated by the 
unit’s shooting of 
land” in Britain during the year. 
All blocked pounds were used in 
the project, and certain advances 
by RKO, partner in the venture, 
will be paid by Disney out of 
future British earnings. Hence, the 
sting was drawn from British de- 
valuation. 

Disney for a second year took a 
writeoff of $1,300,000 in the form 
of a provisional fund against pos- 
sible losses on films. This sum was 
not reduced, report stated, because 
of losses of $882,823 absorbed dur- 
ing the year, principally fron cur- 
rency devaluations. 

Gross income came to $5,685,055 
during the 12 months against $4.- 
949,744 in the preceding semester. 
Of this, $2,916,887 was derived from 


feature pix; $1,478,202 from shorts; | 
and $1,289,966 from comic strips, | 


licensing cartoon characters, com- 
mercial tieins and other deals. 

In the expense side of the ledger, 
amortization of features showed a 


sharp rise to $3,176,679 from $2.,- | 


188,041 in the preceding 
Other items were roughly 
parable with the prior stretch, 
shorts coming to $894,379, admin- 
istrative expenses to $898,936; 
other items brought the total to 
$5,778,954. 

Disney pushed the reduction of 
outstanding obligations during the 
year. Longterm loan, for which 
proceeds of a publication contract 
covering comic books are sole se- 


year. 


curity, was reduced by $210,145 
and now stands at $639,855. Loan 
of $1,000,000 made by RKO in 


October, 1946, has been completely 
liquidated. Debentures of $252,650 
were retired, leaving a balance of 
$743,050 outstanding. Company 
also retired 852 shares of preferred 


stock, acquired on the open mar- 
ket at a cost of $17,341. As of 
Oct. 1, total of 17,728 shares re- 


mained outstanding. 





Moira Shearer Set 
For British Korda Pic 


Moira Shearer, star of J. Arthur 
Rank’s “Red Shoes,” has been 
signed by Michael Powell and 
Emeric Pressburer to appear in 
their next film to be made for 
Alexander Korda’s London Film 


Productions. 
Another Korda picture to be 
made by Carol Reed will have a 


“Treasure Is- 


com- ; 


| 
| fiscal 
| 


+ Surprisingly strong profits gar- 


{nered by Warner Bros. in the six- 
| month period which ended in No- 
|vember points up the industry- 
wide rally which promises to give 
the companies their best profits in 
1950 since the heydays of ’46 and 
47. In reporting net profits of 
$10,466,534 for fiscal °’49, ended 
Aug. 31, Warners came up with a 
last-quarter take of $3,103,534. It 
just doubles the $1,516,000 gar- 
|nered in the comparative curtain- 
| quarter of 48, 

Moreover, company continued 
its gains in the first quarter of 
50, which ended Nov. 26, 
1949, according to the report of 
Harry M. Warner, company prez. 
Profits exceeded the net of $3,093.- 
000 garnered by WB in the com- 
parable period a year ago, Warner 
said. Although gross receipts were 


lower, amortization charges and 
operating costs have been sliced 


to the point where a bigger net is 
the result. 

In effect, the gains racked up 
result from an end. to the expen- 
sive writeoffs of costly, losing 
product. Warners, along with 
other majors, has now brought its 
production nut to a diminished 
point where the grosses run well 
ahead of studio and general ex- 
penses. 

WB’s net for the year is $1,371.- 
000 less than the take in 1948. 
Gross income also declined during 
the period to a t6Otal of $134,959.- 
000 from 1948’s income of $139- 
937. Equivalent earnings on the 
7,295,000 shares of outstanding 
common amounted to $1.43 per 
share against $1.62 in the previous 
year. 

In assessing the outlook, Warner 
said foreign business continues un- 
certain because of devaluation, re- 
mittance restrictions, quotas, for- 
eign taxes and discriminations and 
penalties aimed against Yank pix. 
Future in France, Western Ger- 
many, Japan and certain other 
countries looked better, WB prexy 
added. Blocked sterling in Britain 
is partly being used to produce 
“Stage Fright” and “Captain Ho- 
ratio Hornblower.” 

In a series of theatre transac- 
tions, WB sold six houses for $2,- 
581,000 and eight  non-theatre 
properties for $613,000. Half-in- 
terest in four houses was also sold 
for an aggregate of $509,000. Net 
profit of $1,240,000 resulted from 
these deals, of which $866,000 is 
reflected in fiscal ’49 and the bal- 

(Continued on page 20) 





Harry, Jack Warner 
Top Payroll at WB 
With $182,000 Apiece 


Harry M., Jack L. and Major AIl- 
bert Warner will come up for re- 
election as company directors at 
the Warner Bros. stockholder meet, 
Feb. 21, along with John FE. Bier- 
wirth, Waddill Catchings and Rob- 
ert W. Perkins. Five other direc- 
tors have terms which carry over 
for another year. 

Total salaries of officers and di- 
rectors during 1949 amounted to 
$1,203,570, Warner proxy disclosed. 
Topping the payroll was Harry M. 
and Jack L. Warner with $182,000 
each. Benjamin Kalmenson, sales 
veepee, and Harry M. Kalmine, 
theatre chief, each took $125,550. 

Major Albert Warner was paid 
$104,700 as veepee and treasurer. 
Perkins as veepee, secretary and 
general counsel drew $100,250 
while veepee Samuel Schneider 
took $100,050. Veepee Stanleigh 
P. Friedman was paid $65,600 and 
Samuel Carlisle, controller, $50,- 
620. 

On an official count, Major War- 
ner was top stockholder, as of 
Dec. 1, with 438,800 shares of com- 


mon plus 21,000 in trust. Jack 
Warner followed with 426,500 


shares and 21,500 in trust while 
Harry trailed with 265,750 shares 
outright, 16,000 in trust. 

Proxy revealed that Mort Blu- 
menstock, ad-pub veepee. paid off 


German locale, with lensing to be- a $14,000 loan from the company 


gin in June. 


jin the course of the fiscal year. 
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WHEN WILLIE 


COMES MARCH 


HOME... will be 
among the brightest 


attractions of 1950...and one 
of the year's best comedies! 
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“A laugh riot! One of the 
funniest comedies that has 


been produced in some 
time!” —Harrison’s Reports 


“A whammo comedy. Just 
as fine as ‘Male War Bride’. 


Will rack up sock grosses.” 
—Variety 


"One of the funniest in many 
a moon!” —The Exhibitor 


ike these... 
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L.A. Sags Albeit ‘Rib’ Smooth $37,000; 
‘Whirlpool’ NG at 406, ‘Nevadan 336; 
Two Jima’ 106, ‘General’ 236, Both 3d 


Los Angeles, Jan. 17. 


Nothing socko about new bills 
here this week, and surplus of hold- 


+ 
| 


overs is keeping overall biz pace | 


on mild side. However, 
Rib” is an exception, with sturdy 
$37,000 sighted in two theatres. 
“The Nevadan” shapes good $33,- 
000 in two houses although modest 
in Hollywood spot. 

“Whirlpool” is very disappoint- 
ing with slow $40,000 despite fact 
that it is playing in five sites. Stays 
over only part of second stanza. 

“Sands of Iwo Jima” continues 
in chips on special Carthay Circle 
run, with stout $10,000 for third, 
final frame. Being held back one 
week before opening regular first- 
run. Third and last session of “In- 
spector General” looks okay $23,- 


“Adam’s | 


Pitt, Wow $24,000 = 


000 in three situations, while final | 


five days of second week is down 
to only $13,500 in two Paramount 
houses. 
Estimates for This Week 

Beverly Hills, Downtown, Hawaii, 
Hollywood, Forum Music Halls 
(Prin-Cor) (834; 902; 1,106; 512; 2,- 
100; 55-$1)—“‘Without Honor” (UA) 
and “Wolf Hunters” (Mono) (2d 
wk). Down to $16,000 in 6 days. 
Last week, okay $25,700. 


Chinese, Los Angeles, Loyola, 


Uptown, Wilshire (FWC) (2,048; 2,- | 


097; 1,248; 1,719; 2,296; 60-$1)— 
“Whirlpool” (20th) and “Radar Se- 
ecret Service” (Indie). Slow $40,000. 
Last week, “12 O'Clock High” 
(20th) (3d wk-5 days), $16,600. 
Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern 
(WB) (1,757; 2,756; 2,344; 60-$1)— 


“Inspector General” (WB) (3d wk). | 


Oke $23,000. Last smart 
$34,300. 
Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) (2,- 


404; 1,538; 60-$1)—‘“Adam’s Rib” 


week, 


(M-G) and “Square Dance Jubilee” | 


(indie) (State only). Solid $37,000. 
Last week, “On Town” (M-G) (2d 
wk), $25,000. 

Pantages, Hillstreet (RKO) (2,- 
812; 2,890; 50-$1)—“‘Nevadan” (Col) 
and “Mark of Gorilla’ (Col). Good 
$33,000. Last week, “Holiday Af- 
fair” (RKO) and “Blondie’s Hero” 
(Col) (2d wk-5 days), $9,600. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 60-$1) 
—‘Thelma Jordon” (Par) and ‘Call 
of Forest” (SG) (2d wk). Slim $13- 
500. Last week, only $20,500. 

Ritz, Globe, Studio City, Vogue, 
Culver (FWC) (1,370; 799; 880; 885: 
1,145; 60-$1)—‘Free for All” (U) 
and “Undertow” (U) (2d wk-4 days). 
Light $7,000. Last week, $19,000. 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,216; 50-95) 
—‘‘Girls’ School” (Col) (2d run) 
with 8 acts vaude. 
Last week, ‘‘Bodyhold” (Col) (2d 
run) with 8 acts vaude, $15,400. 


Fair $16,000. | 


United Artists (UA) (2,100; 50-$1) | 


—‘‘Killers” (U) and “Brute Force” 
(U) (reissues) (2d wk-4 days). Slight 
$2,500. Last week, $5,500. 

Four Star (UA) (900; 60-$1)—"“My 
Foolish Heart” (RKO) (4th wk). 
Good $4,000. Last week, $4,200. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 85- 
$1.50)—“Sands Iwo Jima” (Rep) (3d 
wk). Sturdy $10,000. Last week, 
big $12,200. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; 85-$1)— 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO) (8th wk). Up 
to $4,000. Last week, mild $2,900. 





‘Kentuckian’ Bangup In 
Montl., 10G; ‘Heiress’ 20G 


Montreal, Jan. 17. 
“The Heiress” 


look standout here this week. 
er at small-seater shapes 
great. 


Estimates for This Week 
Loew's (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) — 
“Heiress” (Par). Solid $20,000. 
Last week, “On Town” (M-G) (2d 
wk), sock $17,000. 


Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60)— 
“Bride for Sale’ (RKO). Okay | 
$12,000. Last week, “Prince of | 
Foxes” (20th) (2d wk), good 
$14,006. 

Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60)—_ 
“Forsyte Woman” M-G). Nice 


$16,000. Last week, ‘‘Great Lover” 
(2d wk) (Par), big $11,500. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) — 
“Dangerous Profession” 
Okay $11,000. Last week, ‘“Fight- 
ing Man” (20th), $9,500. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-45) — 
“Fighting Kentuckian” (Rep) and 


en: rs at Loew’s and | 
Fighting Kentuckian” at Imperial | 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $564,000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 
Last Year $727,000 
(Based on 16 theatres.) 





‘Telson’ Leads In 





Pittsburgh, Jan. 17. 

“Jolson Sings Again” will be the 
big noise this Week, and no other 
pic is within a country mile of the 
Harris where playing. Picture had 
a terrific weekend, topping even 
“Jolson Story” figures by a few 
dollars, and should be around for 
a while. Penn's doing fairly wel! 
with “Mrs. Mike” and ‘‘Sands of 
Iwo Jima” is hoidinz up well in 
third stanza at Tulton, and holds 
again. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 45-80)— 
“Sands of Iwo Jima” (Rep.) (3d 
wk). Still healthy at 





‘Sinner’ Soars to Sock 
St. Loo Session, $17,000 


St. Louis, Jan. 17. 
After a slow start because of rain 
and sharp drop in mercury over 
weekend, biz gradually is picking 


up here currently. Of new pix, 
“South Sea Sinner” is boxoffice 
leader. Hypoed by personal of 





Shelley Winters, star of pic, it teed 
off with nearly record trade and 
will land a smash take at Missouri, | 


iwith big as holiday week total cer- | 
tain. “Battleground” still is show- | 


| ing 


“Free for All” (U) (m.o.). 


Stamina in third round at 

Loew’s. “Woman in Hiding” is do- 

ing well with vaude at Fox. 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—‘‘Inspector General’ (WB) and 
Just oke 
$9,500. Last week, “Great Lover” 
(Par) (3d wk) and “Holiday Affair” 
(RKO), $10,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)— 
“Woman in Hiding” (U) and vaude. 
Sturdy $17,000. Last week, 
“Trapped” (EL) plus vaude, $14,- 


Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Battleground” (M-G) (3d wk). Still 


ifancy at $16,000 after smash a, 


around | 


$9,500, much more than enough to | 


get it another session. 
great $11,000. 
Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Jolson Sings Again” (Col). Off to 
walloping start and on strength of 


Last week, | 


first two days, bigger than “Jol-| 


son Story.” Smash $24,000 or 
near. Last week, “Prince of Foxes’ 
(20th) (2d wk), $12,000. 

Penn (Loew’s) 
“Mrs. Mike”*(UA). 
Last week, “On Town” (M-G) (2d 


wk), $10,500 in 5 days. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80)— 
“Thelma Jordon” (Par). May 


struggle through to $14,000, not 
good. Last week, “Hasty Heart” 
(WB), disappointment at $13,500 
after glowing notices. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80)— 
“Hasty Heart” (WB) (m.o.). Word 
of mouth finally catching up with 


this. Should do better than an av- 
erage moveover at $9,000. Last 
week, “Inspector General” (WB) 


(m.o.), n.s.h. $7,000. 


Frisco Solid; ‘Montana’ 


$21,000, ‘Mike’ Fast 126 


San Francisco, Jan. 17. 

Biz is holding up well here 
despite torrential rains and record 
cold weather. ‘‘Montana” shapes 
okay at the Fox while “Bride For 
Sale” is pleasing at Golden Gate. 
Probably best showing will be 
“Thelma Jordon,” rated strong at 
Paramount, with “Mrs. Mike” sock 
in small-seater United Artists. “On 
the Town” looks big in second 
Warfield session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844; 60- 

85)—“‘Bride For Sale” (RKO) and 





“Apache Chief” (SG). Pleasing 
$15,000 or near. Last week, “Holi- 
day Affair’ (RKO) and “Black 
Shadows” (EL) (2d wk), good 
$7,000 in 4 days. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)— 
“Montana” (WB) and “Blonde) 


(Continued on page 16) 


(3,300; 45-80)—) 
Okay $45,000. | 


| 


| Okay $8,000 after sensational $17,- 


‘good $3,000. 


500 in second. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“South Sea Sinner” (U) and “Aban- 
doned” (U). Sockeroo $17,000 after 
terrific opening. Last week, “In- 
spector General” (WB) and “Sky 
Liner” (SG) (2d wk), $10,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 
“Prince of Foxes” (20th) and “Mary | 
Ryan, Detective” (Col) (2d wk). 
Down to $10,000 after big $19,000 
first session. 


Contino Lifting 
Baby 256, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Jan. 17. 

Such sock draws as “The 
Heiress” and Dick Contino stage- 
show are making boxoffice head- | 
way though having to overcome the | 
handicap of blizzards, sub-zero | 
temperatures and icy streets. Other 
newcomers are finding the going | 
rough. The high-stepping hold-| 
overs are “The Great Lover” and | 
“Prince of Foxes.” 

Estimates fer This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) — 
“Great Lover” (Par) (m.o.). Here 
after two huge Radio City weeks 
and still clicking at $6,000. Last 
week, “‘Without Honor” (UA), sad | 


$4,000. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70) — 
“Black Book” (EL). Tepid $4,000. 
Last week, “Lady Takes Sailor” 
(WB) (2d wk), $4,200. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70) | 
—‘The Heiress” (Par). Fine bally | 
plus crix and patron praises help- | 
ing this to neat $17,000. Last week, | 
“Great Lover” (Par) (2d wk), smash | 
$13,000 after terrific $20,000 first | 
week. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; | 
55-77)—‘‘Baby Makes Three” (Col) | 
and Dick Contino unit onstage. 
Contino pulling them in, and looks | 
to hit terrific $25,600. Last week, | 
“Leave Them Laughing” (WB), 
good $11,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Dangerous Profession” (RKO). 
Mild $6,000. Last week, “The Out- 
law” (RKO) (2d wk), slumped to 














| 





000 first week. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70) —' 
“Prince of Foxes” (20th) (2d wk). | 
Strong $10,000 in 5 days. Last week 
terrific $18,000. 

World (Mann) (400: 50-90) —! 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO) (3d wk). Raves | 
on this one but still under ex-| 
pectations, and bows out after this. 
stanza. Okay $2,000. Last week, 








Cincy Hot; Iwo Jima’ Terrif $21,000, 
Lover’ Rousing 176, ‘Patch’ OK 746 


Cincinnati, Jan. 17. 
Sensational week that “Sands of 
Iwo Jima” is getting plus sock 
session for “Great Lover” 
above-par power from _ holdovers 


are swelling biz currently at major “Sands Iwo Jima” (Rep). 


and $6,000 after $7,500 in third 








$7,500. Last week, “Bagdad” (U) | 
(2d wk), modest $5,500. 
Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 55-75) | 
—“Heiress” (Par) (4th wk). Sturdy 
week. 
55-75)— 
Sensa- 


Palace (RKO) (2,600: 


‘houses. “Iwo Jima” is sensational [nal $21,000, bearing fruits of 


(RKO). , 


at Palace. ‘Great Dan Patch” is 
okay at Grand. 
Estimates for This Week 


smash Ohio preem campaign. Open-_ 


, ing night Wednesday (11) hypoed 
| with downtown military parade, 
| Hollywood 


lights, sound trucks, | 


Albee (RKO) (3,100: 55-75)-—| talks by city officials on WCPO 
“Great Lover” (Par). Hotsy $17,000 Program, induction of privates in) 


either way. 
“Battleground” which looks smash | 


| and 


H.0.’s Best in Det.; 


‘Molly X’ 86; ‘Iwo Jima’ 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


This Week $3,042,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 230 
thsntene phipfla fret rine in- 
tThEGtTES, Chi TY FiTSE Tuto, were 


cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,723,000 
(Based on 25 cities and 216 
Theatres.) 





Battleground’ Is | 
D.C. Champ, 266 


Washington, Jan. 17® 
Biz is in even stride along main 








| stem this week, with few flurries | 


At top of heap is 


at Loew’s Palace. At the other 
extreme is “Girl in My Heart” 
|which bit a_ new low at the} 
National. “Hasty Heart” at the 


Warner shapes solid. “All King’s 
Men” at Playhouse and “Outlaw” 
at Keith’s continue steady. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew's) (2,434; 44-85)— 
“East Side, West Side’ ¢*(M-G) plus 


vaude. Just okay $20,000. Last 
week, “‘Adam’s Rib” (M-G) plus 
vaude (2d wk), good $14,500 in|} 
final 5 days. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.939; 44-80) — 
“Outlaw” (RKO) (3d wk). Sturdy 
$14,000 after sock $20,000 last 
week. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,163; 


44-74)—"‘Great Lover” (Par) (m.o.). 


| Hefty $7,500 for smallseater and 


second consecutive downtown 
week. Last week, “Inspector 
General” 4WB) ‘m.o.), $8,500. 
National (Heiman) (1,600; 44-74) 
—‘Girl in Heart” (Mono). Rock- 
bottom at $3.500. 
To Judge” (Col) (2d wk), $4,000. 
Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Battleground” (M-G). Tops in 


|town with sock $26,000. Last week, 


!*On Town” (M-G) (2d wk), big 
| $9,000 for final 4 days. - 
Piayhouse ‘Loperi) (432; 55-90) 


—‘All Kings Men” (Col) (8th wk). 
Amazing $7,500 for this stage of 


'run. Last week, hot $8,000. Holds 
| indef. 

Warner (WB) (2,164; 44-74)— 
“Hasty Heart” (WB). Siriking 


$18,000. Last week, “Great Lover” 
(Par), fine $17.000. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 44-80) — 


“Facts of Love” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Okay $4,000 for final 542 days. 
Move early because of benefit 


preem of ‘Foolish Heart” (RKO), 
Last week, disappointing $5,000. 


Loud Noise in Philly 
Is ‘Battleground, Huge 
$38,000; ‘Thelma’ 186 


Philadelphia, Jan. 17. 
“Battleground” is making most 
of noise here this week. Sparked 
by the personal appearance of 
Denise Darcel and combined WB 
Metro advance 





house record set last fall 
“Midnight Kiss.” ‘Lady Takes a 
Sailor” is a real disappointment at 
the Mastbaum. ‘Dancing in the 
Dark” is only fair at the Fox. 

In contrast, “Thelma Jordon” 
shapes up big at the Goldman. 
“Chinatown at Midnight” with 
Ella Fitzgerald and Buddy Johnson 
band onstage is about par at the 
Earle. 


Estimate for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1.303: 50-99) — 
“Malaya” (M-G) (3d wk). Hefty 
$14,000 after last week’s $15,000. 
Boyd (WB) (2.360: 50-99) — 


| “Battleground” (M-G). Smash $38,- 
week, | 


000 to top town. Last 
“Holiday Affair” (RKO) (3d wk-1l 


| days), nice $16,000. 


Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99) — 
“Chinatown Midnight” (Col.) with 
Buddy 
gerald onstage. Good $25,000. Last 
week, “Without Honor” (UA) and 
Louis Prima orch onstage, $22,009. 
_ Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—"Danc- 
ing in Dark” (20th). Fair $18,000. 
Last week, “Prince of Foxes” 


Last week, ‘Tell | 


ballyhoo, the | 
war opus threatens to break the! 
by | 


Johnson orch, Ella Fitz-| 


Whirlpool’ $26,000, 
Big 156, 3¢ 


Detroit, Jan. 17. 
| Holiday holdovers are doing re- 


|markably well this stanza with 
|newceomers fair _to slim. “All 
King’s Men” still is strong in 


United Artists fourth week. Right 
| behind is “Iwo Jima,” smash on 
ithird Palms round. “Inspector 


|General” shapes okay in second 
|week at Michigan. Of the new- 
;comers, “Whirlpool” is best 


Fox. 
Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000: 70-95 
“Whirlpool” (20th) and “Girls’ 
School” (Col). Okay $26,000. Last 
week, “Dancing in Dark” (20th 
and “Chinatown at Midnight” (Col 


$22,500 
| Michigan (United Detroit) (4.- 
000; 70-95) — “Inspector General 
(WB) and “Mary Ryan, Detective” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Oke $15,000. Last 
week, nice $24,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)—‘Iwo 
| Jima” (Rep) (3d wk). Smash $15. 
000. Last week, $20,000. 

United Artists (UD) (2,000; 
95)—“‘All King’s Men” (Col) 
“Baby Makes Three” (Col) 
wk). Sock $14,000. Last 
$16,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95)— 
“Stormy Weather” (20th) (reissue) 
and “Cowboy and Prizefighter” 
(FC). Slight $5,000. Last week, 
|*Pirates of Capri” (FC) and “Sham- 
rock Hill” (FC), $7,000. 


70- 
and 
4th 
week, 


| Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95) 
—‘‘Bagdad” (U) and “Tough As- 
i'signment” (Indie) (2d wk). Okay 


$5,000. Last week, nice $8,000 


Downtown (Balaban) (2,900: 70- 


| 95)—“Story Molly X” (U) and “Un- 
dertow” (U). Fair $8,000. Last 
week, “On Town” (M-G) and 


“Black Midnight” (M-G) (3d wk), 
$6,000. 





‘CUGAT BAND BOOSTS 
FOR ALL’ 256, INDPLS. 


| 
| Indianapolis, Jan. 17 

Film biz still is retaining its 
strong new year drive at firstruns 
despite heavy weekend rains that 
cut down on grosses. Xavier Cu- 
gat band onstage is sparking “Free 
For All” to tallest take at Circle. 
“Outpost in Morocco,” at Loew's 
leads straight filmers, with “Sands 
of Iwo Jima” doing extra well in 
Indiana holdover. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2.800 
90)—“Free For All” (UU) with 
Xavier Cugat orch onstage Hot 
$25,000. Last week, “Heiress” 
|(Par), nice $12,000 at 44 to 65¢e 
; seale. 
| Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65)— 
“Sands of Iwo Jima” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Dandy $7,000 in extra 4 days after 
sock $16,000 first week. Gets 
| moveover. 
| Loew’s (Loew's) (2,427: 44-65) 
|“Outpost Morocco” (UA) and “Too 
Late for Tears” (UA). Sturdy $11.- 


50- 


000. Last week, “On Town” ‘(M-G) 
(2d wk), nice $8,000 in 4 days. 

| Lyrie (G-D) (1.600; 44-65)— 
| “Story Molly X” (U) and “Savage 
Splendor” (RKO), Mild $5.000. 
Last week, “Prince of Foxes” 


| (m. 0.), oke $5,000. 


‘Bagdad’ Sultry 156, 
Cleve., ‘Dancing’ 126 


Cleveland, Jan. 17 

| April-like weather is definitely 
helping new entrants this week. 
“East Side, West Side” is not show- 
ing much at State but “Bagdad” 
shapes fancy at Palace. “Dancing 
'in Dark” also looks smooth at 
Allen. 

| Estimates for This Week | 
Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-70 
'“Dancing in Dark” (20th). Nice 
'$12,000 or near. Last week, “Prince 
(of Foxes” (20th) (8d wk-4 days’, 
$8,000. 

Esquire (Community) (704: 
$1)—“Jolson Sings Again” 
(12th-final wk). Down to 
after oke $3,500 last week. 
Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 50-70)—- 





70- 
‘Cob 
$ 3.000 


“Beyond Forest’ (WB). Ok#) 
$17,000 or near. Last week. °!"- 
spector-General” (WB) (2d wk-4 
days), $8,000. 
| Lower Mall (Community) (563: 
50-85)—"“Fallen Idol” (SRO) ‘3d 


Wk). Lethargic $3,000. Last week, 


$3,566. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-70 
“Bagdad” (U). Kicking up dust at 
$15,000 or near. Last week, “Brice 





“Lovable Cheat’ ¢Rep). Great 8 “Pein Marine Corps Reserves, and salute (20th) ( ‘k) ‘ 

$10,000. Last week, “Bagdad” Ana Gp sg nin rrinee of to local Iwo Jima heroes. Last! lehman’ (Cicldmant 11 too: 50- et ng (REO), $12,500. 70 

36.500" “Strange Bargain (U), | Capitol (RKO) (2 000: 55-75) sea” Takes Sailor” (WB), | 99)—“Thelma Jordon” (Par). Big Seat” eke ea ane yee 

xy Qtpheum (C.T.), (1,040; 34-60 | oe ree OOO after sitedy S11 260 | wpSnubert (RKO) (2,100; 55-75)—| (Par) (3d wi), cock Sieg K Over | Go0d $14,000, Last week, “Heiress 

“Without Honor” (UA) and “ive A $7, d after sturdy $11,000 | “Prince of Foxes” (20th) (m.o.).| Karlton (Goldman) (1.000: 80-99) | a Pacey: pte - 55-70)— 

Search for Danger” (UA) (2d wk). | Second round. | All right $6,000. Last week, “Red | —‘Port of New York” (EL), Fair | ee (Loew's) (2.700; a 

Down to $4,000 after strong first| Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)—/ Shoes” (EL) (2d wk) (m.o,),/ $12,000. Last week, “Abbott Cr eground”  (M-G) (4th wn. , 

week at’$8,300, |’ ‘| “Gteat ‘Dai Patch” (UA), Oke! $4,500..° °° 1" (Continued on’ page | coe rey somnering sock $° } 
a 


16) 1/000 last folio. 
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VARIETY PICTURE GROSSES Ue 


Start, creating the usual flood scare 
in area. Downpour stopped Friday | 
(13) night, and weekend was good. | ‘ ee ? oe ‘ ’ ° ze 
re- i e asi ‘Gener air Result in firstruns shape up nicely, e , g t im Wo ig is 
ith “Sands Iwo Jima” at Rialto looms 9 3 ek 
All standout with big biz. “South Sea fee, 
in Chicago, Jan. 17. Sinner” and “Prison Warden” at Broadway continues sluggish but week. Has been playing day-date ee 
eht While a flock of new films aio " State shapes neat. “Hasty Heart” jpjs js partly attributable to the with Paramount, and should pick i 
on taking over Chi houses, biz re- Estimates Are Net at Mary Anderson may tax ‘capac- ‘number of extended-runs playing) up here now that run has been j 
tor mains in a slump. Holdovers are Film gross estimates as re- _ ity of house, with fine | session. _at firstrun theatres currently. Only | concluded at Par flagship. 
nd doing best. Rain midweek added ported herewith from the vari- Estimates for This ro ong. | five new bills were launched dur-' Roxy (20th) GS, 886; 80- $1.75) — 
des to dullness. Best holdover is} ous key cities, are net. ie., Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; ing the last seven days, and none | “Whirlpool” (20th) with Andy 
at “Outlaw,” in third week at Grand without the 20% tax. Distribu. 4° 65)— ‘Hasty Heart’ (WB). Picked | ;. particularly promising. The | Russell, Jay Marshall, Copacabana 
very strong at $20,000 this week, tors share on net take, when up fast after rain stopped. Nice weather was favorable most of the | Revue onstage. First session end- 
after sensational $28,000 last playing percentage, hence the $10,000 or near. | Last week, in- past week. ing tomorrow (Thurs.) is landing 
; frame. “Inspector General.” in| estimated figures are net in- (Spector General” (WB) (2d wk), ““«whiripool” and “South Sea just oka $65,000 but not so slow 
ps third week at Woods, is down to come. lively $7,000. ; (3.900: | Sinner” look strongest of new !P View of crix barbs on pie. Holds 
ast “slow $14,000. The parenthetic admission Rialto (F ourth Avenue) 3.00 ‘| product. Former, with Andy Rus- ovel onl; one week as planned. In 
th Among newcomers, _ brightest prices, however, as indicated, 45-65)—"'Sands Iwo Jima (Rep). | sel), Jay Marshall. Copacabana Re-| @head, “Prince of Foxes” (20th) 
O combo is at Chicago, with “Danc- include the U. S. amusement Pient) of interest in = one; —— vue onstage at Roxy. is getting a with Vie oe Lopping stage bill 
; ing in Dark,” and stageshow star tax. ing Se = oo ae sameey passably okay $65,000 despite the nee ee $61,000. ‘12 O'Clock 
4. ring Jules Munshin. Good $50,000 geamomm $15,000 rince of Foxes ">| beating the film took from the oie BS th ny with —— 
looks about all. Oriental’s “Whirl- F ; "State (Loew's) (3,000: 45-65)— critics. “Sinner” shapes fairly mara Penaae (27). essen 
pool” and Willie Shore topping “South Sea Sinner” (U) and “Pris-| 2904 $17.000 at the Criterion. State Loew's) (3,450: 50-$1.50) 
2 : . - a as » . ~ . - rT) ” > 6 x c 2, TIV, « ot ‘ 
- stagebill is just okay at $40,000. 0 ps 0 y, Mey “Warden” (Col. kite touthan Hidden Room,” at new first- “Rast Side West Side” taedts) 
idee Hasty Heart, at State-Lake, sex angle drawing attention: neat | TU" Broadway | Embassy, went to (4th wk). Down to $18,000 after 
shapes very dull $14,000. Mrs. $14,000. Last week. “Tell to Judge” | S™ash $13,000 in first stanza, aided kay $19,500 f third Lc 
1S Mike” is fair at Roosevelt with ‘Col) and “And Baby Makes Three” by reviewer praise. “Red Light” | Okay $19,500 for third round. Con- 
$13,000 St | l4 (Col) and ‘And Baby Makes Three is getting light $15.000 or less at tinues, with “Key to City” (M-G) 
0- Estimates for This Week oll + 9 AheVe pe er (1.200: 45-63). Globe while “Tension” is barely comin _ Aes 56: 55-$2) 
ind Chicago (B&K) (3,400; 50-98) — “Trapped” (EL) and “Fighting Red. Kay $8.500 at Rialto. New week- “ mae :" ioe WR) with 
=n “Dancing in Dark’ (20th) with Kansas City, Jan. 17. head” (EL) “Medium $6 000° Last | 'y change at Palace, with “Ne- Veumn Sse anon (3d-final oh). 
ae Jules Munshine onstage. Good $50,- Vaude continues big draw at week, “Dangerous Profession” vadan” and vaude, is building to Down to $30,000 or close after 
= 000. Last week, “Leave Them Orpheum with Celeste Holm head- (RKO) and “Mysterious Desperado” | fairly nice $19,000 or a bit better. | okay $42,000 ‘last week. “Hasty 
ue) Laughing” (WB) with Ritz Bros.,| ing five-act bill with “Story of (RKO), nice $5,500. “Sands of Iwo Jima” continues; Heart” (WB) with Gordon Mac- 
ap? $53,000. 5 Molly X” for sturdy money. Else- — as_ace straight-filmer with sock | Rae, Mimi Benzell, Paul Gray, 
“i Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98 — | where, trade is not so strong but $45,000 in third week at Mayfair, | Mitzi Maytair Dancers opens Fri- 
: “Act of Murder” (U) (reissue) slow “The Heiress” at Paramount looms: ¢ ° 9 ® following $53.000, over hopes, for day (20): 
im- $6.500. Last week, “Scarlet Street” | nice. “Malaya” at Midland is mild wo ma orrl second session. Extended run of Sutton (R&B) (561: 70-$1.20\—~ 
Qs) (U) and “Back Street” (U) (re- put “Dancing in Dark” in three rt Marines’ opus now is assured at “Fallen Idol” (SRO) (10th wk). 
his issues), $5,000. Fox-Midwest houses is barely hit- this house. “Battleground” also is| Ninth round ended Monday (16) 
erat Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-$1.20)— | ting average. “Leave Them Laugh- | holding well, with strong $25,000 | held to $11,000 after $11.500 last 
_ “Outlaw” (RKO) (3d wk). Still ing’ at Missouri is passably okay. for 10th Astor stanza. “Tight Lit- session. elitis 
"0 strong at $20,000. Last week, ter- “gands of Iwo Jima” made good enver ae ery? remains a big draw Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453: 
In- rific $28,000. for third week, moving to Esquire $12,000 for third week at 74-$1.50) “Tight Little Island” 
Ae Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) | from Tower. | Denver, Jan, 17 Trans-Lus 60th Street. (U) (4th wk). Off to $12,000 in 
ind agai eel ed nag pg Estimates for This Week “Sands of Iwo Jima” started R ‘Samson eel ee with third round ended last Saturday 
k ae Oe oe ee Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- smashing records at Denver, Es-| 1,58 Case band heading stage- (14), but still great, after $14,200 
, Last week, “Forsyte Woman = ~~ Ba casa?” (em) | ean ae . eae Aen We vs show, wound up fourth week of six iast week. 
(M-G) with Peggy Ryan and Ray ®)—~ Sands nl ome — JS. | Quire and W ebber, where day-< ate. days at Paramount. with $65,000, Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
ae : TS age ; ,|/0.). Third week downtown, okay on opening day, and will wind up ha <¢ acest: ‘ pels 7 Fc ig Pe 
MacDonald (2d wk), onstage ®. =: : V : Attar : totaling terrific $406,000, near all- $1.50)—“Al] King’s Men (Col) 
$34.000. $3,000. “we “eo —- ee" with terrific total for three ao time high for that period at the (11th wk). Tenth stanza ended 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98) — “ait TA, i saan” ae mn s The Heiress” is showing a ack Par flagship. Picture, without any Monday (16) was off to $15.500 
“Challenge Lassie” (M-G) aon ee (550: 75-90)— ot py thes ibe oe ae i stageshow, continues at the Rivoli. after solid $22,000 last round. 
Rarhar irs 9 ‘o]) ¥: s - s vv, ve s ¢ , 4s : <. , stavs ; eo tha i 
a On tad ak ea eee coe |“Fallen Idol” (SRO) (3d wk). Big fourth Broadway session, will hold A sor teen oat te te i one aro aaaes pcg Rochon 
(2d wk), nice $12,000. $3.000. Last week, $4,000. n px a fifth. “The Outlaw” is still doing “Battl 9 : d” (M ‘G) ‘10 Ages preem for L ighthouse Assn., with 
its Rialto (Indie} (1,700: 50-98)'— Midland (Loew s) (3,500; 45-65) nicely in second Orpheum week. | Siutding een i, _ (10th Wk). regular 1 rai “starting Feb e ; 
. “Paris Bombshell” (U) and “Raid- | — Malaya (M-G) and Mary Estimates for This Week ncing very well this week “ast a 
ins ers of Desert’ (U) (reiteses). Thin | RYS2, Detective (Col), Mild Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 35-74)—/ about $25,000. or a bit over; last 
el $6,500 Last week, “If I Had My $15,000. Last week, “On Town” “Baby Makes Three” (Col) and round was big $32,000. Stays on. 
xa Way" @) and “Rast Side Heaven” -‘M-G) and “Chinatown Midnight” “Riders Whistling Pines” (Col), Bijou (City Inv.) (598: $1.20- ‘lwo ma mash 
a (U). (reissues) $6.000 (Col) (2d wk-4 days), $7,000. day-date with Tabor. Fair $2,500. | $2.40) “Red Shoes” (EL) (65th 
a “Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500: 50-98)— Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 45-65) Last week, “Bagdad” (U) and| wk). Current frame is staying up 
be “Mrs. Mike” (UA). Sturd, $18,000. “Leave Them peerage Rm “Prison Warden” (Col), good $3,500. | nicely at about $9,000, after $10.- ry 
in Last week, “Sands Iwo Jima” | fouse Across Street” (WB). Pass- Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- VOO last week. _ Continues. () fj i) 0 S uff 
- (Rep) (2d wk), big $19,000. ably okay $11,000. Last week, 74)—"“Adam’s Rib” (M-G) (4th wk). Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 5 U 
State-Lake (B&K) (2:700: 50-98) “The Outlaw” (RKO) (2d wk), big Good $7,500. Holds again. Last “Ambush” (M-G) with Ink Spots, 
10- —‘Hasty Heart” (WB). Thin $14,- $!0.000. nslin ieee ~. week, big $9,000, | Sam Levenson, Bobby Sherwood 3uffalo, Jan. 17. 
ith 000. Last week, “Prince of Foxes” __Orpheum (Fox Midwest (1,847; Denham (Cockril) (1,750; 35-74) | orch Opens today (Wed.) Last Despite generally offish trend, 
lot (20th) (2d wk), oke $20,000. 55-65-85) Story Molly X” (U) “Heiress” (Par). Fine $14.000. | week \dam’s Rib” (M-G) with “Sands of Iwo Jima” is packing 
ss” United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- and Celeste Holm heading 5-act Last week, “Great Lover” (Par) Eddy Duchin orch, De Marcos, | Century with terrific session. “All 
5e 98: — “‘I'raveling Saleswoman” | Vaude bill. Sturdy $14,500. Last (3d wk), fair $9,000. ne ms, |Alitzi Green onstage (3d wk-10 King’s Men” is great at Lafayette 
(Col) and “Once More Darling”) Week, “Girl in My Heart ; (Mono) Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— | days’. was down to $61,000 after but otherwise the takings are mild. 
_ (Uy (2d wk). Dull $5,000. Last with vaude headed by Three Suns “Sands of Iwo Jima” (Rep) and $65.000 ior second weck. 2 7 “Inspector General,” big in first 
k). week. $7,000. and Penny Singleton. $17,000. «Belle Old Mexico” (Rep), day-date Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 59-$1.75) | round, is off in second at Center, 
™ Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 50-98)— | Paramount (Par) (1.800: ree ~ with Esquire, Webber. Smash $20,- |) — South Sea Sinner (U). Initia! i Mt Bi for This Week 
ste “Inspector General” (WB) (3d wk). The Heiress” (WB). Fine $12,006, 000. Last week, “Inspector Gen- week looks to reach fairly good Buffalo (Loews) (3, 900; 40-70)—~ 
Dull $14,000 or under. Last week, and holdover. Last week, “Lady eral” (WB) and “Tough Assign- $17,000 or near. Holds. In ahead, | “ygye. Mike” (UA) and “Spring in 
; os Takes Sailor” (WB), $11,000. _ ment” (Indie), $17,000. Bagdad” (U) (3d wk-8 days),! Park Lane” (EI). Barely okay at 
‘on : Tower - Uptown - Fairway ( Fo x Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)— $11,000. ' 7 $13,000 or close. Last week 
l.- Pr Slu sh But Ka e _ Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65) “Sands of Iwo Jima” (Rep) and Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) “Malaya” (M-G), $17.500. mows 
G) Ov. 291 y —“Dancing in Dark” (20th). Just “Belle of Old Mexico” (Rep), also — Red Light” (UA). First stanza is Paramount (Par) (3. 000: 40-70)— 
° + ’ barely average at $12,000. Last Denver, Webber. Big $4,000. Last getting only $15,000, but holds. “Thelma Jordon” (Par). Mild 
= Big 17G; Jordon 14G, week, Tower had “Sands Iwo Jima” week, “Inspector General” (WB) Last week, “Pirates of Capri” (FC), $11,000. Last week, “Jolson Sings 
v0) Jptown at ralrwal i ec $3 4 y ’ r 0U; 30-31.2: 
i Outlaw’ Great 176, 2d Ue 
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Chi Spotty; Dancing’-Stage $50,000, 
Hasty NG 146, ceased 4G, 





Providence, Jan. 17. 

Maijestic’s “Inspector General” i 
sock here this week to lead a fair- 
ly active town. State’s “Malaya” 
is just passable. Other stands 
carrying over pix for Tuesday and 
Wednesday openings. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Dangerous Profession” (RKO) and 

Call of Forest” (SG). Should do 
fair $8,000. Last week, “The Out- 
law” (RKO) and “Threat” (RKO) 
(2d wk), wow $17,000. 

Fay's (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—“High 
Seas” (Indie) and vaude onstage. 
Fair $6,500. Last week. “Two 
Yanks Trinidad” (Col) and vaude, 
good $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) 

“Inspector General” (WB). 
bill lifting to sock $17,000 or near 
for Danny Kaye pic. Last week, 

“Prince of Foxes” (20th) (2 wk), 
neat $12,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—“Port of New York” (EL) and 

“Wolf Hunters” (EL). Opened 
Monday (16). Last week, “Trapped” 
(EL) and “Spring in Park Lane” 
(EL), weak $6,500. 

State {(Leew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Malaya” (M-G) and “Chinatown 
at Midnight” (Col). Being carried 
extra three-days to Wednesday 
opening of “Sands of Iwo Jima” 
(Rep), Only okay at $10,008 in 10 
days. 

Strand (Silverman) (2 ,.200; 44-65) 
—"Big Wheel” (UA) and “Blon- 
die’s Hero” (Col). Opens Wednes- 
day (18). Last week, “Thelma 
Jordon” (Par), fine $14,000 in 9 


(2,200; 44-65)— | 
Single 











of Foxes” (20th) (3d wk), fine 


$10,000. 


TWO JIMA’ NEW HIGH, 
GIANT $18,000, OMAHA 


Omaha, Jan. 17. 

Records loom for two houses on 
successive weeks here. “Sands lwo 
Jima” at Orpheum threatens to 
get biggest straight picture biz in 
vears with colossal total. Despite 
sleet and cold, the 8,000-seater is 
o nway to new record. “On the 
Town” also is sock at Paramount. 
Brandeis just closed two weeks of 
“The Outlaw.” first week being 
sensational for this smail house. 
Two weeks total was all-time rec- 
ord for house. 

Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
65)—“‘Sands of Iwo Jima” (Rep). 
Colossal $18,000, and new all-time 
high here. Last week, “Impact” 
(UA) and “The Crooked Way 
(UA), $11,000. a 

Brandeis (RKO) (1.500; 16-65)— 
“Baby Makes Three” (Col) and 
“House Across Street” (WB). Okay 
$7,000. Last week, “The Outlaw” 
(2d wk), smash $8,500. 

Paramount ‘Tristates! (2,800; 16- 
65' — “On Town” (M-G). Socko 
$12,000. Last week, “Holiday Inn” 
(Par) and “‘Lady Eve” (Par) (re- 
issues), $9,800. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
—“‘Gal Who Took West” (U) and 
“Search For Danger” (FC). Good 
$9,500. Last week, “Great Lover’ 
(Par) (m.o.), fancy $9,800. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65'— 
“Adam’s Rib” (M-G) (2d wk). Big 





‘$6,500, Last week, $7,200. | 


"1WO JIMA’ STURDY IN |H ()’s Slow B'way: 


| L’VILLE WITH $16,000 


Louisville, Jan. 17. 
Current week teed off with rainy 





Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 35-74)— 
“Outlaw” (RKO) and “Threat” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Fancy $12,000. Last 
week, big $20,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 
“Red Light” (UA) and “Square 
Dance Jubilee” (Indie). Okay $7- 
000. Last week, “‘Bagdad” (U) and 
“Prison Warden (Col), good 


$8.500. 
Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 

“Baby Makes Three” (Col) and 
“Riders Whistling Pines” (Col), 
day-date with Aladdin. Fair at 
$4,000. Last week, “Abandoned 
Women” (U) and “Texas Trail” 
(Indie), good $5,000. 

35-74) — 
(Rep) and “Belle 


Webber (Fox) (750; 
“Sands Iwo Jima” 
Old Mexico” (Rep), also Denver, 
Esquire. Great $4,000. Last week, 
“Inspector General” (WB) and 
“Tough Assignment” (Indie), 
$2,500. 


‘Montana’ Tall 13G, Port.; 
‘Iwo Jima’ Big 8G, 3d 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 17. 
Two new pictures at firstruns 
this week. ““Montana” at Orpheum 
and Oriental shapes tops with sock 
total. “Dancing In Dark” at Para- 
mount booms nice. Ace holdover is 
“Sands of Iwo Jima” at Broadway 


35-74)— 


35-74 i — 





where still smash in third week. Heart” 


Biz in general is okay 
worst blizzard in 50 years. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 
—“Sands Iwo Jima” (Rep: and 
“Belle Old Mexico” (Rep) (3d wki. 
Big $8,000. Last week, sock $10.000- 
Oriental (H-FE) (2,000: 50-85)-—— 
“Montana” (WB) and “Trapped” 
(EL), day-date with Orpheum. Big 
(Continued on page 16) 
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despite opens tomorrow 


Andy Russell Oke 


_“Hidden Room” (EL) (2d wk). 
Staying up well in initial holdover 
round, after smash $13,000 first 
week. Helped by unusually fine re- 
views. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736: 50-$1.20) 
—‘Sands of Iwo Jima” (Rep) (3d 
wk). Holding in splendid fashion 
with very stout $45,000: second 
week was socko $53.000. Continues. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Nevadan” (Col) and vaude. Land- 
ing nice $19,000 or over. Last week, 

“Traveling Saleswoman” (Col) with 
vaude, $18,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
-— “Thelma Jordon” (Par), plus 
Bill Lawrence, Jerry Wald orch, 
Jean Carroll, the Jaywalkers on- 
stage. Opens today (Wed.). Last 
week, “Samson and Delilah” (Par) 
with Russ Case orch topping stage- 
show (4th wk-6 days), finished off 
terrific run at $65,000, very big for 
abbreviated session, after sock 
$85,000 for third (90c.-$1.80 
scales). Makes giant $406 0Q0.for 
four weeks. close to record here. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — “On 
Town (M-G) with  stageshow 
(6th-final wk). Finishing record 
run at $102,000 or near, after big 
$118,500 for fifth. Makes grand to- 
tal of $874.500 for six weeks, new 
all-time high at house. “My Foolish 
(RKO) with stageshow 
(Thurs. ). 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)—“Ten- 
sion” (M-G) (2d wk). Initial 
round ended last night (Tues.) 
was $8,500. In ahead, “Flying 
Saucers” (FC), $7,500. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092: 60-$1.25) 
—Samson and Delilah” (Par) 
(4th wk). Current frame winding 
up today (Wed.) is holding well 


‘at $33,000. after $40,000 in third; 


‘Whirlpool’ Phas 
656, ‘Sinner’ 176, 





and then ‘pulled. 

Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70)—“In- 
spector General (WB) (2d wk). 
Down to $8,500 after big $15,000 
opener. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3 900; 40-70:— 
“All King’s Men” (Col) and 

“Blondie’s Hero” (Col). Big $16,000 
or better. Last week, “Woman in 
Hiding” (U), $14,000. 

Century (20th Cent.) (3,000: 40- 
70)—“‘Sands of Iwo Jima” (Rep) 
and “Belle Old Mexico” (Rep). Ter- 
rifie $20,000, and may hold. Last 
week, “Outlaw” (RKO) (2d wk), 
nice $10,000. 


Ink Spots Tilt ‘Lassie’ 
Giant $26,000, Toronto; 
‘Ribbon’ Kobust $20,000 


Toronto, Jan. 17. 

Return of vaude to the Uptown 
with Ink Spots heading bill is 
boosting “Challenge to Lassie” to 
smash round. Big, too, is “Yellow 
Ribbon” at Imperial. 

“Dancing in Dark” 
in three spots. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol, Nertown, Shea’s (FP) 
(1,079; 959; 2,386; 40-70:— ‘Dancing 
in Dark” {20th}. Fine $15,000. 
Last week, “Thelma Jordon” (Par), 
ditto. 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (20th) (1,059; 955; 698, 694: 
35- 60) — “Trapped” (EL) and 
“Down Memory Lane” (EL). Light 
$10,500. Last week, “One Last 
Fling’ (WB) and “Stampede” 
(Mono), okay $13,000. 

Eglinton, University (PF) (1,080: 
1,556; 40-70\—“Whirlpool” (20th). 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Wednesday, January 18, 1950 









somee PICTURE SINCE 
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—this prediction is being made by experienced industry observers on the basis of engage- 
ments in Atlanta, St. Louis, Cleveland, Miami Beach (4th Week of continuing run) and 
multiple booking on West Coast, all of which are just as sensational as the New York 
and Los Angeles Premieres. Off to flying start at Philadelphia, New Haven, Memphis, 
Washington, D, C. and more, every day! 


‘BATTLEGROUND’ FACTS 




















“EXTRA! 
Philly 
4th Week in Cleveland and at press time heading for first 
a 5th! Breaking all records! —.. 
3rd Week in Atlanta (this hasn’t happened in three 20-year 
years!). Continues record-breaking run! record!” 
3rd Week in St. Louis (a two-year mark!) and contin- : 
ves record-shattering pace! CS a 














AMAZING SUBSEQUENT 
RUN BUSINESS! 


Typical of what you can expect 
is Los Angeles subsequent runs. 
Beverly Theatre in Beverly Hills 
plays usually five to seven days. 
“BATTLEGROUND?” is holding 
two weeks! Village Theatre, West- 
wood, never holds more than 
seven days. “BATTLEGROUND” 
plays ten! 








BEATS INDUSTRY’S ALL- 


TIME BiG ONES BY 30%! 


Variety lists following Biggies 
among industry’s all-time top 
grossers: ‘Three Musketeers,” 
“Easter Parade,” “Green Dolphin 
Street,” “Till the Clouds Roll By,” 
“Meet Me In St. Louis,” ““Random 
Harvest.”""“"BATTLEGROUND’” is 
outgrossing these by as much 
as 30%! 














YES! EXTRA TIME FOR M-G-M’s ‘BATTLEGROUND’! 





ASTOR, N. Y., IN 3rd 
MONTH OF RECORD 
RUN! 


Continues Big after cracking all- 
time Astor records. Selected by 
N.Y. Times: “One of the Ten Best 
of the Year.” One of the lead- 
ing contenders for top honors as 
predicted by N. Y. Mirror which 
said:“Shouts for Academy Award.” 
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Spain Still Tough on U.S. Pix Imports: 


Dutch May Ease 357, Admission Tax 





Washington, Jan. 17. + 


, re : 
Spain continues to squeeze down ‘Birkhahn in N.Y. From 


on import of American films, ac- | . ? 
cording to latest figures reported Poland on Film Stint 


by the motion picture-photographic | 
branch of the U. S. Dept, of Com- the agreement between the Motion 
merce. Between Oct. 15 and Nov. | Picture Export Assn. of America 
30 only one new import license and the Polish film monopoly, 
was granted for the importation of Film Polski, arrived in New York 
an American picture. During the yesterday (Tues.) on the Batory on 
first 11 months of 1949, only 84 his first U. S. visit in three years. 
Hollywood features were released Birkhahn will be in New York 








in the firstrun theatres of Madrid, for several weeks to confer with 
period of 1948. manager, Irving 
Commerce points out that some been with MPEA since formation 
of the film import licenses now be- ©! the organization in 1946. Prior 
ing issued by the Spanish govern: to repping the association in 
under clearing agreements, which %! 14. 
bars their sale for our films. Mean- 
time, there is some increase in So E 606 Cl . 
Spanish production and it is re- uSa state aim 
orate in putting out some of these Latest Hassle on Forst 
Spanish pix. Rawstock production ‘ >ne 
in Spain is now up to 400,000 me- 5-Vear-(ld Madeln Pic 
ters a month, with another factory 
open some time in 1950. Latest hassle in the five-year cy- 
Commerce reports further that ir “ eer een needa 
negotiations continue between | 2" hie 88 “wi wie 
Netherlands exhibitors and. the Agfacolor. musicomedy, —- 
Ran gh : tags when local legal reps of the John 
reuyerenay whe ag agg _ Philip Sousa estate said they want 
“a: . « ° e Q a “ ‘ . g’ 
municipalities with the connivance $60,000 a has sega pred 
of the central government, which MUSIC 17 the pic. & ay! 
ae eres : “hPa ~ would be a crippling blow to Forst, 
ge —— . anny admissions aes with pic just embarked on earning 
Peru is classifying films now in ‘career here and élsewhere in the 
five different groups. These are: German-language market. .Matter 
for persons over 15; adults only; j{jon. 
not suitable for unmarried women. Film’s dramatic highspot is a 
and recommended. “Recommend- “pattie of music” between Vien- 
ed” means that it is suitable for pese composer-conductor Carl Mi- 
merit. /and his Band at Christiania (Oslo) 
| World’s Fair in the 1870’s. When 
; ‘“Madeln” was in production (1943- 
US. AUSSIE INDIES T0 44) the war was still on, Nazis 
? didn’t trouble themselves much 
countries, and anyway, there was 
Sydney, Jan. 10. tia 
Kethel McCreadie, who, with tions for the Sousa work. In origi- 
brother Tom McCreadie, is co-| "4l negative band and its leader 
partner of Embassy Pictures, Ltd., “e’e. identified as Sousa, and 
signatured with the Howard C. S'ripes Forever” were in their 
Brown Productions, Hollywood, to original U.S. arrangements. : 
make a pic here this year titled C ame the peace and hiatus until 
“The Kangaroo Kid,” based on a !949, when film was finally cut and 


compared with 105 during the same | the MPEA’s veepee and general 
ment are valid only for imports 
ported that the U. S. may collab- 
under construction and due to Vienna, Jan. 10. 
Dutch government to ease the 35% |Madeln,” popped up this week 
is now beginning to hint that it ? sum—especially in greenbacks— 
suitable for all audiences; suitable js sure to go into lengthy litiga- 
all audiences and has special ¢hael Ziehrer (Forst) and Sousa 
MAKE PIC DOWN UNDER with reproduction rights of other 
said this week that a deal had been arches, including “Stars and 
story by Tony Scott Veitch. Pic, synchronized in Zurich under 


according to McCreadie, will be Forst’s personal eye. Band's billing | 


directed here by John English, with WaS changed to “John Cross” and 
camerawork by Ww. th 
Greene, both of whom will plane 2"4 patched so that : 
from Hollywood. marches came out in bits and 


, _ snatches of Sousa rather  hap- 
seb seus nae ee ne hazardly pieced into ogee 
filmsters, chosen from Rod Came- —* oe eae kak ow, 
ron, Vincent Price, Glen Langdon, | allows not over six bars of com- 
aad Dee, RE pon uss nage sre 
a ge ae wi production without payment. Now 
said that this is the first deal with ;,., up to litigants to decide wheth- 


a U. S. unit set by an Aussie pic .. Forst mangled Sousa to the 


tl eg ie gels point where no six straight, rec- 
pee pose doll b aye m MAKE ognizabie bars were used. To 
= a ays. American ears there’s no doubt 


Embassy has already made two jhe music is Sousa’s, however. 
pix here—“Another Dawn” and Under the Nazis, the march 
“Into the Straight.” king’s work was verboten. They 
claimed his real name was Samuel 





Oppenheimer and that the “Sousa” | 


500 U.S.-Foreign Pix Prints sobriquet was just these initials 


plus “U.S.A.” As a matter of fact, | 


M . considerable Sousa music has al- 
In 1706 Montevideo Fire ready been pirated by European 
Montevideo, Jan. 10. | Publishers. Rights for German lan- 


: age area are still held by Ben- 
A fire which broke out a month es in Hamburg. 


re in the storerooms of Distribu- 
idora Censa of Montevideo de- z 
stroyed more than 500 copies of Kurope Festival Heads 
unreleased U. §., European and 
Argentine pix, causing losses 
amounting to around $170,000 
(U. S.), only a part of which was 
covered by insurance. Since then 
Censa has acquired distribution 
rights to 17 Mexican productions. 


_ Uruguayan exhibitors continue 
inaugurating new theatres in and 
around Montevideo, the latest ad- 
dition being the Iguazu, on the. 
omni B a —— Tineens /represent the Edinburgh — 
exhibitors ‘continue favoring the divector of the festival, he'll, be 
continuous system of exhibition, guest of the Burgomaster of The 





Amsterdam, Jan. 10. 

Elimination of rivalry between 
the festivals of Edinburgh, Amster- 
dam and Salzburg is one of the 
discussion points slated for a meet- 
‘ing here this month. Delegates 
| will also talk over ways to prevent 
program duplication. 

Lord Provost Sir Andrew Murray 
of Edinburgh is arriving by atr to 


Which flopped heavily over in At- Ty,sue at dinner and the Burgo-| 


gentina. 

‘ a ann Meqiteine, which pro- 
uced two pictures in Uruguay in + . 

1949, is getting set to make a com- New Int’! Pix Prod. Group 

edy starring Pinocho with Mirtha London, Jan. 10. 


Torres, and directed by Adolfo All West European film produc- 
Fabregat. Pinocho gained fame ing companies, as well as Israel. 


master of Amsterdam at lunch. 





through radio work, and has been | are taking part in the formation 
signed for Argentine broadcasting of a new Internationai Federation | 


Programs throughout 1950. 


of Film Producer Assns. 


Stolz Hit for London 


Vienna, Jan. 10. 
After seeing Robert Stolz’ new 
operetta, “Springtime in Vienna,” 
a hit at the Stadttheatre here, Lou 
Wilson, production manager of 
Prince Littler, of London, decided 


to him for Britain one year ago 





Jean Birkhahn, supervisor of | 


Maas. He has} 


Poland, he was stationed in Bul- 


no channel available for negotia- 


Howard Soundtrack was carefully snipped | 
American | 


Meet to Nip Duplication | 


by the composer in London. 

| Wilson and Sam Harbour, gen- 
/eral manager of the Lofidon Coli- 
'seum (where the operetta is to be 


| played), returned to the British 


| capital today (10). 


New Aussie Govt. 
Seen Aiding Pix 


Sydney, Jan. 10. 

With the new Robert Menzies 
Liberal government set to step into 
| office, it’s believed many postwar 
controls will be lifted. 
| standing in political circles is that 
‘the motion picture industry will 
|come into the spotlight under the 
new regime, mainly on admission 
charges, although there is some 
talk that major distributors may 
be given the greenlight covering a 
revision of rental charges, plus a 
more liberal coinage unfreeze. 

Price control governmental ex- 
ecutives will meet 
Jan. 20 to discuss the pic setup. 
It’s understood that exhibs will 
bring down evidence proving the 
enormous increase in theatre oper- 
|ation in recent years and plea for 
ithe okay 6n an admission increase 
covering the entire 
There have been slight increases 
granted in Sydney and Melbourne, 





but nothing has been done for ex- | 


hibs in Queensland (where one 
showman told Variety that he’s 
still charging the same admissions 
as he did 21 years ago), South Aus- 
tralia and Tasmania. 


Higher wages, tough taxation, 
rise in technical equipment costs, 
are just a few of the headaches be- 
setting Aussie showmen presently. 
The distribs, too, have got their 
own headaches with upped over- 
head, fixed rentals and coinage 
freeze of 50°%. 


TURHAN BEY PREPS OWN 
PIC IN NATIVE VIENNA 


Vienna, Jan. 3. 

Turhan Bey, who stems from a 
Turkish father and Viennese 
mother and was brought up in this 
city by the Danube, came back to 
prepare for a film he proposes to 
finance and star in here. Shoot- 
ing is scheduled for March or 
April in Austrian locations and 
Vienna studios. 

Local press announced the pix 
theme was to be on Giuliano, 
Sicilian bandit chief, but Bey has 
nixed the idea, on the ground that 
the [Italian is a real gangster and 
no Robin Hood. Says he’s got a 
better story line, but won’t reveal 
it as yet. 

Bey and his mother are living in 
their family mansion. 














Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Jan. 17. 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (137). 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (38). 
“Before Party,” St. Martin (12). 
“Big Show 1949,” Palladium (13). 
“Black Chiffon,’’ Westm’ster (38). 
| “Bonaventure,” Vaude (6). 
“Brigadoon,” Majestic (40), 
“Castle Air,” Adelphi (6). 
“Dapbne Laurola,” Wynd’m (43). 
“Death of Salesman,” Phnx (25). 
“Eliz. Slept Here,” Strand (12). 
“Fallen Angels,” Ambass. (6). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (15). 
“Harvey,” Prince of Wales (55). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (51). 
“Her Excellancy,” Saville (30). 
“Ice Vogues,” Stoll (27). 
“King’s Rhapsody,’ Palace (18). 
“Lady’s Not Burn’g,” Globe (37). 
“Me and My Girl,” Winter (6). 
“Murder at Vic,” Playhouse (5). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (137). 
“Old Vic Rep,” New (14). 
“On Monday Next,” Comedy (33). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (59). 
“Philly Story.” Dutch’s (7). 
“Sauce Tartare,” Cambridge (35). 
“Streetcar,” Aldwych (9). 
“Tess & Bill,” Vic. Pal. (12). 
“Third Visitor,” York’s (32). 
“Travelier’s Joy,” Criterion (84). 
“Treasure Hunt,” Apollo (18). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (143). 
“Young Wives Tale,” Savoy (27). 


to make use of the option given | 


Under- | 


here around | 


Antipodes. | 





Censors Again Snip U.S. Pix Abroad; 
Denmark Leads Latest Attack 





—¢ Series of censorship pin-pricks 


'Avanzo Due on Coast 
| To Help ‘Volcano’ Cutting 


| Renzo Avanzo, co-producer with 
Ferruccio Caramelli of the Anne 
‘Magnani starrer, “Volcano,” is 
| scheduled to arrive in New York 
end of the week. He then proceeds 
| directly to the Coast to assist the 
| film’s director, William Dieterle, 
|in completing the cutting and ed- 
| iting. 

tor of a new camera which facili- 
tates shooting underwater scenes, 
reportedly is accompanying Avan- 
zo. Alliata will also go to the 
Coast to demonstrate his devise to 
the industry. 


Record $83,283,400 Was 
Spent by Canadians On 
Pix in 1948; 67; Over ’47 


Ottawa, Jan. 17. 

Canadians spent a record $83,- 
| 283,400 in motion picture theatres 
iin 1948, reports the Bureau of 
Statistics, a 6% increase over the 
| 1947 total. Of the 1948 gross, $13,- 
626.000 went to federal and provin- 
cial governments in taxes. Net re- 
ceipts were up by 11%, and there 
was a 1% gain in paid admissions 
which totaled 222,459,200. 

In 1948, expenditures in motion 
picture entertainment in Canada 
amounted to $6.50 per person, com- 
pared with $6.30 in 1947 and $5.01 
| in 1942. Provincial averages 
ranged from $3.97 in Prince KEd- 
|ward Island: to $8.52 in British 
| Columbia. Decreases in per capita 
expenditures occurred in Nova 
' Scotia, New Brunswick (in the 
|Maritimes) and the three Prairie 
|Provinces: Manitoba, Saskatche- 
i'wan and Alberta. Net boxoffice re- 
ceipts were up in all provinces, 
| Quebec leading with an 18° gain. 
New Brunswick came next with a 
12° upping; the1 came Prince 
Edward Island and Saskatchewan 
'with 10°; Ontario, nine; British 





Columbia, seven: Manitoba, five; 
Nova Scotia, three. 

In paid admissions, Ontario 
searcely changed from the  pre- 


vious year, with increases reported 
in some provinces, decreases in 
others. 


Richard Greene Injured 
On Location in Italy 


Rome. Jan. 10. 

British actor Richard Greene, 
currently starring in “The Eagie 
and the Lamb,” Anthony Havelock 
Allen production now being filmed 
in Italy, was injured in a fall on} 
‘the location set here today (10). | 
|Greene has been his own stunt! 
man and standin during the entire 
picture. The story is an 18th cen- 
tury swashbuckler type about Cath- 
erine of Russia and Count Orsini, 
with plenty of swordplay, plunges 
from buildings, horses, etc. 

The “Eagle” company has been 
shooting on location at Lake Bran- 
‘ciano for the past week, in an 
| historical castle there. Greene was 
taken to the Villa Margherita hos- 
pital with fractured wrist and brok- 
en rib bones, and attended by lo- 
cal doctors. 








|Video in Czecho in 1953; 
| Austria Balked on Cable 


Vienna. Jan. 3. 

Red press in Czechoslovakia and 
neighboring countries reports that 
the “Peoples Democracy’ at 
Prague means to have video under 
way in that country by mid-1953. 
Transmitters will be erected en- 
tirely with native parts and re- 
ceivers first assigned to “schools, 
factories and workers clubs.” 

In 1948, before the Commies 
took over in Prague, a closed cir- 
cuit tele set was shown at a Radio 
Fair in Prague. Nothing’s been 
seen of video there since. But now 
the reports in the controiled press 
go so far as to say the planned 
stations will use a 600 line system. 

In Austria, where ability to im- 
port apparatus might have allowed 
‘earlier development of video, ma- 
jor obstacle has been found in the 
disappearance of some 600 miles of 
coaxial cable installed by Hitlerites 
to link German and <.ustrian cen- 
tres. { 


Prince Francesco Alliata, inven- | 


'against American pix abroad has 
currently culminated in a hot bat- 
tle in Denmark in which the news- 


papers are attacking all film scis- 


soring on the ground that the Dan- 
ish constitution gives no such right 
to the authorities. Subject of the 
hassle is Metro’s “The Three 
Musketeers,” which. surprisingly 
enough, was labelled “for adults 
only” by the censor. Number of 
other bluenose activities in foreign 
countries lately demonstrate the 
varying and unpredictable stand- 
ards abroad. 

“Musketeer” incident launched 
a heavy newspaper debate, plus de- 
risive cartoons, in the Copenhagen 
papers. Metro appealed the “adult 
only” bracketing and has just won 
# reversal from the Ministry of 
Justice. Censor objected to the 
Metro pic on the ground that it in- 
cluded lengthy duelling sequences. 
Swordplay is illegal in Denmark, 
apparently on a past and present 
basis. 

J. Arthur Rank’s “Christopher 
Columbus” ran into trouble last 
week in ‘Spain. Laudatory film on 
Columbus was found objectionable 
by Spanish authorities because it 
showed Isabella’s consort. Ferdi- 
nand, in a poor light. Both mon- 
archs are almost dieties in Castil- 
lian eves. 

Metro ran into trouble in Ire- 
land where the James Mason-Bar- 
bara Bel Geddes pic, “Caught,” 
was barred by the Gaelic censor. 
[It is nothing new for a Yank fiim 
to be nixed in Ireland since that 
country has probably the strictest 
censorship of any in the world. 
American films frequently play 
there in a semi-mutilated state af- 
ter the necessary cuts are made. 

Three American films have re- 
cently been banned in Norway. 
Trio are Eagle Lion’s “He Walked 

sy Night,” Columbia’s “Coroner 
Creek” and 20th’s “Yellow Sky.” 
While details are not completely 
forthcoming from Oslo, it is un- 
derstood that the Norse objection 
was directed against excessive vio- 
lence. In India, Warner Bros.’ 
“Edge of Darkness” has just been 
nixed in Madras province. 

While the series of censorship 
incidents are lumped over the past 
few weeks, American foreign com- 
pany execs see no particular tight- 
ening of the bans overseas. Same 
unpredictable incidents arise each 
year, it is said, but the total does 
not swing too widely one way or 
the other. 


McLEAN TO PARIS AS 
UN FILM BOARD CHIEF 


Ottawa, Jan. 17. 

Ross McLean, who registered as 
Canadian Government Film Com- 
missioner and head of the National 
Film Board, leaves Jan. 23 for 
Paris to become chief of the Unit- 
ed Nations Film 3oard under 
UNESCO. He will be succeeded 
by W. Arthur Irwin, editor of Mac- 
lean’s magazine. Irwin’s salary is 
announced as $15,000. Maclean, 
who succeeded John Grierson as 
Commissioner, got $8,000. 

Maclean’s resignation was fol- 
lowed closely by the resignation of 
his executive assistant, Ralph Fos- 
ter, onetime newspaperman who 
was government film commissioner 
for Australia for a year (1946). 
Foster has not announced his fu- 
ture plans. 


Markova-Dolin Set For 
Rank Film House Tour 


London, Jan. 17. 

Alicia Markova planed to N. Y. 
vesterday (16), with her ballet part- 
ner Anton Dolin following a week 
later. Team is skedded to open 
in Cuba Feb. 10 with Miami and 
Florida to follow. 

They are due back in England 
in mid-March to tour some of J. 
Arthur Rank’s deluxe picture thea- 
tres. 


DARRIEUX IN ROME PIC 


Rome, Jan. 17. 
French pix actress, Danielle 
Darrieux is expected here from 
Paris to play the part of the Grand 
Duchess Maria Louise of Saxe- 
Weimar in an as yet untitled film. 
Duilio Coletti will produce. 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


An indie producer, currently in New York from the Coast on a 


publicity jaunt for his initial picture, is proving about the worst pos- 


sible press agent for himself. 
with newspaper and mag people at 
is spreading around rapidly. 
worth the effort, he’d undoubtedly 


Talk of his eccentric antics in dealing 


interviews set up by his press staft 


So much so that if anyone figured he was 


find some sharp editorial knives in 


his back. One of his tricks is arriving for interviews loaded and then 
getting on his knees (in public places) in front of the newspaper people 


in mock respect for their power. 


Lillian Ross of The New Yorker and 


Kay Sullivan of Parade mag recently went through this experience 
and a few more which made them leave the interviews with assurances 


they'd never write anything good about the guy no matter what. 
young, he’s reputedly a self-made millionaire. 


paratively 


Com- 


“The Outlaw,” which continued t 


o astound RKO last week with its 


high grosses and holdovers, got $3,023,000 and played 6,300 engage- 


ments when United Artists was 


handling it. 


UA turned it over to 


RKO last year, following acquisition of the latter company by Howard 
Hughes; who made the film as an indie. 


Engagements were limited under 
starrer did not have a Production C 


condemned rating from the Legion of Decency. 


have since been remedied via cuts | 
advertising. 


UA handling since the Jane Russell 
ode Administration seal and held a 
Both those deficiencies 
nade in the pic and changes in the 





When Warners filmed “Somewhere in the City” 


in 1948 it was top- 


lined by five thesps then under studio contract: Viveca Lindfors, Ed- 
mond O’Brien, Dane Clark, Virginia Mayo and Gordon MacRae. Since 


then three of them have been lopped off the studio payroll. 


picture is about to be released as 
and Gordon MacRae. 


Now the 
“Backfire,” starring Virginia Mayo 


They are still under contract. 


For the American trade Francoise Rosay will get third billing, below 
Joan Fontaine and Joseph Cotten in the Hal Wallis production, ‘‘Sep- 


tember.” When the picttire is show 
will precede the title. 
lywood stars. 


n in Europe the French gal’s name 


She is better known over there than most. Hol- 





DEWEY FAVORS ADMISH 
TAX FOR STATES—BUT! 


Washington, Jan. 17. 


New York’s Governor Thomas 
FE. Dewey still favors having the 
admissions tax released to the 
states by the Federal government 
—-but admits legislatures ought to 
canvass the situation carefully to 
prevent excessive use of the bite. 

Dewey has explained his posi- 
tion in a letter to Abram F. Myers, 
chairman of the committee on Tax- 
ation and Legi‘lation of Council of 
Motion Picture Organizations. Lat- 
ter took Dewey to task in a letter 
of Jan. 5, after the governor had 
told his legislature it ought to have 
the admissions tax instead of the 
Federal government. 

“I recognize the merit of the 
point of view you express,” wrote 
Dewey. “I think that iif would be 
most advantageous to procure the 
release of the taxes to the states, 
as I have already indicated, and 
then consider each year, as must 
be done in each legislature, 
whether they should be used to 
the fullest extent or whether they 
are excessive.” 


, 








Balaban-Zukor 


Continued from page 3 


other distribs. He held no hope 
for black-ink operations for any 
divorced distrib without the tough- 
est sort of fight. 

Par’s toppers are viewing with 
concern the failure of theatres to 
turn in grosses comparable to 
those of a few years ago. It is the 
feeling among company execs that 
the theatres are not playing along 
with distribution in getting maxt\- 
mum returns for pix. Instead, it 
is said, pix are being yanked at the 
first sign of slipping grosses. 

Backed by Zukor 

Balaban’s gloomy predictions 
were backed by Adolph Zukor, 
board chairman, in a companion 
talk at the meets. Zukor intimated 
strongly that a number of the ma- 
jors were showing better profit re- 
turns than the situation warranted 
because they were failing to take 
realistic writeoffs on story prop- 
erties and losing pix at the end of 
the year. This sort of practice, he 
asserted, could well mean trouble 
in the future for these distribs. 

Paramount, Zukor said, had 
never pushed off the evil day on 
writeoffs, and never would. When 








@ loss occurred, the company 
would take its medicine and go 
ahead. Zukor also felt that dis- 


tribution sans exhibition has a hard 
row to hoe. 

Meet centered its attention on 
“Samson and Delilah,” Par’s top 
offering for 1950. Film will be soid 
at 70% to all comers, it was in- 
dicated at the conclave. Others 
talking at the conferences were 
Paul Raibourn, company veepee, 
and Y. Frank Freeman, studio) 
exec, 

Top h.o. execs attended as well 
as all division chiefs and their) 
aides, 


-_——wer — 


janother Rank opus, 


Auto Speed Champ hae 


2506 on ‘Big Wheel’ 


Philadelphia, Jan. 17. 
A damage suit for $250,000 


against the producers and distribu- | 


tors of “The Big Wheel” was filed 
in U.S. District Court here (11) by 
William A. Holland, winner of the 
1949 Memorial Day race at the In- 
dianapolis. Speedway. 

Holland's bill of complaint de- 
clared the film was based on the 
actual race. In it, Holland asserted, 
“an actor impersonates himself as 
your plaintiff and is saved from 
defeat in the last lap by the hero 
of the play, portrayed by Mickey 


Rooney, only because of the break- | 


down of the hero’s car.” 

In actuality, Holland averred, he 
won the race “through his great 
skill, endurance 
and finished far ahead of the 
field.” The pic deceived the pub- 
lic, damaged his reputation and be- 
littled his prowess, 


strained from further showings. 
The suit was filed against United 


Artists, the distributor, and Popkin, 


Stiefel, Dempsey Productions, pro- 
ducers of the film. Specifically 
named were Harry M. Popkin, Sam 
Stiefel and his brother, Alex G. 
Stiefel (who runs the Carman the- 
atre here), Jack Dempsey, former 
heavyweight champ, and Rooney, 
who was a partner in the film’s 
production as well as the star of 
the pic. 





Jeff Livingston Heads 
Ad-Pub for U on Rank 


Pointing up its plans for an in- 
tensive drive in 1950 to boost U. S. 
returns on J. Arthur Rank’s Brit- 
ish-made pix, Universal has upped 
Jeff Livingston to the post of exec 
in charge of ad-pub for the Rank 
product. Promotion follows shortly 
after the naming of Irving Sochin 
as new sales chief of U’s Prestige 
unit, which handles Britigh films. 

Aim of the shuffle is to cordi- 
nate activities on British product 
more closely with U’s regular sales 
chores. For one, William A. Scully, 
company’s distribution veepee, has 
decided to make a stronger pitch 
for circuit and regular bookings on 
many of the films. Heretofore, most 
landed in art houses around the 
country. 

In many sectors of the country 
U has found the art houses inade- 
quate in number and volume of 
business to turn in satisfactory 
grosses for Rank’s films. Moreover, 
change in ad policy is envisaged 
in an attempt to take greater ad- 
vantage of the long runs racked up 
by British pix in metropolitan cen- 
ters. 

Livingston handled the  road- 
shows on “Hamlet” for U and prior 
to that was in charge of United 
Artists’ campaign on “Henry YV,” 
nN 


‘| elared, 


and experience | 


Holland con- | 
tended and in addition to money | 
damages he asked the film be re- | 


Chi Biz of 3 Majors Up 
20-257 Over Best Year 


_ Since Jax Park Decree 


Chicago, Jan. 17. 


Biz of three major distributors 
in Chi rose 20% above their best 
year in the first year of enforce- 
ment of the Jackson Park decree, 
and 25% in the second year, which 
'was last year, Thomas McConnell, 
Jackson Park theatre attorney, 
said-last week. 

McConnell said that the local 
managers of each major had given 
him those figures independently 
and that later he had confirmed 


them when he had occasion to sub- | 


poena the books of the chains. One 
is 20th-Fox, but McConnell would 
not name the other two, other than 
to say that they were major con- 
panies. 

Speaking last Thursday (12) be- 
fore the Society of Motion Picture 
and Television Engineers, he point- 
ed out that the increased business 


came not from the Loop, but from | 
the neighborhood houses. This, he | 


said, was due to the clause in the 
decree limiting first-runs in Chi 
to two weeks and eliminating clear- 
ance. 

McConnell cited the increase in 
nabe biz as part of a general busi- 
ness trend. Pointing out that even 
the large department stores were 
moving into the neighborhoods and 
| larger audiences as a result. 

In line with this trend, he de- 
such a movement to the 
neighborhoods would have 
Psooner or later even without the 
Jackson Park decree. He said the 
| decree was making the business 
more alive and competitive and 
was as a result giving the public 
a better product. 





‘JOHN F. RYAN NAMED 
~ EASTERN SPG BIZ AGENT 


John F. Ryan, former vice-prexy 
lof the American Newspaper 
Guild’s New York chapter, has 
| been named business agent for the 
eastern Screen Publicisis Guild. 
Ryan was named by the newly- 
elected SPG board to fill the spot 
;recently vacated by Len Gold- 
smith, who resigned. 

The appointment is subject 
ratification of the Guild’s mem- 
bership, which will meet later this 
month. 





‘Map $3,500,000 Fund 
For Brotherhood Week 


Plans are now set for the film 
‘industry to play a big part in 
Brotherhood Week, which will be 
held Feb. 19-26. Under sponsor- 
ship of the National Conference 
of Christians and Jews, prelimi- 
nary drive is mapped to raise $3,- 
500,000 to finance the project. Ex- 
hibs are being asked to sign a min- 
imum of 10 individual pledges to 
back the program. 

Ted Gamble, midwest circuit op- 
erator, is serving as national chair- 
man. Max E. Youngstein, Para- 
mount’s national ad-pub director, 
is handling the campaign. Alfred 
TW. Schwalberg, Par’s distribution 
veepee, heads the distributors’ 
committee. while Gael Sullivan, 
exec director of the Theatre Own- 
ers of America, and William L. 
Ainsworth, prez of National Allied, 
are serving as co-chairmen of the 
exhibs’ wing. 





Rice Raps Ohio Censors 
For Cuts in ‘Europe’ 
Charging that local censorship 
boards are treating filmgoers like 


infants who must be protected 
from the realities of life. Elmer 
Rice, chairman of the Nafienal 


Council on Freedom from Censor- 
ship, has asked the Ohio censor 
board to restore cuts recently 
made in “It Happened in Europe,” 
Hungarian import being released 
in U. S. by Lopert Films. Rice 
said the Ohio action was the re- 
sult of a “narrow prejudicial atti- 
tude.” 

Ohio’s censorship board scissored 
several sequences in the film, 
which showed a group of Euro- 
pean children, orphaned hy the 
war, looting and murdering. Lo- 
pert is planning to bring legal ac- 
tion against the Ohio censors on 
grounds of infringement of free- 
dom of speech. 

Rice pointed out that the film 


had passed the censor boards of | 


,all other states and was endorsed 
‘by several film councils, 


come | 


to | 


Griffis Confabs Vain as US. Film 
Imports Are Still Stymied in Arg. 





Heflin’s Horizon Pic 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 
Van Heflin, who recently ankled 
Metro, drew his first freelance job 
|as star in “Cost of Living,” to be 
/produced by Horizon Pictures, 
headed by Sam Spiegel and John 
Huston. Picture will be made for 
| United Artists release. 
Meanwhile, Horizon is readying 
“Reminiscences of a Cowboy” for 
Columbia retease, with Spiegel 
producing and Huston directing. 


Myers to Ask Exhib 
| Aid in Tax Fight At 
20th-Fox Meet in N.Y. 


| Abram F. Myers, National Al- 
|lied’s general counsel and chair- 
iman of the tax committee of the 

Council of Motion Picture Organ- 
izations, will carry his plea for ex- 
|hibitor support of COMPO’s anti- 
'tax fight into 20th-Fox’s showman- 
ship meeting next week. Myers 
| was tapped as guest speaker at the 
|meet, along with N. Y. Times film 
iecritic Bosley Crowther and Louis 
| Ruppel, editor of Collier’s maga- 
zine. 

Showmanship conclave, sched- 
uled for the 20th homeoffice next 
; Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 
will be attended by at least 75 
ad-publicity representatives of af- 
filiated and indie circuits from all 
parts of the country. One of the 
| purposes of the huddles, in addi- 
|tion to mapping out campaigns for 
| 20th product, is the discussion of 
|industry-wide problems, which in- 
|cludes the Federal amusement tax. 
| Thus Myers will detail to the dele- 
| gates the part to be played by ex- 
|hibs in fighting for repeal of the 
| tax, which they in turn are ex- 
| pected to carry back to their in- 
| dividual homeoffices. 
| In addition to the circuit reps, 
|20th is also calling in for the meet 
iits own field exploitation staffers 
to give them an opportunity to talk 
out local problems. Slated to at- 
tend are Eddie Yarbrough, 20th 
rep in San Francisco; Eddie Solo- 
;mon, Chicago; Ted Tod, Kansas 
| City; Jimmy Gillespie, Dallas; Phil 
i Engel, Boston, and Sam Glasier, 
| Toronto. In addition, Gabe Yorke, 
| Of 20th’s studio publicity staff, will 
‘also be on hand. 

Delegates will hear talks by 20th 
prez Spyros P. Skouras and vee- 
pees Al Lichtman, Andy W. Smith, 
'Jr., and Charles Einfeld, with the 
|latter presiding. They'll also view 
| several upcoming 20th films and 
‘attend the preem at the Broadway 








Roxy Jan. 26 of “12 O’Clock High,” | 


‘which is being sponsored by the 
| Air Force Assn. as a tribute to the 
Eighth Air Force. Roxy is to be 
/closed throughout the day in prep- 
‘aration for the preem that evening. 


COMPO Maps 


Continued from page’ =m 














prexy, to serve as auxiliary head 
of the committee in order to facili- 
tate flow of the material. Motion 
Picture Assn. of America was also 
requested to assign Robert Cham- 
bers, MPAA research director, to 
the job of COMPO tax research 
and compilation of data. The com- 
mittee also hailed the move of 
Richard F. Walsh, prez of the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, who urged evéry 
IATSE local to get behind the in- 
dustry’s tax reduction fight. 

In Des Moines, the Independent 
Theatre Owners of Iowa and Ne- 
braska met with affiliate chain 
reps in parallel moves to fight the 
Federal tax. A. C. Myrick, head 
of the exhib organization, an- 
nounced that his members were in 
favor of passing on to the public 
any savings made by the reduction 
or repea! of the tax. Myers report- 
ed the decision of the lowa-Nebras- 
ka exhibs to the Washington meet- 
ing. 

Attending the COMPO commit- 
tee conclave were, besides Myer, 
Jack Bryson, MPAA legislative 
rep; Julian Brylawski, Theatre 
Owners of America rep; Morton 
Sunshine, Independent Theatre 
Owners of America rep; Oscar 
Doob, of the Metropolitan Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners; and H. M. 
Richie, Loew’s aide to the commit- 
| tee. No future meeting date was 
set, 


. Buenos Aires, Jan. 10. 


As U. S&S. film imports continue 
_ stymied on the plea of shortage of 
_ dollars, exhibitors have to fill their 
| playing time in even the most im- 
| portant firstrun theatres with re- 
, issues or odd pix picked up here 
and there. -Meanwhile, film fans 
turn to open-air pursuits or legit 
for their entertainment. 

U. S. distributors’ hopes that 
mediation by new U.S. Ambassador 
Stanton Griffis would succeed in 
persuading the Argentine govern- 
ment to grant licenses for imports 
of new pix, regardless of the dollar 
shortage, have been vain up to 
now. Ambassador Griffis is an- 
ticipating further talks with Argen- 
tine Finance Secretary Ramon A. 
Cereijo, but the latter only seems 
disposed to renew an offer of a 
quota of 200 pix a year for the 
U.S. companies. The distributors 
would prefer to shutter altogether 
in Argentina, rather than accept 
a quota system. 

Some observers believe that the 
Argentine government is playing 
the film negotiations the hard way, 
hoping to impress the U.S. with 
the fact that unless dollars are 
made available through ECA pur- 
chases of Argentine produce, no 
trade can be done between the twa 
countries. According to these ob- 
servers, the Argentine statesmen 
believe that the Hollywood pix 
industry is especially susceptible 
to psychological treatment of this 
kind, and in its turn influences the 
other industries and eventually the 
State Dept. The fact that this sort 
of thing is likely to prove a boom- 
erang is lost on the local people, 
who have puffed themselves into 
an exaggerated idea of their own 
importance in the world scheme of 
things. 


ADRIAN McCALMAN 
NEW AMG PRESIDENT 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 

Presidency of the Artists Mana- 
gers Guild became a fuiltime job 
with the election of Adrian McCal- 
man, who had previously fune- 
tioned for 11 years as executive ad- 
ministrator. In the past, only 
members of the guild served as 
prexy. 

McCalman succeeded Bert Allen- 
berg, whe became chairman of the 
board of directors. Other new of- 
ficers are Sam Jaffe, first veepee; 
Edd Henry, second veepee: Alan 
| Miller, secretary, and Sam Norton, 
treasurer, 








Kalmine Unloads His 


Last WB $5 Common 


Washington, Jan. 17. 

Trend of the times in theatre 
divorcement has witnessed Harry 
M. K»'mine, Warner Bros. veepee 
in charge of theatres, unloading his 
last 100 shares of the company’s 
$5 par common stock, to be ship- 
shape for the consent decree. 
Kalmine gave away the stock, ac- 
cording to the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission's report for the 
period Nov. 11 to Dec. 10. 

Biggest recent film transaciiua 
recently saw Matthew Fox, of Unt- 
versal Pictures, get rid of his war- 
rants for 28,000 shares of Universal 
common. The stock shift occurred 
on Oct. 31 last. 

Sam Wolf, of Monogram Pix, 
purchased $25,000 shares of Mono- 
gram $1 common, upping his hold- 
ings to 27,500 shares. Loew’s, Inc. 
further increased its ownership of 
Loew's Boston Theatres $25 com- 
mon, by purchasing another 100 
shares. It now has 125,275 shares. 

Abraham Schneider gave away 
300 shares of Columbia Pix no par 
common, retaining 10,028 shares. 
The Jules E. Brulatour Corp. built 
up its holdings of Associated Mo- 
tion Pictures capital stock by pur- 
chasing 150 shares. It now owns 
35,668 shares. 


UWF Names Ezzes 


Erwin H. Ezzes, sales exec In 
United World Films, Universal’s 
16m and television subsid, has 
been named veepee and director of 
the company. Ezzes will continue 
in his present spot of supervising 
theatrical distribution of narrow- 
gauge pix, Jf 

At the same time, Edward 8. 
Riley has been tapped as manager 
of UWF’s educational films divi 
i gion, 
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to lure indies Is a limiting factor. 
There is, however, considerably 


16 
| 
S1.20000 BR 
| 
Helps EL Woo 
more product in prospect than 
was. then. With money 


e there ; 
Indie Producers ‘><. «va neers baer 








| —was coming from, and there was} 

The enormous leverage gener-|a continued hysteria apparent) 

ated by a comparatively modest! among execs charged with locating | 
bankroll for prying indie product; promising product. 


A more Op-| 
loose in Hollywood is attested to! timistic viewpoint now prevails. 
by William C. MacMillen, exec} 


; ; s | Companies offering varied de- | 
veepee of Eagle Lion in charge of grees of financial aid to prospec- 
operations. With $1,200,000 in| tive producers are RKO, Colum-| 


cash as a fulerum, EL has been 


- bia, Republic, Eagle Lion, Film| 
able to promote production of 11! Gjassies and Monogram. On the| 


pix in the past 12 months, Mac- 
Millen revealed this week. More- 
over, because the company has 
been able to lay off its loans with 
banks, the $1,200,000 is stiil intact 
in the company’s coffers. 


MaeMillen’s disclosure is of con- 
siderable importance in view of 
the forthcoming operations of Na- 
tional Exhibitors Finance Corp. in) peen interested. It signed Edmund 
the same field of indie production. | Grainger, highly successful Re-| 
NEFC will have a minimum of $2,- public producer, last week by of- | 
000,000 to bankroll Hollywood | fering him complete financing. 
film-making. | Columbia pulled a coup in| 

“The key to the entire situation | sisning Louis de Rochemont two | 
of indie production is the ability, weeks ago by similarly offer-| 
to offer a bank loan,” MacMillen ing him bonds and help with | 
said. With our money, we are able| pankers Trust, N. Y. It has a} 
to give a producer a straight 60% | cimilar exclusive deal pending | 
of his film budget in place of the! with Edward Small which will | 
banks. That is first money, of | completely eliminate him as a) 
course. In return, we ask for 10% | ya fixture after many Years. | 
of the profits plus a fair distribu- | Republic was able to get the 
tion deal for Eagle Lion.” | John Ford-Merian Cooper Argosy | 

MacMillen is still on the prowl ynit a couple weeks ago by taking | 
to develop new banking interest in| of the producers’ shoulders all) 
production. He now has a verbal) problems of financing. EL has 
understanding with two banks pre-! peen moderately active through its | 
viously non-participant in film tieup with N. Peter Rathvon’s 
bankrolling. These are expected money setup. FC is in a position 
to take over EL’s loans to N. Peter to offer bonds and bank support, | 
Rathvon, EL consultant and head! and topper Joe Bernhard has been | 
of Motion Picture Capital Corp.,' extremely aggressive in lining up| 
on his three upcoming produc- | come profitable pix recently. He got | 
tions. Additionally, Detroit Na-' “pirates of Capri” recently, for in- 
tional Bank and Fidelity-Philadel-!| gance, by giving producer Vic-| 
phia Trust Co. have already been for Pahien in $200,000 advance | 
drawn into production financing guarantee. 
by Rathvon and MacMillen. | Although FC appears to be gen- 

With the $1,200,000 as keystone ¢rally interested in less expensive 
to its recent activities, EL now has product than UA, the fact that 
45 films definitely spotted for re-| o5wnership—and active manage- 
lease in 1950 besides a number of  ment—is centralized in the control 
reissues, MacMillen added. All of one man makes for a startling 
these pix are either completed or | gifference between FC and UA. | 
before the cameras. Company will | while Sears is continually balked | 
probably wind up with 60 for the | py UA owners Mary Pickford and | 
he | Charles Chaplin, Bernhard is com-| 

Because of the “surprising flow | pletely free-wheeling in being able | 
of independent product,” MacMil- tg make whatever deals he thinks | 
len feels no pressure to reopen the | the exigencies of the situation dic-| 
company’s now-shuttered Holly-) tate. 
wood studio. “If we decide to pro-| Bernhard, for instance, was able 
duce in the future or if we can ar-| to snare the highly-profitable “Lost | 
range for simultaneous shooting of , poyndaries” last spring because he | 
# number of films or the lot by was able to offer producer Louis 
indie producers, we will open the de Rochemont complete deferment 
studio,” he stated. Meanwhile, oj; distribution fees until the nega- 
Rathvon is headquartered there tive cost was recouped. Sears 
and Samuel Goldwyn has leased hjasn’t even been able to offer a 
space for storage purposes. | dohernons of 5° of the releasing 

MacMillen heads for the Coast fee—which would be an important 
this week for a 10-day visit. He pargaining weapon, if he had it. 
will huddle with Rathvon and re- Despite the competition for indie 
view the progress of the company’s product, distribution fees are at a 
string of producers. Rathvon is peak now. They are generally be- 
currently prepping three pix, first tween 30° and 35°, with most 
of which, ‘“Deadfall,” is already | qeals tending toward the higher 


other hand, not interested in add-| 
ing any more indies to their slates 
at any price are Warner Bros., 
Metro, 20th-Fox and Universal. 
RKO’s Offer 

RKO for months now has been 
offering completion bonds and 
-help in getting bank and second | 
money to producers in which it has 


roiling. “The Sun Sets at Dawn” | figure. Fact that the fees have 
also starts this week while the come up is due to the distribs giv- 
third, “Learn to Love,” will be 


ing financial aid. This put them 
| in position to be more independent 
in setting the percentage they take | 
off the top. 

UA, although it is not offering | 
financial help, has been forced to 
|raise its fees because operating | 
‘costs have risen so much. Whereas | 





made in Mexico in March. 








WB Showcase 


Continued from page 7 














possibility of appealing again to 
the U. S. Supreme Court because 
the RKO and Par de@rees forbid 
sale of any theatres to any de- 
fendant, including Columbia, Uni- 


ve while Warner gave no Indleation | RKO SUES ROSS IN | 
of wha e mean a limite 
1 WRANGLE OVER ‘ROBE’ 


number, it is believed the figure 
Los Angeles, Jan. 17. | 





about 27°. | 





would be in*the order of 25 houses. 
If the four other Big Five mem- 
bers went along on this proposi- 
tion, there would still be some- 
thing like 100 or so affiliated de- 
luxers scattered through the U. S. 

One surprise sprung by Warner 
was his statement that negotiations 
had not progressed sufficiently to 
permit action by the stockholders 
at the annual meet in Wilmington, 
Feb. 21. Previous reports indi- 
cated that the parties were close 
to an agreement. 

New Warner circuit, divorced 
from the parent company, will con- 
sist of approximately 380 houses, 
statement of Warner disclosed. 
Government is asking for the drop- 
ping of approximately 60 houses 
in spots where WB currently op- 
erates without strong competition. 
Government has again indicated 
that it seeks to trim affiliated 
chains rather than break them up. 


Federal court by RKO against | 
Frank Ross, charging him with | 
failure to carry out a contract to | 
produce “The Robe.” | 

Company asks a return of |! 
moneys advanced for research, of- 
fice rental, costumes and other pre- 
production costs for the picture, 
which never was made. Ross | 
bought screen rights to the novel 
for $75,000 severa! years ago from | 
its author, Lloyd C. Douglas. 

Ross denied charges he had 
refused to go through with produc- 
tion of “The Robe” for RKO. | 
Deciaring that he had not been’ 
served with any papers in con- 
nection with the suit, he said that 
Frank Ross Productions has always | 
been, and still is willing to abide | 


for “The Robe.” 





| the union. 
| Of Local H-63 before 


$14,000. 


| “Montana” 


Opposition Slate Wins 
Partial Victory in N.Y. 
AFL Collarite Voting 


Winding up a_ hot internal 
struggle for power, the opposition 
slate in the annual election of of- 
ficers for the AFL film white- 
collarite Local H-63 in New York 
won a partial victory in the ballot- 
ing Monday night (16). The opposi- 
tion, which charged the incumbent 


officers with bureaucratic organiza- 
tion, won a majority of the exec | 
losing the, 


board posts although 
presidency. 

New officers, who rep 
1,700 employees at Warners Bros., 


Universal, Republic, United Artists | 
and several smaller companies, are 


Ed Grindley, prexy; Eli Oestreich, 


vice-prexy; Russell Moss, exec vice- | 
| prexy; Gilbert Forgash, treasurer; 
| Mary J. Rosencrans, secretary, and 


Herman Lemler, sergeant-at-arms. 
Morris Schiff and Nat Kriss were 
named trustees and, 
13 new members were elected to 
the exec board. Oestreich, together 
with Hy Blaustein, who was defeat- 
ed for the presidency, headed the 
opposition slate. 

Pre-election fight of the union, 


which is affiliated with the Inter- | 


national Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, centered around 
Russell Moss, the local’s top paid 
exec. Moss was charged 
dominating the previous exec 
board with unfair tactics while he, 
in turn, accused the opposition of 
being “left-wingers and high-paid 
semi-executives” who were alleg- 
edly disrupting the activities of 
Oestreich was prexy 
its recent 
expansion. 
Following 


the 


election, both 


| sides stated they would make an 


effort to patch up differences. 
Major point on the agenda is the 


drawing up of new contracts with | 


the major companies. Negotiations 


| with WB for a new pact have been 


going on for five months, and it’s 


expected that any settlement with | 
_that company will set the pattern 


for the others. 


Greek Cast Studies 
Engiish for Indie Pie 


_ All-native cast is brushing up on 
its English for projected roles in 
the forthcoming English-language 





“Wheel of Fire,” to be made in| 


Greece. Pic, described as a mod-| 
ern Greek tragedy, is set for lens- 
ing by Tanagra Films, newly- 


formed N. Y. outfit. Cast will be 
headed by Elli Labeti and Dime- 
trious Horn. The technical work 
on the picture will be handled by 
an all-American crew. 


The producing firm, capitalized | 


at $100,000, was formed recently 
by John Cromwell, former legit ac- 
tor. Listed as directors of the new 
outfit are William Kilcullen, Rich- 
ard Kilcullen and A. Gayle Mc- 
Guigan. Cromwell, who's org’s 
prexy, will produce the initialer, 
while Alexander Jay will direct. 
Filming is scheduled to begin 
ila 15 on a seven-week sched- 
ule. 





PHILADELPHIA 


(Continued from page 10) 


| Costello Meet Killer’ (U). yanked 
after three days with $2,500. 


Mastbaum (WB) (4.360: 50-99)— 
“Lady Takes Sailor’ (WB). 
Last week, “Inspector 
General” (WB) (3d wk), $15,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 


fancy $22,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950: 50-99) — 
“The Heiress” (Par) (4th wk). Good 
$14,000. Last week, hefty $20,000. 

Stanten (WB) (1,475: 50-99) 
“Undertow” (U). Mild $8,500. Last 
week, “Pirates of Capri” 
$10,500. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500: 90-$1.20) 


Suit for $1,173,420 was filed in| —‘“Hamlet” (U) (2d wk). Jammed | ‘Cob. 


all “weekend, with socko $8,500 
likely. Last week, $9,000. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


(Continued from page 11) 
$5,500. Last week, “Inspector Gen- 
eral” (WB) and “Racing Luck’”’ 


Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
(WB) and “Trapped” 
(EL), also Oriental. Smash $7,500. 
Last week, “The Heiress” (20th) 
and “Ryan, Detective” (Col) (2d 
wk), $5,500. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85)— 
“Dancing In Dark” (20th) and 
“Down Memory Lane” (EL). Trim 





(Mono), big $4,500. 


$9,000. Last week, “Inspector Gen- | $8,500 


eral” (WB) and “Master Minds” 
(Mono) (2d wk), big $7,000. 
United Artisis (Parker) (895: 50- 


by the agreement it has with RKO 85)—“Adam’s Rib” (M-G) ‘4th wk). | 


Big $5,500. Last week, $7,000. 


about | 


in addition, | 


__.| Satisfactory $8,000. 


(FC), trim | 


| 
| 


Picture 


Grosses 











SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 10) 


Bandit” (Rep). Okay $21,000. Last 
week, “Price of-Foxes” (20th) (2d 
wk), slow $16,500. 

Wate (EWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“On Town” (M-G) (2d wk). Still 
big $19,000. Last week, 
$28,000. 





“Thelma Jordon” (Par) and “Cow- 
boy and Prizefighter” (EL). Strong 
$19.000 or over. Last week, “Lady 
'Takes Sailor’ (WB) and “Unex- 
pected Guest” (UA), $18,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“Hasty Heart” (WB) (3d wk). Fair 
$8,000. Last week, $12,500. - 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- 
85)—“All King’s Men” (Col) and 
|“Blondie’s Hero” (Col) (3d wk). 
Big $22,000 in 10 days. Last week, 
$18,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1.207; 
55-85) —“‘Mrs. Mike” (UA). 
$12,000. Last week, “Kiss 
Corliss” (UA), $5,500. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman - Rosener) 
| (350; 85-$1)—“Fallen Idol” (SRO) 


For 


'(3d wk). Down to $6,000. Last! 
week, big $7,400. 
Clay (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 


| “Devil in Flesh” (Indie) (3d wk). 
| Fine $3,500 after $4,500 opener. 


| Parkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— | 
with | 


“Devil in Flesh” (Indie) (3d wk). 
| Holding well at $3,500 after $4,100 
in first. 


‘Heiress’ Hefty $15,500, 
Balto; ‘Iwo Jima’ 86, 3d 


Baltimore, Jan. 17. 








‘Malaya’ Oke at $32,000, 
Hub; ‘General’ Not Up 
To Hopes With $20,000 


Boston, Jan. 17. 





smash | 
| 


Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— | 


Not much excitement around 
town this stanza with about aver- 


age takes reported. “The Outlaw,” 


Sock | 


‘Jane Russell with 


| 500. 


| “Lady 


in third round at Boston, hypoed 
by p.a. of Jane Russell, still shapes 
solid. “Inspector General” at Met 
and “Malaya” at State and Or- 
pheum look okay although the for- 
mer is below hopes. “Woman in 
Hiding” at Pilgrim looks nice. 
“Red Shoes” at Memorial appears 
to be hurt by long run at Majestie 
last year. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 50-95)— 
“Prince of Foxes” (20th) (4th wk). 
Down to about $14,000 after oke 
$16,000 for third. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 74-$1.10)— 


'“The Outlaw” (RKQ) plus p.a. of 


staeshow (3d 
wk). Should garner neat $30.000 
after socko $48,000 for second. 
Fenway (NET) (1,373: 40-85)— 
Takes Sailor’ (WB) and 
‘Panther Island” (Indie). Fair $5.- 
Last week, “Great Lover” 
(Par) and “Radar Secret Service” 


| Indie) (2d wk), nice $4,600. 


| Good product lineup is paying 


with best action recorded for “The 
| Heiress,” at Stanley, and return of 


| established by “Sands of Iwo Jima” 
for first three rounds at Mayfair, 
with one of top takes in house his- 
itory being chalked up by the John 
|Wayne starrer. Rest of list also 
| shapes. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 20- 
60)—“‘South Sea Sinner” (U). Starts 
tomorrow (Wed.) after pleasing 


Memerial (RKO) (3,500: 40-85)— 
“Red Shoes” (EL). First time at 
pop prices but slow $19,000 looms. 


Last week, “Dancing in Dark” 
(20th), fair $18,000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4.367: 40- 
85) — “Inspector General” (WB) 
and ‘‘Blonde Bandit” (Rep). Below 


off at the downtown firstruns here, | 


“Red Shoes,” at pop prices to the; 
/Town. New highs also are being. 


week of “Mrs. Mike” (UA) at $12.-| 


000. “On Town” (M-G), in ahead, 
mopped up in two weeks. with $33,- 
000 total. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240: 


hopes at $20,000. Holding over for 
three days. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Malaya” (M-G) and “Prison War- 
den” (Col). About average $20,000. 
Last week, “On the Town” (M-G) 
(2d wk), nifty $12,000 in four days. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
—‘“Lady Takes Sailor’ (WB) and 
“Panther Island” (Indie). Fair $11.- 
000. Last week, “Great Lover” 
(Par) and “Radar Secret Service” 
(Indie) (2d wk), $9,600. 

Pilgrim (ATC) (1,900; 35-85)— 
‘Woman in Hiding” (U) and “Wolf 
Hunter” (Mono). Fair $13,000. 
Last week, subsequent-run. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 


| “Malaya” (M-G) and “Prison War- 


| 25-80)—“‘Story Mollie X” (U) plus | 


|vaude headed by Jerry Wayne. | 


| Stageshow helping to all right $14,- 
000. Last week, “The Nevadan” 
(Col) and vaude, $12,900. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) ‘2.460; 20- 
,60)—“Woman in _ Hiding” 
| Opens today (Tues.) after 12 days 
of “Thelma Jordon” (Par) got okay 
$11,600. 

Mayfair (Hicks) 
“Sands Iwo Jima” (Rep) (3d 
wk). Holding house record trade 





preceding weeks at smash 
i $12,200. Holds a fourth. 


(980; 20-65)— | 


| 


| 


(U). | 


| 


den” (Col). Not bad $12,000. 
week, “On Town” (M-G) 
oke $8,500 on four days. 


Bliz Sloughs Seattle; 
‘Montana’ Meek $8,000 


Seattle, Jan. 17. 
Most terrific blizzard in many 


Last 
2d wk), 





jyears is shattering grosses and 
at $8,000 this round on heels of | Shuttering many business estab- 
$9,300 | lishments for duration. Even ferry 
‘boats on Puget Sound were halted. 


'.,_New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)--;| “Without Honor” at Coliseum 1s 
'‘“Prince of Foxes” (20th) (3d wk).| okay, and is as good as any new- 


| Good 

ond. 

| Stanley (WB) (3,280: 
“Heiress” (Par) (2d wk). Starting | 
/second week today (Tues.) after | 
|nice initial round at $15,500. In 


$7,500 after $10,000 in sec- | comer in an obviously dull session. 


“Montana” looks only fairly good 


25-75)— | at Orpheum. 


Estimates for This Week 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1.877; 59- 


ahead, “Inspector General” (WB), | 84)—“Without Honor” (UA) and 


, $17,700 in 10 days. 


—“Red Shoes” (EL). Pop price 


in-weeks $15,000 looming. 


| Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) week, 
Dim | 
run paying off mightily with best- | l 
Last | 59-84)—“‘Heiress” 


“Saraband” (EL). Oke $7,500. Last 
“Great Lover” (Par) and 
“Trapped” (EL) (3d wk), $6,600. 
Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,049: 
(Par) and 


week, return of “Jolson Sings” “Blonde Bandit” (Rep). Fair $8,500. 





TORONTO 
(Continued from page 11) 
f Last 
“Prince of Foxes” 
| $8,500. 
| Fairlawn, Odeon (Rank) 
2,390; 50-$1.20)—‘Tell 
Nice $13,000. Last 
“Gay Lady” (EL) (2d wk), 
| Hyland (Rank) 
; ‘Chiltern Hundreds” 
| Steady $4,400 after 
$6,500. 
| Imperial (FP) 
|“Wore Yellow Ribbon” (RKO). Ex- 
cellent $20,000. Last week. “Great 
Lover” (Par) (3d wk), $8,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) 
“On the Town” 


week, 


“a 


last 


(M-G) 


$11,000. 
Uptown (Loew) (2.743: 75-$1.10) 
—“Challenge Lassie” (M-G). 
vaude headed by Ink Spots. 
away biz to smash $26,000. 
week, “Bagdad’ (U) (2d wk), 


Victoria (FP) (1,140: 75-$1.20)__ 
“Samson Delilah” (Par) 





Lusty $17,000 after last 
smash $19,000 which 
hopes, 


land 
‘ days), $5,000. 


with | $1)— “Beyond Forest” 
Turn- run) and stage show topped by Mel 
Last _Torme. Okay 
light | “Red Light” (UA) (2d run) with 


(3d wk). | 59-84) — “Iwo 
week's | “Belle Old Mexico” (Rep) (3d wk). 
was below Tapering to $4,500 after big $9,700 


its standard charge used to be 25%, | 99/—“On Town” (M-G) (4th wk). | (Col) at pop scale was only $8,800. | Last week, “Prince of Foxes” (20th) 
it now claims its actual cost is, Still clicking at $16,000. Last week, | 


“Bodyhold” (Col) ‘3d wk-5 


Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 59-84) 


'—King’s Men” (Col). and “Girls’ 


School” (Col) (4th wk). Slow $3,00€ 


; week,! in 5 days. Last week, $7,600. 
(20th) (3d wk), | 


Music Box (Hamrick) (850: 59- 
84)—“‘Bagdad” (U) and “Free for 


! (1,200,, All” (U) (m.o.). Here for extended 
To Judge” run. Mild $2,500. Last week, ‘‘Is- 


land of Capri” (FC) and “Fabulous 


$10,500. | Joe” (U), good $4,000. 
(1,500; 50-70)— | f ; 


Music Hall (Hamrick) (2.200: 59- 


(EL) (4th wk). | 84)—“Mrs. Mike” (UA) and “Apa- 
week’s' che Chief” 


(Indie). Fair $8.000. 
Last week, “Bagdad” (U) and ‘Free 


(3.373; 40-70\—\ for All” (U) (2d wk), nice $6,100 

toe 6 days. 

t '—“Montana” 

(2,096; ge ee | ge sa oe] (Indie). Only fair- 
wk). ish at $8,000. Last week, ‘“Inspec- 

Okay $8,000 after last week great tor General” (WB) and “Bomba” 

'(Mono) (2d wk), $8,900. 


Orpheum (Hamrick) (2.600; 59-84) 
(WB) and “Square 


50- 


Palomar (Sterling) 
(2d 


(1,350: 
(WB) 


$6,500. Last week, 
Nellie Lutcher, fairish $5,600. 


Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; 
Jima” (Rep) and 


last week. 
































Thelma Jorden 
| Is Something 
_lo Talk About 


She’s the central figure in 





Ow 




















_ a triangle spiced with murder. 


| —says The Exhibitor 


nd Stanwyck’s full-blooded 


aracterization is fascinating. 


—raves Hollywood Repor 


In melodrama with the polish ex- 


pected in a Hal Wallis production. 


—comments Daily Variety 


She Brings New Thrills To The 


N. Y. PARAMOUNT TODAY 


when Cecil B. DeMille’s “SAMSON 
AND DELILAH” begins exclusive 
© Broadway showings at the N. Y. 
. Rivoli—after four memorable weeks 
S| day-and-date at the Paramount! 
a If It's A Paramount Picture, 

. It’s The Best Show In Town! 
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TOA Nixes COMPO Approval 








Owners Assn. and the Pacific Coast 
Conference of Independent Theatre 
Owners. 
Allied Awaits TOA 

Allied, it is believed, will be par- 
ticularly loathe to give its ap-) 
proval to the plan until TOA’s in- 
tention is clear. TOA, of which | 
affiliated circuits are members, is | 
generally held to be closer to the 
majors than Allied, which revels in 
its independence. Thus the latter 
could hardly be expected to go 
along with an organization that 
most exhibs instinctively tie up in 
their minds with the MPAA and 
“New York” before the TOA as- 
sents. 

Since it appears so 
TOA will eventually 


likely that 
approve of 


COMPO, its decision to refer the | 


program back to its exec commit- 
tee is not seen as a killing blow. 
It was-a real crusher, however, to 
the enthusiasm’ that had built up 


Continued from page 5 








hood is that either Washington or 
New York will capture the 1950 
convention of the big exhibitor 
organization. 

The drive for relief from the 
20% ‘admissions tax, particularly 
the campaign being organized by 
COMPO, won enthusiastic support. 

Announcement of the FCC 
that it will conduct hearings on 
theatre television could not have 
been better timed. Coming in the 
midst of the TOA meetings, it 
hypoed the exhibitors to roll ahead 
on this front. TOA has actively 
urged action from the Commission, 
and the board felt that the FCC 
announcement Was virtually a per- 
sonal victory for TOA. Organiza- 
tion also recommended the use of 
video trailers to promote pix. 

The trade code, a special TOA 
baby, was put over for polishing to 
a special committee headed by Wal- 
ter Reade, Jr., and, including Ted 
Gamble, Robert Coyne, George 


around COMPO and was the first |gyouras, and Leonard Goldenson. 


sign of a balk since conception of 
the idea at the all-industry pow- 
wow in Chicago in August. 

TOA was so strongly in favor of 
industrywide cooperation at the 
Chi and Washington sessions that 
it is felt it could hardly back out 
now. While other exhib groups 
will be slow in giving their dp- 
proval to COMPO in light of TOA’s 
move, it is generally believed that 
they'll follow when it has indicated 
its intention. Thus the plan will 
eventually be consummated. 
Feb. 20 and March meeting time- 
table may be upset, however. 

The magnitude of the sum ‘$600.- 
000) suggested at the Washington 
COMPO meet apparently did not 
stagger the TOA board, although 
it was this figure thit was ex- 
pected to be one of the stumbling 
blocks. Rather, the TOA-ers ob- 
jected only to the manner sug- 
gested for raising the coin, to lack 
of assurances that grass-rooters 
would have at least equal control 
with “New York” of the manner 
of spending it, and to failure to 
state how much of an exhib’s con- 
tribution would go back into his 
local area. 

TOA’s Identity 

Directors also wanted assurances 
that TOA’s identity would be 


Assurances 


maintained within COMPQ. As 
for finances, there was no direct 
objection to the levy of 10c per 


$100 of rentals suggested at the 
December conclave, but rather a 
feeling that other methods of 


bankrolling should be more thor- 
oughly explored before any plan 
was decided on. 

Back of it all, too. was the never- 
to - be - underestimated psychology 
of any exhib against being con- 
sidered an easy mark for the ma- 
jors. There apparently was a 
deep-seated underlying feeling 
that too-quick approval of COMPO 
—which was initiated by the 
MPAA—would be a sign of weak- 
ness. 

There was some further reflec- 
tion among otier of the 10 indus- 
t:y groups of a fear that MPAA 
might hold too important a role in 


COMPO. They expressed resent- 
ment at the MMPAA’s attitude in 
making itself the least of the 


groups to approve the plans drawn 
up at Chicago—on which approval 
hinged the Jater Washington meet- 
ing. 
Feeling that the 
paternalistic, 


apparently is 
MPAA was being 
that its attitude was: “You little 
fellows go ahead and okay the 
plans and then we'll come along 
— pick up the ball and carry 
1” 

It can be said definitely that 
COMPO will not get unanimous 
approval this time until after the 
MPAA has stamped its okay on it. 


Okay Other Matters 
Washington, Jan. 17. 

The board of directors of the 
Theatre Owners of America, in its 
annual mid-winter huddle the past 
week, tackled four big issues. They 
gave the go-ahead on three—thea- 
tre television, admissions tax re- 
ductions, and an exhibitor-distribu- 
tor trade code. 

On the fourth — affiliation with 
Council of Motion Picture Organ- 
izations-—the order of the dav was 
to go slow until a couple of points 
are cleared up. 

Two days of meetings failed to 
complete the agenda, and a num- 


ber of points, including selection | 


of the next convention site. were 


put off for the time being. Likeli- , 


The | 


After that, according to TOA prexy 
Sam Pinanski, “other exhibitor or- 
ganizations will be invited to sit 
in. All exhibitor groups will be 
invited to make suggestions for 
improvements.” 

TOA also hosted at two buffet 
dinners for leading members of 
Congress and the FCC. 


UA Expects 20,000 
‘Red River’ Dates 


“Red River,” released by United 
‘Artists in September, 1948, is -ex- 
pected by the company to pile up 
the greatest number of contracts 
of any pic it ever distributed. With 
repeat bookings coming in in large 
numbers from late-run houses, UA 
believes pic will get almost 20,000 
dates. Magnitude of that number 
|is evident from the fact that there 
are about 18,000 houses in the U.S. 

The Howard Hawks western is 
still taking in about $5.000 a week 
in rentals and has $3,800,000 in the 
till at the moment, giving it an ex- 
pectation of approximately $4,000.- 
000 in domestfe gross. UA’s pre- 
vious record-holder for number of 
contracts was Jules Levey's “Abi- 
lene Town,” released in 1945, 
which played 14,000 engagements. 
Gross, however, amounted to only 
$1,400,000, since most of the dates 
were in small subsequent-runners, 
which find repeats profitable on 
oaters. 
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Mex Wants Comedies 
Mexico City, Jan. 10 

Of the 107 pix produced in 
Mexico last year, a new high, only 
i3 were boxoffice hits, according 
to the National Exhibitors Assn. 
Of the coin-making batch, eight 
were comedies, and three comedy- 
dramas. 

Exhibitors are preferring come- 
dies, domestic and imported, this 
year. 





Warners’ Chain 





Pickford Atty. Sees 1-Yr. 
Studio Tiff With Goldwyn 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 

Jackson Chance, Mary Pickford’s 
attorney, says it will be a year or 
more before the legal impasse be- 
tween Miss Pickford and Goldwyn 
over studio property can be settled. 
Chance says rumors of a com- 
promise being worked out be- 
tween parties are baseless. Gold- 
wyn, meanwhile, has settled down 
on squatters-rights basis on his 
39/80ths of studio. Miss Pickford 
plans to put her 41/80ths on pay- 
ing basis, perhaps returning to ac- 
tive production herself or forming 
indie company with partner-produ- 
cer to keep it going. 

Court ruling on the Pickford 
plea to have the present interlocu- 
tory order of sale of property set 
aside is not anticipated for per- 
haps another year. 








| All-Time Top-Grossers 


Following is the all-time “Golden Circle” —those pictures which have 


earned, or give promise of earning, 
(U.S. and Canada) rentals. 


a minimum of $4,000,000 in domestic 
Foreign cannot be accurately computed on 


the dollar remittance standard. D. W. Griffith’s 1915 smash, “Birth of a 
Nation” (Mutual), belongs on the list, but exactly where is a question 
confused by nostalgia and lost records. Oldtimers in one way or another 


associated with the picture esiimate 


$35,000,00 to $50,000,000. 








Drama Top B.0. 











Continued from page 35 


sicals happening to have clicked 
well during the 12-month period. 

Incidentally, the classification of 
films into types indicated above is 
somewhat arbitrary—as it must be 
in view of the fact that every pic- 
ture doesn’t fit conveniently into a 
niche. Differentiation among mu- 
sicals, comedies and pictures with 
songs was made mainly because of 
the predominance of a number of 
Bing Crosby pictures, such as 
“Going My Way” and “Bells of 
St Mary’s,” which couldn't accur- 
ately be called either musicals or 
comedies, although a large part of 
their bo. value did hinge on tunes 
in them sung by Crosby. On the 
other hand, Bob Hope films in 
which the comedian may have 
warbled a ditty were counted as 
straight comedies, since Hope's 
crooning is not figured to have lent 
appreciable b.o. values. The two 
Al Jolson biographical films were 
classed as musicals because it is 
largely on that basis that they 
were presented and sold by Co- 
lumbia. They also, nevertheless, 
had a high dramatic content. 

“Birth of a Nation,” although un- 
doubtedly the greatest grosser of 
any picture in the entire history of 
films, has not been considered in 
the above classifications. It fits into 
a kind of slot of its own, dating 
back to 1915, when the industry in 
all its aspects was fundamentally 
different from the present day. The 
D. W. Griffith classic undoubtedly 
grossed at least $35,000,000 in the 
U. S. and Canada, and more likely 
$50,000,000. There’s no way of 
telling, however, since the film was 
sold to separate distribs for han- 
dling in various parts of the coun- 
try, and no central bookkeeping of 
b.o. returns was ever kept. Like- 
wise, there is no record of rentals 
(the word “gross” as currently 
used in the industry refers to ren- 
tals), since the distrib in many 
cases exhibited the film himself in 
tents, auditoriums and stores. In 
any case, there can be no doubt, 
from whatever records are avail- 
able, that “Birth” did fantastic biz 
over a long number of years. 

‘Gone’ Tops 

Omitting “Birth” puts “Gone 

With the Wind” easily at the head 
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there is no likelihood that the right 
to sell would be withdrawn unless 
a deal hecomes obviously impos- 
sible. 

Actually, negotiations havé been 
protracted, it was said, because of 
the highly complicated nature of 
the stock transaction. U.S. Treas- 
ury Dept., Dept. of Justice, the 
Warners, the potential purchasers, 
the banks and others “‘all must be 
satisfied” before the sale can be 
closed. On the other hand, the 
Lehman mouthpiece asserted. “we 
have not tripped ourselves vet and 
we do not expect to.” 

New theatre company will re- 
quire a sufficient cash deposit to 
meet alk contingent liabilities, it 
was added. However. the big back- 
log of treble-damage, anti-trust 
actions against Warners and other 
majors would not deter a sale. It 
would merely require the proper 
audit to create a reserve on lia- 
bilities. 

Lehman statement comes on the 
heels of a disclosure by Harry M. 
Warner, WB prexy, that exelusive 
right to represent the three broth- 
ers has already been granied the 
investment concern. Warner did 
not identify the Lehman outfit by 
name but that has been general 


'industry knowledge for some time. 


The WB topper did not indicate 
that the Lehmans already had a 
buyer. 


of the all-time top-grossers list, 
without even a close rival. The 
film at the end of 1949 completed 
its fourth time in release ‘third 
reissue) to add almost $4,000,000 
to the $22.000,000 it had previously 
piled up in the domestic market. 
The figure is considered phenom- 
enal by film men for a reissue. 
Metro has now taken it out of dis- 
tribution for a year or so before 
sending it out again. 

Samuel Goldwyn’s “Best Years 
of Our Lives” is in runner-up po- 
sition on the list with $10,170.000 
in rentals, while David O. Selz- 
nick’s “Duel in the Sun” is third 
at $8,700,000. While these two 
pictures appear to have about the 
same rental receipts on their re- 
spective distributors’: books (RKO 
and Selznick Releasing Organiza- 
tion), there’s a substantial differ- 
ence represented by the fact that 
“Years” figures are net after ad- 
vertising, while “Duel’s” in most 
cases do not reflect the heavy co-op 
campaigns. 

All of the figures in the top- 
grosser list wouid be considerably 
higher on a world-wide basis. No 
attempt has been made to estimate 
income abroad, however, since it 
is impossible to assign dollar 
equivalents to currency frozen or 
perhaps used internally in various 
countries. Also much distribution 
was delayed because of the war 
znd direct comparatives between 
,pictures are not always possible. 


its gr@s at anywhere from 


. $26,000,000 


1. Gone With the Wind (M-G) (1939) _......- ee re 

2. Best Years of Our Lives (RKO) (1947). ....... ewes 10.170,000 
3. Duel in the Sun (SRO) (1947) co nneqrae ePreermee key 
4. This Is the Army (WB) (1943). ........0--eees ib* <0 8,500,000 
5. Jolson Story (Col) (1947) «5... cece neceerecerenes - 8,000,000 
6. Bells of St. Mary’s (RKO) (1946) ihe agin SRE 08 OS £.000,000 
7. Going My Way (Par) (1944) «cece nw eeeeevees 6 500,000 
8 For Whom the Bell Tolls (Par) (1943) .....ceceeecaes 6 300.000 
9. Welcome Stranger (Par) (1947). ........-eeceeveecees 6.190.000 
10. Snow White (RKO) (1937) 6 °00,000 
S00 le See (Par) SEE). 5 x... so cso estas vocmephesoee 5.700.000 
12. Egg and I (U) (1947) 5.750.000 
13. Jolson Sings Again (Col) (1949) 5.590.000 
14. Leave Her to Heaven (20th) (1945). ....... cc eee ewes 5.750.000 
15. Big Parade (M-G) (1925) ........ tee ee eee erences . 5 500,000 
16. Unconquered (Par) (1947)..........-..-seceseeerevee 5.230.000 
17. Yearling (Metro) (1947) ..........cccscvcccsencscens 5.250,000 
18. Forever Amber (20th) (1947) ..........cccccavcecvce F 950,000 
19. Song of Bernadette (20th) (1943) ©... 2... ee eee eee ee ee 5.090.000 
20. Meet Me in St. Louis (M-G) (1945)... 0.0... cc cee cane 5 600.000 
Si. Wie Perro Crees) CIO Ee) 2 a ee ved cere enee me 5 ©00,000 
22. Sgelibeund (UA) (1846)... 8 on cc ciecccvccceceses 5 990,000 
23. Green Dolphin St. (M-G) (1947). .........cccwccesees 5.000,000 
24.. Baszor’s Goge.(Z0Ch) (1047) cect ccco eves 5.000,0060 
25. Weekend at the Waldorf (M-G) (1945). ............04. 4 990,0°0 
Sh Weta SI CLOG). a vices vic 'n nc FO Roe Oa wR 40.09 
21, “Deemed. Paes. UG (1G 4G ok os cael vied eceeic ees 4 %.600 
SR. Fimicaters: Cites) COGN sh. micas islv Gh bm once eee weed ~. 475 0.000 
py Me a eo a et) ee ees ae 4 8°9.000 
S30, Adventure (ital Comer. «ie ue TIE ee ioe Se cowmencvee 4 ~%0.060 
So), Easy 16 Wd Febest shee) oie OSiis eh cers weeks 4 “00,000 
oa; AWnCHOrs AWOEER Chita) (IOS) cb ck cee cee ecreencese 4 ~50.000 
ao. Pour diorscmsee theta) (EGel) «os is hs kon ce vaewansaces 4 =20,000 
oe,  Perrece (Peet feeeee.... aces wens sv ecdauseodent 4 ~ 10,000 
SG, emer Figveess Cares) (LOS eos xoes.alc cece oa ewen ue 4 00,000 
30, mone to Uta CEOr (208) Wb. Sons ee Se cia deed vens 4 500,000 
37. Since You Went Away (UA) (1944)... 2... ccc ccccess 4 ~90,000 
38.: Stagedoor Canteen (UA) (1043)... kc tcceeecces 4 590 000 
39. Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo ‘(M-G) (1944) 4 500 800 
40. Thrill of a Romance (M-G) (1945)  —s_)5s 6. cece eae 4.-0.000 
41. Valley of Decision (M-G) (1945)... s_... .. ccccecccecs 4.500.000 
42. Bachelor and Bobbysoxer (RKO) (1947) ......0...... 4.500,000 
43. Till Clouds Roll By (M-G) (1947).... sc ci civeccdess 4.500.000 
2. BRasG.t0 mo (Par) (ieee... ok. Ut Riecesacnemees 4 500,000 
45. Two Years Before the Mast (Par) (1946)............6. 4.400.000 
S6.- Fesevey Gris (AiG) (R46). . .<.c nec oun s cewek vo cee 4. °50,000 
S7.. S005 WeemeRe (Par) i086) |. ook ick cows cw coche baenn 4 ~°0,000 
48. Saratoga Trunk (WB) (1946) 4° 9.000 
49. Hollywood Canteen (WB) (1944)........... ccc ce cues 4.200.000 
50. Easter Parade (M-G) (1948) 4.200.000 
a, meee. GEOR kc oes cS heck sec dean tvewagkl 4.200.000 
Je. Mother Wore Tights (20th) (1987)..c. i... cccea cones 4,150,000 
53. I Was a Male War Bride (20th) (1949). ...0....cccccuee 4,100,000 
54. Three Musketeers (M-G) (1948). ........ cc ccc ccc wea ce 4.100.000 
oo. Johnny Belinda (WE) (1048) . 2. ck cickvcconece 4,100,000 
a; Pee ee. Cy CROID Sn) hs uh vcica-v-s.d op Bs wale wah 4.100.000 
me, (mes Timiperiane (Ri-65) (1068)... cc kcccckcaccdscceaws 4.950,000 
96.. Emaperor Waltz (Par) (1948) .2.........ccceccecacsse 4 000.000 


59. Ben-Hur (M-G) (1926) 
60. Dolly Sisters (20th) (1945) 
61. Joan of Are (RKO) (1949) 


62. Kid From Brooklyn (RKO) (1946) 
63. Reap the Wild Wind (Par) (1942) 


64. Red River (UA) (1948) 
65. Singing Fool (WB) (1928) 
66. State Fair (20th) (1945) 


67. Holiday in. Mexico (M-G) (1946) 


68. Margie (20th) (1946) 
69. Night and Day (WB) (1946) 
70. Smoky (20th) (1946) 


4.000.000 
4.000.000 
4.000.000 
4,000,000 
4.000.000 
4.000.000 
4.000.000 
4 600.000 
4.0600.0°0 
4.000.000 
4,000,000 
4,000,000 
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availability date has been passed 
by six months or more in subse- 
quent situations and which it ap- 
pears will otherwise get no playoff. 
20th, by offering the films in bulk 
and letting the exhib name his own 
price, naturally takes just a frac- 
tion of what the rental would have 
been when each pic was originally 
offered, but it figures any terms 
are better than none. Generally, 
if the availability date on a picture 
is six months back, there is very 
little chance of a house buying the 
film at regular prices. The exhib 
would rather take on the new prod- 
uct coming up. 

It’s that last angle that has 
some of the other distribs burned. 
It is cutting them out on dates for 
their lesser product. Exhibs are 
finding it advantageous to buy the 
20th films at a low price and use 
them rather than the other com- 
panies’ new pix without the big 
name values that most of the 20th 
product offers. 


Some exhibs, figuring any film is 
new as long as it hasn't played 
their area, use the bargain buys as 
a regular first feature. Others 
find them advantageous as bottom- 
rungers in duals, since they can be 
bought practically at the same 
price as an ordinary second fea- 
ture. Still others pair them to- 
gether in twin bills. making all 
sorts of combos that would be im- 
possible if they were bought at 
regular terms. 

Other companies are beefing that 
the technique hurts 20th itself, as 
well as competing distribs, because 


‘Squawks on 20th Sales Plan 


Continued from page 3 — 











exhibs are wise to the outfit’s late- 
comer bargain sales and purposely 
skip original availability so they 
can buy cheaply later. Thus, it is 


said, valuable playing time is 
chewed up for which the exhib 
could be paying 20th or some 


other distrib much higher prices. 

Fox, on the other hand, appears 
well-pleased with the new develop- 
ment in selling. Sales chief Andy 
W. Smith has pointed out repeated- 
lv in recent months the great num- 
ber of contracts which the com- 
pany wrote last year. He said that 
it had been the highest in 20th 
history. 





2 Producers Stake Claim 
To Unknown Soldier Title 


“The Unknown Soldier,” appar- 
ently unthought of cinematogra- 
phically for the past nine years, 
has suddenly sprung to prominence 
in the last few weeks. Two 
different producers have staked 
claims with the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America for that title and 
variations of it. They are Albert 
J. Cohen, who made his registra- 
tion on Jan. 1, and Sam Baerwitz, 
who put in his bid Jan. 5. 

They are the first hints since 
1941 of a feature to be built around 
the unidentified hero of World War 
I. Metro was the previous regis- 
trant of the title. Cohen and Baer- 
Witz also staked out “The Unknown 
Solider Speaks” and “The Voice of 
the Unknown Soldier,” all of them 
#s tags for original film stories. 
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Story and Screenplay by DEVERY FREEMAN - Directed by WILLIAM A. SEITER + Produced by MILTON H. BREN ~ A Universalnternational Release 
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Clips from 


NEW YORK 


James R. Grainger, Republic’s 
exec veepee in charge of sales and 
distribution, returned to homeof- 
fice Friday (13) after junket to 
company’s North Hollywood studio. 
While away he also took in preem 
of “Sands of Iwo Jima” in San 
Francisco, San Diego and L. A. 

John Thomas, former salesman 
and booker with Fox Inter-Moun- 
tain Theatres.Tri-StateTheatre and 
Monogram, joined Realart staff as 
booker covering Denver, Kansas 
City and Omaha territory. 

RKO Theatres’ “Stunt of Month” 


showmanship awards for December 
were copped by James Berger, 
mana*er RKO Greenpoint, Brook- 
lvn: uid Andrew Talbot, manager 


RKO Iowa theatre, Cedar Rapids, 
Ia. Each won ¢cash prizes and RKO 
Showmanship Certificate for re- 
spective campaigns on “Easy Liv- 
ing” and “The Window.” 

Paramount is distributing 500 
copies of a special presentation 
book on “Samson and Delilah” 
with elaborate four-color repro- 
ductions of scenes from the pic. 
Book also runs the appropriate 
story from the bible along with 
the illustrations to demonstrate 
gage! Cecil B. DeMille’s fidel- 
ty in following the testament plot. 
Book is being sent to.editors and 
religious leaders. 


WASHINGTON 


Town’s newest sureseater, the 
Plaza, is scheduled to open in 
March. House will seat about 300. 


Sam Roth, who runs a nabe chain 
here and nearby Virginia, figures 
the Plaza for long stands. 

U. S. Attorney General Howard 
McGrath is hosting cabinet mem- 
bers and Government officials at 
a special screening of Universal's 
“Francis” at the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America’s Academia the- 
atre in Washington tomorrow 
(Thurs.). U is also staging a second 
screening at the National Press 
club tor DC newspapermen and 
War Dept. reps the following eve- 
ning. 

ST. LOUIS 

John Saporita, 26-year-old usher 
at Hi-Pointe theatre, copped a 
$250 first prize in 1950 St. Louis 
Artists’ Guild Oil Painting exhi- 
bition 

Mark Steinberg upped from as- 
sistant booker to Southern Illinois 
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THEATRICAL EXECUTIVE 


Top Caliber Theatricai Executive Is 
Seeking Change 


Twenty-five years experience in 
chain and independent operations. 


BUYING 
BOOKING 
SUPERVISION 
ADVERTISING 


Preferably in the Metropolitan area 
but will relocate if a suitable proposi- 
tion is offered. 


Will be available on notice 
Please reply to Box V 2481, 
154 W. 46th St.. 


Variety, 
New York 19, N. Y. 
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REFRESHMENT IN REFRESHMENT 
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FROM COAST TO COAST DRIVE-IN THEATRES 
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Film Row 
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‘salesman for Eagle Lion exchange 


here. 


The Illinois, Belleville, Ill., re-. 


lighted after facelifting job. 


' 
Louis K. Ansell is chairman of | 


St. Louis March of Dimes cam- 
paign for picture industry. 

Biz at several film houses in 
Missouri-and Illinois towns in the 
St. Louis trade area hurt by high 
waters that followed a tornado and 
combo of rain, sleet and snow last 
week. High waters cut off theatre 
trade at theatres in Valley Park, 
Mo., and Villa Grove, .Tuscola, 
Lawrenceville, Vandalia, Decatur, 
Lebanon, O’Fallion and New 
Athens, the latter all in Illinois. 


PHILADELPHIA 

William C. Clark, veepee of Na- 
tional Film Carriers, has inside 
track for vacancy on _ Interstate 
Commerce Commission caused by 
death of Carroll Miller, it’s re- 
ported here. Clark was eastern 
assistant to James Eastman, Office 


| 
| 


of Defense Transportation, during , 


war. 

Stanley-Warner is considering 
two days a week of vaude in three 
key nabes. 

Clarence Brown, director of 
“Intruder in the Dust,’ was so 
pleased with Philly crix notices of 
the film, 
reviewers. 

Allied of Eastern Pennsylvania 
is querying members and other in- 
in area on local film situa- 
tion. 


that he wrote all three} 


Data will form basis for dis- | 


cussion at group’s annual member- | 


ship meeting Jan. 31 and then will 
be forwarded to National Allied. 

Elmer Hollander resigned as 
veepee and buyer-booker of Allied 
Motion Picture Theatre Service 
here. Roy Sullender replaces as 
buyer-booker while Benjamin B. 
Fertel takes over as V.p. 


CLEVELAND 


Heat was turned on against 
gouging auto-parking lot operators 
who, downtown exhibitors charged 
in a protest to Mayor Thomas 
Burke, are severely hurting Cleve- 
land’s theatrical zone in Playhouse 
Square as well as other biz. Dele- 
gation of exhibitors headed by 
Max Mink, local division manager 
of RKO Theatres, complained that 


some scalpers were hiking their 
fees as high as $1 whenever a 
socko crowd-pulling pic was 


booked into a major house. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Ted Karatz, local film equipment 
manufacturér and distrib, acquired 
900-seat Loop “B” firstrun house 
from Paramount circuit. No 
change in policy is planned. This 
is only Minneapolis theatre Par 
chain is required by consent decree 
to divorce. Under decree, circuit 
now also has on market, the State, 
Austin, Minn.; Eastman, St. Cloud, 


Minn., and O’Klare, Eau Claire, 
Wis. 

Northwest Variety club here 
turned over additional $80,000, 


making a total of $414,000 raised, 
to Minnesota University heart hos- 
pital. This hospital is its main 
philanthropie project. Part of 
latest sum came from. theatre 
collections in this area. These 
netted $45.000 or about 30% less 


‘than a year ago. 


Taking a leaf from present re- 
lease of “The Outlaw,” W. R. 
Frank, local circuit owner and 
film producer, has brought back 
one of his first pix, “Enemy of 
Women,” after five years, for test 
run at ‘his own nabe, Boulevard, 
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| giving it sensational ad campaign. 

St. Paul city council, after hear- 
ing, disregarded Mayor E. 
Delaney’s complaint against adver- 
tising employed for “The Outlaw” 
at RKO-Orpheum and refused to 
ban picture or revoke theatre's li- 
cense, 


TOLEDO 


A 10-vear lease negotiated in 


Cincinnati by Midham Co., new 
operating organization, covering 
Paramount theatre at Hamilton 


and Paramount in Middletown, O., 
under government divestment de- 
cree. The lease was then assumed 
by Northio Theatres a Midham 
subsidiary, with headquarters in 
Cincinnati, which has operated the 
houses for several years. Pact is 
understood to specify a minimum 
rental of $750,000 for the term. 


PITTSBURGH 


Bob Finkel, son of Bill Finkel, 
veteran exhib here and once asso- 
ciated with his. father in business, 





joined TV staff of ABC on Coast. | 


Theodore A. Grance, head of 
Outdeor Theatres, will manage 
new drive-ins to be built at State 
College, Pa., and Lock Haven, Pa. 
Under agreement with Philip 
Schleit and Associates, owners of 
ozoners, he will have charge of 
booking and operating the spots. 

Charles Szewcyk, Boswell, Pa., 
exhib serving second term there as 
member of school board, just 
elected its prexy. : 

Milt Samueis, who formerly op- 
erated theatres on northside, now 
has a tavern in Penn township. 

Meercy Braff is new president 
of Metro Pep Club. 

Morty Henderson, manager of 
Harris-Perry, temporarily assigned 
to circuit’s Fourth Street Theatre 
in Jeannette, Pa. 

Jack Judd, Columbia, elected 
head of Pittsburgh Lodge 31, Colos- 
seum of Motion Picture Salesmen. 
Other officers include Frank Dana, 
of Rep., vice-president, 


| liam Scott, of RKO, treasurer. 


| Torreano 


IATSE Local 171 named Martin 
president to succeed 
Paul F. Ferry. William H. Thomp- 
son, fourth district secretary, re- 
tained as business rep. 


DALLAS 


Name of the Telenews changed 
to Dallas theatre by Telenews 
Corp. which took active manage- 
ment after nine years being op- 
erated by Interstate Theatres. 

Mrs. J. D. Lindsey reelected 
head of Lindsey Theatres at an- 
nual meeting of directors at Lub- 
bock. Mrs. Lindsey and her late 
husband established first house 
there more than 30 years ago. 

Despite high waters which flood- 
ed city streets at Pasadena, the 
Garden theatre there opened its 
doors for normal operation. House 
is operated by Long Theatres. 
House was forced to close one 
night because of high water com- 
ing in the doors. 

Cecil White named manager of 
newly opened Mexia at Mexia. 
Maurice Easterling operates. 


Korda-DOS 
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with an ultimate division of the pix 
in 10 years. 

In the meantime, it is alleged, 
Korda financed himself and started 


work in October, 1948, on bank 
advances. When the banks asked 
for some security on the loans. 


Selznick allegedly told Korda that 
he was broke and cculd advance no 
money or bank guarantee. Instead, 
he and Korda reached an agree- 
ment to turn over “The Paradine 
Case” in return for “Third” and 
“Portrait of Jenny” for “Earth.” 
Korda was to obtain his money 
from United Kingdom proceeds on 
the two Selznick films. 

Pact allegedly included agree- 
ment that Korda would keep the 
proceeds of the Selznick films in 
escrow until delivery by him of 
“Third” and “Earth.” According to 
Korda, Selznick refused to release 
this escrow when “Third” was de- 
livered unless certain papers were 
executed on “Earth.” Korda re- 
fused to ink these documents. 

Additionally, it is charged that 
Selznick delivered ‘Portrait’ five 
weeks later than the time set and 
that the delivery of the negative 
was made to British Lion and not 
Korda. It is claimed that Korda 
did not know of the delivery until 
many weeks later, while BL held 
the negative in Selznick’s name in 
a British lab. 

Hence, Korda now wants to call 
off all bets while paying Selznick 
for the services of his players. It 
is asserted that Selznick is duping 
prints on “Third” and “Earth” and 
that Korda has refused to turn 
over the negative of either film. 


and Wil- | 


‘Old Edison Studios 
Being Dissolved || 


Lack of interest in its facilities 
has resulted in the dissolution of 
the Filmcraft Studio in the Bronx, 
\N. Y. Originally known as the 
‘Thomas Edison Studios, the six- 
' story plant was last operated by 
'Soundies Films, Inc., a subsidiary 
‘of Mills Industries of Chicago. 

For several years J. A. Tanney, 
head of S.O.S. Cinema Supply 
Corp., attempted to arrange a sale. 
However, the lease on the structure 
expired and last December most 
of the building’s contents were dis- 
posed of. Fox Movietone acquired 
most of the scenic drops, props, 
ete. for its 10th avenue Studio 
white S.O.S. is handling sale of 
lesser equipment from its midtown, 
N. Y., warehouse. In recent years 


;Filmeraft was principally used by 
| producers of Negro features. 





6 16m PIX UNCOVERED 


BY FBI IN ILLEGAL USE 


Houston, Jan. 17. 

Continuing investigation by the 
FBI into “hot” I6m_ films has 
turned up another six pix here 
which were held without authority 
by a film-renting library in this 
city. All recovered prints originally 
came from the thqusands furnished 


to the U. S. Armed services dur- | 
ing the war. ; 
Prints recovered are Metro’s 


“Heavenly Body” and “Somewhere 
I'll Find You,” United Artists’ “G.I. 
Joe” and “Paris Underground,” 
Universal’s “A Woman in Green” 
and Columbia’s “The Mark of: the 
Whistler.” All have been surren- 
dered ‘to Sargoey & Stein, majors’ 
attorneys on copyright matters. 


Col.-Small Tie Seen 


In ‘Lorna Doone’ Pic 


Possibility that ‘“‘Lorna Doone” 
will be made for Columbia by Ed- 
ward Small was seen in that com- 
pany’s registration of the title with 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica Friday (13). Small, who holds 
priority on the public domain 
classic, has been negotiating an | 
indie deal with Col. for the past 
several months. 

Small for a long time had a 
deal cooking with J. Arthur Rank 
by which he planned to produce 
the picture in England. It could | 
not be learned whether anything 
similar is being considered under 
the Columbia setup. 

First National released a version 
of the yarn in 1922. 








Goldwyn Hangs On To 
Dickens Biog Rights 


Samuel Goldwyn is hanging on 
to his rights to a biog on Charles 
Dickens, although he has no plans 
for the picture at the moment. He 
took steps recently to renéw his 
registration with the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America of the public 
domain titles “Charles Dickens” 
and ‘‘The Life of Charles Dickens,” 

At the same time Metro with- 
drew from the MPAA’s permanent 
copyright list its rights to 
“Naughty Marietta.” Pie from the 
Victor Herbert musical of that 
iabel was released by M-G in 1935. 


OZONER FOR CONEY 

Ball Park Movies, Inc., acquired 
a 13-acre site at Coney Island, 
N. Y., which was tenanted by Luna 
Park until the resort burned down 
in 1944. Purchasers plan construc- 
tion of a drive-in, stores and swim- 
ming pool on the property. Held 
at $500,000, acreage is subject to| 
a $125,000 mortgage. 








Palsy Group Names Hudson 
Detroit, Jan. 17. | 
Ear) Hudson, president of United 
Detroit Theatres,“has been named 
president of the newly-organized 
United Cerebral Palsy Assn. of 
Michigan, Ine. 








Coler Advances | 


ome COMUinued from page 7 ———! 
process in unquestioned, one big 
hurdle still remains. Waiver may 
be required from Techni before 
the labs can convert that company’s 
negatives into another system’s 
prints. However, outfit has already 
consented to several trial conver- | 
sions and is not expected to balk | 
at the new tinting development. 

DeLuxe, it is reported, is pre- | 
paring to take over Ansco release 
printing on a big scale. It hopes 
to be equipped for production of 
20 features yearly or about 50. 000,- 
000 feet of color positive every 12 
months, 














WB’s Strong Net 
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ance in ’50. At the same time, 


company purchased four theatres 


formerly under lease for $985,000, 
two of these after the fiscal period 
ended. 
Warner statement also disclosed 
a transaction whereby the company 
bought 674 acres of Harry Warner 
property in Calabasas, Cal., at a 
price at $431,666. Acreage ad- 
joined property owned by the com- 
pany and used for location and 
exterior shots. Price was fixed as 
an average on separate appraisals 
made by three real estate firms. 
In his report Warner noted a 
substantial increase in the number 
of exhib anti-trust actions brought 
against the company. He also re- 
ferred to the tax situation, appeal- 
ing to stockholders to get behind 
the drive on Congress to reduce 
the 20% Federal admissions bite. 
Net current assets.as of Aug. 31, 
amounted to $47,920,000, against 
$42,610,000 at the close of the pre- 
ceding year. Cash in the U. S. was 
$21,745,000, while U. S. Govern- 
ment securities, including $12,078.- 
000 of tax notes which have been 
deducted from current liabilities, 
amounted to $15,162,000. 
Amortization of film 
slightly higher at $41,494,876, 
against $40,751,936 in the prior 
semester. Royalties and participa- 
tions amounted to $8,422,556, com- 
pared to $7,197,027. In all, 
and expenses varied only slightly 
in the two years, totaling $126,037,- 
172 in 49 and $126,867,585 in ‘48. 


Eastern Writers Guild 
Elects Meltzer Prexy 


Newton E. Meltzer, scripter for 
Telenews Productions, has been 
elected prexy of Associated Film 
Writers, a guild of writers work- 
ing for eastern film producers. 
Other officers elected were Lewis 
Amster, freelancer, first vice-prexy: 
Sumner Lyon, RKO-Pathe, second 
vice-prexy; Richard Frank, free- 
lancer, secretary, and Sue Platt, 
freelancer, treasurer. 

Officers will be inducted at the 
guild’s membership meeting Jan. 
25. Outfit has been dickering for 
affiliation with the Coast Screen 
Writers Guild for some time. 


costs was 








C. T. White Named 

Chandler T. White, with General 
Aniline & Film Corp. for 30 years 
has been named veepee of the 
organization. 

White has been general manager 
of the General Aniline Works 
(dyestuffs) and continues in that 
capacity. 














MOVIE THEATRES 


Representing “BUYERS” who desire 

MOTION PICTURE THEATRES and 

“SHOWMEN” who desire to sell their 
THEATRES. 


De Blasio & Saunders 


HOTEL OLCOTT 
27 W. 72nd St. TR. 7-4200 






































RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 
SAMUEL GOLDWYN’S 


+ 
“MY FOOLISH HEART" i 





Starring 
ne ANDREWS ® SUSAN HAYWARD 
Directed by MARK ROBSON 
$Disizbuted by RKO RADIO PICTURES 
Spectacular Stage Presentation 
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GENE TIERNEY @ RICHARD CONTE 
JOSE FERRER @ CHARLES BICKFORD 


“WHIRLPOOL”’ 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 


On Stace—“'THE COPACABANA REVUE" 
Starring ANDY RUSSELL & the COPA GIRLS 


—==ROXY 








7th Ave. @ 
soth 8st. -——————— 





Cecil B. BeMille'’s masterpiece 


Samson "Delite 


Color by TECHNICOLOR 
WEDY LAMARR + VICTOR MATURE > GEORGE SANDERS 
ANGELA LANSBURY + RENRY WILCOXON 
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RADIO'S NON-RADIO EXECUTIVE 





Four-Network Boxscore for ’49 


(Estimated Gross Time Sales) 


1949 
NBC .cccccsces - «++ - $64,000,000 
“CBS .cccccccccecces 65,000,000 
ABC ...eee- eeeceees 42,340,000 
hence eee 18,115,000 


Mutual 


1948 
NBC eeseedecere $69,700,000 
Cm secese eseeesess 62,200,000 
BS cc ccccccacnvass 44,300,000 
errr err ee 22,735,000 








Sen. Johnson Lambasts ‘Chiselers 


Who Set Up Arbitrary Radio Policies 


Washington, Jan. 17. + 


Sen. Edwin C. Johnson (D.- 


Colo.) laid it on the line—both to | 
members of the iCC and to the} 


broadcasters —in an address last 
week before an assembled group of 
radio lawyers. The Chairman of 
the Senate Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce up- 
held broad regulation of radio and 
blamed “chiselers” in the broad- 
easting business for bringing on 
“arbitrary” administrative _ poli- 
cies. 

Speaking at the annual dinner 
Thursday (12) of the Federal Com- 
munications Bar Assn., Johnson 
labelled as “bunk” those who want 
radio regulation limited to stand- 
ards of electrical interference. 
Such advocates, he said, “live in a 
dream world of fancy, not fact.” 
Under such a system, he added, 
“radio would deteriorate to just 
what it is in some other countries 
where the only standard is the 
political pull necessary to acquire 
a license.” 

Of course, regulations can be- 
come onerous, Johnson pointed out, 
particularly when the broadcaster 
tries to get by with all he can. “It 
is faulty and sloppy operation,” he 
said. “‘that brings on a Blue Book; 

(Continued on page 32) 


Coast Writers In 


CBS Strike Threat 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 





Strike of 500 members of Radio | 


Writers Guild, western -region, 


against CBS is expected to result | 


at a meeting late this month when 
officials of the union ask for sup- 
port of their action. 
after eight months of negotiations 
with the network, Guild issued a 
bulletin that it would activate its 
strike intention filed with National 
Labor Relations Board Dec. 23 if 
its demands continue to be 
nored. 

Crux of the embattled parties 
centers on these demands by the 
Guild: 

Readjustment of weekly salary 
for senior staff writers from $83.50 
fo reach parity with N. Y. 
bers’ $101.50. 

Limitation of working hours to. 
include five-day, 40-hour week. 

Retention of radio and television 
rights to all material written by a 
Guild member on his own time. 

Layoffs to follow seniority. 

CBS has made final salary offer 
of $94 for senior writers and is 
willing to “overlook” the contract 
clause which obligates staffers to 
make speeches. 


BIOW’S GRUBER TO C&P 
AS RADIO TIME BUYER 


Herb Gruber has resigned as 
radio time buyer at the Milton 
Biow agency to join Cecil & Pres- 
brey agency in the same capacity. 
C & P move is in line with its ex- 
panded radio-TV activities, now 
that it has projected itself into the 
bigtime with inheritance of such 
personalities as Tom J. Maloney, 
a top exec of Newell-Emmett (now 
Cunningham & Walsh), and George 
F. Foley, Jr., radio-TV director of 
Newell- Emmett, who has joined 
3 & P agency as television direc- 

# 

Along with Maloney and Foley. 
C & P also inherited the radio and 


video billings on the Auto-Lite 
account, 





i WLAW, 


| Boston studios and offices. 


Stalemated | 


| magazine 


ig- 


mem- ; 


j the results. 





Foster to WLAW 


Boston, Jan. 
Albert E. Foster, longtime 
tor of media for Lever Bros., until 
removal of offices to New York, 
has been named station manager of 
ABC outlet in nearby 
Lawrence. 
Foster will assume charge of all 
operations and personnel’ in the 
station’s Lawrence, Lowell 


17. 





Sarnoff Moving 





| 
| 


direc- | 


and | 





Into Pub Relations 
Breach for RCA 


leaving no 


RCA apparently is 
stone unturned in its 
tion to establish better public rela- 
tions in the face of some recent 
downbeat stories and articles, par- 
ticularly those appearing in the 
Henry R. Luce publications (Life, 
Time, Fortune). 

RCA board chairman David Sar- 
noff himself has been stepping 
into the breach as front man on 


ithe public relations side, in view of 


some recent Life pictorial spreads 
and editorial text in Time and For- 
tune, which apparently has been 
giving the rival CBS organization 
the best of it. Sarnoff, it’s under- 
stood, met Luce last week for a 
“what gives?”  hair-letting-down 
session. Sarnoff, it’s reported, was 


determina- | 


particularly disturbed over the re- | 


cent Fortune piece on television, 
in which CBS emerged with flying 
colors. 

On three major fronts—video 
broadcasting and recordings—the 
RCA boys have been taking some 
drubbings in recent 
weeks. 

RCA prexy Frank Folsom, too, 

(Continued on page 34) 





CBS White-Collarites 


Ballot Today; Stanton 


“QUTSIDERS' AT 
NETWORK HELM 


Appointment of Victor T. Nor- 
ton, president of American Home 
Foods, Inc., to one of the key man- 
agement roles at NBC as veepee 
for administration, significantly 
highlights an era in radio. when 
| non- industry men are taking over 
the leadership. 
applicable in the case of NBC, 

where practically the entire upper 
| echelon level is now comprised of 
men who seldom, until recently, 
had occasion to step inside a radio 
station. 

Equally 





significant is 


Trammell, Mark Woods and Ed! 
Kobak are no longer in the prexy | 
seats, but have donned emeritus | 
robes as either (1) board chairman, 


ibiineiie 


Radio’s 1950 “order-hath- 
changeth” facade is  pin- 
pointed by the fact that four 
ex-network program toppers, 
each of whom carried veepee 
chevrons, are currently on the 


sidelines. 
They are Davidson Taylor, 
who has just exited CBS; 


Douglas Coulter, ex-CBS (and 
ex-Foote, Cone & Belding); 


Phillips Carlin, ex- Mutual 
program chief, and Clarence 
Menser, former NBC program 


boss who has since purchased 
and subsequently sold a 
Florida station. 





It’s particularly 


the fact} 
that such pioneers in radio as Niles | 





(2) vice board chairman, 
dustry consultant. 

CBS stands out in sharp contrast 
as the exception, where the 
management now in command came 
up via the kilocycle route. 

In the case of NBC, Frank Fol- 
som, the president of the parent 
RCA company, who actually is re- 
sponsible for blueprinting the en- 
tire new NBC modus operandi, is 
essentially a merchandising man. 
In turn, Joe McConnell, Trammell’s 
successor aS prexy, was a lawyer 
and RCA treasurer with no pre- 
vious broadcasting experience. 

Similarly, exec veepee Charles R. 


Denny came out of the FCC chair- 


|manship via the law 


| veepee and director, 


| 
| 


i; of ABC, 
|'umnist (Kintner @ Alsop), 


Mails Final Broadside 


Final broadsides in the National 
Labor Relations Board election 


today (Wed.), to determine whether 


the Radio Guild (CIO) 
tinue to be collective bargaining 


representative for CBS’ N.Y. w hite- 
collar workers, were issued yester- 


day. 

Employees received at their 
homes a letter from Frank Stanton, 
the web prexy’s first direct partici- 
pation in the campaign. Stanton 
charged that the union causes dis- | 
harmony and promised that “as 
far as we can see ahead, there 
will be no changes in present con- 
ditions unless they can be made 
even better than they are today.” 

The union issued a printed leaflet 
which said that there is “one Issue 
—shall CBS white collar workers 
continue to have union guarantees, 
protection of their jobs and sala- 
ries, promotion opportunities and 
working conditions?’ 

Voting will take place at the 
net's N.Y. headquarters today and 
ballots will be counted tonight at 
the NLRB office, 2 Park ave. 
Guild is staging a party at its of- 
fices while its members wait for 


will con- | 


route, with 
NBC the initial stamping ground 
in actual radio operations. On top 
of that, the new administration 
veepee, while at one time identi- 
fied with Kenyon & Eckhardt as a 
has basically 


been identified with food and 
packing companies, 
Robert Kintner, the new prexy 


Washington col- 
before 
stepping into his initial broadcast 
role a few years back as one of Ed 
Noble’s key men. 


TONI DROPS GODFREY 
IN NEW RADIO CUT 


Chicago, Jan. 17. 
Toni will drop its sponsoring of 


was a 





Arthur Godfrey in April after 
completing 26-week cycle. Ac- 
cording to agency exec, program 


was bought with 


fitting a definite, merchandise pro- 
motion. 

Cancellation leaves home _ per- 
manent advertiser with “Give and 
Take” on CBS Saturday afternoon 
and “This is Nora Drake” soap 
opera on CBS, Monday-Friday. 

Toni has practically cut adver- 
tising budget radiowise in half as 
it dropped “Crime Photographer” 
and “‘Ladies Be Seated” last year 
and with the Godfrey nix narrows 
down to two entries, with no pros- 
pect of additional fare. 

However, while Toni is not in 
television as yet, it is more or less 
an open secret that it is open for 
something for the house-fraus. 
Much of the cosmetic-allied firm’s 
budget has been switched to news- 
papers and magazines in the past 


i year. 


or (3) in- 


senior 


definite time in| 
mind and was not to be renewed, | 








(CBs, $7,900,000 Behind NBC Biz 
In 48, Closes Gap During ’49 In 
Billings Spurt; ABC, Mutual Down 





Without Stripes 

Ripley in the NBC reorgan- 
izational changes as effected 
last week is the slotting of 
Jim Gaines as a non-veepee top 
man in the operating division 
covering owned-and-operated 
stations, with at least one vee- 
pee subordinate reporting to 
him. 

As head of one of the three 
major divisions of the network, 
Gaines will have all the 0 & o 
station managers reporting to 
him. Among these are Irving 
E. (Chick) Showerman, vee- 
pee in charge of the web’s Chi 
| operations. 
ao Fact that Gaines was singled 
| 
| 





out for the No. 1 o & o spot 
without benefit of veepee chev- 
rons has occasioned some sur- 
prise around the network. 








McClinton, Carlock 
Into Own Agency: 


Get Prudential Biz 


7s 
vv 
| 
| 
| 


The final returns for 1948 were 
| racked up*this week in the NBC vs 
| CBS battle for network supremacy. 


|The results, from a billings stand- 


| 


point, are as significant as anythin 


| that’s come along to reveal how 


| 


| 
} 


William S. Paley and his Colum- 
| bia operation moved in over the 
|12-month period to close the gap 
(on a $7,500,000 billings advantage 
br ge by NBC at the close of 


Strangely enough, NBC goes in- 


|'to 1950 with most of its half-hour 


i|CBS 
| nighttime 
| schedules. 
|CBS financial 


| ing 
| herited such stars as 


time sold out, whereas 
open gaps on its 
Sunday afternoon 
oddly enough, the 
picture reflects the 
healthy payoff from its ascendancy 
into programming dominance dur- 
1948, during which Paley in- 
Jack Benny, 


segments 
wide 

and 
Yet, 


hac 
nas 


Edgar Bergen, Red Skelton, Bing 
Crosby, Groucho, Burns & Allen, 
ete. 


The year-end figures show that 
NBC took a nosedive in billings to 
the tune of nearly $5,000,000 ag 
compared with the '48 gross time 
sales, while Columbia gained in ex- 
cess of $1,000,000. 


For the year 1948, NBC regis- 


tered $69,700,000 in estimated gross 


|!of $7,500,000. 


time sales. CBS’ figure was $62,- 
200,000, giving NBC an advantage 
The 1949 year-end 


Another upheaval in agency | figure showed NBC with gross bill- 
circles, in the wake of the breakup ings of $64,000,000, with Paley & 
of Newell-Emmett (now Cunning- Co. racking i $63,500,000, still 
ham & Walsh), transpired this under the NBC figure, but wiping 
week when H. L. McClinton and OUt all but $500,000 of the wide 
M. FE. Carlock revealed they are financial gap separating the twe 
breaking away from their respec- Wes. 
tive agencies N. W. Aver and Ben.| Both ABC and Mutual billings 
ton & Bowles. # were down in ’49 compared with 


big league operation. 
With Carlock, 
goes the lucrative Prudential busi- 
ness out of the B & B camp and 
into the new C arlock, McClinton 
& Smith agency. 
| Carlock, veepee at B & B, and 
McClinton, longtime radio-TV di- 
rector and veepee at Ayer, are tie- 
ing in with Paul Smith, who pres- 


to set up their own 


it’s reported, also 


ently operates his own agency in| 
N. Y 


New setup will read: MeClinton, 


president; Smith, veepee and chair- 
man of the Plans Board; Carlock, 
veepee and secretary. None of the 


Ayer business will be disturbed. | 


Checkout of McClinton comes as 
something of a surprise to the 
trade. Joining Ayer in 1929, he has 
been veepee in charge of radio 
since 1938. His successor at Ayer 
will be James E. Hanna, veepee 
and manager of the radio dept. 

New agency is set to go into op- 
eration on May 1, with headquar- 
ters in Uew York. 

Prudential has been one of the 
important B & B house accounts, 
involving all media, with approxi- 
mately $1,500,000 channelled into 
network programming via the Sun- 
day CBS “Family Hour of Stars” 
and the NBC cross-the-board Jack 
Berch program. 


Wrigley Paying Autry 
$500 Extra a Week To 
Steer Clear of Video 


Minneapolis, Jan. 17. 
Here for two appearances with 
his Hollywood revue, Gene Autry 
told local reporters he’s being paid 


$500 a week by his radio sponsors 
not to go on television. This, of 
course, is in addition to his regular 
compensation for his air services. 

Autry said that his radio spon- 
sors took an option on his tele- 
vision services at the $500 weekly 
figure. They haven't yet decided 
to exercise it, however, but—at a 
price—they’re keeping him off TV. 

Present tour keeps Autry on the 
road into March. He had been out 
a week when he reached Minne- 
apolis where he ran into 11 below 
zere temperatures—“rather unkind 
‘to a Californian,” he said. 








the previous year. ABC put $42,- 
340,000 in the till last vear. where- 
as it hit a peak $44,300,000 in ’48. 


Mutual only hit an estimated 
$18,115,000 in ’49, while the ’48 
total was $22,735,000. 





Aloha To 
NBC Junket 


Any hopes for an NBC conven- 
tion in Hawaii next September 
were rendered null and void last 
week, when the Station Planning 
and Advisory Committee (SPAC) 


voted at a meeting with network 
execs in N. Y. to hold the annual 
powwow “within 500 miles of Chi- 
cago.” 

At the ’48 NBC convention at 
White Sulphur Springs, W. Va., 
last September, sentiment of the 
affiliate membership was all for 


holding the shindig in Honolulu 
this year, although board chairman 
Niles Trammell (then prexy) intl 
mated that David Sarnoff & Co. 
wouldn’t hold still for that kind of 
an NBC expense voucher, particue 
larly in view of what has been hap- 
pening the past year. 

The affiliate boys, apparently, ree 
considered in the meantime. Best 
guess is that Chi will get the nod. 
A committee will be named to pick 
the actual site. 


MARY MARGARET TO 
GET MIDWEST BUILDUP 


Chicago, Jan, 17. 

Arrangements are being finak 
ized to air Mary Margaret McBride 
over a midwest radio hookup on 
an hour-long program transcribe@ 
from New York. 

Hoping to build as large a fole 
lowing she has garned the past 18 
years in the Manhattan area, WGN 
will pick up the broadcast about 
the middle of February, to be 
aired in the 9:15 a.m. slot. Spone 
sorship will be on a participating 
basis, with Marathon Corp. make 
ers of Waxtex number one in the 





' lineup. 
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Seldes 


Sez He's Radio's Best Friend, 


Only It Doesn't Build New Audiences 





By GILBERT SELDES 


I don’t know how George Jean 
Nathan feels about it, but I am 
always pleased to have my name 
bracketed with his, especially 
when it’s spelled right. But I can’t 
geem to feel grateful to Hubbell 
Robinson, Jr., for his reference in 


your anniversary number. Here 
it is (getting my name into print a 


second time): 

“Heaven knows radio didn’t 
achieve its titanic success without 
the comment of a notable group 
of dissenters. Most of the critical 
aristocracy has examined radio 
and found it wanting. Such adroit 
and erudite word-wranglers§ as 
George Jean Nathan and Gilbert 
Seldes have brickbatted the no- 
blest efforts of the broadcasters.” 

Someone ought t6 write a piece 
on “The Supersensitivity of Vee- 
pees in Charge of Programs,” of 
which this is a startling instance. 
I don’t recall reading anything of 
Nathan’s about radio, but I have 
given myself the trouble of re- 
reading a lot of my own stuff, and 
the answer to Mr. Robinson is 
“name one.” That is, name one 
single instance of a noble effort 
by the broadcasters that I have 
brickbatted. 

Specifically, what are the noblest 
efforts? Mr. Robinson doesn’t 
mame them, but he does name 
three current CBS programs—*“My 
Friend Irma,” ‘“‘“Cur Miss Brooks” 
and “Sing It Again’’—none of 
which I have attacked. Two of the 


three I think are pretty routine, | 


and I would cheerfully attack 
them if necessary. 
sider that a brickbat hurled at the 
noblest efforts. 

Now let me name some. Have 
I ever derided the work of Norman 
Corwin? (I’ve exercised my criti- 
cal judgment, preferred some of it 
to others, but never belittled it 
and suggested it wasn’t worth do- 
ing). Or the work of Edward R. 
Murrow, either in London or at 
home? Or Bill Shirer? Or the 
CBS School of-the Air, which was 
a pretty nobie effort? Or Jack 

Continued on page 34) 


Brewing Co. Ties Up AM-TV 
Rights on Cleveland indians 
For Ist Time in 2256 Pact 


Cleveland, Jan. 17. 
Standard Brewing Co. has signed 
with the Cleveland Indians for ex- 
clusive radio and television rights. 
Broadcasting will be for home and 
away games; television will be only 
for 77 home games. 





Although announcement of | 
which stations will carry the games | 


has not been made, it is almost a 
certainty that WERE will get the 
radio rights and WEWS the tele- 
vision end of the reported contract 
that is in the neighborhood of 
$225,000 exclusive of time, talent 
and agency fees. 

President of Standard is George 
A. Creadon. He also has much 
stock in WERE and the ball club. 
This will mark the first time that 
Standard has had both radio and 
television rights. For the past two 
years, Standard has had only radio 
dealings with WJW, with the latter 
broadcasting the ball games with 
Jack Graney and Jimmy Dudley at 
the mike. The 
expected to handle AM chores. 

WJW is trying again to get base- 


ball rights, but WERE has the in- | 


side track and is a sure bet. 
Along the rialto the odds say 
that if WJW gets the ball club con- 
tract, WERE 
ABC net option which 
flaunted in previous years 
handle the games. Incidentally, it is 
said that WJW and ABC have 
merged for the coming year, thus 
taking WJW out of the ball game. 


DRAMATIC SHOW SET 
AS BENNY COMPETITION 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 

“Hollywood Calling,” telephone 
quizzer, has been dropped after 
gix months by NBC and will be re- 
placed Sunday (21) with a dra- 
matic show. Story line and plots 
will be written by the whodunit 
povelist, Stanley Gardner, with 
Robert Riley to script the shows. 
William Robson is directing. 

New series will be tossed against 
the Jack Benny show on CBS, 


WJIW 





I wouldn’t -on- | 


two mikemen are. 


will take over the} 


to | 


> 


| 


Pearson’s 2-Way D.C. 
| Ride Up for Decision 


i j 
' 
| Washington, Jan. 17. 

A decision is to be reached this | 
week on whether Drew Pearson’s | 
6 p.m. Sunday broadcast on ABC 
will be repeated locally at 10:30 
p.m. the same night on the Wash- 
ington Post-CBS station, WTOP. 
John S. Hayes, WTOP manager, 
said yesterday he is trying to ar- 
range for the repeat with ABC, 
Adam Hat Co., Pearson’s sponsor, 
and William H. Weintraub Agency. | 

Pearson's office here said the 
commentator has talked about the 
plan but has made no decision. 
Pearson, now on the west ceast, is 
not expected to return here until 
the end of the month. 

Pearson’s newspaper column is 
carried by the Post which owns 
55% of WTOP, the remaining 
45% being held by CBS.  Pear- 
son’s broadcast is carried by 
WMAL, which is owned by the 
Washington Evening Star. 


j 
| 
' 





Gubernatorial 


Bid by Ex-Jock 


es Moines, Jan. 17. 

| Myron J. Bennett, public safety 
commissioner for Des Moines, and 
a former local disk jockey, has an- 
nounced that he has filed a change 
from Republican party affiliation 
‘to Democratic and has obtained 
nomination papers for the Demo- 
cratic nomination for governor. 
Gordon Downey, of KWDM, Des 
Moines, has announced he is Ben- 
nett’s publicity director and that 
Bennett will seek the nomination | 
as a “liberal, independent Demo- 
crat” without the backing of the 
| Democratic-state organization. 

| Bennett came to Des Moines 
from Cincinnati five vears ago as | 
|a disk jockey. After a year he 
went to Sioux Falls, S. D., but 
later returned to another radio job 
here, and while still associated 
with radio was elected public safe- 
ty commissioner. 





CBS ‘Show Goes On’ Airer | 
Looming Up as Show Biz. 
“We, The People’ Program. 


CBS’ hour-long program, “The 
Show Goes On,” which premieres 
tomorrow (Thurs.) night as an AM- 
TV simulcast, shapes up as a sort 
of show business ‘We, the People.” 
Appearing on. the teeoff stanza as | 
talent buyers will be Guy Lom- 
bardo, who seeks talent for his 
nitery in Freeport, L. I.; Eddie 
Davis, who is in quest of dancers 
for his Leon & Eddie’s 52d street, 
N. Y., nitery; Anthony B. Farrell, 
the legit producer, seeking talent 
for a road company of “Texas, L’il 
Darling” and Jennie Grossinger, 
who wants performers for her up- 
state mountain resort. 

Among others will be Lee Gru- 
ber, who operates the Rendezvous, 
Philadelphia nitery, and Sam 
Glick, who is in the piece goods 
business and wants talent for 
a cloak-and-suit club date. Gim-/| 
mick of the show involves on-the- | 
air bidding for performing talent. 

Robert Q. Lewis goes in as em- 
cee. Lester Gottlieb produces. 





\Morgan’s Cross-the-Board 
-WNBC Show Bows Jan. 30 


Henry Morgan launches his new | 
'15-minute across-the-board show | 
on WNRG, key N. Y. station of the | 
NBC web, Jan. 30. Comedian plans | 
“to reprise the format with which | 
he started his radio career on | 
WOR, N. Y., via gabbing and occa- | 
sional spinning of novelty records. | 
Show, to be aired in the 6:30 to: 
6:45 p.m. slot, will be pitched to) 
sponsors On a participating basis. | 
| Local program will be in addi- | 
‘tion to Morgan’s show on the NBC | 
web. Latter is now aired Sunday | 
inights at 6:30. j 


| connection 
| son’s 
i Press Club 


| Union, 


| races, 


Cherchez la Nurse 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 17. 

When Doris Mouser heard 
she had won KDKA’s Cinder- 
ella Week-End contest last 
week, giving her several days 
and the works in New York 
on the house, she actually 
fainted dead away in the stu- 
dio. Stan Norman and Chuck 
Garratt, who handle the pro- 
gram, suddenly remembered 
that one of their contestants 
that day had told them she 
was a registered nurse, and 
the two of them scurried 
around franctically looking. 
for her among the femmes. 

Then they remembered 
something else—-Mrs. Mouser 
was the nurse. She came to 
in a minute or so without any 
help. 


Miller’s ‘What Gives?’ 
As 4 Webs File Beefs 
Over Acheson Pickup 


Washington, Jan. 17. 

NAB prexy Justin T.iller yester- 
day was awaiting a reply to his re- 
quest to the State Dept. for a con- 
ference regarding a mixup which 
occurred here last Thursday in 
with Secretary Ache- 
talk before the National 
on the China issue. 
Live broadcasts of the speech were 
not allowed but recordings were 
made for Voice of America and 
later offered the nets. 


Department gave assurance it 
has no intention of interfering 
with domestic broadcasts. Refusal 








| to permit live pickup, it explained, 


was because of expectation talk 
would contain off-the-record re- 
marks which would have to be de- 
leted from recordings. As it turned 
out, no editing was necessary. 

All four nets squawked because 
of lack of arrangements by the de- 
partment for broadcasting the 
speech, but agreed to make no fur- 
ther protest pending the results of 
Miller’s conference. 





WNYC Preps 11th Annual 


Edition of Music Festival 


Eleventh Annual American Mu- 


sic Festival will be aired by 
WNYC, New York’s city station, 
between Feb. 12 and 22. As part 


| of the festival 16 public concerts 
will be held at Carnegie Hall,- 
Cooper | 


Town Hall, Times Hall, 


Brooklyn Museum and 
other auditoriums in the five bor- 
oughs. 


Purpose of the project is to 
stress the contribution of young 
American artists and composers, 
present their new and _ seldom 
heard works and to over an over- 
all tribute to Americans of all 
creeds and _ nationalities. 
Programs are varied and range 
from a rehearsal of the N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic under Leonard Bern- 
stein to barbershop ballads. 


Merryman Buys WLIZ 


Bridgeport, Jan. 17. 
Philip Merryman, former NBC 





|planning and development man- 


ager, this week became president 
and general manager of WLIZ, 
daytime indie, after buying out in- 
terest of Bill Elliott, founder of 
station. 

Elliott stays on as announcer and 
programmer indefinitely. Other 
principals in operating company 
unchanged. 








Bing, Bong, Bing 
Washington, Jan. 17. 
NBC's three-note chimes, 
used to identify the network 
on both radio and television at 
station-breaks between pro- 
grams, became the first pure- 
ly audible trademark today 
(Tues.) to be dealt with by the 
U. S. Patent Office. 


Government permitted NBC 
to register the three notes as 
a service mark, identifying 
them in precise lega! termi- 
nology as a “sequence of mu- 
sical chime-like notes which, 
in the key of C, sound the 
notes G,E,C.” NBC first start- 
ed to use the trademark in 
1927. 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Larry Lowman hitting the road for CBS, cueing speculation among 
many as to what it means 20th floor-wise....Eve Arden (“Our Miss 
Brooks”) profiled in Feb. Liberty....Ppon Frederick, ex-announcer- 
producer for MBS, quitting Gotham for ’Frisco... .WHOM. launched 
amateur hour in English and Italian, sponsored by Colonna Bros..... 
Louella Parsons to do her next three ABC-casts from N. Y., returning 





+444 











ito L. A. Feb. 5 CBS newsman Ned Calmer’s novel, “The Strange 
'Land.” due from Scribner presses next month....Radio-Television 


| Directors Guild staging annual ball Friday eve at the Astor, with Ray 
Johnny Olsen’s “Ladies Be Seated” ‘ABC) 


to originate next week from Boise, Idaho ..-Fred Ziv Co. working on 
new transcribed soap opera, held auditions yesterday (Tues.) Ethel 
Everett starred in WNBC’s “Everyman’s Story” last night (Tues.) 
Howard Connell, Biow adman, and wife, to Miami Beach Sat. (14) for 
itwo weeks Bob Sommerville, ex-ABC, to Free & Peters Lauren 
Gilbert and Billy Lipton new to “David Harum”... . Frank Chase, Ruth 
Gates and Teresa Keane added to “Our Gal Sunday”... Bill Quinn and 
Mary Orr join “Just Plain Bill” Dorothy Francis, Horace Braham, 
Anne Sargent and Richard Janaver added to “Front Page Farrell.” 
Henry Sylvern, musical director of “This Is Show Business,” to 


‘handle music for Radio Registry costume ball March 31, benefit of 
Damon Runyon fund.... Benton & Bowles hoop squad defeated D'Arcy 
basketballers, 46-36, extending streak to four wins....Jack Sterling's 
WCBS commercials for Franklin Savings bank using recorded minute 
interviews with depositors Robert Taylor transcribing “MGM The- 
atre of the Air” Friday (20), Ralph Bellamy waxing for the same series 
Sunday (22) and George Murphy on Feb. 3 .ABC’s Mildred Morris 
to wed David Sillman, Hazletine Corp engineer, Feb. 2.... MBS’ Frank 
White, on a tour of southwest, stopped off for opening of new KTHT, 
Houston, studios After injuries in a Queens auto accident, WMGM 
announcer Ed Stokes is recuping at home....WOR’s “Second Honey- 
moon” has a new announcer, Ralph Paul....Sports Broadcasters Assn, 
to hold annual shindig Feb. 14 at the Park Sheraton....Casey Allen, 
“Big Town” narrator, offered a screen test because of his performance 
,in ‘Respectful Prostitute” at the Selwyn....Olga Druce hopped Sun- 
day (15) to Haiti on some script research. ...Wally Butterworth branch- 
ing out from his ABC “Voices That Live,” restaging the stanza in con- 
cert halls in Philadelphia, Boston, Detroit and D.C.....George Hamil- 
ton Combs’ column for Globe Syndicate now in 25 dailies -. Paul 
White, ex-CBS news chief, in town last week for Europe hopoff 

A. C. Nielsen, the nose-and-ear counter, off to Florida for vacation. 


Madison ave. street scene: Bill Paley exiting CBS building and en- 
tering his limousine cluiching a copy of the mewest Nielsens.... 
Adelaide Kléin Coasting this week to do 20th-Fox pic, Ben Hecht's 
“Where the Sidewalk Ends’”....NBC exec veepee Charles R. Denny 
and missus left Sat. (14) for two-week vacation in Nassau and Bermuda 

.. Boy, Kenneth Wilson, born to the Frank Dodges (he’s on Arthur 
Godfrey staff)... ABC’s Pauline Frederick to speak tomorrow (Thurs.) 
to Providence Women’s Ad club CBS’ Quincy Howe, Eric Severeid, 
Martin Agronsky and Ken Roberts to re-create newscasts on FDR for 
| Americans for Democratic Action at the Waldorf Jan, 27....Geraldine 
' Zorbaugh upped to ABC’s ass’t general attorney....Tom Slater veepeed 
by Ruthrauff & Ryan Bernard Zeidman (MBS) to wed Dolores Fitz- 
Henry this spring CBS’ Red Barber to write Bill Corum’s column for 
eight weeks, starting in March, while the Journal-American staffer 
covers Kentucky Derby....Marion Lennox now assistant continuity 
acceptance director and Isabel Biasini assistant religioso director for 
Mutual....Agency chief Duane Jones to head N. Y. Heart campaign 
promotion committee again this year....WVNJ has added a weekly 
newscast on Jersey women’s clubs... .E. R. Leibert new publicity di- 
rector for Town Hall State Dept. now beaming ABC's “Jackie Rob- 
inson Show”’....Eddie Albert trekking to Coast in four weeks to do 
“Fuller Brush Girl” for Columbia and will originate his NBC program 
from H’wood. A transcribed series he narrated for National Mental 
Health Foundation starts on WNYC Jan. 31. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Blayne Butcher has left Newell-Emmett now that Auto-Lite moved 
“Suspense” to Cecil & Presbrey.... Bruce G. Eells, head of a tran- 
scription syndicate, paid a $25 fine in court for socking,Joel Murcott, 
his former associate, who. served him with a summons in a receivership 
action....Walter Craig in town and being besieged by packagers with 
radio and TV shows. ...They’re not serving ham ’n’ eggs any more at 
Breakfast in Hollywood so to make the show’s title all the more apropos 
it has been tagged Welcome to Hollywood. Jack McElroy, erncee suc- 
cessor to the late Tom Breneman, becomes the Hollywood Chamber of 
Commerce’s unofficial glad-hander to the visiting peasantry... Howard 
Meighan back from a month with the CBS brass in N. Y. The Jack 
Bennys (Mary Livingstone) celebrated 23 years of wedded bliss last 
| Saturday ...Hal Peary will make a tour of night clubs, his first, after 
| “Gildersleeve” finishes out the season Announcer Dick Joy is now 
sharing his name with the former Cecilia Ehresman, sec to Tony Quinn, 
secretary-treasurer of Don Lee....Cy Howard took (My Friend) Irma’s 
boy Friend, Al, out of the unemployment insurance line because of 
protests by Department of Labor that it was having a bad effect on the 
jobless around the country.... Ralph Edwards did a show for Rex Bell 
in Las Vegas to repay his wife (Clara Bow) for playing “Mrs. Hush.” 
There’s one guy who never forgets a favor.... Edgar Bergen and his 
Coca-Cola crew moved to N. Y. for two broadcasts... Red Blanchard, 
small town disk jock, said he ignored nibbles from Hollywood because 
“they are a health hazard, you get all excited, lose sleep and get the 
stall treatment in some big shot’s office.’ He adds: “If Hollywood 
wants me they’ll have to come after me.” . 


IN WASHINGTON .. . 


| In line with recently announced NBC administrative and operations 
reorganization, separate sales and program staffs for radio and TV at 
| WRC and WNBW-TV, the web outlets here, have been set up by sta- 
| tion manager William McAnérew.... Mahlon Glascock has been named 
| manager of station’s new sound radio sales department, with Jay Royen 
| upped from press manager to supervisor of WRC press, advertising 
and promotion under Glascock.... Other WRC-NBC changes include a 
new video sales department under Charles deLozier, with Thomas D. 
Geoghegan switched from video manager to head of flackery for the 
_TV station; a controller's department under George Sandefer; a de- 
partment of public affairs and integrated services for both radio and 
TV under Eugene Jester, ex WRC-WNBW program director; Kenneth 
French named manager of sound and radio, with Ralph Burgin as man- 
ager of the television program division ...Forney A. Rankin has re- 
signed as director of NAB’s Government Relations department to be- 
come director of public affairs in the office of the Assistant Secretary 
of State for Latin American Affairs, Edward G. Miller, Jr... Rod 
Hendrickson, with tenor Jimmy Carroll, moves his poetry-music-story 
program to WTOP-CBS under sponsorship of Wise Potato Chips this 
week 7 -WNBW-NBC preemed a new western film series with a club 
gimmick, “Circle Four Roundup Rangers,” this week.... WWDC’s disk 
_Jockey Jackson Lowe, once a polio victim himself, going all out in a 
polio pitch with a campaign for all music requests to be accompanied 


Bloch orch and a revue 


| by a dime contribution to the March of Dimes. 
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No More Stalling, FCC Rules, Setting 


Date For Hearing 1 in Richards Case: BAD PR 


Washington, Jan. 17. 

The FCC last week put its st 
down and decided to go = with 
{ts investigation of the G, Rich- 
ards stations (KMPC Los eto 
WJR Detroit and WGAR Cleve- 
land). The agency scheduled hear- 
ings to begin March 13 in Los An- 
ze les. 

In a 5 to 1 decision to inquire 


into charges that Richards ordered | 


his employees to slant news to re- 
flect his private prejudices, 


fhe constitutionality of its action. 


Action was taken on a petition by | 
Richards’ counsel, ex-Senator Bur-} 


ton K. Wheeler, to confine the is- 
sues to a proposal to transfer vot- 
ing control in the stations to a 
group of trustees. 


The majority also turned argu-| 
ments against public hearings on) 


the grounds that Richards’ precari- 
ous health would be endangered if 
he appeared and that his presence 
would be essential. Asserting that 
Richards, despite his “chronic ill- 
ness,” has maintained “a certain 
amount of physical activity,” 
agency said “it may be possible to 
conduct a hearing in such a man- 
ner as tc impose no unaccustomed 
physical strain on him.” 

Only a few weeks ago, the Com- 
mission was petitioned by four 
Jewish organizations to proceed 
with the case. A brief filed by the 
groups pointed out that more than 
a year had elapsed since issuance 
of the original hearing order and 
that the agency had since been 
sidetracked by a “protracted ‘and 
time-consuming series of motions” 
filed by Wheeler. Joining in the 
brief were the American Jewish 
Congress, the Community Rela- 
tions Committee of the L. A. Jew- 
ish Community Council, the Cleve- 
land Jewish Community Council 
and the Jewish Community Council 
of Detroit. 

Commission said it must inquire 
into the news-slanting charges in 
order to determine Richards’ quali- 
fications as a radio licensee. Such 
cetermination, it held, is a neces- 

(Continued on page 34) 


Minn. Labor Federation 
Bays School Games For 
Its Kid-Slanted Comm’ls 


Minneapolis, Jan. 17. 


For first time anywhere, it’s be- 
lieved, a labor organization, the 
Minnesota Federation of Labor, 
sponsored a radio sports broadcast, 
that of the Minneapolis high school 
games, over station WLOL, MBS 
outlet here. 

The show’s commercials were de- 
signed to appeal to high school pu- 





pils, advising them to consult vo- 
cational counselors to make cer- 


tain they're selecting the proper 
training and pointing out the ad- 
vantages the AFL believes unions 
bring workers. 

High school basketball games 
are broadcast over WLOL at 7:30 
p.m. every Friday. Negotiations are 
now under way for the union to 
sponsor a broadcast of the state 
high school basketball tournament 
in March. 


BORROFF EXITS TAYLOR 
FOR TV IN PHOENIX 


Chicago, Jan. 17. 

_ Ed Borroff has sold his interest 
in *Taylor-Borroff, radio station 
reps, and takes over as general 
manager of KPHO-TV, Phoenix 
Borroff owns stock in the parent 
company. KPHO, but none as yet 
in the Video end, although he has 
an option to buy. 

Taylor-Borroff board of directors 
meeting over the weekend elected 
Carl Wester as director. Latter 
bought a large block of stock in 
the company which reps a number 
of southern stations. Many ot 
these are owned by O. L. (Ted 
Taylor. 





the | 
Commission rejected arguments on | 


the | 





Robt. Q. Week 


Robert Q. Lewis has been 
tapped to sub for the vacation- 
ing Arthur Godfrey on all the 
laiter’s CBS radio and tele- 
vision shows during the week 
of Jan. 30. Because of his own 
video show, Lewis will be on 
the air that week a total of 
nine-and-a-quarter hours. 

Schedule includes the 
and-a-quarter hours -of God- 
frey’s across-the-board morn- 
| ing radio program, plus the 
Wednesday night “Godfrey & 
Friends” TV show. He’ll also 
have his own tele program, 
the hour-long “Show Goes On” 
on Thursday night and the 
audio portion of the latter is 
being taped for radio broad- 
cast the following Friday night. 


WTUX Still In 
Trouble on Nags 


six- 








Washington, Jan. 17. 
Station WTUX of Wilmington, 
Del., whose horse racing programs | 


have been under scrutiny of the 
FCC, 
to retain its 
examiner’s recémmendation 
the license be renewed. 


Grounds on which the examiner, 


license despite an 
that | 


Jack Blume, found the station en- | 


titled to keep its license were chal- 
lenged last week by 


sion’s general counsel, Benedict P. 


Cottone, in a request for oral argu- 


ment on the initial decision. 
Blume’s conclusion that the station 
be given the benefit of any reason- 
able doubi because of the inexperi- 
ence of 
acceptable 
counsel. 


to the 


“This is not a criminal proceed- 
Messrs. | 


ing designed to convict 
McIntosh and Robinson (licensees) 


for their possible complicity in an | 
counsel stated. | 


” 


‘illegal enterprise, 
|\“This is a renewal proceeding in 
'which the applicant must sustain 
the burden of proof that its opera- 
_tion has been in the public interest 
and that its continued operation 
will also serve the public interest. 
The self-serving declarations of an 
innocent design ... are entitled to 
no weight in the light of the over- 
whelming preponderance of evi- 
dence to the contrary.” 

The examiner’s willingness to 
accept as an “extenuating fact” the 
failure of the licensees to employ 
experienced radic counsel before 
FCC ordered hearings on the case 
also failed to impress Commission 
counsel. Broadcast licensees “can- 
not substitute the knowledge of 
radio counsel for the independent 
exercise of their own judgment,” 
counsel declared. “It is the li- 
censee to whom the Commission 
must turn for ultimate responsi- 
bility. That responsibility cannot 

(Continued on page 32) 


NBC TAPING SHOWS 
NOW FOR SUMMER 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 

To take advantage of available | 
radio actors and get the jump on 
the summer hiatus period, NBC 
will record and tape a series of 

the next two months. 
Homer Canfield, western 
division program director, is to 
have a stockpile of shows available 
when the regulars take their mid- 
year sabbatical. 

First of the series of 13 pro- 
will be the situation fam- 
comedy, “Trouble With the 
Truitts,” scripted by Frank and 
Doris Hursley. Wrigley was inter- 
ested in the piece on its agency’s 
recommendation but bought “Life 
, With Luigi” instead. 





shows in 
Plan of 


grams 


ily 


may have a fight on its hands | 


the Commis- | 


its owners was found un-| 
Commission’s 





WE NERS STARTING 


4 





The Ford Dealers have upset the 
minimum 13-weeks radio applecart 
through the “saturation technique” 


of buying up all available sustain- | 


|} ers for a series of one-shots to plug 


the new ’50 model. The question 
of whether the webs are establish- 
|ing an unhealthy precedent has| 


| stirred up considerable trade dis- | 


cussion. 

All of the Ford Dealers’ 
business has gone to Mutual and | 
| CBS, the former selling 14 shows 
'on the “saturation” basis and Co- 


‘lumbia disposing of eight. ABC | 


| has made an unsucessful pitch oe 
;some of the business (Ford argues | 
nighttime | 


established 

ratings and says it 
}couldn’t find them on the ABC 
|roster), while NBC contends it 
| wants no part of any deals that by- 
| pass radio’s traditional 13 weeks 
| with options. 


While others argue that NBC is 


| it wants 
|shows' with 


merely trying to make a virtue of | 


has no sustainers 


to sell (except Monday’s night’s 


| 
| the fact that it 


| To The Redes 


Agencies 
| polled on 
whether the 
| relax their 
| standard agree, 
part, that a more flexible 
| “format” than now _— exists 
| would prove an advantage 
| 
| 


and advertisers 
the question of 
networks should 
13-week minimum 
for the most 


rather than a deterrent to the 
webs. 

They point out 
are healthy overtones to the 
Ford Dealers’ deal, in that 
radio through the years has 
denied itself considerable in- 
come from “impact jobs” 
which have gone to newspa- 
pers and mags; that the ac- 
ceptance of such “impact jobs” 
needn’t necessarily disturb the 
basic structure of radio, as 
demonstrated by Ford, which 
is still committed to a ‘“‘fre- 
quency job” on its year-round 
programming. 


that there 








Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis and Dave 
Garroway shows), 
the Ford precedent in setting up 
what some call a “Model T” sales 
concept for network radio has oc- 
casioned no little eyebrow lifting. 

It’s conceded that such type 
sales may be the salvation for Mu- 
tual or ABC (the latter’s Mark 
Woods has.long championed such 
quickie schedules). But the CBS 
willingness to accept such one-shot 
sponsorships, particularly at the 
height of its ascendancy into a new 
sphere of network influence, has 
been the target of trade criticism. 
It’s argued that network radio 
achieved prestige and stature as a 
major industry by virtue of its big- 
ness, by trafficking in $1,000,000 
sponsorship deals. Similarly it’s 
argued that Columbia, above all 
the networks, is in a better posi- 
tion to perpetuate radio’s bigness. 
To peck away at one-shot nibbles 
| is to invite a decline in stature at a 
| time when it’s needed most. 
' The Ford Dealers have 
moved into television on the 
same basis, with all the networks 


(Continued on page 34) 


Sixth P&G Show to Get 
Full CBS Treatment 


& Gamble, 
last week 





which noti- 
that it was 
going full network on five of its 
daytime serials in order to em- 
brace smaller markets, this week 
|informed the web that a_ sixth 
show would also get the full Co- 
iumbia treatment. Latter program 
designated for the fringe areas, 
which will mean the addition of 
70 stations, is “Rosemary.” 


Previously singled out were “Big 


Procter 
fied CBS 


Sister,” ‘Ma Perkins,” “Perry 
Mason,” “Guiding Light” and 
‘“Young Doctor Malone.” 


CEDENT? 


! 
radio 


the fact remains | 


also | 


ORD’S ‘MODEL T’ AIR TECHNIQUE 
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Kids Love It 


Washington, Jan. 17 
Appearing before the Senate 
Commerce Committee last 
week in support of the Langer 


bill, The Rev. I. S. Ernst, a 
pastor of the Washington 
(D. C.) Evangelical United 
Brethren Church, gave an il- 


lustration of the power of ad- 
vertising 
| Following ‘a television pro- 
| gram at home of one of his 
| congregation came the spot for 
a beer sponsor. Immediately, 
he said, the six-year old child 
of the family sang the com- 
| mercial, “most forcefully im- 
pressing upon us, not only 
with the effectiveness of the 
advertisement but also with 
the startling suggestion of the 
subtle influence in the life of 
the child in favor of the use of 
strong drink.” 

The Langer bill would pro- 
hibit advertising by radio and 
other media of alcoholic bev- 
erages. 


FCC in Gangup 
On ‘Trafficking 


Washington, Jan. 17. 
A crackdown on trafficking in 
frequencies was proposed last 
| week by the FCC through a pro- 
|cedure to automatically forfeit con- 


| 














struction permits for AM, TV or 
FM stations upon discovery sale 
was arranged before com; sletion 


of the outlet. 

The proposal was voted four 
to two, with Commissioners Rosel 
Hyde and Robert Jones on the dis- 


senting end. They feared that 
adoption of the ban would éause 


substantial losses to permittees who 
might find it impossible or inadvis- 
|able to complete construction. The 
‘regulation would not operate to en- 


courage greater use of radio 
|through private enterprise. they 
declared. 

Basis for the proposal, Commis- | 


sion said, is a_ policy 


cies are to de issued to persons 
who will operate the stations rather 


than transfer the license to another | 


Time limitations on permits 
agency said, are to insure that the 
frequency shall be utilized with 
dispatch and not when the permit- 
tee deems proper. 


person. 


The proposal provides that a 
permit be automatically forfeited 
“if a contract for the assignment 


shali have been entered into by 
the permittee or if an option shall 


have been given prior to the 

time the station has actually com- 

menced program tests.” 
Commission set Feb. 17 as the 


deadline for filing comments on 
the proposal or requests for oral 
argument. 


ALLEN GUESTING AND 





RESTING OUT WEST 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 

| Fred Allen is around for a few 
weeks to visit with his friends 
Jack Benny, Bob Hope and Bing 
Crosby and incidentally guest shot 
on their shows, but television he’ll 
eschew. 

“What, on kinescope?” he pout- 
ed, “I'd be bad enough live.” 

He'll join Crosby Feb. 1 for a 


taping session in Frisco and pass | 


a few days with the Groaner at 
his Monterey home. He'll be on the 
Bob Hope airing Feb. 7 and the 
following week Screen Directors 
Playhouse to resurrect his old pic- 
ture, “It’s in the Bag.” He's also 
booked for a turn Jan. 18 on 
“Family Theatre” airer on Mutual. 


Medico has ordered him to take 
it easy, which is what he says he’s 
i doing. 


Temperance Forces in Wholesale 
Gangup on Radio al D.C. Hearing 


Ww ashington, Jan. 


| An alleged “educational ian 
| paign” on the part of liquor inter- 
|ests to promote drinking, with ra- 
dio as the spearhead, came in for 
| wholesale condemnation by tem- 
perance forces at hearings last 
week on the Langer bill to pro- 


hibit interstate advertising of alcoe 
holic beverages. With approxie 
mately 100 witnesses, pro and con, 
testifying before packed audiences 
during three days of hearings, the 


Senate Committee on Interstate 
|and Foreign Commerce generated 
|a lot of heat but not too much 
| light. 


Efforts of Schenley to purchase 
network time last a summer for its 
products were cited by advocates 
|of the measure. Mrs. D. Leigh 
|Colvin, prexy of the National 
Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union, credited ‘strenuous efforts” 
of Committee Chairman Edwin C, 
Johnson (D.-Colo.) with keeping 
Schenley copy off the air. If it 
wasn’t for him, she said, “we 
|might have expected to have our 
| children lulled to sleep every night 
| by crooners urging them to drink 
|Seagram’s, Schenley’s and Old 
| Crow whiskies.” 
| Mrs. Colvin could not guarantee 


that the distillers have given up 
their plans. Some of them, she 
thought, are planning to renew 
broadcast negotiations “at the ear- 
| liest possible moment.” 
| Clarence W, Hall, managing ed- 


itor of the Christian Herald, said 
the Schenley move to use radio 
and TV was condemned by the 
Distilled ~Spirits Institute whose 
code bans such advertising. Hall 
cited a statement by DSI callin 
the Schenley plan “vicious aa 


without regard to the established 
standards of American homes.” 

If such advertising is wrong for 
radio, Hall asserted, it’s wrong for 
other media as well. 

Considerable criticism was made 
by proponents of the bill of “Men 
of Distinction” and similar ‘“glame 
orous” advertising of liquor, wine 
and beer. A number of witnesses 
centended such “subtle” and “bee 
guiling” appeals are persuading 
young people they must drink if 
they want to amount to something. 

Dr. J. De Witt Fox, editor of 


(Continued on page 34) 


under the | 
Communications Act that frequen- | 





Gene Autry Ratings Point 
Anew to Discrepancy In 
Hooper, Nielsen Tallies 


Discrepancy in the Hooper vs. 
Nielsen nose-counting sampling 
techniques is pointed up anew in 
the latest tallies rele: by the 
rating organizations 

It’s particularly pronounced in 
the audiences attributed to Gene 
Autry, who is sponsored by Wrige 
ley on CBS Saturday nights. 
Whereas Autry is strictly in the 
“also ran” Hooper category, show- 
ing up in 68th position with a 9.0 
rating on the Hooper Talent Rank 
| Order, the cowboy star is ranked 
| No. 10 in the latest Nielsens, with 
| 16% of the U. S. listening aude 
}ence attributed to him. 

Variance in ratings is indicative 
of the restricted sample made by 
Hooper, who confines himself te 
the major cities, whereas Nielsen 
samples small towns, farm and ure 
ban homes as as key cities, 
All of which points to Autry’s none 
city audience Leone 


‘VICK KNIGHT, RUSSELL 
FORM OWN AGENCY 


Jan. 17. 


' 


ised 


1 


well 





Hollywood 

Vick Knight, veteran radio pro- 
ducer, has formed a partnership 
with Henry Russell, NBC music die 
rector, in an ad agency with heade 
quarters in Hollywood. 

Knight, who holds order of Brite 
ish Empire, is lining up English 
products for American representae 
tion and Russell will look aftep 
domestic food and appliance ae 
| counts. 
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20th to Withdraw Applications For 
5 Stations; Only Wants Theatre Tele 


Washington, Jan. 17. + 
Twentieth-Fox has abandoned 
its plans to enter the television 
station field, Variety learned yes- | 
terday. Company's Washington | 
counsel, Welch, Mott & Morgan, | 
is expected to file a petition with | 
the FCC this week withdrawing 
the firm’s applications in Boston, 
San Francisco, St. Louis, Kansas 
City and Seattle. > 
It’s understood that a decision 
to concentrate on theatre tele will 
be given as the reason for taking 
the step, particularly in view of 
the Commission’s order to hold 
hearings on the service. Company 
reportedly feels there’s a bigger 
future for it in theatre video than 
in station operation. Charles 
Skouras, head of National Thea- 
tres, Fox subsidiary, has been ac- 
tive in TOA’s promotion of the 
service. 
Fox has been carrying on ex- 
perimental work with RCA for two 





_For Brazil’s First TVer. 


Philadetphia, Jan. 17. | 
Equipment for Brazil's first tele- 
vision station left here last week 
on the Moore McCorma¢k liner 
Mormacyork for Sao Paulo. The 
shipment included a complete 
transmitting studio and field tele- 
vision equipment supplied by the 
RCA International Division of 
RCA. 

The order .is for Emissoras As- 
sociadas, Brazil's largest radio net- 
work, and the television station 
will be installed on top of the State 
Bank Bldg., in Sao Paulo, tallest 
building in South America. The 
antenna will be 920 feet above 
street level. 


Dr. Assis Chateaubriand, director 


yéars, concentrating on two general of the Brazilian web, re- 
methods of translating large jvealed several TV stations are 
screen video. Company recently planned by the end of 1950. The 


to continue 
for another 


contract 
RCA 


its 
with 


renewed 
research 
year. 


equipment shipped also included a 
new RCA mobile unit—a complete 
TV field studio on wheels, with 
Continuation of the TV station | truck and field operating units. 
freeze, with the likelihood that 


mone of its applications could be TV Autonomy For | 





granted for at least a year, appar- 
ently did not enter into the com- 
any’s decision, nor was the anti-' 
saan question, which FCC has 


: > | 
been studying to determine the | ’ 
eligibility of violators as _ radio ale ags Ip 
licensees, involved. Company is | 
said not to be worried on oe CBS television. in another major | 
age promise of theatre video | Policy shift, is separating WCBS- | 


and preparations for the coming |TV, its N. Y. flagship, from the net- | 
hearings are said to be occupying |work operation. Separate sales | 
company’s attention in the TV and programming staffs are now | 
field. It expects the proceedings being rounded up for the local | 
will last at least three yer ha outlet, which will handle program- 
view of the many nigger ‘ ming for all time periods net now 
FCC for examination, will give it | gecupied by network shows. In 
gy nae oe ee addition, the station will aga 
arings may, ae a tim ramming into the 

Frisco application, Fox — Cee ee é ' 

the Commission it- planned to in- ete : aia tadl 
vest nearly $5,000,000 in construc- ae . the ob gg re nd 
Mon of its five stations, the limit (“CS & \commie's rome sae views 
allowed any one licensee. Com- activities under single department 
pany had planned to spend $1,350,- or vn ~_ _ get a 
oes on its Frisco outlet, $1,000,000 iat policy. ew local operation 
will follow the pattern set “in AM, 











Each of the stars will appear on | 
a separate show, with surrounding | 
talent. Three programs are to 
originate in Hollywood and be 
kinescoped for the east, while the 
remaining seven will be aired from 
the CBS studios in N. Y. Groucho 
Marx will launch the series, mak- 
ing his video debut in a program 
to originate on the Coast. Suc- 
ceeding shows will feature Arthur 
‘Godfrey, Milton Berle, Martin, 
Miss Brice, Dick Haymes, Margaret 
Whiting, Martha Raye, Paul 


mm. C. and Gt. Leis. work under the supervision of 
thus eliminating need for hearings in October, 1948. 
programming locally for the period 
N.Y.-L.A. TV GROUPS eration is all time after 11 p.m., al- 
American Television Society of supervised by J. I. Van Volkenburg, | 
ened the prospects of an amalga- 
TOP TALENT SET FOR 
has developed. 
ciliatory attitude that may even- vision, including Groucho Marx, | 
more closely together with an in- quarter-hour shows on the CBS- | 
000 and $200,000. Day and time 
Gimbel’s Cancels Out ‘day nights as part of CBS’ new 
the “Truex Family” on the N. Y. 
{t will be aired from 7:30 to 8. 
the new time will help in lining up 
ping it reportedly because direct Winchell and Jerry Mahoney and 


in Boston, $750,000 in Seattle, and | "™ ” pa 41 
Fars Nectygge ant ‘tc stations 12 Which WCBS locally is handled 
$850,000 for each of its stations as @ separate unit from the net- 
The action leaves only four ap- Di 7 ; : 
Flay ; : Jick Swift. Split of its N. Y. lo- 
lications pending for four VHF ~— ; = 
Tnamnaie available in St. Louis, ca! outlet from the network opera 
. tion was accomplished by NBC-TV 
is city unless additional ap- ; 
~ Picco file. | As soon as the staff is com- 
: ipleted, WCBS-TV will handle all 
ERGER NEARS FOR before 4 p.m. daily, from 5:30 to 
M 6:30 and 7:15 to 7:30. Alsq te be 
included generally in the local op- 
rh : though such time can be given over 
ONT gg oy held is to the network if a sponsor desires 
week between Ralph Austrian of that period. New setup is being 
; , sales veepee for CBS radio and 
New York and Harry Lubcke, prez ; és ; , 
of Academy of Television Arts & cxce dt og a director of 
Beiences (Hollywood), that bright- "¢'Wo operations. 
mation of the two organizations. 
Discussions have been progressing 
for a month but no concrete plan 
Said one Academy member, 15 MIN. POPSICLE SERIES 
“we've got them coming to us,’| One of the heaviest lineups of | 
which was interpreted as a con- name talent yet to appear on tele- 
tuate in the merger under the Acad- Tony Martin, Fannie Brice and 
emy title. Pending any final others, has been rounded up to) 
action, the two groups will work plug Popsicles in a series of 10 
terchange of membership privileges TV web starting in mid-May. Total 
and papers dealing with their com- talent and production budget on 
mon problems. |the shows will hit between $180,- | 
for the series have not been set 
| but they will probably go on Satur- 
‘ tlxy? emphasis on weekend program- 
On WPIX ‘Truex Family’ s7" | 
Gimbel’s, N. Y. department 
store, has dropped sponsorship of 
Daily News’ WPIX. Station has 
gince switched the show from 
Thursday nights to Friday, where 
New time precedes the WPIX 
“Premiere Theatre” series of top 
film oldies and the station hopes 
another bankroller. 
Gimbel’s completed the standard 
13-week cycle on the show, drop- 
gales on the list of prodcts plugged the Borrah Mineviteh Harmonica | 
each week were not up to expec-/| Rascals. Series will be titled the | 
tations. | “Popsicle Parade of Stars.” 


/up 
| ments. 
| Castleman 
| the last half-hour of Paul White- 


SET COUNT IN L.A. 
APPROACHES 350,000 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 
Latest set count for the Los An- 


| geles signal area is 349,676. This, 
| according to Radio and Electricai | 


Appliance Association, represents 


° . | an outlay of more than $100,000,000 
RCA Shins Equipment in a population area of 5,053,556. 


Average lookers per set is set at 


Industry Offers 


To Pay for Poll 
On Gate Receipts 


Anticipated decision of the Na- 
tional Collegiate Athletic Assn. on 
whether to permit continuance of 
college football telecasting, was in- 
definitely postponed last week, fol- 
lowing an offer by the TV industry 





to finance a survey to determine ex- | 
actly what effect video has on the 


gate receipts. Offer was made by 
NBC prez Joseph H. McConnell, 
representing the video industry, in 
a speech at the NCAC annual meet 
in N. Y. 

While no other network was of- 
ficially represented at the meet, 


| McConnell’s offer for the survey to | 


be jointly financed by the industry 
indicates the webs have banded to- 
gether to fight off the threat of the 
country’s leading colleges banning 
TV cameras from their grid games. 
While some of the college officials 
present believe such a survey will 
only prove their contention that 
video has cut into their attendance 
drastically, the broadcasters be- 
lieve the survey might finally give 
them a chance to demonstrate once 


and for all that video can help, 


nut hurt, the sport’s gates by cre- 
ating new fans. 
That factor was stressed by Mc- 


Connell, who pointed out that the | 
7,000,000 sets expected to be in| 


use by this time next year will 


represent an estimated audience | 


for top events of 25,000,000. This 
is a larger audience than sports 
have ever had, he said, adding the 
gate they can eventually bring to 
athletics “may reach unheard-of 
proportions.” As a result, MeCon- 
nell added, ‘‘any policy based on a 
short-sighted equation of sports 
attendance to TV broadcasting of 
intercollegiate athletics would be 
a great disservice to American col- 
leges and the American people.” 

McConnell 
ment of a close liaison between TV 
and college reps to work out mu- 
tual problems. “I’m not here,” he 
said, “to feed you with statistics 
relating to the alleged effect of 
television upon attendance. The 
maze of figures at this early devel- 
opment of television service only 
leads to a blind alley.” 


GRIFFIN, ESQUIRE LEND 





POLISH TO ABC VIDEO 


ABC-TV has a new pair of shoe 
polishes, and the web is shining 
two half-hour program seg- 
Griffin, via Bermingham, 
& Pierce, has bought 


man’s “TV Teen Club” on Satur- 
days, from 8:30-9 p. m. Commer- 
cial sponsorship of the Philadel- 
phia-originated show 
5 


Knomark, for Esquire polish, 


has picked up the Bernie Schubert 
package, “Blind Date,” for the 
Thursday, 9 p.m. slot. Program 
will get a four-week sustaining run 
in the period before Esquire be- 


gins bankrolling’ it on 25 stations, | 
had been on) 
ABC-TV for a year, but was taken | 


March 16. ‘‘Date’”’ 
off by Schubert two months go 
until a sponsor could be inked. 
nomark agency is Emil Mogul. 


Det.’s Aft. TV Addicts 


Detroit, Jan. 17. 
Early afternoon television pro- 
grams apparently go over big in 
Detroit. 





WXYZ-TV presented the “Pat ’n’, 


Johnny” platter - chatter show 
about a month ago on an experi- 
mental basis, it wanted to see how 
TV at 2:30 p.m. would go over. 


“Pat” Tobin and “Johnny” Slagle 


started a “most telegenic child of 
1950” contest. 
of babies were sent in by viewers. 
And in the mail-in vote for the 
best-looking infant, WXYZ was 
deluged with 54,554 postal cards 


land letters. 





suggested establish- | 


starts Feb. | 


Over 750 pictures | 


Canada Wants Its ‘Own TV Culture’: 
Fears Carbon Copy of US. Programs 





Snellenburg’s TV 
| Jamboree in Philly 


| Philadelphia, Jan. 17. — 
| “Snellenburg’'s TV Jamboree,” 
ibiggest local daily show, will pre- 
'miere Monday, Jan. 30, for a full- 
‘hour live remote across-the-board 
program, over WCAU-TV Monday 
through Friday 2-3 p.m. The con- 
tract for the hour strip is also the 
largest locally spensored deal in 
EV: 

Originating in the auditorium of 
the Snellenburg store, the show 
will feature Bill Hart, as emcee; 
Bob Friend, mentalist and hypno- 
tist; Ginny Simms, model and ac- 
tress; Joe McNamara and Nancy 
Niland, vocalists; George Thomas, 
announcer, and the Tommy Fergu- 


The show will be an aud-partici- 
pator, with stunts, contests and 
games in addition to the variety 
program. 

Promotion-wise the show shapes 
strong. Women’s clubs in the 
area are invited to attend the tele- 
casts in groups. 


Cincy Reds Set 





Cincinnati, Jan. 17. 

This season all home games of 
the National League Cincy Reds 
will be televised along with AM 
and FM airings, following the 
schedule initiated last year when 
paid attendance dived 100,000. 

In making the announcement 
this week, Gabe Paul, assistant to 
President Warren C. Giles of the 
Cincinnati Baseball Club, reaffirm- 
ed the management’s optimism 
about possibilities of telecasts sup- 
plementing radio’s record as a 
“gate builder.” Paul blamed “poor 
performance” by the 1949 seventh- 
place team and “bad weather on 
ihe night games” for the drop in 
admissions. 

Radio and video rights on games 
here are held by Burger Brewing 
Co. under a three-year contract 
|Carrying through 1951. Sponsor, 
| represented by Jack Koons, a vee- 


pee of the brewery and head of the | 


| Midland Advertising Agency, holds 
privilege of choosing its stations. 
While those deals for this year have 
not yet been inked, it is expected 
that Crosley’s WLW-T and the 
| Scripps-Howard WCPO-T will 
/again divide the TV schedule and 
that AM airings will originate on 
WCPO and fed to the “Burger 
network” of more than 30 stations 
jin Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky and 
West Virginia cities and towns. 
Burger’s baseball announcer, un- 
der direct contract, is Waite Hoyt, 
former big league pitching star, 


who has an eight-year buildup on | 


| local stations. 


CBS PLAYHOUSE NO. 3 
TO FULLTIME TELECASTS 


CBS has moved the last of its 
radio shows out of Playhouse No. 
3, the ex-Hammerstein theatre at 
53d street and Broadway, N. ‘ 
which has now been converted for 
fulltime television purposes and 
for AM-TV simuleasts. The hour- 
long “Sing It Again” giveaway, the 
last of the CBS radio programs to 
emanate from the former legit 
showcase, exited the spot after last 
Saturday night’s broadcast, and is 
being moved to Playhouse 2 on 
| West 45th street. 

_Ken Murray's Saturday night 
| video show is being moved out of 
|the Maxine Elliott theatre into 
a 3 starting this week. 


_ FORD'S ‘KUKLA’ EXPANSION 


Ford Dealers added another link 
to their expanding television bank- 
roll chain this week by pacting for 
the Wednesday night slot of NBC- 
TV’s “Kukla, 
‘Time is being relin uished 
RCA-Victor, with both pelle A 
handled by J. Walter Thompson 
agency. 

| RCA maintains sponsorshi 

the half-hour puppet show Mion: 
| days and Fridays, with Sealtest 
| continuing in the bankroller’s seat 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 








eT 


son Trio, instrumentals and vocals. | 


For Video in 50. 


Fran and Ollie.” | 


Toronto, Jan. 17, 

Canadian Congress of Labor has 
notified anadian Broadcasting 
Corp. headquarters here that the 
powerful AFL affiliate will support 
the CBC’s existing control of tele. 
vision in Canada and warns that 
authority to independents would 
see Canadian TV “swallowed up by 
American programs.” The labor 
group also reaffirmed its belief i 
the -public ownership of 
broadcasting in Canada. 

The CCL brief stated that the 
labor group “recognizes that the 
existing CBC system enjoys a wide 
measure of popular support 
Canada, that it works reasonab) 
well. The Congress’ most immedi- 
ate concern, therefore, is that the 
existing system be preserved-and 
strengthened.” 

Regarding demands of private 
companies in both fields of radi 
and TV, the brief stated: “If these 
are granted, our Canadian system 
will ultimately disappear and we 
shall have in its place a carbon 
copy of the American system—and 
a carbon copy made in the U. §S. 
at that. The development of Ca- 
nadian television only reinforces 
ithis argument. The amount of 
capital required for television in 
Canada is so large that, in 
there cannot be two competing 
systems. The economic’ waste 
would be colossal and flagrant. 


“The Congress is not anti-Amer- 
ican. It recognizes that Canadian 
radio and television are bound to 
be powerfully influenced by Amer- 
icans. Much of this influence will 
\be healthy, stimulating and proper; 
\but the Canadian Congress of La- 
ibor is convinced, nonetheless, that 
|Canada has, and should have, a 
culture of her own and that out- 
side control of radio and television 
‘is incompatible with that ideal. 


“Outside control of radio and 
television would be bad for our 
|English-Canadian culture; it would 
be infinitely worse for our French- 
Canadian culture. English-speaking 
Canadians have a big stake in the 
survival and strengthening of the 
CBC and its control over television: 
(but French-Canadians have a much 
bigger one. Their special inte: 
ests, institutions and, traditions, 
Would certainly receive short 
shrift from outside interests oper 
ating solely for profit. 


“Under a_ publicly controlled 
system, these traditions are bound 
ito receive careful consideration 
and to carry great weight, if only 
because of the great and often de- 
cisive political power of the 
‘French-speaking electorate.” 

The CCL, however, condemned 
the proposal of the CBC to double 
the present $2.50 annual fee to 
Canadian set-owners; believed this 
levy is “clumsy, expensive in co!- 
‘lection, and _ irritating.” Other 
methods of securing necessary 
funds for the increased needs of 
the CBC, without jeopardizing the 
independence of this country’s na- 
tionalized system, would be perma- 
nent Federal endowments or as- 
signment to the CBC of revenus 
from radio set sales tax. excise tax 
and Canadian customs duties on 
imported radios and radio parts. 


radio 


fact, 


| 





TBA Schedules 1-Day 
Clinic for Waldorf, N.Y. 


Full discussion of television pro- 


| Sramming problems, with special 
attention to production of network 


/shows in contrast with local pro- 


grams, will highlight the one-diy 
‘TV clinie of the Television Broad- 
casters Assn., slated for the Hote! 
| Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., Feb. 5. 
|ABC program veepee Char'es 
|(Bud) Barry will chairman the 
| meet. 

| Other subjects up for discussion 
include the buying and sellipg of 
'shows from both the station and 
agency viewpoints; interconnected 
against non - interconnected sta- 
tions; low-budget TV operations: 
local video packages; jurisdiction#! 
problems in tele; future of sports, 
/and an overall round-table discus- 
|; $10n,. 


At a regular TBA board mee 
, this week, meanwhile, ABC veepeé 
‘and general counsel Joseph A. 
McDonald was elected to the 
_ board, succeeding ABC prez Keb- 
‘ert E. Kintner, resigned. 
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CBS’ TINTED TV PACKS ’EM IN 





~ Jones Warns of Anti-Trust Action WER 


Possibility that Justice Dept. 


Commissioner Robert F. Jones 


Assn. yesterday (Tues.). 


anti-trust action might be taken 
because of “concerted action by industry groups to delay, if not to 
prevent, the establishment of color television” was raised by FCC 


before the American Marketing 


He indicated that anti-trust proceedings 


might arise from the current color video hearings. 


in AM, the commissioner 


declared, 


“economics, the probability 


of return on investment, determined where the best facilities were 


to be constructed, rather than a public interest concept.” 


In FM, 


too, he charged, the marketing-merchandising concept triumphed 


over service to the entire nation 
sioners who “changed hats,” 


went 


He also chided former commis- 
over to private industry and 


“seemingly have lost their zeal to bring to the people this utopia 
of broadcasting and listening potential.” 


In TV, Commissioner 
the 140 metropolitan markets 
FCC 
just started. 


Jones declared, 
again to where the dollar is located,” 
He added that although in 1941 the 
had asked for field tests of tinted TV, 
Instead of field tests, he said, 


“the stations are going 
the same congested areas in 


color tests have only 
“we are offered new 


forms of advisory committees—which frequently remind me of the 
interlocking directorates the public utilities used in the heyday of 
the Commission turns for advice, 


that industry. No matter where 
the same large industry 
another.” He said he feared 
lishes not the advancement of 


_pre ssion, of the art.” 





interests are represented in one form or 
that 
the art but the delay, or 


frequently “the record estab- 
even sup- 








Set Mfrs. Slash Prices: Some Firms 
Dropping 10-Inch, Smaller Tubes 


Chicago, Jan. 17. 

Out to tap virgin markets, tele- 
vision manufacturers have slashed 
prices on their new models dis- 
plaved at the 25th annual winter 
convention at the American Furni- 
ture Mart last week. Increased 
competition, more efficient assem- 
bly lines, and a cheaper priced pic- 
ture tube are reasons given by the 
industry for the cut in receiver 
prices. 

Motorola, Inc., is offering a 12!2- 
inch table model for $190, a dip of 
$60 since fall of 1949, while Ad- 
miral’s 1214-inch table set sells for 
$180, the cost of its 10-inch type a 
few months ago. The cheaper 
model has a plastic case while 
Motorola is sticking to wood. The 
latter company’s 16-inch rectangu- 


lar FM-AM phonograph combina- 
tion sells for $400, compared to 
$795 last year. A similar console 


Admiral costs $519. Six 
months ago it sold for $695. Their 
16-inch rectangular tube walnut 
console model is priced at $300. 
Westinghouse Electric Corp., 


(Continued on page 33) 


Louisville College: 
Course Via Tele 


Louisville, 


offered by 





Jan. 17. 


University of Louisville, in co- 
Operation with WAVE-TY. will 
offer a regular course for credit 
using WAVE-TV television. Idea 


Stemmed from the Education By 
Radio .conference, held in Louis- 
ville about three weeks ago, when 
educators from various universities 
met with prez John W. Taylor of 


the University of Louisville to 
discuss their problems and en- 
deavors. 


Course to be telecast is British 
fiction. U. of L. has already 
pioneered in the radio by educa- 
tion classes, but this is claimed to 
be the first course to use video. 
Nate Lord, WAVE-TV manager. 
and other WAVE execs sat in on 
the conference, and pledged coop- 
eration with the local educators. 
Dr. Harvey Webster, instructor for 
the radio ciasses, will be instructor 
for the telecasts. Good part of the 
Course will consist of discussion by 
@ guest panel, made up of visiting 
authors and localites interested in 
literature, 


Arnold Bakers Into TV 
Via Faye Emerson Show 


Arnold Bakers have picked up 
the Faye Emerson show on WCBS- 
TV. N. Y., for a 13-week run start- 
ing Monday (23). Show is the first 
in AM or TV backed by the com- 
Pany, which previously had used 
Only radio spots. 

Ansonia Shoes ended its spon- 
‘sovship of the stanza Monday (16). 





+ 





ABC Ups Stronach 


Alexander (Sandy) Stronach. Jr., 
has been upped to national direc- 
tor of television program opera- 
tions at ABC-TV, reporting to pro- 
gram v.p. Bud Barry. 

His previous post, eastern pro- 
gram manager, will not be filled. 


Dieterle Will 


Produce Pix 
For Television 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 
William Dieterle, veteran film 
director, has been signed by Don 
Lee to produce a series of dramatic 
half-hour subjects for television. 
It marks the first entry of a TV 





‘station into picture-making and 
Charles Giett, v.p. in charge of 
teevee for the coast regional, said 
it would be the starter of a large 
scale production project. 

In his tele production § setup, 
Dieterle will be flanked by per- 


sonnel formerly with David Selz- 
nick. Lee Garmes, cameraman, 
MeMillan Johnson, ‘production 
designer, and Cecil Barker, assist- 
ant to Glett, will form the nucleus. 
Production start is slated for April. 

First of the stories to be filmed 
will be from the files of Capt. Don 
Wilkie, whose late father was first 
chief of the U. S. Secret Service. 
Wilkie’s tome, “Secrets of the 
Secret Service,” will also be made 
available to William Gordon, who 
will script the series. 

Dieterle has been a freelance 
director and recently completed 
“Volcano” in Stromboli. Pictures 
will be made at a rental studio. 
Glett is now making a swing of 
the east to fecruit TV stations to 
his film pool, in which each would 
pay a pro rata share of oid films 
bought outright. The Dieterle 
series will likely be included in 
the pool, 
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Eileen, ‘Topper’ for TV 

Dick Lewis of the Bernard 
Schubert office has garnered radio 
and television rights to Ruth Me- 
Kenney's “My _ Sister Eileen,” 
which had been in negotiation for 
some time. The indie packager is 
prepping a video show based on 
the New Yorker mag stories which 
were subsequently made into stage 
and screen vehicles. 

John Loveton of the Schubert 
office has completed negotiations 
with CBS for a teevee version of 
the Thorne Smith 
stories. 


kinnied shortly. 


| 


| 


REAPS BIG 
‘PUBLICITY PAYOE 


Washington, Jan. 17. 

CBS public demonstrations here 
of its color video system, which 
started on a daily schedule last 
Thursday (12), have been packing 
far, a few thousand 
have seen the twice-a-day shows. 
Tickets, issued gratis at leading 
hotels, have been taken up for two 
weeks ahead. 

Whatever its effect on the final 
decision of the FCC on the color 
issue, the demonstrations are prov- 
ing a publicity bonanza for the net- 
work. Nowhere in the world wouid 
it be possible to gather such a 
cross section of people—Americans 
and foreigners—to witness a new 
development and record its reac- 
tions. From the comments of the 
viewers and the diligence with 


‘em in. So 


Going to he Top 


Washington, Jan. 17. 

With CBS. spreading its 
color video sets in some well- 
chosen places, notably in 
homes of Congressional lead- 
ers, to make converts, it’s re- 
portediy found a great ally. 
Blair House has a color set for 
the visual edification of Presi- 
dent and Mrs. Truman. 

Mrs. Truman, it’s reported, 
is particularly interested in 
the tinted fashion shows being 
featured in the CBS demon- 
strations. 








which they fill out questionnaires, 
it is obvious the color programs are 
making a deep impression. 

| The question that invariably 
pops out among the radio folk at 
the demonstrations is whether 
RCA will let CBS steal the color 
show. So far, there has been no 
word on RCA’s plans to stage pub- 
lic showings of its system. The 
company has been putting on slides 
daily with’ its compatible process 


,and was planning to transmit live 


“Topper’’s the 
An audition show will be news in 
‘comes off a standard news ticker. 


programs this week. But no ar- 
rangements to enable the public to 
see them have yet been announced. 


CBS demonstrations in the 
Walker building, in the town’s 
financial row on 15th street, have 


been attracting thousands of pas- 
sersby whose curiosities are 
aroused by signs proclaiming color 
television. A full page ad in the 
Washington Post set off a stampede 
for complimentary tickets. 
Facilities consist of a large store- 
room, divided into eight sections in 
«¢ penapanaete on page 42) 


U’S TELE ASSIST ON 
‘COUNSELLOR’ SERIES 


Further cooperation between the 
television and film industries 
looms this week with disclosure 
that Universal Pictures, which con- 
trots screen rights to Elmer Rice’s 
“Counsellor at Law,” will collabo- 
rate on production of a series ot 
half-hour television shows based 
on the play, which are to be pro- 
duced by indie packager Martin 
Stone. Series is one of a group of 
new shows being lined up by the 
Stone office, which includes a daily 
program done in calypso 
rhvthm. (Robert Montgomery’s 
“Lucky Strike Theatre” for NBC- 
TV is also designed to promote re- 
lations between films and TV. See 
story on page one.) 

While full details are yet to be 
worked out, U will take an active 
part in production of “Counsellor” 
for TV. Several top-name actors 
have been approached to star in 
the video program but which one 
draws the assignment will await 
inking of a sponsor. Series is to 
be scripted by Elihu Winer, former 
associate story editor for U, in col- 
laboration with Sigmund Miller. 

Stone’s “Calypso News Report” 
will be a five-minute across the 
board series. Willmouth Houdini, 
who wrote “Stone Cold Dead in 
Market,” will sing out the 
calypso rhythm as it 





news 


+> 





NBC-TV, Practically SRO, Makes Bid 


For Late-Night 


Larson Gets V.P. Stripes 





G. Bennett Larson, taking over 
as general manager of the N. Y. 


Daily News’ WPIX Monday (16), 
was simultaneously named a vee- 
pee of the station. 


Larson, formerly general man- 


ager of WCAU-TV, Philadelphia, 
replaces Robert L. Coe, who re- 
signed. 





NBC-TV Sat. Nite 
Bogged Down In 


-Snarl vs. DuMont » 


That on again-off again plan of 
NBC television for a two-and-a-half 
hour Saturday night spread, now 
looks to be postponed indefinitely 
Following last week’s complaint by 
DuMont that NBC is trying to 
monopolize network time for the 
weekend show, the web decided 
not to move forward on the project 
until “further clarification” is re- 
ceived from the Commission. Ac- 
cording to one network spokesman, 
“something is still cooking for 
Saturday nights but it has not been 
resolved one way or another.” 

In filing an answer to the Du- 
Mont beef last week with the FCC, 
NBC made a major point of its 
contention that its attempt to sew 
up time on stations throughout the 


country does not violate FCC 
regulations, since the affiliation 
agreements apply in all = cases. 

According to NBC, its basic 


(Continued on pa ge 33) 


Skouras, Century Chains 


Reverse Anti-TV Stand 
In ‘Talent Parade’ Tie-In 


Showing a reversal of anti-tele- 
vision sentiment, theatre chains 
are tieing up with WOR-TV, N. Y.., 
to promote a_ video program. 
Stanza is “Talent Parade,’ which 


will be aired Wednesdays from 8 
to 9 p.m., starting Feb. 1, and will 


feature the top 12 acts culled from 
elimination shows on the stages of 
10 Skouras theatres and two Cen- 
tury houses in the metropolitan 
area 
Promotion 
and Century 
register 
teur shows 
minute 


involves 120 Skouras 
theatres which will 
applicants for the ama- 
and screen a three- 
trailer on the talent hunt. 
Project. which will run for 4 
weeks, also involves the N. 
Journal - American, which wilt 
print ballots for readers to choose 
the winning act, and 20th-Fox, 
which will give the grand winner a 
Hollywood screen test. Max Fac- 
tor will bankroll the winner's 
flight to the Coast. 

The amateur nights will be 
staged four nights a week in the 
i2 situations on a rotating basis, 
with Tiny Ruffner, who will emcee 
the TV show, also handling the 
theatre dates. Program wiil be 
produced by Nick John Matsoukas, 
for Skouras Theatres, and Mike 
Jablons, of Gainsborough Associ- 
ates, which is packaging the series. 
Nat Rudich will direct. 


NBC-TV Goes Co- Co-op 


NBC _ television, which has 
frowned heretofore on network co- 
op shows, will try out the system 
for the first time Jan. 30 with 
“Who Said That?” Show is to be 
aired in its current Thursday night 
at 8:30 slot for the last time to- 
morrow (Thurs.), laying off the fol- | 
lowing week (26) and then open- 
ing as a co-op Jan. 30 at 10:30 p.m., 
where it is being offered to all 56 
NBC-TYV stations. 


In its new time period, “Who 


Said” follows the “Lucky Strike 
Theatre,” which tees off the same 
night, 


+ NBC 


enough 


Sponsorship Deals 


television, for the first time, 
is finding itself forced to turn 
down prospective sponsors because 
network time is almost completely 
sold out. With the exception of 
Saturdays, the only time open is 
Thursday night 8 to 9, and the web 
is pitching its late evening hours 
(after 11 p.m.) to advertisers, hop- 
ing to convince them that a large 
is still available 
then to make to the investment pay 


audience 


| off. 


advent of video, few 
bankrollers were interested in 
radio after 1! p.m. More recently, 
the webs have been try- 
ing to sell that time on the assump- 
tion that TV is keeping people up 
later and thus:there is a ready- 
mi ade audience for radio after the 
set is turned off for the eve- 
Now. if NBC succeeds in 
selling its late evening TV time, 
radio may again lose out. NBC is 
basing its video pitch on the fact 
that most bars and other public 
places now have tele sets which are 
tuned in as long as there is some- 
thing to watch. Thus, late TV’ing 
can be much better than late radio. 

Until several weeks ago, NBC 
confined its network tele program- 
ming for the most part until 10:30 
p.m., leaving time after that avail- 
able for local sponsorship. Now, 
however, network sales execs claim 
several new bankrollers want time 
and the web is taking it away from 
the local stations. Doubleday, for 


Until the 


however, 


ning. 


example, is now bankroiling “You 
Are an Artist” on NBC's eastern 
network Tuesday nights at 11. 
DuVont and Bell Telephone are 
both seeking time to simulcast 
their radio programs but, with 
those periods unavailable on video, 
NBC is trying to interest them in 
tne late hours. In addition, sev- 
eral auto manufacturers have been 
knocking at the web’s door for 


available time periods. 
NBC is in an especially 
tageous position as far 
ing goes today because 
on so many primary affiliates. 
With most bankrollers now de- 
manding coverage in as many mar- 
c<ets as possible, NBC is able to 
provide 56 cities, far more than its 
closest competitors. That, accord- 
ing to web sales chiefs, is the rea- 
son they are almost sold out while 
time still goes begging on the other 
nets. Of that Thursday night hour, 
only half of it is actually available 
on the full net. since the web does 
not have the westbound cable from 
3 to 8:30, bringing in a show from 
Chicago at that time. Actually 
then, with the exception of Satur- 


advan- 
as network- 
its has call 


days, the only full network time 
open on NBC is Thursday night 
from 8:30 to 9. 


Propose Rotating 
4 Colgate Shows 


van. 27. 
the Ted 
Bates , will propose to Col- 
gate rotation of its four shows for 
TV now airing on radio. 

Under his plan Dennis 
Judy Canova, Eve Arden (‘Our 
Miss Brooks”), and “‘Mr. and Mrs. 
North” would be rotated = on 
monthly basis giving Colgate a 
varicty of weekly shows. 

Harrington talked to Colgate’s 
three stars here and all favor the 
monthly plan 


Holivwood, 
Tom Farrington’ of 


Agency 


Day, 





Corwin’s ‘Ann Rutledge’ 
Set for ‘Philco Playhouse’ 


Norman Corwin makes his initial 
TV script bow on Feb. 12, when 


“Phileco Television Playhouse” 
presents his “Anne Rutledge.” 
Video adaptation is being made 


by Joe Lis¢. 
Cast has not yet been selected. 
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NBC OPERA THEATRE | sTock CAR DERBY 
(“Down In the Valley”) | With Herb Sheldon, Duke Donald- 
With Marion Bell, William McGraw, son, announcer | 
Ray Jaquemot, Kenneth Smith, 60 Mins., Sat., 10:30 p.m. 
Richard Barrows, Francis Mona- TELDISCO, INC. 
chino, Robert Holland, others NBC-TV from N. Y. 
Writers: Kurt Weill, Arnold Sund- | (Elliott Nonas) 
gaard : Evidently a hair raising on-the- 
Producer: Samuel Chotzinoff scene sport, the stock car races 
Director: Charles Polacheck fail to ferment excitement via a 
Conductor: Peter Herman Adler video screen. Patterned along 
tn Egan i$ p.m. lines similar to the roller derby, 
these auto bouts lack the appeal 
NBC-TV, from New York _ | offered by the ball-bearing con- 
Here is further proof of televi- tenders. The skating tournaments 
gion’s “opera consciousness.” Less give audiences a chance to see 
than two weeks after CBS preemed some bangup clashes between 
its ambitious series on New Year’s| personalities of both sexes, while 
Day with “Carmen,” NBC Saturday the wheeled affairs present similar 
(14) staked its own major claim in! clashes, but fail to create the 
the operatic field with a remark-| gasps and yocks that stem from 
able presentation of the Kurt watching the _ individuals go 
Weill-Arnold Sundgaard “Down In through their rough-’n'-tumble 
the Valley.” While both the NBC | acts. Besides, the motor contests 
and CBS ventures rate accolades,! become repetitious and the con- 
the comparison ends there. tinuous circling of the cars diffi- 
In many respects, NBC’s excur- cult to follow. 
sion into the realm of opera is at' Different races, varying with 
once a more daring, exciting ad- the number of contenders, are fea- 
venture. CBS, despite a flawless tured during the program. The 
production backed by «a heavy|Derby actually begins about 
($25,000! investiture for a single; 8:30 p.m. at the Kingsbridge 
performanee, settled for the trans-| Armory, Bronx, and is picked up 
planting of the traditional, classical from there at 10:30 p.m. for an 
work into TV. On the other hand, hour’s airing over NBC-TV. There 
NBC is venturing far afield and, are free-for-alls and team competi- 
in a sense, is utilizing its video tiOn with the autos jolting each 
facilities to encouraging the new other and screeching as they jockey 
form of opera, which has its reots | for lead positions. However, the 
in the pattern of Americana, as ex-| sport impresses as being one that 
emplified by the works of Weill gains momentum from an on-the- 
(“Street Scene”), Mare Blitzstein | spot atmosphere that has the audi- 
(“Regina”) and George Gershwin ence on their feet with the swerv- 
(“Porgy and Bess’’). ing and banging-of cars. On tele- 
Basically, “Down In the Valley” | Vision its difficult to tell one car 
is not opera in the accepted sense, | from another and the hits and 
but rather a musical drama, in the | Misses don’t look as effective. 
same idiomatic expression as | Herb Sheidon and Duke Donald- 
Weill’s current legit hit, “Lost in| S0n did okay on the announcing 
the Stars.” Within the framework €™4, but occasionally got lost 
of a half-hour presentation, it| themselves as the cars sped around 
availed itself of the broader scope | the ring. Sheldon also handled 
of video by advantageously inte-|the plugs for Teldisco, exclusive 
grating filmed sequences and the |New Jersey distributors of Inter- 
intimacy achieved by closeups. national Harvester products. These 


: a were overly gushy and, could 
Producer Samuel Chotzinoff. cand some toning down. 
who knows his way with music, and Show is broadcast 
director Charles Polacheck have! wj7 y's Seller Derby 
shown equal daring in the overall | puns from 9 to 11:15 p.m. ; 
concept of peel mince 5 og Rather iste 
than being handicapped by the fet- | . 
ters of tradition, they chose to GUGGENHEIM 
start from scratch. “Valley” was no fy M. 
adaptation, but was given a fresh | ’ P 
interpretation for a new medium. Producer: Addison. Sesith 
Everything had a TV aura about it; Director: Edward Stasheff 
in the camera treatment, in the A, Tieaaamaa 8 p.m. 
swift changing scenic pattern, and ? 
in the ability to retain a geared-to-; WPIX, New York 
the-home rather than the Met | To have video appeal, programs 
opera monumental treatment. built around parlor games need a 
In unfolding Sundgaard’s simple 
folk tragedy, composer Weill back- 
dropped the story with traditional 
ballads, with some stunningly ef- 
feetive choral work. But unques- 
tionably the highlight was in 
Weill’s own musical contribution 
which stemmed from this rich lore, | 
yet came forth as a more profound 
and more perfected musical ex- 





McCaffery, 


an ingredient of vicarious viewer 
participation, as in “20 Questions.” 
|The WPIX version of Guggenheim 
!is weak in both these departments. 

Game calls for players to name 
things beginning with certain let- 
ters in various categories, such as 
colleges starting with “S.” On the 
preem the classifications were Man- 
hattan street, furbearing animals, 


ression. Performances . 

Serb notably “fe va col wai /surnames, colleges and card games, 

rich soprano voice and poignant | 2°t. all of which were happy 
| choices. Surnames proved too 


dramatic skill were tailor-made for | easy to list and streets held little 


me pert. ‘interest. The animal and card 
William McGraw, baritone, and | game classes, on the other hand, 
Ray Jacquemot, bass, were both in| caused contestants to ponder a bit 
fine voice and were well cast in| and provoked some fair discussion. 
important roles. Others, including | Basically this was a radio show 
Kenneth Smith, Francis Mona-|and the camera work consisted 
chino, Robert Holland and Richard solely of panning from one con- 
Barrows, were equally impressive. | testant to another with cuts to 
Rose. emcee John K. M. McCaffery and 

an occasional shot of the judge-on 


; challenges. Six participants were 
a ae coo divided into two teams, but be- 
gg =: cea ae 12 cause scores were given only at 


Producer: Robert Bories & Robert the end of rounds there was little 


White a he 

; ‘appreciation of the competitive 
cme Tues. thru Sat., 7 P.M. factor. The guests, who included | 
WOR-TV_N Y some advertising execs and a| 
egrets fashion editor, were limited to 





Using the surefire lure of start-! more or less straight playing of the 
ing a story, creating daily situa-| game with only a few attempts at 
tions and finishing after five install-| the discursive chatter wich can 
ments, this program, targeted at| enliven panel stanzas. McCaffery 
the juve audiences, will probably| made an affable emcee, but had 
get a hefty following among that! small scope for his wit. 
set An oater serial in the true! “Guggenheim” added up to a 
cliffhanger tradition show, may dullish half-hour, but format re- 
prove a disappointment to some of vision, personality guests and more 
the kiddies, in that all of the ac- carefully screened subjects might 
tion is confined to animated illus- hypo its appeal. Bril. 
or apm However, this can work! —_—_—__— 

oth ways, with some of the young- . 
sters getting a big kick out of the cata «gt ae iggpemneet A 
cartoon figures. Director: Lloyd Ellingwood 

Broadcast has the basic elements 15 Mins.: Mon., 7 p.m. 
necessary to get the kids to tune HIRSCH CLOTHING CO. 
in the following day. 
yarns are narrated by the title! 
character, a masked man working} 
for the forces of law and order. 
As the mystery rider unfolds his 
story, the situation is given visual 
presentation via the use of ani- 
mated characters. Breaking into 
each day’s commentary is a short 
gab session between the rider and 
some juve guests. Talk during this 
portion of the show is devoted 
mostly to informative tips on cow- 
boy life. 

Show features one character it 
could do without. An animated 
figure of the traditional whiskered 
oldtimer adds little to the pro- 

ceedings. Besides, the gent spits 
too much chewing tobacco. 


(Katherine Avery) 


Dr. Preston Bradley, pastor of 
the Peoples Church, Chi, and 
popular Sunday morning radio 
evangelist, steps easily into his 
new TV role as bearer of good 
tidings and alleviator of trouble. | 
Much like the Hirsch-sponsored, | 
five-night-a-week radio program, | 
which Bradley airs over WGN, his | 
'platitudes, parables and spiritual | 
|advice sound as if read from a) 
'seript. Yet he sits at a large desk, | 
| eyes never leaving the camera, and | 
speaks *xtemporaneously. Camera | 
takes are varied considerably in an 
effort to keep show from falling 


(Continued on page 30) 





opposite | 
which | 


visual element, as in charades, or | 


| LIFE BEGINS AT 86 


With Jack Barry, guests 
Director: Douglas Rodgers 
Producer: Barry 

30 Mins.; Fri. 9:30 p.m. 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

“Life Begins at 80,” formerly a 
radio show, is now a lively, inter- 
esting program on video. Judged 
by Friday’s (13) preem, it has all 
sorts of possibilities, some good 
and some not so good, to make it 
something of a provocative session. 
Trotting out a bunch of oldsters 
(who might not necessarily be 
sages) to give out with their ac- 
cumlated wisdom on questions of 
the day, has its intriguing side, and 
judged by the opening airer, can 
lend itself to a lot of fun. 

Producer-emcee Jack Barry had 
a panel of five octogenarians to an- 
swer a lot of silly questions sub- 
mitted by listeners. Panel had 
two sprightly carryovers from the 
radio show, in Mrs. Georgiana 
Carhart, 84 years young (and we 
mean young), and Fred Stein, who 
looks like a Methusalish Jimmy 
Durante. Other three were an 89- 
year-old ex-railroad man, and two 
femmes, one of them an 89-year- 
/old  ex-preacher. In addition, 
there was an 87-year-old ex-Army 
man as guest, who still 


fencing and judo in N. Y., and who! 


/not only tossed emcee Barry to the 


carpet several times with judo 
tricks, but also hoisted him (a 
hefty emcee, believe us) on his 


back and carried him about before 
dumping him lightly and uncere- 
moniously. 

In Mrs. Carhart, who looks a 
spry 60 and acts a hoydenish 30, 
Barry has a find, although a little 
of an uncontrollable one. With 
roguish tongue, roving eye, Irish 
accent and quick wit, she kept the 
fun rolling and the studio audi- 
ences on the qui vive. She also 
/told a risque story that must have 
scorched the mikes, and certainly 
had Barry helpless for a moment. 
The cameraman Cleverly shot to 
|the femme minister, catching her 
| shocked expression vividly. 
Panel was frisky and amusing, 
| one 89-year-old gallant kissing his 
| 84-year-old seatmate wolfishly on 
ithe cheek; insults flying freely, in 
|spite of differences in sex, etc. 
| Barry handled his panel ably and 
| dexterously, and never’ conde- 
| scendingly, to obtain maximum re- 
| sults. This is no program for an 
Info Please audience, but it has 
appeal. Bron. 


FUN AT JOHNNY’S 

With Earl Nightingale; 
announcer 

Writers: Chuck 

Brinkley 
Producer: Jerry Dee 
Director: Bill Balaban 
30 Mins.: Wed., 8 p.m. 
EMERGENCY RADIO’ AND AP- 

PLIANCE CoO. 

WBKB, Chicago 
(Wright & Associates) 

This telecast, a remote from a 
west side radio store, marks the 
| first simuleast effort in Chicago. 
The show is televised over WBKB 
| Wednesdays, and rebroadcast from 
tape recordings over WBBM Sat- 
urdays. A regular radio feature 
| for the past 18 weeks as an audi- 
ence participationer, its format is 
‘developed from stunts and gag 
situations involving studio guests. 

Like taking marbles to a bowl- 
'ing alley, show hits the video me- 
|'dium with about the same effect. 
Forgivable in the early days of 


Ed Scott, 


Romine, Don 


television, when such disorganiza- | 


tion and hodgepodge production 
| work was understandable, this 
poorly planned effort cannot be 
condoned. 


gale has such a hard time juggling 


' script and mike, he never seems to. 


_find his bearings. Blessed with a 
| quick wit and sense of humor, he 
'could do better ad libbing. 


Most of the 
insipid 


‘and not very funny. 
contestants who sound 
look even worse seen at the end of 
a TV tube. Best performance 
| award goes to guest Johnny Beran- 
ich, stores’ ‘owner, who, shy and 


| smiling pleasantly, manages to ap- 
| pear warm and friendly as con-| 
| trasted with the chrome and porce- | 
|lain manners of the professional 


Weekl bi | cast. 
Y| WGN-TV, Chicago Commercials shot at the store, 


can create a great means of sales 
potential. 
unrehearsed and too extempora- 
neous as if he were unexpectedly 
caught on the set, Hado. 


‘BENNY BAKER’S TV PLANS 


Chicago, Jan. 17. 

Benny Baker, the comic, appear- 
ing here in “Kiss Me Kate,” last 
week bought tele rights for Ellis 
Butier’s “Philo Gubbs, Correspond- 
ence Detective” short stories. 

Baker bought the stories from 
Marie Sales, widow of Chic Sales. 
Baker is packaging tales with him- 
self in lead role, 





‘ 


teaches | 


| 
| 
| 


=a 





Continuing his search for novelty 
|material in an apparent effort to 
compensate for the lack of fresh 
vaudeo talent, Ed Sullivan turned 





‘to college football players on his, 


'“Toast of the Town” Sunday night 
'(15) for CBS-TV. Emcee had the 
‘two top players from Ohio State 


in the Rose Bowl this year, in an 
_exhibition of place-kicking. It might 
not have been vaudeo but it accom- 
plished its purpose of providing 
something hew for the program. 
Show otherwise was up to par, with 
Frankie Laine holding down the 
top spot on the bill for the second 
week in a row. 

Laine once again demonstrated 
his showmanship know-how with 
renditions of “My Desire” and 
“Sunny -Side of the Street.” 
|sides that pash voice, he has an 
easy, amiable way with a _ tune, 
which projected excellently on TV. 
|Gene Jermai, seven-year-old har- 


gram with sock results, as did the 
Pelletiers, a clever dog act. Dancer 
Anita Alvarez, current in the 
Broadway click, “Gentlemen Pre- 
fer Blondes,” was fine in an im- 
pressionistic Latin routine, but the 
cameras failed to give the neces- 
sary establishing shot of the face 
closeup. 

Lillian Roth did a neat singing 
job in reprising a medley of the 
tunes she helped popularize via her 
early legit, film and radio work. 
She could have come back for 
more. Acroterper Virginia Lee got 
her share of laughs by bringing up 
an obvious plant from the studio 
audience to go through some bal- 
ancing stunts. 
| 


. 
| Film actor Lloyd Nolan con- 


verted his thesping talents to tele- 
vision with sock results on CBS- 
| TV's “Ford Theatre” Friday night 
| (13), playing the title role in an 
| adaptation of Kenyon Nicholson’s 
“Barker.” Under the knowing 
| direction of Mare Daniels and 
| backed by a good supporting cast, 
| Nolan made utterly believable his 
|partrayal of an oldtime carney 
| barker torn between his son and 
| the business. Show was played 
|against a background of the 
|““1920’s, which added to the 
| nostalgia and carney flavor via the 
| costumes, sets, ete. 

_ Nancy Moore’s adaptation pro- 
| vided a full telling of the story. 
| Sharing the acting honors with 
| Nolan were Jean Carson, as the gal 
| who filched his son from him, and 
| Eileen Heckart in a sock portrayal 
| of the cooch dancer. William Red- 
| field looked the part of the son but 
| failed to match the others in the 
| range of his acting. Show marked 





|as producer, who took over from 
Kenyon & Eckhardt video chief 
Garth Montgomery. 
dicated O'Keefe and Daniels will 
| team well. 

many of the top-name actors who 
_had appeared on earlier Ford pro- 
grams returned for walk-on parts. 
Cameras “wisely refrained from| 


and California, teams which clashed 


Be- | 


monicist, also repeated on the pro- | 


| the initial job of Winston O'Keefe | 


Production in- | 
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ide ee 


| forward on its road to better pro. 
gramming. 

“Family,” otherwise, continues 
as a welcome counterpart to the 
years-old radio _ version. Bert 
Lytell and Marjorie Gateson top » 
‘fine family of actors, with Mercedes 
McCambridge showing her sock 
thesping ability as Beth Holiey. 


| 
| 





Irving Mansfield, its producer, 
stood pat last Sunday (15) on “This 


Is Show Business” with some 
tried-and-true talent spannin 
Lanny Ross, Georgie Price ae 


Lorraine Rognan. As a showcase 
for the vets it had a clicko quality 
from start to finish. Breaking up 
the otherwise strictly vaudeo 
stanza with the inevitable round 
of sparring with the panel (George 
S. Kaufman, Abe Burrows and 
guest Wendy Barrie) remains the 
show’s top redeeming feature, and 
emcee Clifton Fadiman continues 
to demonstrate anew that whether 
it’s show business or discussing 
Einstein’s newest cerebral pyro- 
technics, he’s as glib as they come. 

Kay Kyser'’s ‘“Kollege of Musical 
Knowledge” has taken a decided 
turn for the better in its Thurs- 
day night airing via NBC-TV,. main- 
ly because the obvious errors of the 
early programs have been cor- 
rected. The questions Kyser puts 
to his contestants are still simple 


and he is still guilty of making 
matters even worse by feeding 
those off-the-cuff answers. But, 


perhaps that’s the formula expect- 
ed of him and it can be overlook- 
ed. Some of the _ participants, 
moreover, are definitely not of the 
brilliant typé and need Kvyser’'s 
prompting to keep from looking 
like the dopesters they seem 

On the better side, though. is 
the backseat announcer Ben Grau- 
er has taken. Where he formerly 
tossed aside his carefully-built dig- 
nity by taking part in Kyser’s slap- 
stick, on last Thursday night’s (12) 
show he confined his activities to 
simply introdficing the program. 
Even more on the credit side is 
the fine work of Kyser’s organi- 
zation, particularly in the produc- 
tion numbers which share an equa! 
part with the “college” routine. 
Lineup of Sue Bennett, Liza Pal- 
mer, Mike Douglas, Ish Kabibble, 
the Honey Dreamers, et al., looked 
loaded down with talent and were 
given plenty of opportunity § to 
strut. Commercials, too. were on 
the beam, continuing film shots of 
the new Ford in use on various 
college campuses and Dr. Roy K. 
Marshall in a live explanation of 
the car’s engineering. 





CBS-TV's “The Girls” ‘formerly 
titled “Young and Gay") received 
a hefty lift Sunday night (15) with 
the addition of Audrey Christie to 
the cast. As a Texas Guinan-type 
character who sings in her own 
speakeasy, Miss Christie helped 
considerably to build the nostalgic 
afmosphere of the series. In her 
initial appearance, she was nego- 


| tiatin i s th 
| As an added twist to the show, | Fe ee en ee 


young Emily Kimbrough, to ghost- 
write her memoirs, which means 
she'll undoubtedly become a_ per- 
manent member of the cast. 
Half-hour situation comedy dem- 


Gum-chewing m.c. Earl Nightin- | 


;enough when heard over radio, | 


Ed Scott’s spiel seems} 


spotlighting them, which might 
have distracted viewers from the 
action. Easily recognizable, 
though, were June Lockhart, Meg 
Mundy and others. 





screen projection unit on “One 
Man’s Family” last Friday njght 


(13) and with very auspicious ‘re- | 


|sults. Involving the live actors 
film is projected from the rear, the | 
system was used twice during the 
half-hour program and definitely 
gave the impression the actors 
were working in front of live 
scenery. System has been used 
for years by Hollywood for its 
process shots and CBS-TV has 
used a modified version in several 
Shows, but NBC's teeoff Friday 
night was the closest video has 
| approached to the film industry’s 
| technical excellence. System was! 
| devised by the NBC engineering 
staff under the Supervision of 
veepee O. B. Hanson. 


First use of the film was the bet- 
ter, with the actors sitting in a 
|dummy car in the studio and the 
| screen showing a trip across the 
| San Francisco Bay Bridge. Traf-| 
fic whizzing by, the curves in the. 
| roadway coinciding with the steer- 
ing wheel, etc., proved that TV can 
lift itself out of the studio confines 
and at comparatively little cost. 
Second time on the show, in which 
a cable car was supposedly climb- | 
ing one of Frisco’s hills, was good | 
but slightly marred by the failure | 
to coincide the car’s movement | 
with the moving traffic. Together | 
though, they gave TV a hefty shove 





NBC-TV kicked off its new rear- | 


| playi befor r thich | 
| Stripped of radio’s ability to| Bie an Sarees S Streen Oh WEten | 


| create illusion, stunts appear corny | 


onstrated Sunday night it is still 
dependent too much on obvious 
situations for the comedy. But the 


. characters, including Miss Malone, 


Bethel Leslie as Cornelia Otis 
Skinner and Kenneth Forbes as 
Tod Hunter, are now well -estab- 
lished and the series should pan 
out with a tighter scripting job. 
Show is produced by Carol Irwin 
and directed by David Rich. 





Chevrolet-Tele theatre unveiled 
an absorbing psychological thriller 
on NBC-TV Monday night (17) in 
Joseph Cochrane’s “Chirp of the 
Oricket.” Although well in the 
realm of the improbable. the au- 
thor’s plot nevertheless reflected 
originality and imagination. Espe- 
cially clever was the twist in which 
the murderer was detected by 4 
thesis on hypercusia, written by 
his own daughter. 

_ Mercedes McCambridge and Den- 
nis Harrison, stars of the piece. had 
little difficulty in capturing iis 
mood despite the short running 
time of 20 minutes. As the daugh- 
ter, Miss McCambridge was credi- 
ble although she might have exhib- 
ited more emotion when the gend- 


_armes seized her father as the mur- 


derer. Harrison was suave and 
methodical as the psychologist 
while supporting cast was good 
Barry Bernard’s direction was @? 
asset as was the camerawork. s 





Phileo “provided a change of 
pace with one of its rare presen- 
tations of a murder yarn. The 
adaptation of Vera Casparys 
“Murder at the Stork Club” pre 

(Continued on page 30) ° 
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REBUTTAL 
With Hans 
Pace, Jr., 


J. Isbrandtsen, 


|in the newspapers. Euthanasia, 


Frank especially as seen through the 
Rev. Dr. Charles Fran- eyes of Dr. 


Potter and Dean 


cis Potter, Dean Clarence Man- Manion, was a more forceful topic. 


jon; moderator, John W. Vander- 


cook 
Director: John Reddy 
15 Mins.; Sun., 9:15 p.m, 
MUNTZ TY, INC. 
MBS, from New York 
(Michael Shore) 


Packaged by Masterson, Reddy | 
& Nelson, “Rebuttal” is a novel 15-. 


minute airer which provides per- 
sons who figure in the headlines 
with a means of presenting the 
public “the other side of the story.” 
Those rebutting are selected by a 
board of editors from Newsweek 
mag. Format has moderator John 
W. Vandercook making a thumb- 
nail summary of the issue at hand. 
He then is followed by the indi- 


vidual concerned in the contro- 
versy. 3 P 
On -Sunday’s (15) inaugural, 


shipping magnate Hans J. Isbrandt- 
sen struck back at his legislator 
critics who charged him with at- 
tempting to create an incident in 
China by trying to trade with Com- 
munist Shanghai. Congress itself 
is at fault, he felt, since it hasn't 
formulated a clear policy on China. 
Magnitude of President Truman’s 
new budget was defended by U. S. 
Budget Director Frank Pace, Jr., 
who broke down some of the dis- 
bursements and emphasized that 
these expenditures were necessary 
to preserve our present economy. 

Euthanasia proved to be the 
most spirited issue, probably be- 
cause pro and con were both heard 
via separate guests. Mercy killing 
was defended by the Rev. Dr. 
Charles Francis Potter, who de- 
clared that we need such a law 
for those who request it. “Other 
side of the story” was supplied by 
Dean Clarence Manion of Notre 
Dame Law School, who heatedly 
observed that euthanasia “makes 
sense only to those who don’t be- 


‘lieve in God.” 


The transcribed “Rebuttal,” on 
the basis of its initial stanza, is an 
intelligent news feature which un- 
doubtedly falls into a public serv- 
ice category. 
ing that a show of this type has all 
kinds of possibilities. 


It goes without Say- | 


But one way | 


of improving it would be to select | 


“rebutters’” who haven’t had a full 


opportunity to present their side) 


in the press. 


administration’s views on- the 
budget, have been well ventilated 


Both Isbrandtsen’s | 
opinions on China, as well as the) 


Plugs for Muntz TV were concise. 
Gilb. 





THIS IS MY TOWN 


With Gov. Thomas E. Dewey, Mayor | 


William F. O’Dwyer, Milton 
Berle, Richard Tucker, Jerry Co- 
lonna, Mimi Benzell, Aline Mac- 
Mahon; Quentin Reynolds, emcee 

Writer: Mort Levin 

' Producer-Director: Hi Brown 

30 Mins.; Mon. (16), 10:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WJZ, N. Y. 

Federation of Jewish Philan- 
thropies wound up its current fund- 
raising Campaign with an effectively 
conceived and executed variety 
stanza. Although the usual type of 


charity show often loses sight of its | 


purpose in a welter of songs and 
gags, this program maintained an 
even. balance between entertain- 
ment and more serious considera- 
tions. The pitch for funds, more- 
over, was neatly sounded in bits by 
Milton Berle and Aline MacMahon, 
with Gov. Dewey and Mayor 
O’Dwyer contributing brief but 
pungent comments in behalf of the 
FJP. 

Program was tied loosely to- 
gether by Mort Levin’s script which 
furnished good introes to the vari- 
ous guest artists via impressionis- 
tic comments about New York City 
life. Jerry Colonna dished up the 
single out-and-out comedy item on 
the show with a couple of zany 
song renditions, one of them being 
a duet with operatic singer Mimi 
Benzell. Latter also soloed on a 
serious number as did Richard 
Tucker of the Metopera. Berle 
made a surprise and welcome 
switch from his usual brand of 
comedy with a narration of a yarn 
that bore directly on the FJP cam- 
paign. Miss MacMahon also recited 
a moving dedication to good works. 

Quentin Reynolds handled the 
emcee chores with a friendly and 
sincere tone which strongly but- 
tressed the program pitch. 





Herm. 
Rochester, N. Y¥.—Mort Nus- 
baum began his second year 


last week as morning disk jockey 
on WHAM, NBC affiliate here. Nus- 
baum was former radio director 
for 20th-Fox and commercial man- 
ager of WQQM, Washington. A 
vet of 15 years in radio, he also 
conducts his own talent show on 
the 50kw outlet. 


} Dennis 


POOP SO ESD OOS + 048644 O4 


Radio Followups 


POO O + + 5496464046604 754666- 


Fred Allen, in his first tune up 
this seasgn, visited the Jack Benny 
show on CBS Sunday (14) in the 
first of a series of guest shots from 
| the Coast. It was, not surprisingly, 
| bigtime comedy, with the duo’s 
|byplay parlaying the half-hour 
Lucky Strike stanza into the choic- 





(Whether or not Benny ever re- 
turns the guest stint is dependent 
on whether Allen is given the NBC 


est kind of kilocycle comedics. | 


| 


JOHNNY DESMOND SHOW 
With Desmond, Vicki Vola, Tony 
Mottola Trio 
Producer-director: Jéseph Bailey 
Writer: Dusty Miller 
5 Mins.; Wed., 8:55 p.m. 
RONSON 
ABC, from New York 
(Grey) 
_ Capsule shows seem to be on the 
increase and probably there’s 
something to the frequency school 





| airers, similar to printed media’s 


Sunday at 7 (opposite Benny) time | 


when he resumes on a regular 
basis in the fall). 

Script job, of course, was pat- 
terned to the perennial Allen- 
Benny feuding, with both come- 
dians taking credit for creating 
the other’s radio formula. It was 
qualitative stuff, throughout, with 
the inevitable LS/MFT quarteting, 
Day’s hilarious contrib, 
etc., up to the usual par for the 
stretch. 





CBS’ “You And ” series 
this week is discussing the press, 
with a-number of newspapermen 
and experts on journalism taking 
part. On the first broadcast Mon- 
day (16), Robert U. Brown, editor 





of Editor and Publisher, took up | 


some of the trade aspects of the 
dailies. Radio and television, he 
said, are not cutting into circula- 
tion, and although the U. S. popu- 
lation has increased 15% the dail- 
ies’ circulation has soared 29%. 
He feels there is room, circulation- 
wise and ad-wise, for both printed 
and broadcast media. 

In overall trends, Brown said, 
the fourth estate is becoming more 


aware of its public responsibility, | : : 
| Show is the noisy and undignified 


evening papers are growing at the 
expense of morning publications 
and there is a concentration of 
circulation in the hands of the big- 


The “You And —’’ series 
provides some authoritative infor- 
mation on subjects of current in- 
terest, but there is a tendency on 
the part of interviewer Quincy 
Howe merely to ask questions 
rather than to examine the guests’ 
views. This results in a one-sided 
show. And it is surprising that 
CBS didn’t call on its own press 
critic, Don Hollenbeck, to take part 
iin the series. 


| ger papers. 





|ence among 


| interjecting some 
touches 
| With the gal contestants. 


' 


of advertising’s use of miniature 





small-space ads. The Johnny Des- 
mond transcription series, which | 


bowed on ABC last Wednesday | 
(11), shapes up as 


Ly, a_ listenable 
quickie that ekes full value from 
its brief span. 

Desmond has a 
voice and put 
pops, “Charlie, 
“Lucky Old Sun.” 
unobtrusively but 
the Tony Mottola 
guitar, bass and piano Chatter 
with Vicki Vola provided catchy 
intros and brief commercial men- | 
tions. Wisely the selling plug was 
via a jingle, to the tune of “Red 
River Valley,” which did not in-| 
terrupt the stanza’s light and mu- 
sical mood. Bril. 


warm, strong 
over two bouncey 
My Boy” and 
He was backed, 
pleasingly, by 
Trio—electric 


LADIES FAIR 
With Tom Moore, suests 
30 Mins.; Mon-thru-Fri., 2. p.m. 
MBS, from Chicago 
Brought into New York by Mu- 
tual via its WOR outlet, “Ladies 
Fair” will probably find an audi- 
the town's midday 
Show, an audience 


femme dialers. 


| participation quizzer aimed at the 


housewife, has been a Chicago fea- 
ture since September. Tom Moore, 
amiably emcees the proceedings, 
human interest 
through his short spiels 


A major fault with this type 


manner in which the distaff audi- 
ence conducts itself. Their antics 


| par those created by a congrega- 
| tion of juves attending a kiddie 
| Show. 


However, the femmes who 
take the stage make up for the gen- 
erally loud behavior. Besides mak- 
ing pleasant contestants, some of 
the gals display bright personali- 
ties, adding additional color to the 
show. 

Program’s questions, for the most 
| part, aren’t too difficult and every- 
| body appeared to be having a good 

time. An impressive list of gifts 
| was given out. 


'selling 10,000 season 


| scription of a football 


BUFFALO BILL’S FOOTBALL 
RALLY 


Producer: Paul Martin 
3 Hours; Sat., 8:30 p.m. 
WKEBW, Buffalo 

This was one of those freak pro- 
grams which every now and then 
pop up to highlight the extraor- 
dinary effectiveness of radio as a 
selling medium. It was conceive 
as a spot-shot booster rally to tie 
in with the current local campaign 
for a Buffalo Bills (National 
League) pro football team here 
next fall. In a little over a week 
the town subscribed more than 
$250,000 for the project, and the 
further idea was to clinch the de- 
cision of the league moguls by 
tickets for 
six games at from $1.80 to $6 per 
game. 

With the newspapers and radio 
stations plugging the _ situation 
generally, WKBW undertook this 
three-hour rally. Purchases of 7,- 
500 tickets had been pledged up to 
6 p.m. Saturday. The broadcast 
added 1,170 more by midnight with 
200/300 additional following on 
Sunday. The total number looks 
to reach nearly 15,000. At the 
prices, it was a remarkable demon- 
stration. 

With Roger Baker emceeing, the 
rally rang up on a play-by-play de- 
game cli- 


maxing with a touchdown §se- 


| quence, done by sports announcer 


Bill Mazur. Then followed a host 
of local sports and_ business 
celebrities, each with a plug for 
the ticket sale. Appropriate re- 
corded musical numbers were in- 
jected. Switchboard service was 
put into action and the names and 
addresses of purchasers from Cen- 
tral and Western New York were 
announced as their calls were re- 
ceived. 

WKBW, which for some time has 
leaned strongly toward community 
service programs, has done a num- 
ber of these special stunts with 
surprising results. Burt. 





ETHEL AND ALBERT SHOW 

With Peg Lynch, Alan Bunee, 
Madeleine Pierce, Julie Stevens, 
Don McLaughlin; Don Lowe, an- 
nouncer 

Producer: William Hamilton 

Writer: Peg Lynch 


|30 Mins.; Mon., 8 p.m. 


ABC, from New York 
“Ethel and Albert.” which over 
a five-year period as a cross-the- 
board daytime series ‘builtup 
(Continued on page 34 

















any advertising agent or timebuyer 
who hasn’t told his clients that 


the average WOR daytime carrier show 
delivers 11 listeners for ic! 


should be...well, let’s say— reminded. 


Note: little wonder that WOR’s shows are packed 

with the names of some of the shrewdest 

radio advertisers in America, local and national. 
Ask us for further facts like these. They're 


here to help you sell more to people who sell and, 


in turn, help them sell more. 















—heard by the most people where the most people are F 
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S MORE television aerials sprout on 

more roofs each day, as more adver- 

tisers enter this dynamic new medium, more 
and more do we hear questions like these: 

e ‘Should I go into television now? Will I be just pio- 


neering for the future or is there a chance of its pay- 
ing its way right away?’’ 


e ‘How big an advertiser must I be to consider it?’ 
e ‘Can I accurately check its selling effectiveness?” 


e ‘What will happen to my competitors’ sales if I'm 
in television and he isn’t?” 


e ‘What about my commercials? Live or on film? Ani- 
mated or straight?” 


e “What kind of program would I want? Comedy? 
Drama? Sports? Quiz? News?”’ 


e ‘‘How much do I have to spend to make a dent?”’ 


e ‘‘What proportion of my total appropriation does 
television rate—if any?”’ 


e ‘‘What should I expect of my advertising agency in 
man power and special abilities?’’.... 


We have been intensely active in television 
since its first, flickering, fledgling days. That 
was only natural, for this new, dynamic force, 
this powerhouse combination of sight and 


Some QUESTIONS 
advertisers are asking 
about TELEVISION today 


sound and salesmanship was made-to-order 
for Esty advertising techniques. In all media 
we've always used action...drama...human- 
interest...real people doing and saying real 
things... newsiness...excitement...allthe 
qualities that give newspapers and maga- 
zines big circulation; movies and plays big 
box-ofhce; and clients advertising successes. 
Along came TV — and it was a natural for 
our style of advertising and point of view. 
And we’d like to show you the facts and fig- 
ures that show how well it works! 


Since today we are, among all agencies, 
one of the very largest operators in television, 
we ve acquired a lot of experience, evidence 
and information containing the answers to a 
lot of those questions you may be asking 
yourself right now. 


A phone call to M Urray Hill 5-1900 is all 
it takes to bring this material to you. And, 
needless to say, there’s no obligation what- 
soever On your part. 


William Esty Company, Inc. 
Advertising 


JOO East 42nd Srreet, New York 17, N. Y.* MUrray Hill 5-1900 @ Hotiywoopn: California Bank Building, Vine and Selma 
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Now... for Camel Cigarettes, the inimitable Ed 
Wynn, one of the great showmen of all time. How 
do you print a giggle... that million-dollar giggle 
that is Wynn’s trade-mark? How do you capture 


in a small photo (above) that zany charm’ You 
don’t. But how you do get it on a television screen! 


CBS-TV every Saturday night. 


“How much do I have to spend 
to make a dent?” There are times 
when you don’t need to appro- 
priate a large amount of money to 
use television profitably. The local 
boxing telecasts and weather-re- 
port spots for Piel’s Light Beer “‘of 
Broadway Fame” are a perfect 


example of that. 





os 





A few highlights of Esty TV activity 


Colgate-Pabmolive- Peet, a year ago wisely 
wanted to try out IV with a reasonable in- 
vestment. A low-budget dramatic show was 
created for this experiment. A recent Hooper 
gave the COLGATE THEATRE the hith 


highést rating of all shows! 








In 1949 —just one year— 528 hours of Esty-produced programs . . . 3800 min- 
utes of commercials— probably more than any other advertising agency— 
619 spot announcements. In the last 18 months, 191 commercials, on film alone, 
were produced by our TV staff! There is no substitute for experience like this! 


No ONE ARGUES the fact that tele- 
vision mystery shows, like MAN 
AGAINST CRIME, starring RALPH 
BELLAMY, have a big appeal. Know- 
ing that mystery shows are good isn’t 
enough—it takes “know-how” to make 
them good. CBS-TV every Friday night. 





THE FIVE-NIGHT-A-WEEK Camel News 
Caravan on NBC-TV (with John Cameron 
Swayze) offers another example of how an 
advertiser has pioneered in television on a 
pay-as-you-go basis. And offers some inter- 
esting answers to advertisers who are asking 
how ITV compares to other media on a cost- 


per-thousand basis. 








Se a aati Re ac aae aa alae 


From the beginning, it was apparent 
that a sports-loving America would de- 
mand plenty of athletic action. We've 
been telecasting baseball... boxing (in- 
cluding the Golden Gloves)... basket- 
ball... track... football... the rodeo. 
Telecasting sports demands a lot of an 
agency —a fast, mobile staff to msure 


proper coverage. 





Heke you CoME to the golden munutes...the 


precious time you spend your TV dollars to 
get... the commercial. Our presentation — 
the one we'd like to lay before you—contains 
some very interesting information on this 
subject. 


REAL PFOPLE, saying real things about a product, have always been char- 
acteristic of Esty advertising in all media. Here Mel Parnell, star pitcher 
of the Boston Red Sox, tells how he made the Camel 30-Day Mildness 
‘Test. Maybe you have seen these “real-people commercials” on the 
screen. If so, we needn't tell you what conviction they carry. 
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vided. a glamorous setting, and ‘a Cossart did okay as some of the 


good cast gave a creditable ac- 
count of itself. 


Franchot Tone did well as the | proadcast (Sunday, 8 p.m., NBC) 


harrowed private eye who takes 
on the case of killing at Sherman 


ili ,? ¢ j ’ | ° ° ° 
Billingsley’s famed hospice when | turned up an immensely satisfying 


he learns that his wife is under! combination of melody, gags and 


The deeper he delves! 


suspicion. 
into the matter, the more suspi- 
ciois he is of his spouse. The only 
way of getting out of the mess is 
to put the finger on the murderer. 
Billingsley throws a party for all 


the suspects and Tone identifies 
the correct culprit. 

Despite Tone’s few fluffs. the 
acting was generally on a high 
level with Jay Jostyn, better- 
known for his portrayal of “Mr. 
District Attorney,” as the Stork’s 
boniface. However, Billingsley 


had fore and aft appearances, and 
was extremely careful to explain 
that the whole thing was just a 
Caspary myth. Implication was 
that the food won't poison anybody 
and murders just aren’t approved 
of at the Stork. 


and Yalerie 


prettier suspects. 





Perry Como’s Chesterfield tele 


improves constantly on the produc- 
tion end. Past week’s show (15) 


downrigl t slapstick and easily rat- 
ed one of the best the singer has 
headed so far. Como used Jean 
Carroll, femme gagster, Helene & 
Howard, gag dance team, and his 
usual troupe of the Fontane Sis- 
ters, Martin Block and Mitch 
Ayres’ orchestra. Miss Carroll de- 
livered her comedy turn to launch 
her into the show, .but was much 
more participating with 
Como ir a running gag involving 
his search for a secretary, which 
brought up many comicai moments. 
Helene & Howard act was effective, 
too, and Helene provided the 
punch of the program when, fol- 
lowing Como’s delivery of_ the 
tune “I Wanna Go Home,” she 
picked him up in a fireman’s carry 
to end the show. It was a rare 
bit carried off nicely. 


effective 





‘Six Former GI's Fulfill 
_ Two-Year-Old Dream With 
1,000 Watter in Chicago 


Chicago, Jan. 17. 
Six former GI’s will realize the 
fulfillment of a two-year-old dream, 
|to own and operate a radio station, 
when 1,000-watt WRBI-FM makes 
“its air debut Feb. 1. Much of the 
| back-breaking iabor, started last 
| June 1, was undertaken by the vet- 
|erans, who include an ex-WAVE. 
They built a one-story building 








containing two studios, offices, con- 
trol room, newsroom and record 
library. According to Mike Woll-| 
ner, 27-year-old station manager, 
bankrolling for the project was ob- | 
tained with aid of GI loans and | 
private savings. He estimates the 
station’s present value at $50,000. 

Known as the South Surburban | 
Broadcasting Co., the embryonic | 
|beamers will derive revenue from 
local sponsorship in the south Chi- 
cago area. | 





Bosten—George Gray has joined | 
the sales staff at WCOP, Hub’s| 


CBS Adds Flagstaff To 
Saturday Night Chain 


CBS television added another 
link to its new Saturday night pro- 
gram chain this week by pacting 
with Flagstaff Foods to sponsor the 
“John Reed King Show” on its 
N. Y. flagship, WCBS-TV, starting 
Feb. 11. Audience participation 
program is to go in the 7:30 to 
8 p.m. period, immediately preced- 
ing the Ken Murray Show, which 
in turn precedes Ed Wynn. 

King opus until now has been 


‘aired as a participating show via 


WOR-TV. N. Y. Agency for Flag- 


| staff is Weiss & Geller. 





DODGE DEALERS’ DET. SHOW 
Detroit, Jan. 17. 
Dodge Dealers of Greater Detroit 
got their 1950 advertising program 
under way Sunday (15) with a new 


television show “This Week In 
| Sports” over WJBK-TV. 


Sunday night show 


the past week. Agency is Ruth- 








Haila Stoddard 








ABC outlet. 





rauff & Ryan. 

















(Schuneman’s Inc., a St. Paul Department Store, won the grand award for its program “Red Rooster 
Hour” carried over Radio Station WDGY, Monday through Saturday, 7:30-8:30 A.M., 52 weeks.) 








WDGY 
Congratulates 


SCHUNEMAN’S 
St. Paul, 


INCORPORATED 


Minnesota 


NATIONAL RETAIL DRY GOODS ASSOCIATION 


GRAND AWARD WINNER 


for 


“PROGRAMS BEAMED TO A GENERAL FAMILY AUDIENCE” 


also Winner of 


FIRST PRIZE 


“7 


presents on | 
film outstanding sports events of | 


ao 


2,000 AT RCA IN 
TV WORK STOPPAGE 


Philadelphia, Jan. 17. 

Because a man had to do double 
duty through the illness of a fel. 
low employe, 2,000 production 
workers in the television division 
of the RCA-Victor Cerp. staged = 
one-hour work stoppage Thursday 
afterneon (12) from 3:15 to 
4:15 p.m. 

The company said the stoppage 
on the assembly lines was a viola- 
tion of the contract it has with 
Local 103, United Electrical Work- 
ers. Ernest Polak, union division 
‘chairman, said the stoppage was 
| Spontaneous among the workers. 
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too-static routine. 


The 
minister’s personality, sincere and 
personal, gains audience attention 
while his text absorbs them. 

Bill McKee handles commercials 
| nicely, keeping in tone with the 


linto a 


|show’s theme. He presents a low- 
| pressure institutional type spiel, 
plugging quality and name first, 
then introducing price and come- 
on lines with a smooth presenta- 
tion of slides so as not to give im- 
pression telecast is a strictly com- 
mercial frame. 

Dr. Bradley is such a wellknown 
religious and philanthropic figure 
in Chicago. that many of his ad- 
mirers feel they know him person- 
ally. For them this is another 
chapter of his many works not to 
be missed. Hado. 


TV DUDE RANCH 

With Bill Shomette, Curley Wil- 
liams, Tommy Jean, Lou Emer- 
son, Dick Ketner, Pedre Gon- 
zales, Mel Winters orch. 

Producer: Dick Perry 

Director: J. R. Duncan 

30 Mins.; Fridays, 7 p.m. 

Participating 

WOAI-TV, San Antonio 

Cowboy and hillbilly music and 
entertainers make the transition 
well from AM radio to TV and, as 

'is the case with this show, should 
convert a lot of viewers to this 
type of music for which Texas is 
famous. It is a lot more appealing 
than the usual string band fiddling 
away and the cowboy singer yodel- 
ing “Bury Me Not On the Lone 
Prairie.” 

Entire action takes place at the 
mythical TV Dude Ranch, right at 
the time the cow pokes come to 
the ranch house all decked out in 
their fancy town clothes just be- 
fore they go into town to celebrate 
| the finish of a week of hard work. 
|They give out with songs and 
music of the rangeland and “everv- 
one gets into the act,” including 
the cook and a passing seller of 
pots and pans. 

Bossman of the ranch is Bill 
Shomette, who m.c.’s the proceed- 
| ings in an easy going style and who 
is also heard in a song or two as 
well as acting as straightman for 
the comedy situations. Has a pleas- 
ing personality, keeps the show 








“In the $5,000,000 to -$15,000,000 volume group stores for its 
program “Red Rooster Hour” carried over Radio Station WDGY.” 


WDGY salutes the National Retailers Dry Goods Association for honoring 
Schuneman’s Inc. with its GRAND AWARD and First Prize. WDGY is 
proud to be associated with Schuneman’s in producing this outstanding 
show and pledges its continued efforts to provide outstanding programming 
to the Twin Cities and Northwest Empire. 


50,000 watts \ D GY 25,000 watts 


(day) 


1130 KC 
MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL 


Mel Drake, Vice President & General Manager 





/ moving along, has a nice style in 
|Singing. His voice is easy on the 
| ears and not full of the yodels and 
trills of the regular cowboy singer. 
___ Foreman of the outfit is Curley 
| Williams, who sings to his own gui- 
|tar accompaniment. He _ photo- 
| graphs well and makes the regular 
‘cowboy songs take on new flavor. 
Tommy Jean upholds the femme 
lead in the show and engages in 
_ brief bit with Williams which 
| makes way for her song. “You Call 
_Everybody Darling.” Has a pleas- 
|ing personality, voice range and 
sells songs well. 

Comedy is injected into the pro- 
ceedings by Lou Emerson, cross 
talking with Shomette and Wil- 
|liams. Has a fine sense of humor, 
| timing and muggs the camera tor 
'all its worth. 

Pedro Gonzales is a newcomer 
hereabouts and comes on trying to 
Sell some frying pans to Shomett¢ 
and then states that he can get 
more than food out of the pans. He 
can get music. He proceeds {0 
bring out a table full of frving 
pans and plays them like a xylo- 





(night) 


REPRESENTED NATIONALLY BY AVERY-KNODEL, INC. 


|phone. Gave out with “Beer Bar- 
|rel Polka” and “12th Street Rag.’ 
| He has a real novelty and makes & 
| welcome addition to the show. 
Mel Winters and his band aré 
| decked out in cowboy outfits and 
‘lend fine musical background to 
| the songs of Shomette. Williams, 
| Emerson and Tommy Jean. 
There’s one commercial neatly 
woven into the script. A film spot 
for the new Dodge and its local 
| dealer, the O. R. Mitchell Co. Its 
| easy to take. ee 
| Program shows good possibilities 
for a potential sponsor. It has ® 
| good setting and even the “TV 
is registered as a brand here. 
| Andy. 
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MUTUAL Inks $3,300,000 Plus for ): 





Recent stack of time and pro-+ 
gram orders signed by the Mutual! 
Broadcasting System puts the net- | 
work astride a record new-business 
crest as 1950 gets under way. 
Within the past four weeks alone, 
the web has closed deals topping 
$3,300,000 in added annual gross 
—most of it with accounts new to 
Mutual and many of these among 
proadcasting’s biggest, best-experi- 
petime buyers. 

Trade opinion is that the present 
| upsurge indicates top-level ‘“recog- 
| nition’ of Mutual as a working me- 
|dium, Seems also to reveal a prac- 
| tical exploitation of the network’s 

“different” facilities (as advertised) 
by a diverse array of sponsors 
large and small. Products involved 
are major-network naturals, rang- 
ing from automotive and appli- 
ances to food and drug. Time sold 
includes day and night on all seven 
days of the week. 


- Kelloss, Kid-Show Pioneer, Blazes 
New ‘Trail —Scouted by K& E. 


‘Hopalong’: New Show, 
Diff Agency, Same & 


Everything but the 
name is new—at 4-4:30 p.m. Sun- 
day on Mutual. General Foods still | 
presides over this slice of the aces- | 
high four-hour block, but program, 
product, and agency are all 
changed from ’49. 

GF now presents the legendary 
Western -hero, “Hopalong Cassidy,” 
starring Hollywood’s William Boyd. 
Product is now Grape-Nuts Flakes, 
Young & Rubicam now in charge. 

Company has utilized this valu- 
able Sunday time franchise since 
October, 1946, featuring “House 
of Mystery.” Originally designed 
as a kid show, “House” built an ul- 
timate family-type audience in this 
spot. Now “Hopalong,” with the 
same basic appeal, carries on. 











Kellogg Company, an original¢ 


|pioneer of the boxtop-fertile juve | AFL via ‘MBS 
| secheg in network radio, opens Not boxtops but enlightened 
“Mark Trail” on Mutual Jan. 30. minds are the goal of a ‘different’ 


program begun Jan. 2 by American 
Federation of Labor over most all 
Mutual stations. 

Mon.-Fri., 10-10:15 p.m., AFL 
sponsors Frank Edwards in a con- 
tinuing series of commentaries on 
news especially interesting to Ja- 
|bor. Edwards has won large fol- 


| Based on syndicated cartoon strip, 
| new nature drama is placed by 
| Kenyon & Ecki.ardt in the 5 p.m. 
slot, Mon., Wed., Fri. 

Kellogg’s buy solidifies the net- 
work’s 5-6, five-days grip on Junior. 
This is already the period when 
“Straight Arrow” and “Tom Mix” 


‘NAME?’ CLIENTS & 


AGENCIES TO MBS 
Web Opens Year on New-Biz Voom swiss. as 
| 


sponsors and agencies 
| known for their big radio budgets, 
who are sharing 1950 ‘tmnove to Mu- 


| tual. : 


sponsor’s | | similiar 








on Mutual share top honors among |lowing for news-behind-news in 





j 
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| | midw est. 








all kid shows. 


Anahist (Foote, Cone & Belding) Takes 
Double Dose: ‘Falcon, ‘True-False 


Foote, Cone & Belding has pur-+ 
chased not one but two new half- | 
hour segments on Mutual for Py- 








White Hope? PLUS! 


Asked to comment on cur- 


ti Anahist. | ; : 
ose PP oss eying 3 The Falcon” rent upswing in Mutual bill- 
Sunday at 7 p.m. (NYT) and ““True| ings, network prexy Frank 
White said: 


or False’ to be heard at 5 p.m. (lo- 
cal time) on Saturday. 

“The Falcon” has been on MBS 
continuously since 1945. In July 
of ’45 the American Safety Razor 
Co., took a flyer with “The Falcon” 
/0n a limited line-up of stations. A | 
| year later ASR spread “The Fal- | 
|con” to Mutual’s full station lineup, 
| an expansion typical of many try- 
| this-for-size sponsors on MBS. To 
quote the web’s promotion line 
these advertisers “first dip a ten- 
tative toe, like the water fine, and 
20 all the way in to whatever dept th 
| their marketing setup warrants.’ 

Despite tough Sunday-at-7 com- 
petition, “The Falcon” has been 
able to garner a solid, rising audi- 
ence and was considered by Mutual 
to. be its most saleable sustainer. 
Matter of fact, the promotion staff 
had a “Falcon” ad all set to break 
in trade papers when F.C.&B. pur- 
chased the show for Anahist. 

“True or False,” one of the first 
radio programs.to use quiz format, 
sold candy bars for the Shotwell 
Co., up until last April, in the same 
Saturday spot. “True” for Shot- 
well and other sponsors-has always 
done a hefty selling job. 

Eddie Dunn again works as quiz- 
master on this program's a to 
MBS, starting Saturday, Jan. 7, for 


“You don't have to be a treas- 
urer at heart to relish reports 
like these from the sales de- 
partment—but it certainly 
helps. By any measure, these 
new contracts prove tangibly 
that Mutual does indeed have 
positive differences. With this 
in hand at the start of 50, we 
| sincerely believe that the rest 

of the year will see an ever 

stronger ‘move to Mutual’ as 
we strengthen our differences.” 


Moore Paint Pants To 
Make ‘Home Beautiful’ 


Last year’s succegs still ringing 
Benjamin Moore & Co. 

“Betty Moore: 
for its second an- 











! 


in its ears, 
has signed 
Home Beautiful” 
nual Spring campaign on Mutual. 
Program starts March 4 in a new 
Saturday morning time spot ‘11- 
11:15 a.m.), placed by St. Gedrges 
& Keyes agency. 

Originally moved to Mutual in 
1949. “Home Beautiful” immedi- 
ately outpulled best results scored 





have already shared to date. 


Your* 


on previous network in mail re-| 


| 


Anahist. sponse, winding up season with 

“The Falcon” starring Les Da- over 50% more letters: than 
mon started its Anahist run on New in "48, 225° more than in 47. 
| Year's Day with name stars sup- Each letter represented active in- 
Porting. Mercedes McCambridge, terest in home decoration, s0 
Berry Kroeger, and Martin Gabel booklet-request flood understand- | 


Ford, General Foods, Kellogg, 
Miles Laboratories are among the 
| bigger client names involved, while 
blue-ribbon yardage 
adorns several of the agencies: 
| Foote, Cone & Belding, Kenyon & 
|Eckhardt, J. Walter Thompson, 
Wade, alos & Rubicam. 

















Radie Harris Set For 
Bowey’s Dari-Rich Line 


“Stars Over Broadway,” news 
and personal-interview series by 
Radie Harris, starts Feb. 25 for 
Bowey’s, Inc., and its Dari-Rich 
flavor extract products. Sorensen 
& Co., Chicago, placed it. 

Program will air 5:30-5:45 p.m. 
Saturdays, preceding Mutual's 
“Holiywood Quiz,” established at 
5:45 coast to coast. Both shows 
will be broadcast at local time in 
all time zones. 


Miss Harris has built solid rep | brandtsen Line exec, U. S. Budget 


ably tickled the paint producers. | as “confidante” of show biz. : Director, and mercy-killing debate. 








Difference Is MUTUAL’ Chant Gets 
Full Chorale Assist From 9 Chents 


+ According to Mutual’s current 
Sales and promotion overtures, the 
network provides special versa- 
tility in meeting a given adver- 
tiser’s needs. According to quick 
cross-section of the 9 sponsors 
whose new orders are detailed 
elsewhere on this page, their own 
purchases echo the web's theme: 
‘The Difference is Mutual!’ 

Wide diversity in products (autos 
and TV sets, cereals and milk, 
household remedies and paint) is 





Clients Buy 20 Packages; 
MBS Packed All But 3 


Ascendency of Mutual as a net- 
work program souree is seen in 
overall assay of talent packages 
bought by clients in the current 
$3,300,000 sales splurge. 

Total of 20 programs are in- 
volved, and the following 17 are all 
Mutual developments: “Affairs of 


Peter Salem,” “Can You Top only part of the score. The new 
This?,” “Crime Fighters,’ “The! client crop also reflects a broad | 
Faleon,” “Hawaii Calls,’ “Hopa- | range of marketing patterns, audi- 


long Cassidy,” “I Love a Mystery,” 
“Ladies Fair,” “Lombardoland, 
U.S.A.,” “Mutual Newsreel,” ‘‘Mys- 
terious Traveler,” “Official Detec- 


ence targets, and radio bankrolls. 

To serve these varied aims, Mu- 
tual provides these newest spon- 
sors with everything from drama 


tive,” “Radie Harris,” “The Saint,” and kid shows to commentators 
Sports Award Dinner, “True or and quizzes; selected time periods 
False,” “Your Home Beautiful.” day and night; and—stressing the 

Since mid-'49, Program veepee fiexibility “difference” — hookups 


for MBS is busy Bill Fineshriber. ranging from 42 to 502 stations. 


Miles Lab Likes ‘Queen,’ Wants 


More, Gets Moore on ‘Ladies Fair 





Miles Laboratories, already rep- big “Queen” audience. 
resented in Mutual daytime setup The Wade Agency, with a $2.-} 
by “Queen For a Day” (Mon. thru 000,000 ad budget from Miles for 
Fri.) adds another daily fifteen their antihistamine (VaRigery Dec 
minute segment when it takes the 14) found “Ladies Fair” a natural 
second half of “Ladies Fair,” five for their needs, giving Miles ten | 
days a week starting Feb. 20. quarter-hour segments every week | 
“Queen” sells Alka-Seltzer; on Mutual. 
“Ladies” will push Miles’ new anti-| Miles is a long time MBS spon- | 
histamine, Tabcin. sor, having courted “Queen For a} 

“Ladies Fair,” emceed by Tom Day” for four years. 


Moore and originating in Chicago, 
started its sustaining run on MBS month on KHJ of Mutual’s Don 
last April as a | piece to * ‘hold” the Lee Network, also for Miles. 


“Queen” started TV earlier this , 


os | 
the |, difference is MUTUAL! — | 


Ford Dealers (J. Walter Thompson) 
Deal New Deck of 15 MBS Shows 


+ Ford Dealers of America, in 
move which trade believes may set 
a new pattern in time buying, have 





Time Out for Hult 


Standard sales-increase ac- picked up the tab on 15 Mutual 
cessory 1s ear-to-ear grin on shows—all to be aired within the 
sales veepee’s face. But Ade 16 day period from January 4 


Hult keeps his within bounds. 

Since his own switch from 
Mutua!’s Chicago office to sales 
vice-presidency in New York, 
he of course rejoices in new- 
biz bonanza and even more in 
what the rest of '50 seems to 
augur. Happy, too. that a size- 
able slice of added billings 
originates in his midwest baili- 
wick. 

What mars his bliss is simply 
this latest postponement of a 
years-overdue vacation. 


through 19. The Ford deal, repre- 
senting an outlay of over $150,000. 
is thought to be the biggest expen- 
diture of sponsor dough on a single 
network, in such a limited time 

Pact was arranged by J. Walter 
Thompson, whose Linnea Nelson | 
says: “I have participated in nanvy | 
new things over the years, but this 
‘first’ has been the most exciting 
and stimulating to date.” 

Feature of the deal that has cop- 
ped general agency interest is the 
fact that 14 of the 15 shows are es- 














ise that those persons who become 
the object of critical attack by the 
press or radio should have the op- 
portunity to talk back. 


moderator-without-comment on the 
subject discussed. Newsweek pro- 
vides 
series, 
of Chicago placed the order. 


tablished Mutual programs, so Ford 
is buying well-built audiences. 
The MBS sustainers bought in 
the Ford super-saturation deal run 
the gamut from comedy te music, 
from news to thrillers to sports 


Muntz Makes Like Fox, 
Sells TV on MBS-AM 


A new approach to radio free The shows, all set for January dates | 
speech is being made with the include: “Can You Top This?” | 
sponsorship of “Rebuttal” by Earl W ednesday 4 and 18; “Mutual News- | 
iiisiia die Wiki Vie aedienainaereiailal reel” Friday 6 and 13; “Hawaii | 
ee ot a a oer | Cae Ries 2 eek fh he | 
rV operations, every Sunday over Saint” Sunday 8 and 15; “The Af- | 
Mutual at 9:15 p.m. fairs of Peter Salem” and “Crime | 


Fighters” Monday 9; “Mysterious | 
Traveler’ Tuesday 10; “I Love a | 
Mystery” and “Guy Lombardo’s Or- 
chestra” Monday 16; and “Official 
Detective” Tuesday 17. 

The Ford Dealer time splurge | 
winds up with Mutual’s special 
events broadcast of the “Second 
Annual Sports Award Dinner.” 
Thursday 19, in which Tommy Hen- 
rich, Jackie Robinson, Notre | 
Dame's Leon Hart and other top | 
sports performers of the year will 
parade before the Ford-Mutua! 
mikes. j 


“Rebuttal” is based on the prem- 


John W. Vandercook serves as 


editorial counsel on the 
The*Michael Shore agency 


First session (Sun) featured Is- 
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Upped Price on Chi Cubs, White Sox 
Cues Hot Station Pitch to Sponsors 


Chicago, Jan. 17. 

Specuiaiion here is hotter than a 
line drive to left centre field con- 
cerning sponsorship of the 1950 
Cubs and White Sox baseball 
games. 

The $606,000 
from William 


owner, 


TV rights bought 
Wrigley, Jr., Cub 
and split at 30G apiece be- 
WBKB and WGN-TV, have 
set these stations sponsor-hunting. 
Meantime, TV managers are won- 
dering station will pick up 
the $125,000 tab reputedly asked 
by €harles Comiskey for his White 
rights. Last year exclusive 
camera work was turned over to 
WGN-TV for negrly half as much, 
$60,000. 


t ween 


what 


Sox 


3ecause the two teams are 


never in town at the same time, 
station also televised the Cub 
games Meisterbrau beer and 


Camels alternated bankrolling 
agreements with the Mutual affili- 
at’ tor both bali clubs, while Pabst 
and Philco worked. a similar ar- 
rangement in backing the Cubs 
over WBKB. It’s reported the beer 


and radio manufacturers have 
taken a raincheck for a 1950 re- 
newal, leaving WBKB on third 
base with two out and no hitters in 


the lineup 

Best candidate for the WGN-TV 
sponsorship mound is Meisterbrau 
although the brewery is looking 
askance at the steep price set bys 


Comiskey. Possibly the White Sox 
bess, like Wrigley, will have to 
split between two stations. Cub 
rights last year went for $15.000, 
with the above stations and WENR- 
TV each paying a third. This 
spring the latter telecaster and 
WNBQ., NBC web child, will retire 
to the showers, allowing WGN-TV 
and WBKB to fight for spoils. 


4dded to the amount bankrollers 
will have to pay for rights are time 
and service charges. In '49 WBKB’s 
remote baseball rate went for $825 
per game. This year it jumped to 
$1,048. WGN-TV plans to match 
it. Enough to insure a sponsor box 
seats at any of the 77 games, he 
will have to shell out some $80,000 
additional for the season. 


Reason for increase of fees over 
last year is skyrocketing set circu- 
lation, which is expected to reach 
500.000 in the Chi area come base- 
ball weather. 





WKRC.-TV Switches 


Cincinnati, Jan. 17. 

Executive changes at WKRC-TV 
advanced L. Joe Bolles from pro- 
gram director to the sales staff, un- 
der Jake Latham, and switched Syd 
Cornell from special events direc- 
tor and a studio producer to com- 
mercial production manager. 

Hulbert Taft, Jr., executive vee- 
pee of the Times-Star affiliated 
video and radio operation. said the 
changes are a part of this year’s 
expansion program. 
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A DETROITERS have the money now ~ | 


TEN CONTINUOUS YEARS of full employ- 


ment for over a million workers have made 


Detroit America’s 


most 


prosperous major 


market. With auto manufacturers planning to 


EXCEED last year’s record production of 
6,240,400 cars, the 1950 outlook is exceed- 
ingly bright. Looks like another three-billion- 


dollar year for Detroit's retailers! 





WWJ-TV:has the audience.now 


THE 150,000 TV sets now in the Detroit 


market are concentrated within easy range 


of WWJ-TV’s strong, clear signal. Lion’s share 
of this audience belongs to WW/5J-TV, first 


television station in Michigan... two years 


ahead of Detroit's other two, in TV know-how 


and programming. 





ADVERTISERS are doing the business now 


1949 WAs A GOOD YEAR for WWJ-TV adver- 
tisers. Naturally, 1950 is proving even bigger. 


Aggressive advertisers seeking 


increased 


sales in this fabulously wealthy market can 
achieve them through WWJ-TV, 


ASSOCIATE AM-FM 
STATION Ww 


Wy -2V. 


NBC Television Network 


@insTt IN MICHIGAN 


Owned and Operated by THE DETROIT NEWS 


Natienal Representatives: THE GEORGE FP. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 
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Sen. Johnson 














——m—ume Continued from page 21 


it is clever deals that bring on an 
AVCO rule; it is monopoly prac- 
tices that bring on network regu- 
lations.” ‘ , 

it is the chiselers who give radia 
a bad name, the Senator declared, 
and as long as they exist the regu- 
latogy agency will get the backing 
of pubiic-spirited citizens in im- 
posing “arbitrary and distasteful 
policies.” 

“We will always need a sti f, 
alert FCC whose sole passion 
should be to regulate the industry 
in the public interest,’ he said. 

Turning to specific problems, 
Johnson reiterated his opposition 
to superpower for AM stations and 
expressed the hope the Commis- 
sion will soon break down clear 
channels in the interest of provid- 
ing desperately needed frequen- 
cies. Maintenance of clears, he 
said, “is an anachronism in mod- 
ern radio practice. He termed 
“archaic” contentions the clear 
channels serve a useful purpose 
The “best proof,” he said, is that 


the networks now admit their own 


seaboard clears can be duplicated 
without harm to them. If this prob- 
lem had been disposed of, he ob- 
served, the U: S. might have fared 
better at Montreal. 

Johnson also suggested that the 
U. S. seriously consider “‘the sen- 
sible proposal” to assist Cuba in 
converting to FM as a solution to 
international interference  prob- 
lems. He thought “it might pay us 


to make a loan or grant for the 
installation of FM stations, plus 


the replacement of all existing AM 
receivers. with FM sets” in the 
whole Caribbean area. FM, he said, 


“is an ideal instrumentality for the 
| tropics.” 


| tionwide 
' television. 


Turning to television, Johnson 
urged the Commission to make 
sure that what it decides on color 
is “sound and permanent” and 
“not something that will please a 
few powerful economic interests 
for today’s profits.” 

Declaring that American set 
owners “have every right” to ex- 
pect the best in television devel- 
opment, he said the public interest 
requires promulgation “quickly” 
of “broad and sufficiently general 
standards” for color so thai the art 
“may be developed naturally in the 
traditional American  free-enter- 
prise, non-monopolistic manner.” 
The Commission should not wait, 
he added, until 30,000,000 families 
have invested some $6 billion in 
black and white. 

Finally, Johnson urged that the 
Commission simultaneously open 
up the UHF band to permit a na- 
competitive system of 

“Easily identified sel- 


fish interests are laboring day and 


night to lift the freeze now and do 
nothing more,’ he warned. Not 


/until the proposed 42 UHF chan- 


nels are allocated on a city by city 
basis, he said, should the treeze 
be fitted. 








WTUX 


— (€ontinuned from page 23 


be sluffed off with the plea tieat 











!some one else did not advise them 


as to their duties.” 

Cottone disagreed with the ex- 
aminer’s finding that horse racing 
broadeasts on WTUX were not in- 


‘tended to aid in illegal gambling. 


The average time lag between the 


|! eonclusion of a-race and the broad- 


east of the result by WTUX, coun- 


i sel said, was between four and six 


minutes. In addition, the station 
gave information on off-times, post- 
times, jockey changes, scratches, 
eic. 


“The rapidity with which the_re- 


sults of races were broadcast,” 
counsel asserted, “and the detail 
and completeness with which these 


races were reported by the station | 


compel the inference that these 
programs were -intended and de- 
signed to serve those persons en- 
gaged in illegal gambling. for the 
reason that only persons so en- 
gaged require such information. 
Moreover after having been ad- 
vised by the Wilmington Chief of 
Police that the horse racing pro- 
grams were used and relied upon 
my persens engaged in_ illegal 
gambling the applicant neverthe- 


less continued to broadcast those | 


programs.” 


Cleveland—Nell Steck, WTAM 
and NBC harpist and pianist, is 





resigning from radio to continue, 
She has been 


her studio work. 
with NBC for 12 years. 


Inside Televisi 

With over half the season gone Bill Tobin, owner of Chicago Black- 
hawks hockey team, has been forced by public indignation and low 
gate receipts to give the green light to TV station managers for righis 
to televise remaining games. Hoping to attract the attendance he once 
thought he would lose by allowing games to be carried on TV, he is 
depending on the medium to “pack ‘em in.” Most interested is Chi’s 
WBKB. which did a successful televising job last year, but frustrated 
by Tobin’s asking price of $2,000 per game they have not finalized an 
agreement. The telestation has a sponsor lined up who’s willing to 
back two-thirds of a game, but Tobin can’t see it. By time the impasse 
is broken hot weather will be in, melting the ice and offering teevee 
managers possibility of promoting a previously unexploited sport: field 
hockey, with girls. 

Proof of television’s drawing power even in cities with no video fa- 
cilities was demonstrated this week by Dell Publications with release 
of sales figures on its “Howdy Doody” comic books. On the basis of a 
spot check of sales in all key cities, the outfit discovered more than 
75% of all copies delivered were sold in such cities as Muncie, Ind.-: 
Ogden, Utah: Lewiston, Me., and as far west as Pasco, Wash., none of 
which has a TV station. 

Publishers attributed the sales to the publicity given the puppet 
character by newspapers throughout the country. Dell, thinking the 
books would sell only in TV areas, originally startedcon a small scale 
but now plans to step the monthly issue up to 900,000 copies and may 
publish them bi-monthly in the future. 

Possibility that N. Y. television stations might still get a crack at 
picking up sports events from Madison Sq. Garden, N. Y., before the 
current indoor season winds was pointed up Sunday night (15) by per- 
mission granted to the N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX to carry the N. Y. 
Rangers-Detroit Red Wings hockey game Ned Irish, the Garden’s 
exec veepee, gave his okay late Friday night, reportedly as a one-shot 
gesture to obtain further information on whether TV would affect the 
gate. 

Price paid by WPIX for rights to the game was not disclosed but it is 
known to be far less than the fees asked by Irish earlier in the season. 
Remaining Ranger games are open to WPIX coverage, but the station 
has decided not to air them unless it gets a sponsor. Same situation 
holds for the Garden’s Saturday night events via CBS-TV, which car- 
ried a basketball game on a one-shot sustaining basis two weeks ago. 
With Sonja Henie’s ice show teeing off at the Garden Friday night (20), 
the next Ranger home game will not be played until Jan. 29, giving 
WPIX two weeks to latch onto the necessary bankroller. 


Mass reshuffle of CBS-TV programs last week, necessitated by the 
axing of several sustainers and the removal of the Ed Wynn show from 
Thursday to Saturday nights, still has the web’s program department 
baffled as to what goes where. Program execs thought they had the 
situation straightened out but discovered on further checking this week 
that nothing has been set yet to fill the Thursday night at 8 slot on 
Feb. 2. 

Period is now filled by “Front Page,’ which has its last airing next 
Thursday (26). “Show Goes On” takes over the time Feb. 9 as part of 
that program’s meandering over the Thursday night log from week io 
week. Web has a “To Be Announced” in the Feb. 2 period temporarily 
and may fill the half-hour with another airing of “Romance,” one of 
the sustainers slated to get the heave. 

CBS-TV and producer Carol Irwin were forced to pull “Young and 
Gay” off the air for the scheduled Jan. 8 scanning through inability to 
clear rights with Paramount Pictures, it was learned this week. Par 
had filmed a picture several years ago based on the book, “Our Hearts 
Were X ing and Gay,” by Cornelia Otis Skinner and Emily Kimbrough 
and carrying the same title. As a result, the film company objected 
that the video show’s label was too similar. 

TV program was retitled “The Girls” and returned to CBS in iis 
regular Sunday night at 7 slot this week (15). Program, however. is 
not being kinescoped to avoid any further entanglements with Par 
which claims, along with other film companies, that a kine print is 
actually film and thus encroaches on film copyrights. 





Although but a few speakers have been selected for the Second 
National Television Conference, March 6-8, in Chicago, and many have 
yet to be lined up, George Harvey, Chi TV Council prexy, has mapped 
out an agenda of topics which he disclosed at last week’s Council meet- 
ing. 

Problems to be kicked around and discussed between luncheons, 
dinners. and a two-hour variety show, featuring midwest TV talent, 
include theatre television, station management, research’s contribution 
to 1950 telecasting, and panel talks from three points of view: ad 
agency, station owner and client. 





In a move designed to solve one of television's knottiest problems. 
the Television Broadcasters Assn. board this week unanimously ap- 
proved a sample TV rate card and plans to distribute copies to all 
_ Stations within the next two weeks. TBA does not hope to standardize 
a rate card format at this time, according to prez J. R. Poppele, but is 
offering the card to broadcasters as a guide for adaptation to local 
conditions. 

Sample card is divided into nine sections, which are indexed on the 
front cover. _ These include basic air time rates, announcements, par- 
ticipations, discounts on time charges, rehearsal charges, film facilities, 
remote. pickup facilities, theatre studios and general information. TBA 
pointed out that it has no intention of establishing any one particular 
set of dollar rates, since this obviously can only be determined by the 
individual stations. Sample dollar figures in the card are used to indi- 


cate recommended discount procedures and rate relationships accord- 
ing to time units, 
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French B’casting System 
Revising U.S. Programs 


North American Service of the 
French Broadcasting System is : 
planning revision of some presen! 
programs and expansion of its ac- 
tivities, following a meeting of its 
American advisory board in N. Y. 
last week. Radio diffusion Fran- 
caise is mulling a new waxed se- 





Courtesy of M-G-M 
"THE GREAT RUPERT' 


For George Pal Prods. 
THE CAMEL SHOW 














ries, its first dramatic stanza. Every Friday Nite, 9:30 E.S.T., NBC 
adapting French novels. Also Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
planned is expansion of “Gai 

| Paris” from 15 to 30 minutes. : 
| _ Advisory board includes Ted FOR RENT 

| Cott, WNEW, N. Y,, chairman; | Spacious bedroom facing CPW at 93rd 


Street, sare J-room = apariient, 
Grand pianos, ideal for musician. 
femele only, reasonable rental. Refer- 
ences required. 

Write Box V-1066, Variety, 154 West 


46th Street, New York 19, N. Y- 


Gene King, WCOP, Boston; Ber- 
nard Musnik, WLW Cincinnati: 
Arnold Hartley, WOV. Art Ford 


WNEW, and Seymour i 
| WNYC, all of N. Y, — 
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DUFFY CHAMPIONS 
LIVE TELE VS. FILM 


Live television has a greater im- 
pact than film, BBD&O prexy Ben 
Duffy told the Radio Executives 
Club of N. Y. last week. He said 
that he “likes to feel that I am 


resent at what is going on” and 
Fiat even fluffs on live TV add to 
the feeling of spontaneity. 


' will add its first film series. 
Feb. 2 the station will launch | 


“The great. talent concentrated. 


on the Coast—Jack Benny, Bob 
Hope, Phil Harris, Amos ’n’ Andy, 
Fibber McGee, Groucho Marx and 
others—have been wise in waiting 
until they can be presented live,” 
Duffy said. “A comedian told me 
that kinescope recordings are 85% 
as good as live video, but that only 
means you’ve got to be 15°% better 
than you are before you start.” 
The agency topper indicated 
that.he wouldn’t be surprised if 
TV rates continued to soar, but 
added that advertisers are wiiling 
to pay more if they can be assured 
that the impact will deliver great- 
er sales at a lower cost. “It is the 


net cost per sale which is signifi- | 


eant,” Duffy declared. “If TV can 


deliver sales at a low net cost per, 


sale, $40,000, $50,000, or $60,000 
programs could be justified. The 
question is, can the medium de- 
liver? The indications point to 
the affirmative.” 

However, Duffy pointed out, the 
advertiser has a choice of media 
and if video costs go too high, ap- 

ropriations might be shifted from 

‘V to AM or printed media. 

On the question of frequency 
and impact, he said that some ad- 
vertisers would find it advan- 
tageous to have expensive hour- 
long shows on alternate weeks 
while others would gain from less 
eostly shows with greater fre- 
quency. 
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which recently advertised its 16- 
inch table model for $375, is now 
letting it go at $300. Their 10-inch 
set slid from $200 to $180, while 
the 1212-inch model took the same 
$20 decrease to $250. As a new 
selling feature they are offering an 
“electronic magnifier” which will 
eliminate distortion in large tube 
sets. 

Phileco is meeting other manu- 
facturers prices by offering a 16- 
inch table model at $300, even 
though it meant a reduction of 
$120 from the recently advertised 
price. The 1242-inch tube retails 
for $200. 

Most manufacturers are aban- 
doning production of eight-inch 
and under tubes, while Philco and 
Admiral have announced they will 
discontinue their 10-inch line and 
concentrate on large screen assem- 
bly. Popular with all tele-pro- 
ducers are the new 12'2-inch and 
16-inch rectangular tubes. Notic- 
ably absent from the manufactur- 
ing lineup were projection type 
video sets. RCA, however, is still 
piugging their 15 x 20 inch screen 
set for $100 less than last year at 
$795. 


| NBC-TV Sat. Nite 
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affiliation agreements would apply 
in all cases except for the method 
of payment. Web told the FCC 
that, under the affiliation pacts, 
each station would reserve the 
right to cancel any program or 
part of a program it desired, in 
order to run in a local or public 
service show. Thus, NBC con- 
tended, its offer could not be 
construed as monopolistic. As for 
the method of payment, NBC 
claimed its offer of paying a per- 
centage of the rate card for the 
entire two-and-half hours,  in- 
stead of for each half-hour indi- 
dividually, is in line with its regu- 
lar network payment schedule. 

As for DuMont’s claim that NBC 
Was trying to buy out the former's 
network from under it, NBC alieg- 
ed that DuMont chief Mortimer E. 
Loewi, who had signed the FCC 
complaint, was apparently misin- 
formed. Offer to DuMont was only 
for WDTV and not for the net- 
work. And, NBC pointed out, the 
Pitt outlet has been taking some 
NBC shows for some time and 
thus is listed as an NBC affiliate, 
even though it is wholly owned by 
DuMont, - - - - - - 





WOR-TV’s ‘Night Book’ 
Drama, Film Series Set 


WOR-TV, N.Y., is booking -its 
first weekly dramatic show and 
On 
“Night Book,” 


half-hour stanza 


written and produced by whodunit | 
scripter Stedman Coles based on! 
stories of life in a Gotham office | 
| building 


eats 5 Se 


Although the original policy of 
WOR-TV has been to use no films 
not produced specially for video, 
the station will start cross-the- 
board screening of old reels on 
“Comedy Carnival,” beginning 
Tuesday (24). Among the stars in 
the features are Buster Keaton, 
Milton Berle, Bob Hope and Bert 
Lahr. 





Detroit — Toby David, CKLW 
disk jockey, seems to have become 
the official outlet for the works of 
Wilbert Harden “The Bard of 
Belleville’ David read two of 
Harden’s poems “Sears” and “Who 
Is Santa Claus” months ago and 
5,000 requests for copies poured in 
from listeners. The Michigan poet 
charges nothing for the copies. 


ON RECORDED MEETINGS 


Akron, Jan. 17. 
Akron City Council has agreed 
_to permit radio stations to record 
council meetings for later broad- 
casts. However, they did not au- 
thorize any live broadcasts from 
the council chambers. Radio an- 
nouncer 
'WHKK, Akron, is credited with 
breaking the ice. It seems he took 
a portable recorder to:a Council 
session and placed the microphone 
on a table near the law makers. 

Council previously was wary of 
permitting its sessions to be aired. 
“Who gave permission for this ses- 
sion to be broadcast?” asked one 
councilman. Another chimed in, 
saying he was also about to ask 
the same question. Then it dawned 
on the objectors that their words 
were being recorded, and they 
quieted down. 

Later in the meeting, a motion 
was passed without dissent permit- 
ting Council sessions to be record- 
ed by stations. After the vote, 
Pierson revealed that he had failed 
to plug in the recording machine. 





AKRON CITY COUNCIL OK 
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| 
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NBC's 
William Pierson, of | 





Tele Chatter 





Only television stage set to be| 


represented in Aline Bernstein’s 
new books, “Stages of the World,” 
is one designed by Bob Wade for 
“Last War,” produced in 
1947 by veepee John F. Royal... 
Charles Randall pacted for a role 


|in NBC-TV’s “Big Story” Jan. 20 


‘ Scripter Ernest Lehman re- 
ceived the award on “Chevrolet 
Tele-Theatre’” Monday night (16) 
for the best story presented on the 
series in the final quarter of 1949. 
Winning tale was Lehman’s Cos- 
mopolitan magazine short story, 
“The Unguarded Moment,” in 
which Paul Lukas and Valerie 
Bettis starred on video . .. Chief 
execs of General Motors will be 
introduced to video audiences by 
Tex McCrary and Jinx Falkenburg 
on CBS-TV tomorrow night 
(Thurs.), when the web picks up 
part of the “‘Motors and Melodies” 
GM show at the Waldorf-Astoria 

. Franklin Pulaski pacted to 
emcee the “Telephone Game,” 
half-hour across-the-board series 
aired by WFIL-TV, Philadelphia. 


Since the show goes on at 4 p.m., 
Pulaski will commute five days 


weekly, staying in N. Y. in the 
mornings to continue his film nar- 
ration work and for radio shows 
... World Video prez Henry White 
on the Coast to round up top- 
name guest talent for “Celebrity 
Time,” bankrolled on the ABC-TV 
web Sunday nights by Goodrich 
through BBD&O ... Allan Black, 
TV chief for the Cayton agency 
since 1947, upped to radio and tele 
director, replacing Earle McGill, 
who died recently ... “Fishing and 
Hunting Club of Air” retitled 
“Sports for All” to make it more 
inclusive, on both the Thursday 
night radio show via Mutual and 
DuMont’s Friday night video pro- 
gram... Dick Shack left the Max- 
well Sackheim agency to join El- 
liott Nonas as radio-TV chief... 
Ray Mulderick joined the cast of 
DuMont’s “Captain Video”... 
Screen Gems, Inc., signed by 
Young & Rubicam to produce a 
series of five video spots for Bor- 
den’s. 
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JOE CUMMISKEY 
6:00 - 8:00 PM 
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8.00 - 10.00 PM 
10:00 - 12:00 PM 
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SHOW AFTER SHOW 
AFTER SHOW! 


hour after hour every hour!— 


every day! 


EMERY DEUTSCH 
1:00 - 3:00 PM 
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24 star-studded hours a day! 


tudded minute! 
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Temperance Forces | 


Continued from page 23 








Life and Health, testified that ra- 
dio spot announcements, “carefully 
sandwiched into the matinee swing 
sessions to which millions of boys 
and girls listen” are being poured 


out by “silver-throated announc- 
ers” putting “all the persuasive 
modulation and mellowness into 
their sales talk that their vocal 
chords can command.” 

“The kids go for it, too,” he 
said 

The Rev. Dutton S. Peterson of 
the New York State Council of 
Churche charged that present- 
day liquor advertising “has ex- 


ceeded all bounds of decency, hon- 
and fair play,” and has be- 
come” a giant octopus with ten- 
tacles reaching into almost every 
avenue of life.” 

There is almost no escape from 
its constant bombardment, even in 
“temperance territory,” over the 
air waves and by other media, he 
said, 

Opposition to the measure came 
from the liquor industry, brewers, 
wine makers, brewery and distil- 
lerv unions, advertising organiza- 
tions, publishers, hotel and tavern 
operators, and hotel and restaurant 
employes’ unions. 

These interests challenged the 
bill's constitutionality, charged dis- 
crimination against a lawful indus- 
trv, saw it as a wedge to restore 
prohibition, denied that drinking 
has lessened in dry areas, and 
feared that passage would cause 
serious harm to their operations. 

Glenwood J. Sherrard, prexy of 
the Parker House of Boston, testi- 
fying for the American Hotel Assn., 
said the bill wouid cripple promo- 
tion of cocktail lounges and restau- 
rants and force out of employ- 
ment large numbers of musicians, 
variety entertainers, waitresses, 
etc. 

R. E. Joyce, prexy of the Dis- 
tilled Spirits Institute, said mem- 
bers of DSI do no advertising in 
Sunday newspapers, do not use 
pictures or reference to women in 
advertising. do not advertise in re- 


esty 


ligious publications, and refrain 
from using radio or television to 


advertise distilled spirits. (Schen- 
ley is not a member of DSI.) 
John Dwight Sullivan, general 
counsel for the Advertising Feder- 
ation of America, testified the 
measure “strikes at the very heart” 
of the advertising business. If 
passed, he said, it would ‘“abso- 
lutely prevent all radio advertis- 
ing of alcoholic beverages,:no mat- 
ter how inoffensive the advertis- 
ing, since there is no way of stop- 
ping a radio wave at a state line.” 
The Langer bill, introduced by 
Sen. William Langer (R.-N.D.), 
would bar use of radio, television, 
newsreel, film, records, newspa- 
pers and magazines for advertising 








alcoholic beverages. The present 
hearings are the third on such leg- 











islation. Previous efforts have 
died in committee. 
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grabbing the biz. But with the cur- 
rent financial confusions attending 
TV operations, it’s argued that any 


kind of biz to heip erase the red 

ink doldrums is justifiable. 
Apparently For is so happy 

with the results that the dealers 


have already mapped February and 
March compaigns as well, with 
other bankrollers eyeing the tech- 
nique. From the Ford Dealers’ 
standpoint, the advantages of such 
concentrated show-buying are eas- 
ily apparent In an era when 
choice time for spot announce- 
ments is at a premium, with sta- 
tions in all major markets report- 
ing a sellout, the dealers are en- 
joying the benefits of established 
shows and ratings. 

Even before the Ford 
Mutual recognized the advantages 
accruing to the web through the 
one-shot billings hypo by pacting 
a Paramount deal for the “Samson 
and Delilah” premiere in New 
York and the New Year’s Eve five- 
minute sale to 20th-Fox to plug the 
film company’s “12 O’Clock High.” 


move-in 














Sarnoff 








hasn’t been averse to projecting 
himself into the public relations 
end when feeling the record needs 
“straightening out.” It’s recalled 
that when Walter Winchell a 
couple months back printed the 
fact that RCA was preparing to 
move into Columbia’s LP disk bail- 
iwick, Folsom himself registered a 
vehement denial with WW, and 
won a retraction, although two 
weeks ago RCA officially § an- 
nounced it was jumping aboard 
the LP bandwagon. 
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sary requisite to considering a 
transfer application. 

As to “freedom of speech” ques- 
tions raised against its action, the 
Commission said the question “is 
not one of Richards’ private views 
and his right to express them, but 
rather whether Richards, whatever 
his own views, has and will ade- 
quately discharge the responsibility 
of a licensee.” 

The agency pointed out that 
Richards had adequate time to 
prove that the transfer should be 
allowed without necessity of a} 
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' mercial. 


self. 


| 
hearing. “We apprised the appli- 
eants more than a year ago of the | 


nature of the allegations whieb 
have been made concerning the 
stations,” it stated, “and have re- 
ceived various statements and rep- 
resentations from and on behalf of 
Richards and the licensees con- 
cerning the matter. The material 
and arguments which have been 
presented fail, however, in our 
opinion, to resolve in favor of the 
licensees important questions as 
to their qualifications.” 

Since the Commission announced 
last July, after postponing hear- 
ings originally scheduled to be 
held last March, that it would pro- 
ceed the ease, negotiations 
were reported under way for the 
sale of two of Richards’ stations 
However, none of the reported 
deals jelled 


with 
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something of a following, has in- 
vaded the nighttime field with a 
half-hour format after having been 
off the air for aimost a year. It 
will probably find the competition 
a lot tougher. On the preem Mon- 
day (16) Peg Lynch, who scripts 
the stanza in addition to playing 
Ethel, seems to have been handi 
capped by the problem of adapting 
the 15-minute format to a 30-min- 
ute segment. The situation which 
was developed was not strong 
enough to sustain interest for the 
full period. 

The thin story line had Albert 
taking up, at his doctor’s sugges- 
tion, a new hobby—duck hunting. 
His purchasing of a mess of hunt- 
ing gear, struggling to make de- 
coys, the couple’s freezing and 
frustrating night in the wilds and 


|their bag of a solitary fowl pro- 


vided only moderately amusing 
material. There were a few good 
moments, but these were scattered. 
The studio audience’s_ reaction, 
usually a fair indication of a com- 
edy’s effeetiveness, was lukewarm. 

Miss Lynch and Alan Bunce, who 


timing and milked what laughs 


‘could be gotten from the script, 


but the basic ingredients lacked 


real flavor. Music of Ralph Nor-'! 


man’s orch was used to good comic 
effect, underlining the by-play_ be- 
tween husband and wife. __Bril. 


THE TOMMY BARTLETT SHOW 

With Bartlett; Hal Lansing, an- 
nouncer 

Director: Keith Fires 

15 Mins.; Mon-thru-Fri., 2:20 p.m. 


| SAWYER’S BAKER BOY CRACK- 


ERS 


| WGN, Chicago 


(George H. Hartman) 
Reviving a program 
Bartlett started before the war, 
and which he took up again when 
he returned from service, only to 
bow out later, this 15-minute inter- 
view show is the average house- 
wife’s delight. 

Aired from Chi’s 
Guild Bartlett jokes and _ jibes 
with his middle-aged clubwomen 
audience, asking such questions as, 


| ‘What time of year does your bus- 
‘band change his winter under- 
| wear?” 


Bartlett’s fine chance for 
a followup gag is sometimes de- 
stroyed by the inane replies of his 
giggling guests. Undaunted, he 
shows ability to get rid of a lemon 
in a hurry, or to ad lib yock-pro- 
voking quips from the most 
meagre laugh material. His chuck- 
ling voice and friendly way have 
much appeal for this type of audi- 
ence. High-pitched squeals and 
laughter are a measure of his suc- 


cess, | 


Too much of the program is com- 
Announcer Hal Lansing 
ready copy for two lengthy spiels, 
intermingled with long-winded 
plugs by Bartlett for an electric 
blanket giveaway that leaves lis- 
teners itching to return to the pro- 
gram fare. Quickies are worked 


_ in after each interview with pre- 
| sentation of sponsors product to 


departing guests. | 

Show is good enough to sell it- 

Longrun use of extensive 

commercials might hamper it. 
Hado. 
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'Benny—I did sound a critical note 


once, and Benny put me on his 
program to prove that I was mis- 


| guided—but did I ever belittle his 


work? Or Fred Allen? Or Burns 
and Allen? Or the Philharmonic, 
before or after it became a spon- 
sored program? 

I did once try to kid the attempt 


| made to popularize the subject of 


Tommy 


Home Arts 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


What may already be the lonesomest show in town—WOR's new 
policy of straight hillbilly tunes from 2 to 5 a.m. 





Unique birthday publicity stunt for Edgar Bergen’s Charlie Me. 
Carthy, in which all moppets between six and 14 in greater N. Y. named 
Charlie McCarthy will participate, has been set for Saturday afternoon 


(21). 


Kids are to,attend a birthday party at a CBS theatre for the 


usual birthday feast and a special show. _ 
Moppets are being invited to the party via recorded spots aired daily 
for the Jast week over WCBS, plus a series of public notice ads in 


N. Y. daily newspapers. 
Tex., 


last week, and flown to N. Y. 


Spots were recorded by Bergen in Houston, 


Stunt is the brainchild of Don 


Walsh of the Steve Hannagan office and is being staged by CBS, the 


D’Arcy agency and Coca-Cola 





Because of the impending negotiations with the webs and the juris- 


dictional problem it faces in the television field, the American Fed- 


eration of Radio Artists is developing greater unity. 


In the New 


York 
4 
A 


local elections, concluded last week, a majority of candidates sign: 


a statement appealing for unity among the members inthe upcomin 
negotiations and the dealings of the Television Authority with 
Statement was proposed by 


screen guilds 
by candidates representing various 


4 

the 
Leon Janney and signed 
shades of political opinion 


New officers of the local are: Alan Bunce, prez; Kenneth Banghart, 


Staats Cotsworth, Vinton Hayworth, 


Karl Swensen and Anne Seymour 


veepees; Ed Herlihy, treasurer; recording secretary, Gene Rayburn; 
and member of the national board, Ned Weaver. 


Two Gotham stations—WLIB and WFDR-FM—gave editorial support 


to the “March on Washington” for 


the fair employment practices bill. 


Lou Frankel, WFDR special events director, interviewed members of 
delegations as they arrived at Pennsylvania Statjpn, N. Y., before going 
to D. C., and aired the taped interviews on the station during the day 
WLIB carried four programs between Sunday and Tuesday plugging 


the project, in addition to spots. 


New York platter spinners will back the March of Dimes drive with 
an “All-Star Disk Jockey Parade” on the Symphony Sid program from 


midnight to 5:45 a.m. Saturday (21) 


over WJZ. 


Jocks to take part include Gene Rayburn and Dee Finch, WNEW, 
chairmen of the N. Y. deejay committee; Bill Taylor, WOR; Pat Barnes 
and Herb Sheldon, WJZ; Wayne Howell, WNBC; Allen Stuart, WMCA;: 
Willie Bryant, WHOM; Fred Robbins, WABD; Paul Brenner, WAAT; 


and Art Scanlon, WINS. 


Bob Sweeney, exec v.p. and general manager of WDSU, New Orleans, 
is in Gotham getting star talent for an ABC broadcast to mark the 


opening of the station’s new offices 


aired sometimes late in March, will 


and AM-TV studios. Show, to be 


feature Dixieland jazz. 


WDSU’s new offices will be in the old Brulatour Court, historic site 


in the French Quarter. 
it, will include a TV layout 100 by 
two AM studios. 


Studios, to be located in a new building behind 


55 feet, another 40 by 60 feet and 


There will also be complete recording facilities. 


Democratic National Committee is buying time on all fou1 networks 
plays Albert, have a fine sense of for President Truman’s address Feb. 16 at the Jefferson-Jackson Daj 


dinner in Washington. 
minutes, 


Broadcast will start at 10:30 p.m. and last 30 





Radio’s Quiz Kids bested four University of Michigan professers in s 


quiz program which dedicated the university’s new FM station WUO\Tf 


last week. 


é 


Brenda Liebling, five; Patrick Conlon, 12; Joel Kupperman, 13, and 


Lonny Lund, 14, were on the long end of a 131 to 120 score. 


The pro- 


fessors were Harry Carver, mathematician; Leo Goldberg, astronomer: 


George Kish, geographer, and Frank Huntley, English teacher. 


It was 


the third time the youngsters knocked off opponents from higher edu- 


cational institutions. 
men twice in three tries. 


They have licked University of Chicago faculty 


Early in the broadcast, Prof. Carver described himself as “the in- 
formal coach of the billiards team, but if we do all right, I teach math.” 
| They didn’t do “ali right” and the learned gentlemen beat a hasty re- 
| treat while the kids congratulated one another. 


The new radio and television room in the Senate gallery at Albany, 


N. Y., said to be the only one of its kind in a legislative hall throughout 
the country—will be used for the first time today (Wed.) when WOKO 


will originate “Meet the Press” from there. 


The room, installed in the 


west gallery as part of a $1,000,000 refurbishing of the Senate Chamber, 


has equipment for broadcasts and telecasts. 


Sen. Arthur H. Wicks, majority leader, will be interviewed by John 
Mooney, of the Albany Knickerbocker News and Gannett Service, 
Raymond L. Borst, of the Buffalo Evening News, and Jerry King, of 


the N. Y. World-Telegram and Sun. 


Edward W. Bates, of the N. Y. 


Herald-Tribune, is moderator of “Meet the Press.” 





relativity by using Col. Stoopnagle | 
as a stooge for Clifton Fadiman— 


and if that was one of radio’s no-.. 


blest efforts, how come I got a 
letter of enthusiastic praise from 
Frank Stanton for what I wrote? 
I did attack irresponsible and prej- 
udiced news commentary, but I 
did it as official representative of 
CBS, and have Paul Kesten’s writ- 
ten testimony to my fitness in that 
capactiy, 

Radio’s noblest efforts are those 
in which it serves the community 
best, by giving the fullest and most 
impartial information, the widest 
variety of entertainment. Mr. 
Robinson ought to know that crit- 
ics seldom razz radio when it does 
this. He mentions two profes- 
sional radio critics—Harriet Van 
Horne and John Crosby—saying 
that they find “little to wax rhap- 
sodic about in the course of a 
week’s listening.” Maybe it’s be- 
cause in the course of an average 
week so little of radio’s noblest 
efforts are audible. 

Fifteen years ago I defended 
commercial radio; 10 years ago I 
took my life in my hands and de- 
fended the commercial itself. To- 
day I have only one serious com- 
plaint against radio broadcasting, 
and make it only because I see the 
Same error creeping into televi- 
sion: too much of it is aimed at 
one level of intelligence and ap- 
preciation. In its special way ra- 
dio is doing what the films did— 
living on the repeated patronage 
of some people, not building 
enough new audiences to incorpo- 


rate with the big one it already 
has. 

If that’s a sign of hostility, then 
your doctor is your enemy when 
he suggests a change of diet to 
prevent fatty degeneration from 
setting in. 














“ARCHIE ANDREWS” 


SCRIPT #240 
By Carl Jampel 


CAST 
Archie ......°.Bob Hastings 
Jughead .... Harlan Stone 
Mom.......Alice Yourman 
hae ......... Art Kohli 
Veronica......Gloria Mann 
Betty...... Rosemary Rice 


* 


Director... Ken MacGregor 
Announcer..... Dick Dudley 
Organist ...George Wright 


* 


In a New Time!! 
NBC, Saturday, 7:30 P.M. 
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Upping’ of Flanagan, Cantor Into 


Victor List Reflects Bluebird Payoff 


The 49c Bluebird label, which 


RCA-Victor revived last fall in an- 
awer to the marketing of low-price 
records by Columbia and Decca, is 





beginning to pay off for that com- | 


pany. At the time the Bluebird 
sides were launched anew Victor 
felt that in addition to providing 
competition for the rival sides that 
the series could be a _ proving 
ground for new talent. Victor this 


week lifted the new Ralph Flana- | 


gan orchestra and Eddie Cantor 
from the 49c disks up to the 79c 
Victor series. 

Move in the case of Flanagan’s 


new combination was entirely due | 
to pressure from distributors and | 


dealers. Since Flanagan’s disks 
drew sales reaction almost from 
the release of its first sides, Victor 
distribs had been requesting that 
it be jumped to the higher-priced 
labels. They assured Victor that 
five times as many disks could be 
sold if the change were made. 





It’s no secret that 49c records | 


are having tough sledding sales- 
wise, mainly due to dealer resist- 
ance. Bluebird sides are sold to 
them at 34c and the profit spread 
per unit sold is much 


course, than that on the 79c issues, | 


which go to dealers at 52c. As a 
result, dealers actually avoid sell- 


ing the 49c disks if possible, figur- | .everal times to allow for and line | 


ing every such sale eliminates a 79c 
one and a greater profit. 

Victor was very reluctant to 
move both Flanagan and Cantor up 
to the 79c sides. 
ciated the dealer and distrib rea- 
sons, Flanagan particularly was a 
“lead” artist on the Bluebird label. 
The demand for:his disks was 
carrying Bluebird upward and into 
more accounts. 

Victor execs decided on _ the 
move, however, because of Flana- 

an’s “Rag Mop’-“You’ll Always 

e There” coupling, recorded last 
week. They immediately made the 
switch and at the same time moved 
faster than ever before in getting 
a disk on the market. Sides were 
recorded Thursday (12) 
York and will be on some retail 
stands today (Wed.). 


BMI, Danceries 
Air Licensing Deal 


Chicago, Jan. 17. 
Executives of. Broadcast Music 
and the music committee of the 
National Ballroom Operators Assn. 
met here last week to discuss terms 





Kapps to 0.0. Europe 


Dave Kapp, v.p. in 
Decca Records artists and reper- 
toire, takes off for Europe to- 
morrow afternoon (19) with Mrs. 


Kapp. Pair will spend two to three | 


weeks in London 
what is essentially a vacation 
jaunt, but which will be mixed 
with some business. 

It’s the Kapps’ initial trip 
abroad. They’re flying both ways. 


Film Tunes Not 
Worth the Coin 
Or Grief’: Diskers 


Continuing conflict between 
major recording companies and 
the release of the film, “The Third 
Man,” has put a brighter spotlight 
on what disk company execs em- 


and Paris on 





lower, of | phatically feel is an abuse of their 


facilities. Tussle over the mar- 
keting of “Third Man” disks has 


| been going on for weeks, with the 


release date on the wax changed 


| up with the opening of the film in 


Though it appre- | 


in New | 


' recouple 


a New York theatre. Selznick 
Releasing Organization has the 
film for the U. S. ; 

Diskers feel that while there’s 
no question that a hit tune from 
a film means a lot to them busi- 


| ness-wise, the recent ratio of film- 


born hits is low and doesn’t near 
compensate for the trouble they 
cause in many cases. It has cost 


all disk manufacturers who have | 


versions of the “Third Man” music 
a fair amount of coin so far to go 
along with Selznick’s inability to 
set the N. Y. showing date. They 
agree that Selznick couldn’t help 
that situation, but they also look 
at the cost to them. 


It isn’t easy for wax companies | 


to move release dates about. All 
recordings must have couplings, 
which are done fairly far in ad- 
vance. When film release dates are 
advanced or set back there’s almost 
always a lot of costly trouble. For 
example, Victor had the “Third 
Man” music coupled to “Wedding 
Samba,” by Irving Fields orchestra. 
But, when “Samba” began to break 


in sales for other companies, Vic- | 


tor couldn’t wait. It was forced to 
ce it with a tune titled 
“Kitty.” Since many pressings had 


‘been turned out of the original 


of BMI’s ballroom licensing deal. | 
While a fair number of danceries | 


operated by NBOA members are 
already BMI licensees there are 
many that are not because of ob- 


jection to the organization’s coin | 


terms. 

Meet resolved into the under- 
standing that the NBOA men would 
evolve a licensing pian to fit their 


requirements and that BMI would | 


consider its terms. 


There was no! 


acrimony at the confab, but BMI | 
is adamant on the subject of licens- | 


ing all ballrooms and will insist 
that the remaining ones under the 
NBOA be lined up. 

Harry Somerville, BMI director 
of licensing from New York: Stan 
Myers, BMI’s Chi rep, and NBOA 
men, Tom Archer, attorney Thomas 


Roberts and others sat in on the 
meet, 


ED WEINER SET AS 
WINS DISK JOCKEY 


Ed Weiner, songwriter, press 
&zent and author of the book “The 
Damon Runyon Story,” becomes a 
disk jockey on WINS, New York, 
next Tuesday (24) night. Weiner 
Will do a show six-nights weekly 
‘Tues.-Sun.) from the bandstand of 
the Hickory House, N. Y., midnight 
to three a.m. 

Hickory House drops its enter- 
tainment policy for the Weiner 
show, possibly retaining only a 
Piano player for the period be- 
tween 10 p.m. and midnight. 

einer will aim at top name guests 
&s well as disk spinning and the 
spot itself is preparing an entirely 
new late-hour menu in an effort 
to draw the Lindy’s type of 
Patronage, 





‘tract, the 
| Morris 
notice 


coupling, they had to be scrapped 
when “Third Man” was replaced. 
The same thing happens when 
a film release is advanced, as 
occurred last week when 20th-Fox 
assertedly moved up the release 
(Continued on page 40) 


McIntyre, Wm. Morris 
Agcy. Sued for 306 
Over Unfilled Date 


William Morris Agency and 
bandleader Hal McIntyre have been 
hit with a $30,000 damage suit 
filed by Edward C. Evans in N. Y. 
supreme court. Charging breach 
of contract, the suit stems from 
the band’s alleged non-appearance 
at the Pier Club, Ocean City, Md. 
on Dec. 4, 1947. Despite a con- 
plaintiff claims the 

Agency gave two-~-days 
that the outfit would not 
play and at the same time re- 
funded Evans’ $250 deposit. 

Year-old action same to light 
when _ Justice Carroll Walter 
granted Evans the right to examine 
the defendants before trial. No 
date was set for the examination, 
since the exact time depends upon 
when McIntyre is available. Both 
the bandleader and 
Agency will be quizzed in respect 





charge of | 


he 


| 


j 
| 
| 
| 
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LORRY RAINE 


“Don't Worry ’Bout Me’—*Re- 
laxed, smooth and fine!’—Jack the 
Bell Boy. 

John McCormick, 
cago), whose 
show is one 








WBBM 
outstanding late-hour 
of tops in country said 
the other a.m.: 
year’s most undiscovered 
who rates with the best.” 
TIM GAYLE 
(Publicity-Management) 
Sheraton Hotel, New 


SIFl, ss 


Park 








Pubs Nix RCA Bid 
For 45 Royaity Cut 


Major music publishers _ last 
week rejected a bid by RCA- 
Victor for a reduction in royalty 
rates on its pop 45 rpm disks from 
1°4c per side to lige. Victor's 
premise in seeking the cut was the 


fact that Columbia Records’ 10-| 


inch pop LP’s, which ‘use four 
songs per side, eight 
reguired to pay only 112c per song 
royalties. 

Victor added up the eight tunes 


(on one LP and eight tunes on 


the Morris | 


to entering into an oral pact which 


preceded the inked agreement. 
Books and pecords are also to be 
produced at the hearing. 





Al Rogers, folk singer on WAVE 
and WAVE-TV, Louisville, signed 
a recording contract with M-G-M; 
recording first sides in Nashville, 
doing Fred Rose's ‘Please Bring 
Back the Sunshine” and ‘Forever 
Isn't Long Enough to Love You. 


four 45 platters, compared the re- | 


‘tail price of the former, which is 
$2.85, and the retail price of four 
45s at 65c each, which would be 
$2.80, and decided it was entitled 
to the same rate of 1!c per song 
that Columbia is drawing. They 
submitted findings to Harry Fox, 
agent and trustee, and asked him 
to query pubs on their attitude. 

Publishers took the stance that 
the Columbia recordings, using 
eight tunes on one disk, is a “bulk” 
deal and as such figures to get a 
royalty break. The Victor platters 
are all singles and, while Victor’s 
arithmetic is good, the circum- 
stances are different. 





Mercury Pulls Back 
Frankie Laine Disk 
For New Coupling 


Chicago, Jan. 17. 

Mercury Records pulled an 
abrupt about-face early this week 
on a new Frankie Laine recording, 
hastily recalling copies sent out to 
trade reviewers, ete., while it 
rushed plans to substitute another 
disk. Only reason that Mercury 
is making the change is that it 
wants to market Laine’s coupling 
of “Call of the Wild Goose” and 
“Black Lace” prior to an original 
titled “Satan Wears a Satin Gown,” 
which it figured is good at any 
time, 

Mercury had already shipped a 
goodly number of copies of the 
“Satan” disk and its employees 
were told to ask that they be ig- 
nored until a future date. 


Eckstine Heats L.A. B.0. 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 
Billy Eckstine grossed $5,500 at 
Russ auditorium, San Diego, jazz 
concert, Sunday (15). 





Previous 
day ‘Sat.) he drew $7,240 at Pasa- 
dena Civic Aud. on a 50% deal. 

Eckstine is now at the Million 
Dollar theatre, L. A., on a 50-50 
split on the gross. 





Joe Csida to Coast 

Joe Csida, head of RCA-Victor’s 
artists and repertoire, leaves New 
York for the Coast Friday (20). 
It’s Csida’s initial visit to Victor’s 
Hollywood studios since taking 
over the a. & r. division of the 
company. Walt Heebner is Vic- 
tor’s western head. 

Csida will be in Hollywood two 


.to three weeks. 





Oscar Hill Seriously Ill 


Cincinnati, Jan. 17. 
Oscar Hill, member of the 





ithreat for the presidency 
| AFM, is seriously ill in the hospital 


(Chi- | 


“Lorry Raine is the} 


York | 


in all, are} 


|'American Federation of Musicians 


executive board and a frequent 
of the 


here. Hill suffered a heart attack 
on top of Bright’s Disease and 
|other complications. 

Hill, 48, has been leader of the 
AFM faction in this city for years 





Theatre Execs, 
N. Y. Local 802 — 
Mull Bandshows 


Executives of New York Local 
802 of the American Federation of 
Musicians and representatives of 
various Broadway vaudfilm thea- 
tres have been meeting on the sub- 
ject of 802’s recently-inaugurated 
rule barring “travelling” bands 
from N. Y. houses unless a band 
of 802 men is also employed, or 
standbys are paid. Two factions 
had one meeting last week and 
will have another Friday (20), out 
of which a compromise may come. 
| Sinee union insisted on 802 
combos in the houses, neither have 
played what might be termed a top 
/name band, since the majority of 
the latter are travelling outfits 
and the theatres are legally barred 
from paying standbys for work 
that isn’t performed, because of 
the Taft-Hartley Act. Claude 
Thornhill, who recently played the 
Paramount, and Vaughn Monroe, 
currently at the Strand, were 
given 802 permission to perform 
despite their travelling - band 
status, because the dates were 
owed on previous commitments, 
written before 802 incurred its 
rule. 

However, with the theatres un- 
able to use top names due to the 
802 rule, they felt that the local’s 
execs would be amenable to some 
compromise calling for a certain 
number of weeks each year de- 
voted to 802 combos and a cer- 
tain number open to travelling 
|bands. This is the basis of the 
!eurrent confabs, which are empha- 
sized as being very cordial, and 
it may be worked out that way. 





Petrillo Scores Dean 
Of Northwestern U For 
Crack Against AFM 


Cincinnati, Jan. 17. 

Slapping back at critics of 
American Federation of Musicians’ 
policies, president James C. 
Petrillo informed the American 
Conference of Academic Deans, in 
session here last week, that his 
union’s membership is open to “ail 
who render musical services of any 
kind for pay” and that he “has a 
militant interest in education for 
today’s youth.” 

Petrillo’s message was in a tele- 
gram to Dean Simeon C. Leland of 
Northwestern who had previously 
raked the AFM head. Petrillo 
charged Dean Leland with being 
“guilty of a most unacademic error 
in citing ‘Petrillo-like economics’ 


as a symbol of restraint upon 
youthful practitioners of their 
careers.” 

| “The public has been bom- 


| barded with propaganda for years 
| seeking to identify me with every 
i kind of unfair labor practice, and 
I have seldom troubled myself and 
the 237,000 musicians I am priv- 


ileged to represent,” the AFM 
chief wired. “But when respon- 
sibie educators, dedicated  pro- 


fessionally and morally te dealing 
with facts, perpetuate such miscon- 
ceptions as eontained in your 
academic report, I feel you should 
| be confronted with the records.” 


Over 300 Coast ASCAP ites Petition 
For Seat on Society Bd. for Gilbert 


+ A petition signed by over 300 


songwriter members of the Holly- 
wood contingent of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 


Publishers, urging that L. Wolfe 


Gilbert be placed on the Society’s 
board of directors, has been re- 
ceived by ASCAP heads in New 
York. Signatures on the petition 
include a majority of the Society’s 
foremost writer members living or 
working on the Coast. 

ASCAP execs in N. Y. will not 
hazard any conclusions, if they have 
any, as to the reason for the move. 
It’s obvious, however, that the idea 
is to place one of their number in 
a position from which he can ob- 
serve current ASCAP operations 
and keep the Coast group in- 
formed. 

The western writers, 
than eastern members in 
category, have been deeply con- 
cerned with the U. S. Dept. of 
Justice’s insistence on revising 


more so 


writer classifications before the 
new ASCAP consent decree _ is 
completed. They are dead set 


against any changes in the method 
of distributing writer income, un- 
less it adheres fairly closely to the 
current setup or at least main- 
tains to a fair extent current in- 
dividual incomes. 

Gilbert was a member of the 
writer faction of the board at one 
time. How he could be placed on 
it again and remain living on the 
Coast is unexplained, since there's 
no word that he’d move to N. Y. 
if he did join the board. Society’s 
ruling group meets once monthly 
and it’s unlikely that Gilbert could 
attend every meet, unless the Coast 
contingent were figuring on under- 
writing his expenses. Gilbert cur- 
rently comes east once quarterly, 
at ASCAP’s expense, to meet with 
eastern heads and find out what's 
going on. This is in his capacity 
as chairmar of the western faction. 


) Cardholders 
On MPCE Carpet 


Music Publishers Contact Em- 
ployees union had two cardholders 
on the carpet last week during two 
separate emergency meetings of 
its Council, for being seen con- 
tacting maestro Vincent Lopez. 
Leader, now at the Taft hotel, New 
York, was placed on the MPCE’s 
“unfair list’ two weeks ago and 
MPCE men were barred from see- 
ing him for the purpose of secur- 
ing song performances. 

Pair of members called before 
the council were asked to explain 
their actions and got off with a 
reprimand and a promise of more 
drastic penalties if they continued 
tc ignore the union ukase. Neither 
was identified. 

Lopez and the MPCE, incidental- 
lv, have had no conversations rela- 
tive to the leader being marked 
out of bounds to MPCE members. 
He’s been invited to explain his 
side of the story, but so far has not 
done so. 


SPITALNY ORCH FOR 
AMBASSADOR, L.A. 


Phil Spitalny’s all-girl orchestra 
goes into the Ambassador hotel, 
Los Angeles, April 4 for four 
weeks. It’s the first time Spitalny’s 
charmers have played a dance date 
of that type. Over the past holi- 
days the group played the Last 
Frontier, Las Vegas, the first time 
it ever worked a nitery. Spitalny 
has been booked back into the 
Frontier, incidentally, for next 
Xmas. 

Spitalny will play a string of 
concerts across country enroute to 
the Ambassador. They're being 
set up by Harry Squires, who han- 
dles the band for concerts. Joe 
Glaser’s Associated Booking set 
the Ambassador and_ Frontier 
dates. 











Barry Ulanov, his wife, Joan Ula- 
nov, and Barbara Hodgkins are 


listed as co-directors of the\New 
Jazz Society, Inc., reeently formed 
music publishing firm in N. Y. 
Outfit has a capital stock of 200 
shares with no par value. 





that | 
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Ralph Flanagan Orchestra “Rag 
Mop"-“ You're Always There” (Vic- 
Best pops this sharply rising 


tor). : 
new band has come up with so far. 
The “Rag Mop” novelty is moving 


fast via the Ames Bros. (Coral) 
tting, but Flanagan’s, on Victor 


cu ‘ ‘ 
instead of the Bluebird series, 
should at least equal it in popu- 


jarity for it’s an excellent dance 
version as well as a novel vocal. 


Fntire band choruses the lyric. 
Reverse is also strong. A ballad 
that looks promising, Flanagan 
does “There” in smart fashion 


with a Harry Prime vocal. 

Bing Crosby-Russ Morgan Orch 
“pig Movie Show In the Sky’- 
“yodel Blues” (Decca). Whether 
these two show tunes (“Texas Lil’ 
Darlin’) have what it takes to hit 
solidly a guess. But, Crosby 
gives smart b.o. perform- 
ances. “Movie” side has a color- 
ful punch on a light up-tempo 
beat, pushed by the Morganaires 
and Morgan’s band. “Yodel” is 
even cuter, on a slower beat, also 


is 
both 


with the Morganaires. Both po- 
tentials. 

Jo Stafford “Diamonds Are a 
Girl's Best Friend’-“Open Door- 
Open Arms” (Capitol). “Dia- 
monds” is one of the two socko 
material tunes from the _ show, 


“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.” Its 
potentialities in the pop field are 
problematical, but it gets every 
chance to work its way high from 
Miss Stafford, the Starlighters and 
Paul Weston’s orchestra. A lively 
tempo and bright chorusing behind 
the singer make it a highly listen- 
able item. Reverse is a pop bal- 
lad launched by the Andrews Sis- 
ters (Decca). Singer gives the 
{une a commercial push with the 
Starlighters and Weston aiding. 
Doris Day-Ray Noble Orch “I 
Don’t Wanna Be Kissed”-“With 
You Anvwhere You Are” (Colum- 
bia). The “I Don’t Wanna” side 
is a solid potential. A cute ma- 
terial item neatly polished off by 
Miss Day and Ray Noble’s orches- 


tra and unbilled voices, it forms 
one of the best things she’s done 


recently and it has a real chance. 
3acking, a ballad, doesn’t seem to 
earry much hit power; whatever 
happens to it would be on the basis 
of the fine performance the singer 
gives it, backed smartly by Noble 

King Cole-Nellie Lutcher “Can 
1 Come In”’-“For You My Love” 
(Capitol). A new pairing by Cap 
and two swell sides, either of 
which have a good chance with 
jocks and jukes. “Can I,” a rhyth- 
mic doorstep plea in music is an 
enjoyable tune of its type and the 
two singers give it an ingratiating 
going over, with bouncing orches- 
tral accompaniment. “For You” 


gets a heavier beat and could be | 


an even bigger side for the tune is 
solid and the performance like- 
wise, 

Vera Lynn “So This Is Love’- 
“Speak a Word of Love” (London). 
“Love” is from Walt Disney's “Cin- 
derella.” a melody that’s likely to 
live a lot longer than any other 
from that film. And Miss Lynn 
does it with a lot of vocal charm, 
making it an immediate potential 
‘Vaughn Monroe cut it for Victor). 
She's backed excellently by Rob- 
ert Farnon’s orchestra. “Speak a 
Word” is also well done, but it’s 
no more impressive than under 
prior cuttings. 

Guy Lombardo “Raindrop Sere- 
nade” - “La Golondrina” (Decca). 
“Raindrop” is solely instrumental. 
@ twin piano item similar to the 
band’s “Humoresque” and likely 
to grab as long a wax life. Jocks 
will find it excellent programming 
rather than a pop-type hit. “Gol- 
ondrina” is the same stuff on a 
slower beat. 


Gordon MacRae “Half a Heart’- | 


“Poisin Ivy” (Capitol). MacRae 
and two hillbilly-types on one disk 
is a new twist. But he makes po- 
teniials out of both, slicing “Heart” 
on a ballad beat in what might be 
termed an “intimate” approach, 
backed by the Starlighters and 
Paul Weston’s crew. “Poisin” is 
Pushed along on an up-beat and 
is a good job, excepting for a 
lightly wrought lyric. 

.Pesey Lee “My Small Senor”- 
When You Speak With Your 
Eyes” (Capitol). Miss Lee and 
Spouse Dave Barbour wrote both 
these tunes. “My Small Senor” 
Parlicularly is a hefty potential. 
A side reminiscent of Miss Lee's 
Manana,” it’s on a rhumba beat 
end her vocal is couched in a Mex- 
accent. It's a really good cut. Re- 
verse sells, too. Miss Lee delivers 
n her own style and though the 
tune is not as good it has a chance. 
Dave Barbour and the Guadalajar 
OYS accomp, 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By BERNIE WOODS 








Platter Pointers 
Jan Garber’s “Dinah” (Capitol) 
an excellent disk of its type, vo- 
called by Ernie Mathias and bands- 
men... Les Brown’s “Carioca” is 
the closest he’s come so far to 
duplicating “I’ve Got My Love to 

Keep Me Warm” (Columbia) 
June Hutton’s initial solo disk for 
Decca is a good version of “Bees 


Are Buzzin’,” but she’s not good at | 


blues-style, as evidenced bv her 
“For You My Love”. . . Jubilaires 
rolled out a fine version of. “Piano 
Roll Blues” for Capitel . Ar- 
thur Godfrey's first Columbia pair- 
ing in some time are fair cuts of 
“California Is Wonderful” and 
“I’m Going Back to Whur I Come 
From” Sonny Parker does a 
solid vocal of “I Almost Lost My 
Mind” with Lionel Hampton’s or- 
chestra (Decca) . Esy Morales 
flute and band sell colorfully on 
“Snake Pit’-“Zimba” (Decca) .. . 
Benny Strong may find himself 


with another light sleeper in 
“W ho’s Your Little Who-Zis” 
(Capitol) . . . Ditto Robert Clary’s 


“Do It Again” (Capitol) . . . Billy 
Williams, Bob Haggart’s orchestra 
and “Sweet Talkin’ Georgia Gal” 


,and “After I’ve Called You Sweet- 


heart” form a strong combination 
for disc jocks who pay attention 
to programming ... Art Tatum’s 
“Cocktails for Two” and “I Ain't 
Got Nobody” reissued by Bruns- 
wick . . . Starlighters cut a rather 
limp “Rag Mop” (Capitol): easily 
topped by Roy Hogshed side for 
same label Another comical 
side for jocks is Smilin’ Eddie 
Hill’s “Bless Your Little Thumpin’ 
Gizzard” (Decca). 

Standout western, hillbilly, race, 
polka, blues, ete.: Grant Jones 
“Crying Good Morning Blues” 
(Decca). Blue-Lu Barker “Bow- 
Legged Daddy” (Capitol) .. . Er- 
nest Tubb. “I Love You Because” 
(Decca)... Gene Wisniewski Orch 


“Wine Polka” (Dana)... Walter 
— “New Style Baby” (Capi- 
ol). 





Children’s Digest, Inc. chartered 
to conduct a magazine and music 
publishing business in New York. 
with capital stock of $20,000, $100 
par value. Fenneliy, Lowenstein. 
Engelhard & Pitcher were filing at- 
torneys at Albany. 
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4. DEAR HEARTS, GENTLE 


5. SLIPPIN’ AROUND (8) 


10. THAT LUCKY OLD SUN 


ECHOES (Laurel) 


ENVY 
WAY BACK HOME (BVC) 


(Encore) 


CREEL oS ao ee 2 


RAG MOP (Hill & Range) 
1 SAID MY PAJAMAS (Leeds) 


WEDDING SAMBA (Duchess) 


WE'LL BUILD A BUNGALOW 
MARTA (E. B. Marks) 


SATURDAY NIGHT FISH FRY 
JOHNSON RAG (Miller) 


CHARLIE MY BOY (Bourne) 
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3. THERE'S NO TOMORROW (7) (Paxton) 


(Peer-Int.) 

6. OLD MASTER PAINTER (6) (Robbins) 
7. I WANNA GO HOME (2) (Paxten) 
8. DON’T CRY JOE (12) (Harms) 


9 MULE TRAIN (10) (Disney) 


SHE WORE YELLOW RIBBON (Regent) 


BLUES STAY AWAY FROM ME (Lois) 
GOT LOVELY BUNCH COCOANUTS (Cornell) 


“Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending Jan. 7) 
London, Jan. 10. 
Breaking My Heart.. Sterling 
Harry Lime Theme. . Chappell 


Hop Seotch Polka Leeds 
| Forever and Ever. F. D. & H. 
Confidentially New World 
I'll String Along Feldman 
Garden of Weeds. Box & Cox 
Snowy White Snow Reid 
I Don’t See Me Connelly 
Wedding Samba Leeds 
Is It Too Late Cinephonic 
Mon., Tues., Wed Dash 


Second 12 


Our Love Story Carolin 
Leicester Sq. Rag Norris 
Why Is It Cinephonie 
Buy Killarney P. Maurice 
Last Mile Home Leeds 
Kiss In Your Eyes. . Bosworth 
Dear Hearts Morris 
Scottish Samba Sun 
Down in Glen Wright 
Song of Capri Chappell 


Box & Cox 
New World 


RCA’s Royalty 
To Pubs Up 11% 


RCA-Victor’s fourth quarter roy- 
alty payment to publishers jumped 
approximately 11% above the com- 
pany’s returns for the third quar- 
ter of ‘49. Figures do not include 
the month of December, when the 
Xmas buying is at its peak. since 
Victor’s year ends Nov. 30, the 
final quarter covering September 
to November. 

Statenrent indicated the lethar- 
gic business up into the beginning 
of December, which bothered all 
disk companies. since Victor’s final 


Bunch of Cocen’ts 
Jealous Heart 








quarter of ‘49 was only 13% 
above the same period of 1948. 
And it must be remembered that 


the American Federation of Musi- 
cians record ban didn’t end until 
Dec. 6, 48. prior to which record 
sales were in a lull. 

Victor’s statement to pubs 
doesn’t clearly differentiate  be- 
tween 45 rpm disks and the regu- 
lar 78 rpm platters, so the per 
centage of sales in each speed can- 
not be determined. 


PEOPLE (5) (Morris) 


Andrews Sisters Decca 

{ Perry Como Victor 

) E. Wilson-Jenkins .....-- Decca 
{Tony Martin ........ Victor 
**) Alan Dale Harmony 
§ Bing Crosby , Decca 
*" nan SHOTE «.6ose%. Columbia 
{ Whitene-Walkely Capitol 

} Ernest Tubb Decca 


ee ee ee }Snooky Lainson London 
CFerey COMO  ..vavicis Victor 
ae eee }Gordon Jenkins ...... Decca 
j Gordon Jenkins ‘ Decca 
PeEICOLSFST5 46094549905 ‘1:9 teen Slamsen "otewile 
{Frankie Laine Mercury 
TULERUREECCRE rT? Te ) Bing Crosby Decca 
(19) (Robbins) Pe TORN Laene Mercury 
} Vaughn Monroe Victor 
ie 
Second Group 
{ Inkspots Decca 
TCTs CLEC eee eee eee eT eee ee eee ) Sammy .Kaye........... Victor 
{Fran Warren ....... Victor 
TUTE TEETER CCT ORT Peer eT | Buddy Clark Columbia 
eT ereeree Core eC ee ee Crosby-Waring Decca 
§ Andrews-Morgan ..... Decca 
Tee eTeTe Cee re ee ee ee 1E. Miler Dalaba 
eee rere eee se ee ee ee Ames Bros Coral 
FEU TEESE ORT ETC CTL Te ee Martin-Warren Victor 
§ Andrews-Miranda ..... Decca 
ene we et te ee } Edmundo Ros ee... London 
(Algonquin) Johnny Long King 
awh sak eienw dekh Tony Martin Victor 
Seer ere eT ere ree ee Owen Bradley .......... Coral 
{Freddy Martin. ....... Victor 
Pa Re eT } Primo Scala baseee o> ORG 
MP ROTEENEE sb ixudsiine seule bee ealws Louis Jordan Decca 
eG. BOl .. < ceKG eR eS London 
Bocce ee ees eseeeeessesccevevcevgce ) Russ Morgan leprae Decca 


soos oe eee eereereoesreeeeeeeeaeseor 


I'LL NEVER SLIP AROUND AGAIN (Peer-Int.) 
WHY WAS I BORN (T. B. Harms) 
YOU'RE BREAKING MY HEART (22) (Algonquin) 


BIBBIDI BOBBIDI BOO (Disney) 


{ Perry Como 
/ Dinah 








| 


} 
| 


i 
j 
i 


| have been brushed 


‘45 Failed to Produce Single Small 
Label Hit as Major Diskers Ride Herd 


+ 
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| Dreyer Into Hillbilly Airs 


With New Barnhill Music 


Dave Dreyer, head of Dreyer 
Music, is going into the publication 
of hillbilly tunes. Dreyer has 
launched Barnhill Musie for that 
purpose. 

Barnhill was known as Hutchins 
Music, which Dreyer had been con- 
nected with for some time. 


Robert Arkin to Nurse 
Coin Boxes for Decca 


In Bid to Hypo Take 


Feeling that coin 
which once were the No. 1 avenue 
of exploitation for pop recordings, 
aside by the 





machines, 


current importance of disk jockeys, 


'Decea Records has set up a “Music 


{| Sinatra-Modernaires 


\ Teddy Phiilips 
lJimmy Dorsey 
Whiting-Wakely 
Vic 
Vie Damone 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been tn the Top 10.) 
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Operators Department.” Division 
will be headed Robert 
who has been with Decea in vari- 


ous sales capacities for the past 11 


by Arkin, 


years. 

It will be Arkin’s job to travel 
the country, keeping in close touch 
with individual coin machine oper- 
ators and the various regiona) as- 
sociations that represent them. He 
will specialize in servicing ops and 
seeing to it that Decca’s disks get 
the best possible coverage. 

Coin boxes are still an important 
avenue of promotion and _ sales, 
though not near as valuabie as be- 
fore the war. Disk joekey exploi- 
tation has become so powerful a 
means of reaching the public that 
many coin ops now insert in their 
machines only those disks that be- 
come popular on the jockey shows 
in their areas. 





Spencer Music Corp. chartered 
print, bind and publish music 
and music books, with offices in 
New York. Capital stock, 100 
shares, no par value. Henry Hof- 
heimer filing attorney at 


Albany. 


to 


was 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines .Wee* #2". 14 
1. I CAN DREAM CAN’T I (17) (Chappell) 
DREAMER’S HOLIDAY (8) (Shapiro-B)..... 


Columbia 


To don 
Lonaor 
Columbia 
Capitol 
Damone Mercury 
pie ee Mercury 
Victor 
Columbia 


Shore 
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Independent record companies, 
which had a field day during the 
late years of the war and shortly 
thereafter, coming up with a fairly 
consistent string of hits and beat- 
ing the major diskers at their own 
game, have been smot. ered almost 
completely by their big rivals. The 
list of bestsellers covering the en- 
tire year of 1949 list one 
smail label able to break through 
the barrier of top name artists on 
Decca, Victor, Capitol, 
Mercury, M-G-M and London plat- 
ters. 

In fact, the indies haven't come 


doesn't 


Columbia, 


up with a sizable hit since the 
Damon recording of “My Happi- 
ness” by Jon and Sondra Steele. 


In every other case in which an in- 
die disk began making sales noise, 
it was quickly smothered by a ma- 
jor release of the same tune. Per- 
haps the only indie to gain any 
sort of attention was the Supreme 
label, which produced the Paula 
Watson recording of “A _ Little 
Bird Told Me.” This disk unques- 
tionably launched that tune, but 
Decca took most of the play away 
from it via Evelyn Knight’s cutting, 
using the same formula, a circum- 
stance that promptéd Supreme to 
sue Decca ‘action hasn't come to 
trial). 

Currently, Rainbow Records. a 
small New York label, has achieved 


the best-sellers, catching the ma- 
jors off-guard with a tune titled 
“Daddy’s Little Girl.” by Dick 
Todd. This disk, however, was 
caused by another indie—the lo- 
calized success” given Henry 


Jerome’s original Celebrity label 
recording of the tune. Jerome's 
recording has been taken over by 
London Records. tainbow, how- 
ever, launched another within the 
past couple weeks that the majors 
may eventually be forced to record. 


It’s titled, ““Music, Musie. Music,” 
recorded by Eddie Miller. 

London Records. incidentally, 
has been very active in recent 
months in buying the rights to 
masters of tunes marketed bv indie 
companies which looked good in 
sales stalls. London bought quite 
a few platters that v many of 
which, however, turned out to be 
duds. 


COL. MULLS SUCCESSOR 
TO WINTERHALTER 


Columbia Records has received 
between 20 and 25 bids for the 
musical director job vacated by 
Hugo Winterhalter, who moved 


over to RCA-Victor. Manie Sacks, 
head of the company’s pop artists 


and repertoire division, is con- 
sidering all bids, but there is as 
yet no idea on who will get the 
post. Meanwhile, Columbia is 
being helped out by Mitch Ayres, 
former musical director, now 


handling the baton on all of Perry 


Como’s Chesterfield television and 
AM programs. Ayres ran a date 
for Col. yesterday ‘Tues.) in. New 
York 

Winterhalter shifted to Victor as 
of Monday (16). His deal calls for 
conducting recordings. recording 
with his own band for the Victor 
label. and cutting for the NBC 
Thesaurus, now under the Victor 
wing. 


Yankovic, Vadnal Bury 
Feud, Join Polka Forces 


17 
two of 


Cleveland, Jan 
feud betwex n 

most popular polka 
maestros was buried last week 
when Frankie Yankovic sold an 
interest in his night club to John- 
ny Vadnal, whose band records for 
Victor. 

Vadnal, who has been playing at 
Louis Bostnar’s Bowl Ballroom, 
paid a reported $30,000 for a part- 
nership in the nitery in which his 
brother, Frank Vadnal. also bought 


Musical 
Cleveland’s 


a hunk. Yankovic, big seller on 
Columbia Records, and Johnny 


Vadnal will take turns on the spot’s 
bandstand. 

When one of the leaders gets an 
out-of-town job or gocs on an ex- 
tended tour, understanding is that 
the partner’s band will hold the 
fort or hire a satisfactory substi- 
tute at the cafe. It’s being ree 
named the Yankovic-Vadnal club. 
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Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular 
Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of 


Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 
Survey Week of Jan. 6-12, 1950 


A Dream Is Wish Your Heart Makes—7“‘Cinderella” 
A Dreamer’s Holiday 
A Thousand Violins 
Bibbidi Bobbidi Boo—7“Cinderella” Bre 
Bye Bye Baby—*“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes”’ 
Charlie My Boy 

Dear Hearts and Gentle People 
Don't Cry, Joe 

Echoes 
Envy ' 
Happy Times—7‘‘The Inspector General”. 
Hush Little Darlin’ 
I Can Dream Can't I 
I Wanna Go Home 


+“The Great Lover’”’. 





I've Got Lovely Bunch of Cocoanuts.............. 
ee Wr Sr ee er Sey 
EE er rere errr ere ee er ny ere ee 
Mule Train—t"Simging Guns ....ccccvcvvcvccecs 
oe ED) ee a ern ony re te eae 


Old Master Painter 
Open Door—Open Arms 
River Seine see 
She Wore Yellow Ribbon—7*“Wore Yellow Ribbon” 
Sitting By the Window 

Sorry 

Stay Well—*Lost In the Stars” 
That Lucky Old Sun 
There’s No Tomorrow Setecea 
Toot Toot Tootsie Goodbye—7‘‘Jolson Sings Again” 
"Way Back Home 


The remaining 20 songs of the week (more in 


Disney 
Shapiro-B 
Paramount 
Disney 
Robbins 
Bourne 
Morris 
Harms 
Laurel 
Encore 
Harms 
Michael 
Chappell 
Paxton 
Cornell 
Miller 

E. B. Marks 
Disney 
Famous 
Robbins 
Leeds 
Remick 
Regent 
Shapiro-B 
Spitzer 
Chappell 


. Robbins 


Paxton 
Feist 
BVC 


case of ties), 


based on the copyright Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popu- 
lar Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office 


of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


A Man Wrote a Song 

Ain’t She Sweet 

All the Bees Are Buzzin’ "Round My Honey 
Come Dance With Me 

Crocodile Tears 

Daddy’s Little Girl 

Don’t Do Something To Someone Else 
Enjoy Yourself 

Everything They Said Came True 
Festival of Roses 
Hometown Band 
Hop Scotch Polka 
I Gotta Have My Baby Back 
I Never See Magzie Alone 
I Want You To Want Me 
Jealous Heart 

Just a Kiss Apart—*‘‘Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” 
Out of a Clear Blue Sky 

Slipping Around 
There’s a Bluebird On 
You’re Always There 


+ Filmusical. * 


Ue ew as tos 
eee eee ees 

see ee eeeeeereens 

cree eevee erewer eer eeeeeees 


‘“Oh, Beautiful Blonde” 


Your Windowsill 





Legit musical. 


Spitzer 
Advanced 
Santly-Joy 


. Ben Bloom 


Johnstone-M 
Beacon 

Fred Fisher 
Morris 
Johnstone-M 
Witmark 
Duchess 
Cromwell 
Peer 

Bourne 
Mills 

Acuff & Rose 
J. J. Robbins 
Dreyer 

Peer 

Mellin 

BVC 








Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Best Seller 
“I Can Dream, Can’t I” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Dear Hearts, Gentle People” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“I Can Dream, Can’t I” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“I Can Dream, Can't I’ 


Best British Seller 


“You're Breaking My Heart” 








Newest Theme: “Any 
Similarity in Sound 
Effects Pure Coincidence’ 


Recording execs, who have been 
decrying the increasing use of 
novel sounds as a means of help- 
ing sell pop disks, point out the 
unusual similarity between “Mule 
Train” and the fast-rising ‘“Chatta- 
noogie Shoe Shine _ Boy.” In 
“Mule” it was the clippety-clop 
idea in lyric and music that helped 
create the unique hit. 

“Chattanoogie” has a very sim- 
ilar angle—the “hippety-hop” in 
lyric and music, created by the 
fancied action of a bootblack’s pol- 
ishing cloth. 

Another similarity, 
but somewhat in idea, is the also 
fast-rising “Rag Mop.’e Lyrical 
angle makes letter-by-letter use of 
the alphabet. Less than a. year 
ago, “A You’re Adorable,’ which 
was subtitled “The Alphabet Song,” 
was atop hit. Hill and Range has 
“Mop”; Laurel Music had “Ador- 
able.” 


ARAGON BALLROOM, L.A., 
WINS SHUTTERING BEEF 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 

Aragon Ballroom, which had 
been ordered to shutter for a brief 
penalty period by State Board of 
Equalization because liquor 
allegedly been served to a minor 
there, will be allowed to remain 
open. 

Gordon (Pop) Saderup, operator 
of the terpalace, brought mitigating 
circumstances to the attention of 
the board and the shuttering order 
was reversed. 





Mpls. Symph Renews Dorati 


Minneapolis. Jan. 17. 
Minneapolis Orchestral associa- 
tion has extended the one-year 


contract of Antal Dorati as Minne- 
apolis Symphony orchestra con- 
, ductor for three years. 


not in sound, | 


had | 


Ls 





9 
Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 
| weeks SSE? Total 
|_ Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Emil Coleman*.... Waldorf (400; $2)......... soe 4 2350 8559 
Guy Lombardo..... Roosevelt (450; $1.50-$2)..... 16 2,200 38905 
Frankie Carle......Statler (450; $1.50-$2)........ 3 1600 5.695 
Don McGrane*.... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)... 16 600 15,995 


* New Yorker has Patti Page, acts. Waldorf, Dinah Shore, 





Chicago 


Bill Bennett (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, 250; $2 min.-$1 cover). Build. 
ing up to fine 2,000 covers. 

Dick LaSalle (Mayfair Room, Blackstone, 350; $3.50 min.-$1 cover), 
Mild 1,300 covers. 

Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 720; $5.50 min.-$1 cover) 
Last few weeks of ice show; dropped off to 2,815 last week. 

George Olsen (Marine Room, Edgewater, 700; $1.20). New show open. 
ing Friday (13) picked up biz to 2,400 admissions. 

Eddie O’Neal (Empire Room, Palmer House, 500; $2.50 min.-$1 cover), 
Convention crowd and Billy De Wolfe upping to boffo 4,225 covers 

Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman, 500; $3.50 min.). Still moderate 
at 2,200 tabs. 


~ 





Los Angeles 
Carmen Cavallaro (Ambassador, 900; $1.50). 
First week, 2,350 covers. 
Chick Floyd (Biltmore, 900; $1.50). Fifth week, 1,850 covers, 
Phil Ohman (Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.). Slow 700 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 

Lawrence Welk (Trianon, $1-1.15 adm.). 
admissions. 

Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover), 
trade still song: staunch 4,500 covers. 

Eddie Howard (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.-$.80 cover). 
months with weekends terrif. Sock 2,800 customers. 

Dick Jurgen (Aragon, $1-$1.15 adm.). Opens with okay 8,000 dancers, 


With the Modernaires., 


Packing in a nifty 10.000 


Convent ion 


Best bj n 


(Los Angeles) 

Harry Owens-Leighton Noble (Aragon, Santa Monica). Nineteenth 
weekend for Owens; eighth week for Noble; 3,800 admissions 
Freddy Martin (Palladium B., Hollywood). Third week, 

missions. 


14.075 ade 
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Cleve. Marcane Ballroom MILT KRASNY TO HQ. 
Into Name Band Policy IN N.Y. FOR GAC 
Cleveland, Jan. 17. | Hollywoow Jan. 17 
Marty Caine’s new Marcane Ball- Milt Krasny, v.p. of General 
room, which George Duffy’s home- Artists Cor will — ar 
town orchestra opened a fortnight ~~" dlpichin — " 
ago, has jumped into name bands New York permanently some time 
for week-end dates. Jimmy Dorsey this summer and take over general 
started policy Sunday (8), drawing supervision of all GAC 
approximately 1,100 dancers into ments. Krasny, now in the east, 
will return here within the n 


the 1,500 capacity hoofery at $1.66 
a: 
few weeks and make preparations 


depart- 


per (including taxes). Dorsey was 





= = —— -| Dorati came here this season 

Harmon Music, companion firm) top race tune of the moment, “For- from the Dallas Symphony to suc- 

to Harry Goodman-George Dalin’s give and Forget,” brought to at- ceed Dimitri Mitropoulos, who re- 

Regent Music, has taken over the tention by the Orioles Jubilee disk. signed to become New York Phil- 
harmonic orchestra conductor. 
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195%'s First lightning Hit—An Overnite Sensation 
a neal 





(PUT ANOTHER NICKEL IN) 















os 


D3 


























S18! 
‘al 


Write, Wire or Call for all professional material 








119 West 57th Street °« 
Gen 


CROMWELL MUSIC, INC. - New York 19, N.Y: © JUdson'6-2598 


HOWARD S$. RICHMOND 


Mgr 








guaranteed $850 against 60° of * a 

the take. Shep Fields is due for the shift. Thomas G. Rock 

Sunday (15), with Artie Shaw Well, GAC prez, here since before 

inked for Feb. 12 and Frankie Mas, returns east next week 

Carle. March 12. Meanwhile, GAC has upped 
Although he is president of Henry Miller to head man of the 

Cleveland Ballroom, Inc., which local office. Miller, also a vp, 


operates the Marcane, Caine is still 
associated with the Frank Sennes 
Agency as a partner and booker. 
Agency has no connection with his 
'dancery, which was formerly the 
Euclid Roller-Skating Rink. 

Later this season Caine says he 
| will experiment with a couple of 
| package musical-variety shows in 
|the Marcane’s extra-large stage. 
| For a couple of years in the early 
| 1940s he was business manager for 
| George Duffy’s crew which became 
| spot’s house band. 


| 
| 
} 





Benzell, Melba Set 


By London Records 
Met opera soprano Mimi Benzell, 
who recently essayed a cafe career 
with her debut at the Cotillion 
jroom of the Hotel Pierre, N. Y.., 
‘has signed with London Records 
for four sides. Stanley Melba’s 
orch, current at the Cotillion Room, 
‘is her musical accomp on the rec- 
ording deal. 
| Miss Benzell soon goes into the 
Strand, Broadway vaudfilmer, at a 
reported $2,500 weekly. 
Melba orch, incidentally, has 
been set for six sides by London 
in an album of “alltime” pop hits. 





eaii-e 


| Leadbelly Memorial 


A midnight memorial concert 
honoring Huddie (Leadbelly) Lead- 
better, Negro folk singer and com- 
poser who died last month. is 
scheduled for Town Hall, Jan. 28. 
Among the guest artists slated to 
appear are Sidney Bechet, Woody 
Guthrie, Hot Lips Page, Bill Dil- 
lard, W. C. Handy, Holly Wood 
Edith Allaire, Pete Seeger, Sonny 
| Terry and Borwnie McGhee. 
| A speciai film biog on Leadbelly 
| produced by Alan Lomax, will be 
shown, while Harold Thompson 
Cornell U. prof and will speak. 
Concert is being sponsored by 
| Lomax, Juanita Hall, John Ham- 


;mond, Harold Rome, Leonard De- 


Paur, Libby Holman, Avon Long, 


E. Y. Harburg, Dave K; 
Alan Locke. “e SP One | 


will, when Krasny shifts east, have 
full control of this end. 














It's Music By 


JESSE GREER 


Program Today Yesterday's | 
“Climbing Up the © 
Ladder of Love” — 


(From Earl Carroll's “Vanitins'') 


(Robbins Music) 
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This week’s 


New 


eee ON 





RELEASE 50-3 





POPULAR 











MINDY CARSON 


My Foolish Heart 
(From the Goldwyn film 
Heart’’) 

Candy and Cake 


“My Foolish 
20-368 1— (47-3204) * 


WAYNE KING AND HIS ORCHESTRA.. 


Forever With You 
Vocal refrain by Nancy Evans, Harry 
Hall and Chorus 

(When I Danced) The Last Waltz 
Vocal refrain by Harry Hall and the 
Chorus 20-3682— (47-3205) * 


BILL LAWRENCE 


With Orchestra, conducted by Henri 
Rene Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday (I 
Love You) 
Half a Heart Is Worse Than None 
20-3683— (47-3206) * 


CHARLIE VENTURA AND HIS 
ORCHESTRA 


Feather’s Den 
Vocal refrain by Beverly Brooks and 
Betty Bennett 

Flamingo 


20-3635— (47-3207) * 





BLUEBIRDB 











RALPH FLANAGAN AND HIS 
ORCHESTRA 


Farewell, Amanda 
(From the MGM film “Adam's Rib”) 
Vocal refrain by Harry Prime 

Leave It To Love 30-0024— 154-0019) * 





WESTERN 











BILL BOYD 


Yes You Did 
Vocal refrain by Bill Boyd 
Texas Blues 21-0164— (48-0172) * 





COUNTRY 











CHET ATKINS 


The Old Buck Dance 


One More Chance  _21-0165—‘+48-0173)* 





BLUES 











WASHBOARD SAM 


Market Street Swing 
You Said You Loved Me 
22-0063— ‘ 50-0048) * 


"45 r.p.m. cataleg numbers 


The stars who make the hits are on 


RCA VICTOR DIVISION 





REA Victor 





© 


oO 








o 





QO Dreamer’s Holiday 


NOTE: All records in this panel are listed alphabetically by song title. 


$ A Lovely Bunch of Coconut 


Freddy Martin 


© Ave Maria 


Penne SD vesccsceeeiei sc: 


€} Bamboo 


Vaughn Monroe 


€) Bibbidi-Bobbidi-Boo 


Perry Como 


Perry Como 


$s) I Said My Pajamas 


© Mom 


Tony Martin-Fran Warren 


Eddy Arnold 


© Marta 


Tony Martin 


€} Old Master Painter | 


Phil Harris 


Oo There’s No Tomorrow 


Tony Martin 


see ee eee eereree 





A Dream Is a Wish Your Heart Makes 
Perry Como... .20-3607—(47-3113)" 


(Number eight in The Billboard's “Disk 
Jockevs Pick’’ January 14 issue. Number 
seven Coin Op. Pick same issue.) 


Dear Hearts and Gentle People 
Dennis Day... .20-3596—(47-3102)* 
Ralph Flanagan 

30-0016— (54-0011)* 
‘Day's record is number fourteen in The 
Billboards Most Played Jockey Chart 
January 14 issue. Flanagans record 
number 25 in same chart) 


Have I Told You Lately I Love You? 
Tony Martin-Fran Warren 
20-3613-—(47-3119)* 
(Number six in “Coin Op Pick” January 
14 Billboard and making a double-sided 
seller out of the record. Other side is 
“I Said My Pajamas.’’) 


RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA, CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 


ites aes 6 BOO 6 OS) OS 26 OE SOO OD 


. «. indicates records which, 

according to actual sales, are 
recognized hits. The trade is urged 
to keep ample stocks of these records’ 
on hand, or to reorder promptly when 
current stocks begin to approach the 


“sold-out” stage. 


that record ig 


“Certain 


.» . designates 

one of RCA Victor's 

Seven” 
mumbers on the trade 
ing retail sales charts 
things! 


among the leading 


paper best sell- 
Obviously, sure 


$ 
20-3554— (47-3047) * 





28 -0436— (52-0071) * 


oboe: @ & 00/400 6.4 2S GS OLE 


20-3627 —(47-3143)” 


Pie east wee 20-3607 —(47-3113)* 


20-3543— (47 -3036)* 


eee ee weeeeee.. .20-3613— (47-3119) * 


my and Daddy Broke My Heart 


21-0146—(48-0150)* 


20-3598— (47-3104) * 


20-3608— (47 -3114)* 


20-3582— (47-3078) * 


© © 


. . indicates records which 


better than 


acceptance 


have enjoyed 





average initial consumer 





and stand an excellent chance of enter- 
{ng the top-selling hit category. The 
trade is advised to watch these records 
carefully in order to maintain stocks 
consistent with demand. 


@ 


Stampede 
Roy Rogers 21-0154 
(In January 14 Billboard this one is 
number nine in the Pop Disk Jockew’'s 
Pick Chart and number four in the Fol 
Disk Jockey Pick Also among RCA 
Victér’s top Western sellers. 


(48-0161) * 


Sweetheart Semicolon 
Honeydreamers 
30-0022— (54-0017)* 
(in Billboard's Tips on Tops January 14 
Billboard.) 


Sugar Blues 
Three Suns... 20-3679 


‘in Tips on Tops January 


(47-3202)* 
14 Billboard) 


o 


Where Or When? 
Ralph Flanagan 


30-0016 ‘(54-60011)* 
(Number three in The Billboard's “Disk 
Jockeys Pick’ January 7 issue 4iso 
among RCA Victor's top dozen best 


sellers.) 
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NEW TEAM. 


DECCA 
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On the Upbeat 


New York 


Rosemary Clooney guests on 
Vaughn Monroe’s Camel commer- 
cial Feb. 4, from Ithaca, N. Y., pre- 
ceding with a shot on Morey Am- 
sterdam’s tele program Feb. 2 
Connie B. Gay has settled his dif- 
ferences with the Washington, D.C. 
local of the AFM and will resume 
promoting hillbilly hops Dick 
Jurgens orchestra signed by Asso- 
ciated Program Service; Andy Wis- 
well to Chicago to record first sides 

Dana Records distributed over 
100 bottles of wine to disk jocks, 
etc., promoting Gene Wisniewski’s 
disk. “Wine Polka” 


tra, replacing Joe Soldo on sax 


Mood Records, new 
launched in Cleveland. 


Chicago 





RECORDS 





Chuck Foster into Muehlebach, 
Kansas City, for four weeks Feb. 1 
Teddy Phillips on series of cne- 


Herb Stew- | 
ard joined Elliot Lawrence orches- | 


indie label, | 


| London Mutual Entertainment 
re-signed George Dykas and Carl 
| Asercion, Hawiian group, for third 
time, marking 15-year association 

Ted Vargas, formerly with 
Frankie Masters, Stan Kenton and 
Jack Teagarden, appointed head 
of saxophone division of pop mu-. 
sie department of Metropolitan 
School of Music Ralph Rotgers 
orchestra into Buttery, Ambassa- 
dor hotel Jan. 24 Ray Angelo at 
Play-mor Ballroom, Kansas City, | 
Jan. 18 through Jan. 29 Don 
Ragon to Claridge hotel, Memphis, 
Feb. 20.. Mitch Miller, Mercury 
‘A. & R. head, in town to record 
Lawrence Welk Shim Weiner, 
Decca Chi district head, also takes 
over record promotion 


Cal 


Hollywood 


| Jack Fina band, currently at the 
St. Francis, San F., dashed down 
/here Monday (16) on off-day to 
wax four faces at M-G-M Records 

Tommy Dorsey named chair- 
man of the theatrical committee of 


nighters through midwest into Feb. the National Foundation for Infan- 
Jack Teeter cut 12 sides on tile Paralysis. ew 

Sharp label.. London, with Tutti| Victor Young winding up new 
_Camarata supervising recorded the symphony for which he’s been 
| Noveleties and Mid-States Four| promised a first hearing by the 
here.. Ray Pearl to Casino, Quin- | Detroit Symph next winter. . Dick 
cy, lil., for two weeks starting Feb. | Haymes is readying for a South- 
| 1, then into Milwaukee’s Schroeder | west concert tour starting in March 
| Hotel Feb. 14 for three weeks...|...E. H. (Buddy) Morris off for 


' ry sy 
a NE eae ro) . 4 ° 
VARIETY = | : &|8 |. 
Survey of retail disk best | vlo rm 2 % as) rs 
sellers, based on reports ob- ei | 5 | C1S|_|& 2 e -|Bls 
tained from leading stores tn aAi'sSisclizis3ia E | aiailelg 8 ; 
12 cities and showing com- a ftislisli« 2 @ f/f igix | 0 . 
parative sales rating for this oe a E |S | w S| & “ e | = F | é z 
and last week. o 5 AalelZial/TiSlolsiale 7 
PST lelallisi lil iei lis! 
* , | ms | | } | | i 
: Sie sis lif i sia l2i6|3ls P 
National Week End'ng ‘ 1 = oy J (Sle |F ely 3 | ~ oO 
Rating Sil 6 eo | | om | = % ‘= ~~ | l | 4 
Jan. 14 mime i Siel|sgiaeia!| Sis l|=isie£ , 
. eit¢ie/|Sisa iei“;elgis N 
| eo i= oe } i | an ’ 
This Last Fis SiEIGISis/Sleis/s/s| 7 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title  =«_-__ -§ ($2 UO ie | Binnie Io! KID JA1E_ ae S 
ie} ANDREWS SIS-G. JENKINS (D) . 
1 1 “| Com Beeeme"—Be7§.......... 4 8... .. S&S 8 6 2 % 8 4 64 
‘PONY MARTIN (Victor) } 
2 7 “No Tomorrow” —20-3582_ erst? oe 1 os OR pats Wig 7 2 7 6 Ls 40 
- dM. WHITING-J. WAKELY (Cap) a 
3 2 “Slippin’ Around”—57-40224 .... 7 10° . ot Se eS Oe 
JACK TETER (London) 
4A 10 “Johnson Rag”—901 yas evewes 6 .. 6 1 9 se 32 
; ~ DINAH SHORE (Columbia) 
4B 6 “Dear Hearts”—38605 ss: oe ree 3 : : 4 2 era. 32 
DICK HAYMES (Decca) ¥ 
5 3 “Old Master Painter’—24801.... ic, 44 ne ime) 4 3 Ta. 4 ” ., 23 
~ PERRY COMO (Victor) os 
6A 3 “Dreamer’s Holiday"—20-3543....10 4 .. .. 3... .. 5 8 9 .. ... 2 
BING CROSBY (Decca) - 
6B > “Dear Hearts”’—24533 woes ssees oe ae = l oT eer, 3 2 27 
PHIL HARRIS (Victor) ja 
7 13 “Old Master Painter’—20-3608... .. .. 2 .. .. .. 1 ee 
¥ “TONY MARTIN (Victor) - 
8 12 “Marta”—20-3598 tse e sees 1 oo nC 8 : xt - 8... . __ 22 
FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) 
9 saat Sil 0) “Lovely Cocoanuts” —20-3554 oi 2 ee a eae Pe io 6 .. ey a 8 , 21 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
10A 14  “Bibbidi Boo”—20-3607 Se le ee eee ce. ie he 
FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) 
10B 8 “Mule Train”—5345 RATS De ee ee oe ee 16 
RICHARD HAYES (Mercury) ; 
10C.6ClU«S} 7 “Old Master Painter”—5342 Se eae 3 ee ae ee ee 3 sete ee 2 
«SS, STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Cap) ; 
10D 13 d “Wunderbar” —57-76& Se. e ee an oe 1 se 16 
wit J. STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Cap) 
10E “Bibbidi-Boo”—57-782 _ eon Y 9 6 Soe, are 
~,- GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
11 5 “Don’t Cry, Joe’’—24720 ses ness : ae 9 a 8 ~_ ae am 14 
| s“(as TT I COMED... ce ss 
12 “Rag Mop’—60140 Sa ae 2 y ae a a ee ee ‘13 
~~, - BOSTON “POPS” ORCH. (Victor) 
13A “Sleigh Ride”—10-1484 oS Sa ae = Te oe 10 
PHIL REGAN (Victor) 
13B .. wh. 2 = | eee ee eee ee a ee 
FRANKIE CARLE (Columbia) 
cp CMD Ee “Why, Oh Why’’—38573 kee tbe Sa) 96 6 iki 1 ey a a _10 
«PICK TODD (Rainbow) 
14A 11 “Daddy’s Little Girl”—80088..... .. .. .. 2 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2. 9 
~ AMES BROS. (Coral) 
14B .. “Sentimental Me”—60140 ....... ses Se ee 
ree ei eee eee ee SEES EERE i Se Be 58 
1 2 | 3 | 4 5 
FIVE TOP soutn pacific | ' CAN HEAR It MUSIC OF | vic me KATE | JOLSON SINGS 
| oe 2 _ RICHARD RODGERS AGAIN 
A a B U M S Reondwoy Cost me = tes Andre Kostelanetz Srvemuny Gust Al Jolson 
Columbia | Columbia Columbia | Columbia Decca 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of No. of 
Label Records Points Label Records Points 
i, See eee eee rer ra 8 Se | RMI 60.6 bikeieiers algae dees 2 2 32 
SRS ih i ss Sica cn ce big Sek x ee a 4 eh | Ea a ae cad Dok Gdicts 1 32 
re oe ee ee era 3 Mt I des. 45 & Anaiectie-ucbvare eed wba oc 2 22 
a errr ere re ere 2 42 Rainbow 1 y 
| Anita O’Day cut four sides for Gotham office | Rudy Vallee set 


for two-weeks 
Boston, Feb. 8. 

Max Schall manager of Dennis 
Day’s music publishing company, 
replacing George Simon Sid 
Kornheiser, general manager of E. 
H. (Buddy) Morris Music, laid up 
with a torn leg ligament from ski- 
ing at Big Bear Dave Gould 
joined Beacon Music as coast plug- 
ger. 


at Copley-Plaza, 


Kansas City 


Three Suns into Jack Valentine’s 
club, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., Feb. 2: 
their week of vaude at the Or- 
pheum Theatre here was their first 
date in K. C. Dee Peterson orch 


,on bandstand of Kansas City Club 


Dale Cross orche .ra moves in- 


‘to Eddy’s Restaurant as Tony Di- 


| Pardo crew moves out Pla-Mor 
Ballro om trying out western 
dances with the KMBC Texas 


Rangers playing Thursday nights; 
Don Ragen band has resident as- 
signment at spot Don Tiff trio 
into Putsch’s restaurant.. Osear 
Levant set for a special concert 
with the Kansas City Philharmonic 
Feb. 15-16 Will Back, leader in 
ferrace Grill, Muehlebach. and 
Harry Caroll and Polly 
playing Eddy’s Restaurant, 
gether on songwriting during stay 
in town; Back wrote music to the 
irom pe “ons words, and tune is 
named after Back’s d 

“Mary Ann.” insite 


Barker, | 
got to-, 


‘ 


FRANKIE LAINE TO 
PLAY COLLEGE CIRCUIT 


Frankie Laine will form a cop. 
cert unit to work one-nighters ang 
college dates this spring. Singer 
will put together a combination of 
a band, dance team and comedian 
in addition to himself and go inig 
a string of school and auditorium 
bookings beginning late in Ma 
after he closes the Chicago theatr 
Chicago. 

None of the acts have been se. 
lected and the price to be askeg 
for Laine and the unit is still yn- 
settled. Singer is currently at Bop 
City, New York, after which 
goes to Florida 


y, 
e, 


he 





Calloway Jivers Set To 
Reopen Village, N.Y., Spot 


Cab Calloway’s Cab Jivers com- 
bination will head the new show 
that will reopen the shuttered 
Greenwich Village Inn, New York. 
Calloway and a line of Wally 
Wanger girls and acts to be se. 
lected will relight the spot Jan. 19 
for two weeks. 

Calloway recently returned from 
a date at the Montmarte, Havana, 





Decca Sweet on ‘Rag’ 
Holiywood, Jan. 17. 

Decca is pushing “Sugarfoot 
Rag” four ways. Etchings have 
been made so far with Red Foley, 
vocal on Decca; Hank Garland, in- 
strumental on Decca; Bill Darnell, 
on Coral. 

This week Louis Jordan does the 
same tune for Decca. 








Film Tunes 


Continued from page 35 


of “Wabash Avenue,” with Betty 
Grable, Victor Mature, Phil Harris. 
Disks had been planned for release 
later in the winter, but the film 
will be debuted April 1 and disk 
companies have been advised to 
get their copies of the film’s tunes 
out immediately. 

Disk execs feel that the average 
results from film songs during the 
past couple years do not warrant 



































the grief involved. 
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= Re” FRANK WALKER 

‘ WELCOMES YOU TO THE 

* ALEXANDRIA HOTEL | 


Sth at Spring St. LOS ANGELES 
War er peace, we 
always found ac- 
commodations for 
our friends in show 
business. And now 
—as always — you'll 
= receive traditional 
s Frank Walker serv- 
: ice... plus a special 
theatrical rate! 
:DRIVE-IN GARAGE 


» 
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THERE’S A LOVELY 
LAKE IN LOVELAND 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


1619 Broadway. New York 19 
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Register for January Semeste’ 


i 
Advanced Courses for Professional gg oe | 
Vocalists, Arrangers, Teachers, Dance | 
Leaders, Song Writers, Chorus Conduciors | 
acuity of 48, including noted mustcrtys | 
concert artists American compose! j 
theory, composition and arranging depa'! 
PRIVATE INSTRUCTION in voice, 4) | 
structions, arranging CLASSES in 
orchestration, conducting teaching 
etc. Preparatory and advanced dane 9 
tras 

Veterans Accepted for Enrotiment 

Day and Evening Sessions 

on Requost 


re 


Catalogue “*V"’ 











Wee 


———— 








950 


RCUIT 


n a Con. 
ters and 

Singer 
ation of 
Median 
80 into 
litorium 
in May, 
the ~atre. 


€eN se. 
e asked 
still un.- 
‘at Bop 
hich he 


10 
, Spot 


rs com- 
V show 
uttered 
Vv York, 

Wally 
be se 
Jan. 19 


‘d from 
lavana. 


, 
ag 
Kae. 
garfoot 
S have 

Foley, 
ind, in- 
Jarnell, 


oes the 


Betty 
Harris. 
release 
1e film 
d disk 
sed to 
s tunes 


verage 
ng the 
arrant 


Wednesday, January 18, 1950 


ACCLAIMED 


~— DONT. 
KNOW 4 
beer JANETTE DAVIS | 


THE MARINERS 


with 
Wa ARCHIE BLEYER’S Orchestra 
YOU } : No. 38677 
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Band Reviews. 





BUDDY DeFRANCO ORCH (6) 
HiHat, Boston 

Sparked by the inventive clari- 
net of maestro Buddy DeFranco, 
this newly formed combo is pro- 
ducing a neat brand of progressive 
jazz at this new in Hub jazz bistro 
And it should soon be among the 
topfiight groups in this particular 
field 

DeFranco has surrounded him- 
self with youngsters who have a 
feel for, plus the ability to handle 


the new sounds in jazz. Combo’s 
finesse belies its less than two6 
months’ existence. Group com- 


prises usual four rhythm plus vibes 
and with DeFranco’s clarinet as 
the only horn it makes for a more 
subdued style of bop instead of 
the ear-splitting variety. 

Although all the sidemen are 
capable, Teddy Cohen on vibraharp 
and Frank DeVite on drums stand 
out, adding plenty to overall ex- 
cellent results. Combo strays from 
bop occasionally to dish out neat 
arrangements of standards, show- 
ing off slick versatility. Elie. 


JACK FINA ORCH (14) 
With Bob Darnell 
St. Francisco Hotel, S. F. 

The smooth but highly rhythmic 
quality of Jack Fina’s music, which 
doubles strongly for plain listen- 
ing-to as it does for dansapation, 
marks this orch as_ particularly 
versatile and effective in a svelte 
hotel room such as the Mural 
toom of the St. Francis, with its 
split draw from both the younger 
set as well as the dotage dancers. 
Pushing pop stuff to the hilt, with 
big emphasis on the hit parade 
category of tunes, this band gets 
much appreciation for its efforts 
with a particularly heavy percent- 
age of the checkpayer’s trekking 
to the dance floor for knee-action. 

Fina’s four reed, three string, 
three brass and three rhythm is a 
well balanced troupe, with Fina’s 
own piano playing a vital chunk of 
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FRANKIE LAINE 


Currently 


LOEW’S PENN 
PITTSBURGH 

















ALL TIME POPS 
CARMEN LOMBARDO’'S 


SWEETHEARTS 
ON 
PARADE 


E. H. MORRIS 


proceedings. Arrangements 
enable key work to stand out with 
impact. 

Vocals by Bob Darnell are up- 
per bracket. 

Appearance of orch, which is 
just on the post-juve side, excel- 
lent. Ted. 


Carroll Quits as MCA’s 
Coast 1-Nite Booker 


Holiywood, Jan. 17. 

Lee Carroll has resigned from 
Musie Corp. of America after 
a series of disagreements with 
Larry Barnett, agency’s national 
band-and-act booking chief. Pierre 
Cosette has been named to replace 
Carroll as one-nite booker for the 
west. 

Bill Stringfellow, with the agen- 
cy’s cocktail act department for 
some time, also resigned. 


| CBS Color 


= Continued from page 25 
each ef which seats are provided 
for about 35 persons. Columbia is 























using cabinet sets with 16-inch 
screens magnified from 12-inch 
tubes. Showings are given twice 


daily, each program lasting approx- 
imately 30 minutes. Special pro- 


it 
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grams for invited audiences, are 
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also given at night. 

The same show is used each 
time. It consists of bright colored 
fabrics, paintings, flowers, and 
fashions, with Patty Painter, Co- 
lumbia’s “Miss Television” display- 
ing various articles and a puppet | 
act, staged by John Faust, woven | 
in. Columbia LP records are used 
as musical accompaniment. Al- 
though put together only the pre- 
vious night by Fred Rickey, CBS 
producer-director, the first pro- 
on Thursday (12) went off) 
smoothly and seemed to provide | 
John Q. Public with a good ap- 
praisal of color video’s perform- 
ance as compared with black and 
white. 

Upon taking their seats, view- 
ers are handed brief mimeo- 
graphed announcements explaining 
that the broadcasts are designed to 


assist FCC in its color proceed- 
ings. Before the program ends, 


questionnaires are distributed and 
observers are asked to fill them 
out. 

From comments of viewers, it 
was evident the public was highly 
pleased. Remarks generally heard 
were “wonderful,” “terrific,” “very 
good.” Some said they’d buy a 
color set immediately if they were 
available. A dealer in the audi- 
ence was reported as saying he’d 
purchase 1,000 sets right away if 
he could get them. 

Results of the first 300 question- 
naires tabulated showed that 90% 
of the viewers found color “much 
more enjoyable” than black annd 
white. The same proportion felt 
the overall quality of the pictures 
was “excellent” or “very good.” On 
the question of brightness, about 
57% rated the pictures “just about 
right” and 39°% “a _ little too 
bright.” Approximately 86° found 
the detail as “excellent” or “‘very 
good.” On naturalness of the col-| 
ors, about 95° thought the pic-, 
tures either “excellent,” ‘very 
good” or “fair.” 


The demonstrations are to con- 
tinue to the end of the month | 
when the equipment is to be! 


shipped to Atlanta for use at a 











medical convention. 
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The World's Most Publicized Dancer 


SATIRA 


ARITA 
CLUB VENETIA 


DES MOINES 
TWO WEEKS STARTING JANUARY 20 


ASSOCIATED: BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 
Chicago 
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Hollywood 


No. Wabash 9151 Sunset. Bivd. 


| was thrown out 
| supérior court last week by Judge 


| to 


Fisher Suit vs. Mutual, | 


Harmonicats Thrown Out | 


Chicago, Jan. 17. 
Damage suit by guitarist Sidney 
R. Fisher a gainst Harmonicats, 
J. J. Levin, vice-president of Mu- 
tual Entertainment and Mutual 
of Cook County 


Wilbert Crowley. 

Fisher had brought suit for 
$50,000 against Levin and Mutual 
for allegedly causing his partner- 
ship agreement with Harmonicats 
be broken. He also sued for 
one-fourth of earnings of Harmoni- 
cats and Mutual’s and Levin’s fees 
from trio since Dec., 1946, inelud- 
ing royalties on “Peg of My Heart.” 

Judge Crowley ruled that he had 
no cause for action. 


Vogel Drops Suit vs. RKO 
Over ‘Yellow Ribbon’ 


A $100,000 infringement suit 
brought against RKO by Jerry 
Vogel Music Co. in New York Fed- 
eral court has been discontinued, 





according to papers filed last week. | 


At the same time a similar in- 
fringement action which Vogel in- 
stituted Nov. 21, 1949, against Re- 
gent Music was also. dropped. 
Terms of the settlements were not 
disclosed. 


Vogel had charged that the title} 
and song of the RKO film, “She| 


Wore a Yellow Ribbon,” was an in- 
fringement on his, “Round 
Neck She Wears a Yellow Ribbon 
(for her lover who is far, 
away’). 
accounting of profits were asked in 
both suits. 


Her | 


far. 
Injunction, damages and! 


‘LEONARD BERNSTEIN 
SIGNED TO COL. DEAL 


Columbia Records Masterworks | 


idivision has signed composer-con- 
|ductor Leonard Bernstein to a 
iterm pact. Batoneer will work at 
ithe helm of the Columbia Symph 


|and New York Philharmonic, as | 
'well as recording piano solos for | 


!Col’s longhair sides. 


| Columbia signed Sir 


| weeks ago. 


‘Morgan Can't Cash In 
| On Disk Hits at Nitery 


Chicago, Jan. 17. 
Al Morgan, disk and _ nitery 
name, got out of a pact with Hel- 





!on hit disks. Instead, Morgan will 


Thomas | 
| Beecham, British conductor, a few 


sing’s here, which called for six-| g& 
|month stay starting Jan. 27, which | 
would have curtailed his cashing in | 


'do 24 weeks for the spot, in six- | 


week stands over a two-year pe- 


riod. First six-weeker starts March | 


Singer-pianist, who closed at 
| Copa Club, Pittsburgh, last week, 


Lutcher, Wayne Set 


| Los Angeles, Jan. 17. 
Both Artie Wayne and Nellie 
Lutcher will topiine the bill at the 
Oasis, southside nitery here, dur- 
ing one period this month. Eddie 
De Sure has signed Wayne to open 
tonight (17), backstopped by Lee 
Young’s orch. 
Miss Lutcher comes in Jana. 24, 
with Wayne holding over. 








Inside Orchestras—Music 


| 
| 


Veterans Administration honored American Federation of Musicians’ | 
prez James C. Petrillo and the union itself last week “in recognition | 
of outstanding service to U. S. war veterans in making possible the | 


| official recorded radio series, ‘Here’s to Veterans’.” 


Certificates of 


Appreciation were handed Petrillo before the AFM’s International 


Executive Board at a meeting in 


New York. 


have been donated on the transcribed air show, which began on 700 


stations in August, 1946. 





Capitol Records is planning to invade the school field this year with 


an initial release of eight symphonic band recordings. 


by the Capitol Symphonic Band, 
Clock,” “Pavanne” and “Funiculi 
paign on the platters is in cooperat 
have already been made to display 


educators’ conference while some 18,000 band directors and 


supervisors will be circularized. 


Waxings, made 
include “Sleigh Ride,” “Syncopated 
Funicula.” Initial promotion cam- | 
ion with Mills Music. Arrangements | 
an album and single disks at music 
music 





Another in the long list of tieups between song titles ; 
§ ‘ Ss and : 
products was made last week. Tune “Marta” prompted the Valcourt 


Hosiery Corp. to turn out a new shade of nylon ealled 


“Marta Rose.” 


Song, published by Edward B. Marks Music, was record ; ’ 

. fe b aie sic, : ed fo . 
Victor by Tony Martin, but originally was popularized by pte Ravn Frace 
whose Decca recording has been reissued. ; . 





Variety’s story of last week on 


vocal combinations by various recording companies 


Kapp, v.p. in charge of artists and 
company’s initial coupling. 


the newly-created male and female 
induced Dave 


repertoire for Decca, to check that 


He found that the c inati F 
| Crosby-Connee Boswell on “Bob White” was cot en, ot Eine 


‘disk, incidentally, is still played often by disk jockeys, 


the first Decea duo. That | 


| 
| 


All musicians’ services | 


| 

| 

| %, pt) 

| ee 

| oe 

| “ote 
ue 


will do concerts in towns where he 
seen on television. Dates are 
being set up for Dayton, Columbus 
and Cincinnati. 


is 





Lee “Doc” Lemon has moved 
from WJR to WJIMO, Cleveland, io 
become the city’s newest disk 
jockey. 
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The American Love Song 


| CAN'T GIVE YoU 
ANYTHING BUT 
LOVE, BABY 


| 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUCH 
MILLS MUSIC | 




















THE OLD 
MASTER PAINTER 


recorded by 


PHIL HARRIS | RCA Victor 
RICHARD HAYES Mercury 
DICK HAYMES Decco 
SNOOKY LANSON london 
PEGGY LEE-MEL TORME, Capito! 
JACKIE PARIS. . National 
FRANK SINATRA Columbia 


with others to follow 


ROBBINS” MUSIC CORPORATION 














ON THE ISLAND 
OF OAHU 


By LEE ERWIN and MEL HOWARO 
THE MARINERS 
Columbia #38624 


Published by 
SHAPIRO-BERNSTEIN 
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AGVA Demanding Paid Standby Talent 
Qn All Benefits Handled by Promoters 





The American Guild of Variety+ 
Artists has declared it will boy-. 
cott any benefit which is being) 


gold by professional promoters. | 
Union feels that as long as boiler- 
room operators get a slice of the 
ross, organizations asking for 
gratis talent shall either pay for a 
show, or if Theatre Authority 
clearance has been obtained, a 
standby show must also be used. 

Initial test of AGVA’s ukase 
came Monday (16) with the benefit 
held by the Bronx Hadassah at 
Madison Square Garden, N. Y. Sev- 
eral performers belonging to the 
union threatened to picket affair 
on the premise that sane a pro- 
moter is getting a slice of the 
gross, performers should get a 
share of the coin as well. Organi- 
zation consequently lined up a 
standby show costing $3,000. This 
sum was paid on top of the TA 
clearance, which cost the organi- 
gation around $10,000. 





Connee’s Miami Date 

Connee Boswell heads south next 
month for a Feb. 8 opening at the 
Olympia theatre, Miami, to be fol- 
lowed by 4ocal nitery dates, con- 
tracts for which aren't as yet com- 
pleted. 

Singer just completed two weeks 
at the Carnival, Minneapolis. 


Irwin Corey slated for the Shel- 
burne Lounge, N. Y., Feb. 9. 














PATRICE 


HELENE and HOWARD 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 


For all branches of theatricals 
FUN-MASTER 
“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag 
@ Nos. 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 ea. 
(Order in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL: First 13 files for $10 
All 35 files for $30 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book $10 
MINSTREL BUDGET .. . $25 
HUMOR-DOR FOR EMCEES $25 
3 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk. $25 
—or all 3 diff. Vols for $50 — 
“HOW TO MASTER THE CERE- 
MONIES” (re-issue) 
— $2.00 oe copy — 
oO C.0.D.‘s 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St. Dept. V 
NEW YORK 19 
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72-Yr. Old Clown Cased 
For Palladium Stand 


London, Jan. 10. 

Grock, the Swiss clown, who was 
one of the biggest hits in Britain 
18 years ago, is shortly coming 
back to England. Charles Tucker 
is going to Paris in a few days, 
where Grock is packing ’em in, to 
finalize arrangements for him to 
play a few weeks on tour for Moss 
Empires. 

If he proves the hit expected, 
Val Parnell will play Grock at least 
four weeks at the London Palladi- 
um, Grock is 72. 


N. Y. Bill to Give 


Acts Compensation 


Albany, Jan. 17. 


Assemblyman Ernest Curto, Ni- 
agara Falls Republican, has intro- 
duced a bill in the New York 
State Assembly extending unem- 
ployment insurance to_ singers, 
dancers, musicians, stage directors, 
stage managers and other perform- 
ers. He sponsored a similar bill 
last year which failed to pass. 

Passage of such a measure, it’s 
believed, would in no way affect 
the independent contractor status 
of most performers. Bill would 
merely extend the unemployment 
coverage into these categories. Un- 
der present legal setups, most per- 
formers are not covered unless the 
classification of work holds them 
to be employees. Legit and radio 
performers are in the latter cate- 
gory, while most variety entertain- 
ers are classified as independent 
contractors. 








Rosenbloom Opens After 
Hassle on Peoria Date 


Maxie opened at 
the Faust club, Peoria, Ill., upon 
arrival after operator Pat Chap- 
man relented despite comic report- 
ing four days late for the date 
Rosenbloom had been scheduled to 
open with his partner, Max Baer, 
but was delayed by bad flying 
weather on his return from a trip 
to Germany, where he entertained 
occupation troops during Christ- 
mas. 

According to team’s agent, Jerry 
Rosen, American Guild of Variety 
Artists had ruled the delay to be 
an “act of God” (bad _ flying 
weather) and would press for the 
team’s full salary. Baer had been 
entertaining solo until Rosenbloom 
arrived. Chapman allegedly re- 
fused to pay the comedian when 
he failed to report on time. 


Rosenbloom 


_ Stop off 


Evans’ Canada Vauder 


London, Jan. 10. 
Norman Evans wil! tour his own | 
vaudeville unit in Canada for four 
weeks opening at Toronto May 27. 
Shortage of tour is due to his 


| contracts with Moss Empires and | 
| Stoll’s to tour 
‘unit booked for 26 weeks, 


in Hyman Zahl’s 
two 
weeks’ stands in each spot. 

On his way home, 
in 
days, 


Dearth of Band 


One-Niters Trims 
Vaude Bookings 


Decline of the band one-nighters 





has hampered the development of 


more vaudeville playing time. Pau- 
city of top bands taking to the 
road has stymied the opening of 
numerous houses, particularly in 
the south. In former years circuit 
bookers would route bandshows off 


one-night ballroom stands into the- | 
' atres. 


However, practice has 
clined considerably these times be- 
cause of paucity 
the road 

Example 
Tommy Dorsey, who currently 
in the south. Paramount circuit has 
picked up the crew for vaudeville 
stands in Lakeland, West Palm 
Beach, Daytona and a few other 
cities in the area. Houses are part 
of the Florida State Circuit, a Par- 
amount subsidiary. 

Harry Levine, Paramount book- 
er, declared that more vaude time 
could be opened if a_ sufficient 
number of top bands were in that 
territory, but it wasn't possible to 
book shows in thoses houses with 
any degree of regularity. 

Since most southern’ theatres 
may develop to three-day stands 
at most, there’s little likelihood of 
routing a top band and set of acts 
on a theatre tour of that area. 
Band must be picked off the road 
for vaude stands. 


GIBBS, DUNHILLS JOIN 
KAYE AT BEACHCOMBER 


Georgia Gibbs and the Dunhills 
3) have been signed to work with 
Danny Kaye at the Beachcomber, 
Miami Beach, starting tonight 
(Wed.) for two weeks. Miss Gibbs 
and the Dunhills were requested 
by Kaye. They have previously 
appeared with the comic at the 
Roxy, N. Y., and Chicago, Chicago. 
The Dunhills had to be pulled 
from a stand at the Casino thea- 
tre, Toronto, to make the stand. 
Beachcomber appearance will be 
Miss Gibbs’ first cafe date in sev- 
eral years. 

Kaye is getting the record salary 
of $25,000 weekly on the Beach- 
comber stand. 


is 





Evans will | 
New York for three | 


de- | 
of top bands on | 


is seen in the case of 








Eddie Davis Recovering 
From Smashup Injuries 


i Eddie Davis, operator of Leon & 
| Eddie’s, N. Y., is recovering from 


injuries incurred in an auto col- 


| lision, near Philadelphia, last week. 
| Davis and his son, Eddie, Jr., were 
| treated at the Bryn Mawr hospitai, 
Bryn Mawr, Pa. The younger 
Davis was discharged early this 
week, and Davis is expected to 
leave within a few days. 

Crash occurred while Davis was 
driving his son to school at the 
Valley Forge Military Academy. 

Another casualty in the L&E 
operation is the return of Jeanne 
Sager to the hospital for treatment 
of rheumatic fever. She's the 
spot’s publicist. 


Mpls. Nitery Biz 
In Worst Slump 


Minneapolis, Jan. 17. 


Heavy nightelub business drop- 
off is giving operators headaches 
and plenty of cause for concern. 
Slump started well before Christ- 
mas and continued even through 
New Year’s eve when some of the 
leading establishments were only 
half filled. 

Club Carnival, bringing in the 
biggest and most expensive name 
‘attractions obtainable, has been 
especially hard hit. Its present 





operators have made known they’ll | 


relinquish spot when their lease 
expires a year hence. 

Development comes as some- 
what of a surprise in view of the 
fact that nitery trade boomed all 
through last summer and during 
the fall and early winter, with the 
public apparently undeterred by 
the inaugural of $1-$1.50 cover 
charges at two clubs. Now, how- 
ever, it’s evident there has been a 
substantial tightening of purse- 
strings, although the usual adverse 
wintry weather here, including 
near blizzards, sub-zero tempera- 
tures and icy roads and streets, are 
of course, a very bad influence. 


Fifth RKO Vaude Unit 
Set for 12-Wk. Tour 


The fifth RKO roadshow unit is 
slated for a 12-week tour opening 
in Cleveland, Jan. 25. Show will 
comprise the Roulettes, Dave and 
Dot Workman, Virginia Lee, Think- 
a-Drink Hoffman, Rex Weber, 
Manuel Vierra, Alan Carney and 
Salici Puppets. 

RKO is currently working on a 
sixth unit to take to the road with- 
in four weeks after Jan. 25. 


| years and also represent 


MCA Dickering for Takeover 
Of Linnit & Dunfee London Agency 


+ 
7 


Negotiations have been resumed 


‘between Music Corp. of America 


and the Linnit & Dunfee Agency, 
London, for purchase of the latter 
by MCA. Larry Barnett, MCA 
veepee, is going to London next 
month, for confabs witfi the British 
percenters. 

Deal was in the works last year, 
and MCA president Lew Wasser- 
man went to London for the pact- 
ing, but deal failed to jell. 

MCA is anxious for European 
representation, but will not split 
commissions with any office. Con- 
sequently, it prefers to buy an 
established agency. Last year, 
MCA tried to purchase the Lew & 
Leslie Grade Agency, and had re- 
portedly bid $500,000 for it. - The 
Linnit & Dunfee offer was said to 
be $1,000,000. 

Linnit & Dunfee have been en- 
gaged in legit production for some 
a large 
film clientele. The variety end of 
the L&D agency isn’t as heavy as 
their other fields. 

MCA. has wanted greater Euro- 
pean representation for some years, 
Although it has had representatives 
on the Continent, organization has 
long felt that expansion would be 
greater if it acquired an already 
established agency. 





New Brooklyn Nitery 

New Brookiyn nitery, the Tabu, 
preems Friday (20). 

Opening will feature songstress 
Dolly Dawn. 





JUDY CANOVA 


AMERICA’S NO. 1 
COMEDIENNE 








WM. H. KING 


Exclusive Management: 


2025 N. Argyle Ave. 
Hollywood 28, Calif. 
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Say Thanks to 


and WELCOME 


VIVIAN BLAINE 


WHOM WE OPEN AT THE 


OLYMPIA THEATRE, Miami, February 1 


me BLACKBURN TWINS 
JANET BLAIR 


and Wish Her Great Success for the Future 








THE BLAIR-BLACKBURN ACT 


Currently at Ciro's, Hollywood 


Thanks to H. D. 
PEGGY LOEB, Our Manager 


and 


MCA 


HOVER 
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Night Club Reviews 


Wedgwood Room, N.Y. | 
(HOTEL WALDORF-ASTORIA) 
Dinah Shore, Emil Coleman 

Orch, Mischa Borr Latin Orch; $2 









































“Blues in the Night,” “Little Girl 
Blue,” “Holding Hands at Mid- 
night,” “I'll Be Seeing You,” “Dear 
Hearts and Gentle People,” “Man | 














































Terrace Room, N. Y. 
(NEW YORKER HOTEL) 


Johnny Long Orch (14) with | the dastard who kidnaps Miss Stan- 
Hoctor & Byrd, |ley, shows promise 


Janet Brace, 


Roger Ray, Patti Page; no mini- 
mum, cover, $1 weekdays, $1.50 |of space, Janet Campbell an 


weekends. 




















femme love interest. Sammy Shore, 
as the dude ranchhand and later 


of developing 
lack 
Jack 
'Tygett carry off dance honors with 
some semi-original routines — a 
challenge dance and a terp session 


as a comic. Whi'’e limited b 





ee 


Copa City, Miami Beach 
Miami Beach, Jan. 15. 

Carmen Miranda, Joey Bishop 
Mazzone - Abbott Dancers, Aig 
Boys, Myrna Bell, Herb George 
Arden-Fletcher Line (18); David 
Tyler and Don Ostro orchs: minj. 
mum, $2-$3. Barry Gray in Flamin. 
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minimum after 10. | Around the House,’ and “Melan- Introduction of a floor show at )stterned after the Mack Sennett | go Lounge; no minimum. =. 
———— _. | choly Baby. 2 : the New Yorker’s Terrace Room | pajjet in “High Button Shoes.” esvennene sidera 
It’s beea eight years since Dinah! | Ticker Freeman, longtime ac- marks the third change in policy at | Songs, with the exception of one,| Full cycle has been completed mediun 
Shore has made a cafe appearance Comp for Miss Shore, is again at ine snot within less than a year— | “Arizona,” penned for the show by in policy for this plush spot, which New 
—and her only other, incidentally, | the lvories. : ‘from ice shows to the “Salute to d. oldies all in western | started with a unit plus admission city of 
was also at the Wedgwood Room.| Emil Coleman and Mischa Borr (0). porter.” which New Yorkers us exception of “To| idea, and now has returned to the face’s 
Those eight years have seen the Orchs play a neat brand of dansapa- 4: 4,4 go for, to the current layout. | Rach His Own.” leader’s top hit,|topliner basis, with minimum names 
ae noe Dh } headin pn er Looking at this show provides ew wl sneaked in from left field | charge to rejoin the “name’”’ spots. yirtuall 
top of the recording names, and . , ‘the impression that the floor show eit or r - well. “But-| he current layout is fas tlet. 
the result was that you couldn't Embassy Reom. Wash. ojicy will be only temporary, too agg? ovsows” “That a-Way,” | me and well-balanced’ — et 
have squeezed another disk com- (STATLER HOTEL) Not that the show is poor; it’s just “Single Saddle.” “Ragtime Cowboy | though still not up to the sellout aren't ¢ 
pany veepee into the Wedgwood ' _ Washington, Jan. 13. that the idea doesn’t seem to fit yoo” are woven in deftly with| houses which Murray Weinger and that ta 
Room when she reappeared there Carl Brisson, Evalyn Tyner and the room. There’s a definite fill-in Howard taking the main spot and|company are seeking. However f $1,5 
last Thursday midnight (12) at Ted Alexander, Combo, Herbie Col- impression to the whole affair that in most cases backed ably by band- steadily building biz should keep 0 The 
ad sae of her current engage- lins Orch (10); cover, $1.50-$2. isn’t easy to explain. men Norm Lee and ey Se them happy ‘ And in Carmen Mi- dent ir 
lent. : Current s , headed by Patti (Cos Ss ‘e authentic, bu n€ | randa they have an act that thi ‘ 
And Miss Shore didn’t disap- Carl Brisson, the Great Dane of bone Meee Bien s fr a pean anne settee is rather sparse, aS_ time out, hits for full aud apprecia- a4 ie Z 
oint. The more captious might show. business, is making friends isn’t standout. but it’s entertaining jis the three-gal line. tion via the same baSic ingredients rs 
ee opined that doing a flock of and influencing customers on his and easily worth the $1 and $1.50 The 13-piece outfit is almost which brought her to the top, plus that 
her past hits didn’t constitute a fortnight stand at the town’s lead- .4.., the spot gets. Hoctor & double the size of the last few ag-|the type of presentation that is enough 
cafe act, but then Miss Shore is ing night spot. While Hildegarde’s vig a fresh-appearing dance team gregations, but the large crowd, | necessary to her style of song pur- tures 0 
the kind of singer whose special engagements are the absolute tops | who do a group of paired and solo which came in near-zero weather | yeying. too mu 
material and special arrangements for the room, Brisson is crowding |tay To Ballet” routines, get it off for the opening. fills the floor be-| Dressed in bizarre costumes dred d 
are comparatively unimportant.| her and drawing his share of big), 4 neat start. Their work is tween shows. Howard mixes his) ..nnlete to the fruit-bowl topper. quence, 
She has too many recording hits name folks to listen and watch as|onart and doubly appealing since tunes, but always keeps to the ae Gow works in front of = ine around 
to her credit, is too fine a warbler, he makes with a song and a smile. they’re a cleancut, neatly costumed sweet, somewhat sentimental tunes | ctrumentat combo which back- hoisted 
per se, to require a fancy cafe Brisson works hard in the Em- pair. for the majority of his library, and | grounds her Latinairs colorfully and in 
act with which to click. She just bassy Room; he gets his audience Roger Ray’s screwball comedy | doesn’t spare himself in the Sing-|4q adds zing to the impact. As market 
has to sing—and that's all, brother. with a varied repertoire of SOn8S has been around, but here it has ing sessions. Zabe. | usual, she plays to the ringsiders, when 
osm cag Ws aad agency — co Rae Mages: Fag eee been cut down. eliminating his a | After her or geet stuff, she comes they ne 
mobbed the Waldorf room as Miss : 5 ir «credited takeoff Skelton’s > y # | back sans the headgear for a smar » 
Shore ran the gamut from her among the customers with the mi- “television” ‘a a la prong penthouse pos om se frmb - real color of her fale. ate 
opening “Delightful, Delicious” to crophone on a long cable. He vith the highly amusing “Indian ,, William vig + salah hie Sey + Femme part of aud went with her The : 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter.” In prowls among the tables. to the 7 o.. Gan” on ‘vibraharp, a funny Herb Schutz, Margaret Scott; min ion that, and the males on the ide 
between there were rhythm tunes, delight of the gals, perches on toP | bit and follows with a host of an- #7” $3.50. | visual appeal. Manglin® of the Jan- ine 
ballads, blues, novelties—and there of a grand piano, stands on chairs ji: that amount to little. but ar ..| guage is still part of the act. and Charles 
oe i » voice as and sits their backs and gen- ~*~ . 7 ‘| Lately it’s become axiomatic | 8uage Is § P Peas slashing 
was nary a falter in the voice as and sits on their backs a 8 which draw good laugh reaction siness rises| adds again to values. Background- 
she socked home. A notable nov- erally keeps moving. He sings both , t : that the Penthouse business rises | 2 ‘be be ar group is aptly handled weekly 
eltv—from the Coast revue, “Ala in English and Danish. At show , Patti Page goes over nicely, too. and falls coincidentally with the —- oa her off te advantage spot, Ww 
Carte”—is “I Ought to Know More caught he had an official of the She sings a number of pops and sporadic appearances of Bill Tab- | an os “Bi } holds u % well j line cos 
About You,” and it has a nifty Danish Embassy in the audience Standards and draws good reaction, pert, doubling from “South Paci-| Joes age a — % rae pate 
lyric which Miss Shore also whams. who helped him do old country a for wee Teason not as well as fic.” His entry into that spot has | . y = gti more. 
Typical of her tune range are mumbers for a big hand. hat ge an onan oe ene become the signal for | (Continued on page 46) Agen 
“Didn’t Know What Time It Was,” Brisson opens in the dark with - Agntly or. wr at houses. Last season he signed for ae ae the sit 
“White Gardenias” and then, as ®!V€S her a cold look or some in- |g jong term, which is being played that hha 
- the spots go on, gives out with a ee el ag of “rg Fert gore on a non-consecutive basis, because ACTS, GAGS, SCRIPTS, oe 4 th 
number of welcome to the audi- T@SPonsible, she still doesn’t reg- of his bicycling between the PARODIES, SPECIAL SONGS ae 
ence ister fully. She opens with “Dear Rodgers & Hammerstein show is 1950 CATALOG FREE attempt 
arty : Hearts and Gentle People,” gets obviously a strain. : ‘ to go 
From that point on, he keeps the room working with her on . ie ag! —o 7 Largest Selection of Camedy Material names 
throwing them over the plate— «) page le 4 ” ‘ Tabbert’s tenor 1s worthy 0 ft e in Showbiz! We also write material : . 
nrot SB tne! é Money Marbles and Chalk,” then’ , °°" — 7 to order. this spc 
cv singing ; op : 9 “ draw he’s getting here. He’s clicko p 
f singing, kidding with the gals at “fyes Wide Open” and “Okla- , 
C end the tables, and exchanging cracks poma Blues.” P ‘on all counts and it appears that J. & H. KLEINMAN | ably. A 
Oo: with an occasional drunk. a : aes he can continue to draw in this | 5146-K Strohm, North eweod, Cal, ing to ti 
: |, Johnny Long’s combination of colorful intimerie as long as he Telephone: Hillside 0141 for at |] 
Among his numbers at show five brass, five sax and three elects to multiple employment — 
os caught were “Just For Laughs,” \rhythm, does a real nice job. The | <ked. | pee roe 
A Comedy ilice Girl on the Corner,” Hing|band is fair musically, but it| Other entertainer on the bill, | “ —_ ST 
of Errors" Around Rosie’s Finger,” “When I pushes out good dance music and | «,° "hase seas , ver co Always Working RS 
Smoke a Cigarette,” “Henrietta’s g goodly number of full-band »viela, Guyse. is also getting in Se: 
at Weddi ” OR Leaf Clover.” ie —e ‘ a come from two sources. Her pri-'§f 6 ” Re 
eaaing, our Léa over, chorused vocals such as his cur- mary stint is in “Lost in the Stars.” H By 
STATE which he has the audience singing rent click, “We'll Build a Bunga- a cone ae Stine. Cinwae there’s “ ‘ Res 
with him; “Lamplighter,” “Wed- jow.” It keeps the dance floor 17 Ue case oF Aiiss Muyse, | , NOW FAY'S THEATRE 3 
HARTFORD ding of Lili Marlene,” “Some En- crowded and that’s what counts a good primitive quality = her Providence R { = 
Ses Mgt.: JOHN SINGER chanted Evening” and “Cocktails here. — ie Gar te path 4 JACK MALCHEIM A ’ . 
3 ines Wie OO ers re se “te i 5 . 3 
ye Fh i = tet of aenmemeens. & tol Janet Brace handles vocals with display that attribute except in _ sta a 
—— ——y | of dimples, a lot of deep-throated the band. She’s a performer of the one instance where she sings a | ——— Se 
y ae d little doubt tl his Marion Hutton type and her sing- street-vendor song from that show. eae 
OU MUST VISIT music, an ittle doubt that thi: ing is okay Wood : : s Re 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY is a romantic-looking guy for the g y. ooa. | This Negro looker Is good for cafe . 
when in LONDON for Baraains in | °!4¢" 284 even younger gals who | work, but her efforts would be en-| GAG FILE as 
fon, Fur Coats leqnagn revit non iyi T this t sf | eens yg no la ee eee a = 
, ' ’ valyn Tyner, this town’s favor- | icago, Jan. 11. | ee H : ’ ; Baas 
and Sports Goods:—Call at 1 Port- [| ite pianist (next to Prexy Tru-| Eddy Howard, Jean Stanley,| Lull_entertainment is by Mar-| Radio writer's large index 
man Street (corner of Oxford | man), grinds out her fluid music, Sanyny Shore, Janet Campbell, garet Scott on the concertina and | ed gag file for sale. 
Street), Marble Arch, London, W.1. | backed up by drums and bull fid- Jack Tygett, Line (3), Eddy How-| Herb Schutz, pianist. Jose. , 
dler. Lowe. ard Orch; minimum $2.39, cover knighthood is still in flower. | CALL OR 4-7089 Mornings 
ee ~ 80c. | Burton. 
Hokey western revue, “That-a-| 
Way,” is a perfect vehicle for Eddy | ¢ 
foward, crooning bandleader. d 
lhird of a series spotlightin, the 
talents of orch leaders, this is the 
first which has been fashioned with 
that thought in mind. Book by Skee 
Wolf, radio writer, gives maestro re Pie ye 
fine opportunity to display his vo- America’s Most Original Satirist ' 
calistics in neat fashion. Howard, 
who takes the lead role of the east- c ° 
erner who comes west to relax and urrently Appearing 
escape from women, runs through Thank: 
his 45-minute stint ‘completely at CHINA DOLL. N York 
ease. | i ew or Agent 
main Fm the gal seeking 
‘<q 4 muscle-man, effervesces a bit too | Dir.: GA : -WORTH 
sq much, but otherwise does well in| . Pers. Mgr.: MARTIN-WO 
‘the song department and provides | 
———————————— —w = pinata Ree ———— 
<a m — 
01 
Vaudeville Is Back at the Orpheum Theatre, Kansas City ° bial 
ee ne ean 
. . . > . eterna 
Our Thanks for a Terrific Week to Fox Midwest and Jimmy Nixon 
AE With ES 
a 
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Cafe Formats Squeeze Medium Priced 


Talent Out of N. 


Talent agencies are finding con- 
siderable difficulty in spotting their 
medium bracketed talent around 
New York. The comparative pau- 
city of niterles coupled with boni- 
face’s penchant for either top 
names Or production 
virtually eliminated cafes as an 
outlet. Vaudeville isn’t providing 

a good outlet either because there 

aren't enough houses with budgets 

that take in acts getting upwards 
of $1,500. 

The situation is especially evi- 
dent in cafes, which until a year 
or so ago took up the bulk of the 
moderate priced talent. Prior to 
that time, business was good 
enough to warrant extra expendi- 
tures on talent. It didn’t matter 
too much if an act cost a few hun- 
dred dollars more. As a _ conse- 
quence, acts that had been getting 
around $500, by gradual degrees, 
hoisted their salaries up to $2,500 
and in some cases even more. The 
market for these acts disappeared 
when bonifaces discovered that 
they needed either top names or 
could only afford performers that 
cost under $1,000. 

The same is true in many cafes 
outside of New York. The Club 
Charles, Baltimore, for example is 
slashing its budget to about $1,500 
weekly for four or five acts. This 
spot, which recently eliminated a 
line costing around $1,000, at one 
time used turns costing $5,000 or 
more. 

Agencies are attempting to solve 
the situation by convincing cafes 
that haven’t been using names to 
hypo their budgets. One agency is 
attempting to get Leon & Eddie’s 
to go in for consistent use of 
names. Myron Cohen’s stand at 
this spot upped business consfder- 
ably. Agencies are similarly pitch- 
ing to the RKO toppers to sheli out 
for at least one medium-bracketed 

















7-Year-Old GENE 


IMAE 


World's Youngest 
Harmonica Player 





Thanks, Mr. Ed Sullivan and My 
Agent Mark Leddy, for my TY Shofs. 


OH YES =. 
DAD’S 
AT THE PALACE 
ON BROADWAY 





Y. Booking Picture 


performer in order to carry the bill 
and provide a degree of marquee 


‘lure at the Palace theatre, N. Y.| 


shows has | 


So far neither spot has indicated | 


that it will go along with this | 
pitch. | 
Many acts have taken salary 


slashes as a result of this situation. 


ithe gang, 


| (Chicago theatre), 


Percenters fear that more will 
ha +a follow Pe J 4h acs nam 4 ha 
nave ww VilUw AL tne y re lu ve 
booked with any degree of fre- 


quency. 


Rialto, Chi, Leased 
For Burley Shows 


Chicago, Jan. 17. 
Rialto theatre here switches 
back to burlesque policy under 
aegis of Phil Rosenberg and Dick 
Zeisler, who have leased the house 





from N. S. Barger. During the 
war name was changed to the 
Downtown and played vaudeville, | 


which failed to click. 

Rosenberg, who was chief book- | 
er for Izzy Hirst circuit, will install 
stock burley when house reopens 
Jan. 27, 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy <u 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Jan. 17. 

All night spots here did a turn- 
away business during the holidays. 
However, Colonial Inn, Hennes- 
sey’s, Major Dawson’s and Sparky’s ' 
Tavern have shuttered until spring. 
Durgan’s stays open with occasion- 
al floorshow and dancing. 

Robert Pasquale, Philadelphia 
WB manager, given an all-clear to 
resume work in the spring. 

Louise (RKO) Harris left for 
N. Y. with an absolute all-clear. 

Harry Martin, comedian, who 
commuted here daily from his 
Lake Placid vacation to entertain 
left for N. Y. C. and 
southern bookings. 

Charles Kaufhold in and out of 
operating room for an emergency 
operation. His wife, Julia Kauf- 
hold, received her first real good 
medical report. 

Ben Schaffer floored by a cardiac 


attack that shot him into the in- 
firmary for a short period. 

Joe (UA) Phillips has been 
upped but fighting off a severe 


cold. 

Len Grotte (Loew manager) un- 
der observation of local and Mon- 
treal specialist before going into 


the general hospital here for an- 
other stomach operation. 
The Joseph Muellers in from 


Chicago to visit with Jenny Foley 
who is taking 
to the rest routine nicely and show- 
ing slight progress. 

Mary Coldiron, former Swiss 
Chalet nitery owner who recently 
took over Mark’s Grill, midtown 
eatery, folded spot and goes to 
Florida for balance of season. 

Among the showfolks at the Ray- 
brook (N. Y.) sanatorium who re- 
port a definite progress are: Seni 
Okum, Patricia Mitchell, Isabelle 
Rook, Princess Benedict and Eddie 
Dowd. 

John Lake, former announcer 
for Amos ’n’ Andy radio show. whe 
registered nifty progress during 
his first month here, upped for pic- 
tures twice weekly. 

Eddie Vogt back in circulation 
after 10 day furlough in N. Y. C. 

Write to those who are ill. 





Benny Fields playing his first 
Broadway vaude date since the 
foldo of Loew’s State, at the Capi- 
tol theatre, Feb. 16. 


| Assn., 
joined forces to form the Inter- 


| show billed as the 


Rival Philly Agent 


Groups Form Merger | 
Philadelphia, Jan. 17. 
Entertainment Managers 
and the Variety Bookers 
rival agents groups, have 


The 
Assn. 


state Theatrical Agents Protective 


| Assn. 


The new organization plans to 
institute a number of reforms by 
the time it udopts the new con- 
stitution in March. The bookers’ 
first project will be a minimum 
selling price for acts and orches- 


Devaluation Hasn't Affected British 
Bookings, Sez Parnell on U.S. Trip 








tras, with the commission includ- | 


ed. The move is geared to make 
certain no agent will be able to 
submit acts under price. Inter- 


| State also »lans to work for a new 
| Rule B_ with 


the AGVA. They 
want it modified and adapted to 
changes in the business since 1944, 
when it was first set up. 


Bob Bennett is acting as tempo- | 


rary president until the election of 


officers-in March, and Joel Charles 


is the temporary secretary. 





Weismuller’s Aquacade 


Set for 20 Weeks Tour 


| for three weeks. 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 


Johnny Weismuller will hit the | 


water beginning March 12 


9 


aquacade,” with a tour opening in 
Mexico City, moving to Texas and 


in a! 
“world’s largest 


Mutual’s Cleve. Branch 
Chicago, Jan. 17. 


Mutual Entertainment Agency, 


which absorbed Billboard Attrac- 
tions several weeks ago, is open- 
ing a Cleveland office with Phil 


Brown handling accounts in that 
area. 
Other branches will be set up 


in Detroit and Dallas. 


Lack of Tourist Trade 
Hits Walters’ Havana Show 


Havana, Jan. 17. 

The Lou Walters revue “From 
New York to Paris” at the Blan- 
quita theatre, isn’t drawing as ex- 
pected. First week’s gross was 
around $40,000 and subsequent 
takes were considerably lower. 
Show which opened Dec. 29, is set 





It’s felt that Havana isn’t draw- 
ing enough tourists to fill this 
house seating more than_ 6,000. 
Consequently, followup shows will 
have to be budgeted at a lower 





| Britain’s 


-¢booking of American headliners in 
| British vaude houses, according to 
| Val Parnell, managing director of 
{the Moss-Empire 


theatre chain. 
Parnell arrived last week in the 
U. S. and leaves today (Wed.) for 
the Coast where he will attempt to 
pact film names for Palladium ap- 
pearances. 

Parnell stated that the kind of 
acts he’s seeking to top the Palla- 
dium bills are mainly those who 
will appreciate the “honor of head- 


| lining at the world’s foremost vari- 


” 


ety house. The salary cut result- 
ing from the lower value of the 
3ritish pound is no drawback to 
the type of acts he’s seeking, Par- 
nell stated. 

Producer also stated that the 
combination film and variety poli- 
cy recently instituted at the Em- 
pire theatre, London, operated by 
Loew’s, constitutes no threat to 
two-a-day. He felt that 
it may hurt straight filmeries 
rather than houses with live talent. 

Palladium’s variety season starts 
March 27. Danny Thomas, who 
heads the preem layout, is the sole 
U. S. topliner booked so far. Par- 
nell will be accompanied on the 
Coast trip by Lew Grade, British 
percenter. who planed into the 
U. S. with him. 





then taking to the road for 20/ figure. Following the Coast trip, Parnell 
weeks. Swimmer, his business; Cafes, however, are doing bet- | will gander acts in Florida and will 
agent, Bo Roos, and Noel Sherman, | ter than usual with American tal-| confer with Thomas who'll be play- 
aquatic producer, are putting the ent, being aided by casino activity. ing date at La Boheme, Hallan- 
outfit together now. dale, Fla. 
Weismuller picked up some Arnaut Bros. open at the Em- 

swimming acts in Europe which | pire theatre, London, Jan.-23 for, Jane Douglass inte the Hotel 
will be incorporated in the show.’ three weeks. Barnum, Bridgeport, Jan. 25. 




























TIVOLI THEATRES, AUCKLAND, SYDNEY, MELBOURNE, BRISBANE * LONDON CASINO, LONDON | 





& 
teee NICE «MILAN 
CANNES papis 
| ‘ tated 
ROME > : 


MONTECARLO © 


Rio DE JANIERO! ee MELBOURNE 
_ BUENOS: aime BRISBANE. 


Personal Mgt.: KENNETH LATER ° 
THEATRE REPOSE, TURIN * RITZ HOTEL, BARCELONA * CASINO CAMPEONE, SWITZERLAND 





* PALM BEACH CASINO, CANNES * SPORTING ‘un | MONTE CARLO * CASINO MEDITER- : 


BACK FROM STAR-STUDDED TOUR 


ABOT = DRESDEN 


AMERICA’S THRILL IN DANCING 


- 
~ — 

“ ~. 

on ~ 


_ BARCELONA / TURIN 


s 


ee 


SIONEY 


. ON 
Phos 


Since Returning to the U.S. 


New Moon, St. Louis 
Merry Widow, Pitts. 
El Rancho, Las Vegas 






Capitol Theatre, Washington 
Palace Theatre, New York 
Palmer House, Chicago 


and COPACABANA new york 


Theatres: BERGER and TISHMAN 
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NEW YORK 


ees 
JUST COMPLETED 
Los ANGELES 


baited a dummy .. 


ORPHEUM THEATRE 


“Orpheum’s eurrent Saadovitle bill 
. Voice displacement stunts sell big . 


and 
CHICAGO 


NOW 


CAKLAND 


ORPHEUM THEATRE 


NEXT 


Ee oe 





CLIFFORD GUEST 


LESTER 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL PALMER HOUSE EL RANCHO VEGAS 


LAS VEGAS 
PLAYED 2 ENGAGEMENTS EACH IN PAST YEAR 


GOLDEN GATE THEATRE 
SAN FRANCISCO 


is “highlighted by one - of the cleverest ventriloquists who ever 
. Turn is highly recommended.” 


—DAILyY VARIETY. 

















Manegement: WM. MorRIS 


AGENCY, INC. 
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Copa City. Miami Beach 


spot; coming on while the debris 
left by the Mazzone-Abbott dancers 
is being cleaned up. His material 
is the usual mixture of familiar 
and fresh. with enough twists of 
the “heard-before” to mark him 
ready for the bigger spots, once 
he adds some material tailored to 
that pale pan. House went tor him 
sil the way. 

Apache act of the Mazzone Ab 
bott group is fast and furious. 
Paris saloon fight over the dames, 
complete to the scenery wrecking, 
accomped by femme screams and 
the gunshots, holds interest and 
sends them off to plaudits. 

Production holds over, with the 
sock one-ring circus finale more 
than ever an outstander. Costum- 
ing is daring and adds to 18 gal 
line’s s.a. Asia Boys almost steal 

roceedings with their amazing 
Calenetene. Myrna Bell's spins are 
tops. Herb George. production 
singer, rates a bow for his excel- 
lent song projections to the group 
routines. 

David Tyler and his orchestra 
background in usual top fashion, 
while Don Ostro and his unit keep 





a ener 





| Night Club Reviews 


| — Continued from page 44 





PRODUCTIONS 
ARTS ET SPECTACLES 


PARIS 


General Manager 


JULES BORKON 


Currently in Paris: \ 


Stage Production with 


SACHA GUITRY 
and FERNANDEL 
Stage Productions Touring in Europe 
(1950-51): 
MAURICE CHEVALIER 
FERNANDEL 
GEORGES GUETARY 
JOSEPHINE BAKER 
BOURVIL 
LUIS MARIANO 
GABY MORLEY 


In Preparation: 
Motion Picture Production with 


SACHA GUITRY 
and FERNANDEL 


All Negro Variety Production 
for European Tour 


“BALLET DE L’OPERA 
DE PARIS" Scheduled 
for Tour in America 
(1951) 
‘|Contact JULES BORKON at| 
Hotel Plaza, New York, until | 
January 22. \ 




















iit Altman Country Club, Haverstraw, N. Y. 
Or Phone Haverstraw 2076 
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§ ENTERTAINMENT DIRECTOR 

g ro all year round weekend position, high 
class resort hotel, mear N. Y Personable 

! ougenial young man, must be good ne 

Band act as M.C. Must play accordion. guita 
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the rhumbaddicts happy 
shows. 

Barry Gray, in the lounge (now 
called the Flamingo Room), keeps 
the 250-seat adjunct packed dur- 
ing his three-hour aircast. Back in 
this spot, he is again getting the 
top acts and celebs in town. 

Lary. 


O@Gval Reom. Boston - 
(COPLEY PLAZA HOTEL) 


Boston, Jan. 12. 
Kay Thompson, with George 
Martin, Lee Scott & Buzz Miller, 


Dick Barlow Orch meiRImMUMs, 


$1.50, $2. 


(8); 


With a new trio of youngsters 
backgrounding her and a new set 
of sketches, Kay Thompscn is 
again wowing the patrons of this 
top hotel location in town. 

The. comedienne, who has her 
own special following of connois- 
seurs locally, does four of her 
upper-level song and dance sketch- 
es and encores with a fifth. 

She opens with a sketch called 
“Ruby From Morocco,” a reason 
ably naughty affair that clicks from 


the outset. In a different vein is 
“Madeleine D’Esprit, a _ highly 
eynical commentary on  much- 


married women that rates high in 
intellectual guffaws. “I’ve Got the 
Blues” and “Birds Are Talking” 
follow, both displaying her subtle 
vocalizing while at the same time 
giving her plenty of room for her 
special brand of choreography. 

In all these, as in the finale “You 
Gotta Rejoice,”’ she is ably second- 
ed by George Martin, Lee Scott 
and Buzz Miller, who are basically 
hoofers but who can sing and act 
well enough to give her plenty of 
support. Her accompanist and the 
Dick Barlow band back her up 
nicely. Elie. 

Cafe Society. N. Y. 

Rose 

Orch (9); minimum, $3.50. 


Murphy, Illineis Jacquet 


The Cafe Society Downtown 
show is shorter than usual, with 
Rose Murphy and the Illinois Jac- 
quet band comprising the layout. 
It’s a quality stanza with plenty 
entertainment vitamins and_ has 
sufficient variety. 

Miss Murphy's highchair chan- 
ties are surefire applause getters. 
She gives the impression that she 
enjoys her work and conveys such 


idea to the audience. Her catalog 
which retains such reliables as 
“Can’t Give You Anything But 
Love” and ‘“Cecelia’” make _ for 


amusing listening and win encores. 
The Jacquet crew is one of the 
largest bands to play this nitery, 
and appears like it’s making a bid 
for the 52d street trade. It’s a wild 
contrast to the Miss Murphy's 
chee-chee. It’s rough and rugged 
fare with esoteric qualities for the 
jazzists. Withal, Jacquet’s presenta- 
tions are showmaniy. His sax vir- 
tuosity is tops and his sidemen are 
similarly gifted in this field. 
Jacquet’s combo of nine consists 
of equal portions of brass, reeds 
and rhythm. His arrangements are 
colorful and he’s a prime draw for 
the cultists. At the same time, the 
band has down to earth musical 
qualities for those striving to un- 
derstand modern musical thought. 
Jose. 
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Maisonette. N. Y. 
(HOTEL ST. REGIS) 
Rosalind Courtright, Milt Shaw 
Orch, Laszlo & Pepito’s Ensembie; 
$1.50-$2 cover after 10. 


For someone as new to the class 
cafes as Rosalind Courtright, it 
would seem like a long chance for 
the Maisonette to entrust to her 
the solo entertainment chores. But 
Miss Courtright, who made her 
nitery debut here just two years 
ago, is an improved performer. and 
there’s little that she lacks to keep 
this audience entertained. 

In a routine that, perhaps, is 
marked by some wunhiimaginative 
arrangements, Miss Courtright 
makes an attractive personality on 

cafe floor, and her voice shows 
considerably more depth and phras- 
ing know-how than when last she 
appeared locally. What she can em- 
phasize is a better selection of 
numbers, since there’s a lack of 
zing to most of her tunes and a 
need for better pacing. But, over- 
all, there has been a marked at- 
tention to her young career, and 
that goes for an obvious vocal 
training, orchestrations and groom- 
ing. 

Does such songs as “Bluebird 
Singing” (too tame for an opener), 
“Little Girl From Little Rock,” 
“Diamonds Are Girls Best 
Friend” (from “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes”), “Granada” (not her 
dish), “Mon Amour” and “Tales 
of Vienna Woods” (too corny). 

Milt Shaw’s orch is the accomp 
behind Miss Courtright, and does 
a neat job; ditto Shaw’s music for 
the customer terps, along with 
Laszlo & Pepito’s Latin ensemble. 

Kahn, 


Chez Carrere, Paris 
Paris, Jan. 5. 
Peggy Fears, Huglhi Shannon, 
Leo Chauliac Orch (6), Marilyn 
Gerson, Ruben Calvado (5) Latin 
Orch. 





Chez Carrere, catering fo the 
carriage trade, is doing sock biz 
with revamped entertainment °pol- 
icy. Current show is headlined 
by Peggy Fears, who captivates the 
customers with oldies blended with 
a few of the more fetching new 
tunes. The international cafe socie- 
ty go for her great personal charm 
and well directed delivery. Origi- 
nally here for an eight-week stint, 
she has now been booked for in- 
definite run. Capable pianist Leo 
Chauliae and his orchestra execute 
expert arrangements. Using ali the 
iricks of the trade 
magnificently have been contribu. 
ing factors in making Miss Fears’ 
return to Paris one of the season’s 
pleasant successes. 

Husky-voiced Hugh Shannon 
scores heavily with slightly south- 
ern accented singing of the blues 
as they should be sung. His easy 
to listen to style set the Capri 
crowd on its ear at the chie Italian 


ena Arace 
and dressing 


resort last summer, which was his | 


first engagement in Europe. Judg- 
ing from the applause. after this 
Paris preem he can write his own 
ticket. Particularly outstanding are 
refreshing renditions of the old 
show tunes so popular with the 
continents’ American colony. 


Colorful part of the program 
are the neatly trumpeted Latin 
rhythms of Cuban export Ruben 
Calvado and his crew, featuring 
also the flexible native dancer, 
Juancito Forcades, who highlights 
his act with a tricky bit of- rhum- 
ba while balancing a glass of water 
on his head, accompanied by well- 
paced background bongo beats. 

Pretty, young Marilyn Gerson 
ably handles the 


-Jeffries, 


warbling with! 


; ‘top draw. ‘ : | 
smooth orch of Chauliac Pet 


dance-time. 
Hosting of genial Maurice Car- | 

rere contributes in making his soft- | 

ly lit, elegantly decorated room a 


Villa D’Este. Paris 
Paris, Jan. 7. | 

Jacques Meyran, Serge Davt, 
Lilo, Ruddy Castell Orch (5); no 


caver. 





Plush intime spot is situated | 
around the corner from the Bacar- | 
ra and Le Lido, off the Champes 
Elysees. Spot caters to the French 
pop-price crowd for the most part, 
and has a show geared for Gallie | 
taste. At present club gets hiitie 
tourist trade, but may close for 
new decor and reopen with an in- 
ternationally slanted show. 

Proceedings commence 
Serge Davi, who gives a madcap 
performance ranging from a Rus- 
sian singer to an old sea captain. 
He uses an assortment of wigs 
and caps and sasses the audience, 
leap frogs ove: newcomers, but 
the crowd eats it up. He also 
does some easy to take warbling. 
Next comes Lilo, a dynamic, 
throaty songstress, who also) 
heckles the crowd and picks out 
shy-type men to entice with double 
entendre lyrics. She kisses bald 
pates, has the crowd join in a 
singfest, and scores for socko ap- 
plause. Show is rounded out by 
Jacques Meyran with songs and 
patter, whose glib adlibbing quicky 
wins the house. 

Decor, patterned after the fa- 
mous Italian chateau, is lush and 
in good taste. A raised ramp gives 
outside seaters a good view. Place 
is adroitly lit, and Ruddy Castell 
and his Cuban ensemble supply 
good dance music. With the pres- 
ent slump in the little niteries biz 
is not quite up to par, but man- 
ages to hold its own. Mosk. 


with | 


Shelburne Lounge. N. Y. 

Herb Jeffries, Kaye Ballard, 
Beachcombers (4), Norman Wal 
lace, Cy Coleman Trio; minimum 


$3.50. 

The Shelburne Lounge is con-| 
tinuing to purvey an adult brand 
of entertainment. Policy is ap- 
parently paying off as this spot is 
one of the sleepers around town. 
Located out of the theatrical dis- 
trict in :. room which has tried a 
multitude of policies, it is getting 
into the tall coin with moderate 
priced talent. Show, as well as the 


Lounge, appears to be on solid 
ground. 
Most of the turns have proved 


themselves in intimeries. The ma- 
jor elements of the show are Herb 
Kaye Ballard, and the 
Beachcombers. Norman Wallace 
and Cy Coleman trio hold over. 
Jeffries has a big voice that can 
be toned down to fill requirements 
of smaller rooms. The restraint is 
suitable for the room and the num- | 
bers are well-selected to get ap- 
plause from all types of patronage. | 
Miss Ballard has a batch of new | 
material that comes off well. She 
is a clever comedienne, whose 
character studies are on the un- 
usual side. Her satire of a chan-| 
nel swimmer and a glamor girl 
talking to herself are the high- 
lights of her stanza and excellent 
applause bait. 
Holdover Norman Wallace is 
continuing to improve. He's ap- 
parently given up comedic aspira- 
tions and is concentrating on sing- 
ing. In that department his stoeks 
are rising. The Beachcombers (4) 
are further discussed under New 
Acts. Cy Coleman’s pianistics give 
the room no lulls. His work is in- 
teresting enough to command at- 
tention at all times. Jose. 
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Cocoanut Grove, L. 4, 
(AMBASSADOR HOTEL) 
Los Angeles, Jan. 12 


Carmen Cavallaro and His 0,;, h 


(15), The Modernaires (5); 
$1.50. 





Well-balanced evening of musie 
and song features the new 


show 
at the Grove here, with Meee 


rmen 
bdern- 


lusty specialties and some old 
faves. Cavallaro, who heads the 
bill, also does a nice job emceeing 
and pleases with his orchestra's 
smooth dance tunes. : 

Best of the Latin virtuoso’s pwy 
numbers were a “Mysierioso {or 
Piano and Muted Brass,” with 
three trumpeters backing his spec. 


tacular work at the keyboard: 4 
solid “Begin the Beguine.” wiih 
full orchestra and a hot, in-ihe. 


groove “Carioca.” 
Modernaires are excellent w 
they tak. to the mike, but too 
much of their time is taken uy 
with special material that has no 
particular flavor except in the way 
they put it over with their fine 
harmonizing. Tops in their reper- 
toire is a “Bel-Air Party” medley 
in which they imitate the Mills 
Bros. doing “Paper Doll” and do 
a superb satire on lugubrious west- 
ern balladeers with an amusing 
“Blue Water.” Dag 


hen 
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New Acts 


JULES MUNSHIN 
With Ann Anderson 
Comedy 

15 Mins. 

Chicago, Chi 

While comedian Jules Munshin 
nad a brief stint at New York's 
Cafe Society three years ago, it’s 
been about nine years since he has 
done a vaude turn; in the interim 
he’s been kept busy by the revue, 
“Call Me Mister,” and pictures. 
For presentation heuses he has 
much to offer, once he trims some 
of the visual stuff, which is too 
obseure for theatres. His droll ap- 
proach plus fanvy mugging and 
character delineations set him 
apart from the quick-quip come- 
dians. He’s a definite talent. 

After a few quick bits of busi- 
ness, he revives his salad-tossing 
episode from “Easter Parade,” 
which falters at the end as audi- 
ence can’t project imaginary salad 
ingredients flying all over. Done 
with real materials, routine would 
be punchy. His Met singer is 
tight and hokey, with Munshin pos- 
turing, groaning and actualiy sing- 
ing well in a few spots for hefty 
applause. 

Takeoff of Laurence Olivier as 
@ train announcer in Grand Cen- 
tral station is done in the best 
Shakespearean style, replete with 
hammy flourishes. Piece could 
stand a bit of editing, making it 
somewhat clearer in spots. For 
closer, he brings on his wife, Ann 
Anderson, late of Broadway’s 
“Lend An Ear.” Pair sing and 
dance ‘“McNamara’s Band,” jigging 
in fine fashion, but again it’s a 
bit long. 

For top cafes Munshin is a new 
personality; for theatres, with some 
revision, he’s also a strong entry. 

Zabe. 





LOLO & LITA 
Juggling & Dancing 
9 Mins.; Two 
Colonial, Albany 

Argentine husband-wife act, in 
this country only a month, skill- 
fully combines juggling, dancing 
and comedy. Blond, stocky Lita 
opens by singing a Latin number, 
mugging, mildly bust-bopping and 
torso-twisting in low-cut, loose- 
fitting blue gown. Lolo, in barrel- 
stave shoes and eccentric costume, 
joins her to provide entertainment 
with tap and acrobatic dancing. 
Latter includes toe stuff. 


Man, who draws snickers by 
pushing back imaginary hair on 
his almost baid pate, then pro- 


ceeds to juggling. One stunt is 
the spinning of a plate, on a rod. 
Climax is the simultaneous twirl- 
ing of six plates, on a metal table 
which partner brings out. Lolo 
builds this nicely for suspense and 
laughs. 

Duo, who caught on quickly in 
trey spot opening night, grabbed 
three bows; man _ walked into 

roscenium wall for final titter. 

hey might stand out sharper on 

a bill with fewer novelty and acro- 

batic acts; there were three here. 

Gal could make a costume oe. 
aco, 





GEORGE DUNN 
Comedy-Roping 
9 Mins.: Two 
Palace, N. Y. 


Whether it’s intentional or not, 
George Dunn does a carbon of the 
late Will Rogers in latter’s early 
vaude routines. He does the rop- 
ing, gives out with the witty and 
corny savings and, to top it, even 
looks and talks something like the 
late humorist. But he does it well 
enough so that even the staunchest 
= of Rogers shouldn't ob- 
ect. 

Dunn has a fine sense of timing, 
which helps sell his chatter for 
maximum results. He starts off by 
purposely lousing up the rope 
tricks to help spotlight the humor, 
but then puts the lariat through 
some intricate and well-executed 
maneuvers. He finishes with a 
sock exaggerated dance, taking 
him off the Rogers hook for the 
first time. He has the audience 
with him all the way here and 
looks -4 for any vaude or nitery 
bill feafuring such acts. Stal. 


TOMMY & MARGOT CONINE 
Dance 

8 Mins.: Three 

Palace, N. Y. 


This is a young and attractive 
dance team who should do okay 
once they acquire more experience. 
Male half of the act does some ex- 
tremely fine tapping in solo but 
Stays on too long. Their entire 
routine, in fact, could stand some 
judicious tightening. 

Duo opens with a fair tap turn. 
Gal then bows off while he hits the 
solo work. They team again for 
the finale. They look okay, for 
the standard nitery and vaudeo 
ookings as soon as they get the 
act down mere patly; - - - 


| 


| 


. 


‘ Stal. ~-Reg 


ANNE ROONEY 
Songs 

7 Mins.; Two 
Palace, N. Y. 


An attractive songstress but with 
only fair pipes, Anne Rooney*draws 
lukewarm response here. She in- 
dicates she might show better by 
rendering some pop ballads but 
confines her work to a short in- 
troduction with “’S Wonderful,” 
a special novelty number with a 
trick ending titled “‘Please Take 
Me Home” and impersonations of 
Judy Garland and Danny Kaye 

She hasn't the voice to imitate 
Miss Garland but fares better with 
her aping of Kaye’s “Dinah,” get- 
ting okay applause with the double- 
talk ending Miss Rooney is 
billed, incidentally, as a “motion 
picture singing starlet,” but 
looks, to need some tutoring in or- 
der to make the grade in vaude. 

Stal. 


she 


TUNE TATTLERS (4) 
Sones, comedy 

15 Mins. 

Bellevue Casino, Monireai 

The Tune Tattlers, three guys and 
a gal, are currently sparking the 
big production routines and click- 
ing in this flashy room on their 
solo session. Femme member of 
combo, wearing an eye-catching 
gown, mixes up her torching with 
hoked-up comedy and gives the act 
a good visual boost. 

Rhumba offering brings out their 
best comedy effort, and group is 
a natural fronting a big show that 
depends on volume and color to 
keep customer attention. Songs 
are all on the special line, and 
general arrangements are surefire. 
With a few ballads, team has def- 
inite theatre and video possibili- 
ties. Newt. 


GLEN ABBOTT 
Songs 

9 Mins. 

Park Ave., N. Y. 


Glen Abbott. a youthful red- 
head, has a style pitched in the 
bedside manner. He has still to 
learn much in order to achieve 
maximum effect in this direction, 
but apparently he’s on his way. 
He needs more maturity for this 
type of work, although his pipes 


have the proper placement for 
torch tunes. 
An aid also would be a greater 


Jose. 


variety of songs. 
THE BEACHCOMBERS (4) 
Songs 
9 Mins. 
Shelburne Lounge, N. Y. 
The Beachcombers, who former- 
ly toured with Johnny Long's 
band, are on solid ground for nit- 
eries and vauders. Turn com- 
prises three bovs and a Hawaiian 
girl who have developed a fetch- 
ing brand of rhythmics with suffi- 
cient terp interludes and motions 
to entice interest at all times. 


Most of their numbers have had. 


the benefit of exhibition in vaude 
houses. They're equally adaptable 
for cafes and could be used for 
recordings. Jose. 
BEVERLY DENNIS 
Songs 

10 Mins. 

Park Ave., N. Y. 

Beverly Dennis, late of the Den- 
nis Sisters, is currently a single. 
She’s utilizing the material from 
the former turn and it’s been well- 
tailored for solo work. 

Miss Dennis’ highlight is still 
the Hollywood bit, but there are 
others that serve her well, for 
example the Bill Robinson eulogy, 
which strikes a serious note to give 
her offering a greater degree of 
variety. Okay for cafe work. 

Jose. 





Regulations Snafu Plans 
For Lucey’s H’ wood Nitery 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 

Fire department here has so 
limited the number of patrons who 
can be seated in Lucey’s back 
room that the cafe management 
has abandoned its plan to start a 
small nitery. King Cole combo 
had been booked to establish the 
new policy at the restaurant. 

Cole’s manager, Carlos Gastel, 
agreed to tear up the contract 
when informed of the fire depart- 
ment ukase. Cole has now been 
booked for a Feb. 2-13 date at the 
southside Oasis. 





Salvador’s Can. Bow 

Chanteur Henry Salvador will 
make his North American bow at 
the Cafe de L’Est, Montreal, in 
February. Salvador is well-known 
on the Continent. 

U. S. dates are currently being 
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major diskers, while they refuse 
‘to point out figures, assert that 


they, too, also have seen sales in- 
terest spread cut over more in- 
dividual platters. 

Music jobbers report the same 
reaction. Music Dealers Service, 
largest in the country, asserts that 
while the top-selling tune is no 


better off than before Xmas, a 
greater number of songs are sell- 
ing in more comfortable figures 


That at least 10 current pops will 
go over 200,000 copies and higher 
And that the 20th song on the 
best-seller list is now selling twice 
as much as before the holidays. 
The angle of the spread of sales 
encompassing a greater number of 
records and songs is an undeniable 
sign of better business approach- 


ing. It’s healthier than, for ex- 
ample, last summer when RCA- 
Victor had Vaughn Monroe's 


“Riders in the Sky” reaching into 
the 1,000,000 copy class and only 
two or three other disks selling 
at even fairly respectable figures. 

Decca’s Dave Kapp stated Mon- 
day (16) that his company’s busi- 
ness was reaching an even faster 
pace than that cited in last week's 


VARIETY and that orders were 
covering more individual disks 
than the 20 mentioned. Victor's 


list, incidentally is led off by Tony 
Martin’s “There’s No Tomorrow,” 
42.600 copies of which were 
shipped last week, followed by 
Perry Como’s “Dreamer’s Holi- 
day,” which drew orders for 33,500 
Como’s disk is around longer and 
has outsold Martin’s platter.) 














Lichtman Uncertain 
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pires to say whether he'll go on 
the consulting basis, as originally 
planned, or will continue his daily 
chores at the homeoffice. 

Lichtman’s pact calls for $60,000 
the first year and $35,000 for each 
of the four years following, plus 
iraveling expenses. 

One of the factors which will de- 
termine his course, Lichtman said, 
is his family. His wife is on the 
Coast, along with a nephew and 
niece who are part of his house- 
hold and who, are in school there 
He's not certain whether it would 
be desirous from their standpoint 
to move them east. 

Lichtman has at various times 
also been interested in acquiring 
theatre properties. There’ a pos- 
sibility that he may choose to pull 
out of 20th in order to actively go 
into the exhibition field. 

The exec came to 20th after 14 
years at the Metro studio on the 
Coast. His initial duties at 20th 
comprised a survey oi the distribu- 
tion department and he took an 
active part, with v.p. in charge of 
sales Andy W. Smith, in. touring 
the country in an effort to increase 
the company’s rentals. In recent 
months he has been serving as a 
general adviser on distribution and 
other problems at the homeoffice. 











‘Hamlet’-‘Shoes’ 
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[earner aes 
Maurer took the pic in its 
63rd week at the theatre. 
“Hamlet,” for its part, goes into 
the RKO circuit throughout New 
York metropolitan area this week. 
Film is expected to pile up heavy 
revenues which may push it ahead 
of “Shoes.” Latter film, for its 
part, will go into the Victoria, City 
Investing house. whenever Maurer 


over 


finally pulls the film from the 
Bijou. 
Maurer’s deal is regarded as a 


pure speculation depending on the 
spectacular drawing power of the 
Technicolor batlet opus. His house 
nut is $3.700 weekly without adver- 
tising. “Shoes” shot up to $13,000 
during the holiday week after 
levelling in the neighborhood of 
$9,000 weekly previously. It is fig- 
ured that the pic must turn in a 
profit for another 40 weeks to per- 
mit the Bijou to grab off an even 
break on the $100,000 deal. 

Bijou is a problem house, and 
that factor undoubtedly played a 
big part in Maurer’s estimate. If 
“Shoes” can carry the house 
through the summer, it is figured 
the City transaction would be well 


otiated .by agent Sol -Tepper, - -;-worth-the-sibstantial-prige,-- '* 





VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF JANUARY 18 








Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 
whether full or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit (FM Farchon Marco; (1) independent; 








(L) “Loew; WA) Péass; (P) Paramount; (8) RKO; (3S) Stall; (W) Warner; 
(WR) Walter Reade 
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Sam Levenson Fran Warren 
Betty Reilly Buddy Rogers 
J leys Bob Sydney 
Bobby Sherwood O Jack Parker 
Music Hall (1) 19 C Fredericks C« 
Helene & Howard LOS ANGELES 
Bob Williams Orpheum i!) 18 
Jessica Haist Al Castle 
Shirley Van Everett Wes 
Grant Garnell Ginger Kinne 
Roy Raymond Eddie & Tx 
Rockettes Boyce & Evans 
Corrs ce BE let Gali Ga 
Ore i Ts € 

Glee Club Sing Lee Sing 

Palace (R) 19 MIAMI 
Wong Sis Olympia (P) 18 
Johnny Barnes Marion Hutton 


Bamberger & Pam 
Rosalie Allen 


Jack Douglas 
Florida 3 


Harry Kahne Leon Kramer 
Manor & Mignon Alen Carrier 
Steve Evans Tannos 


Marie Louise & 
Charles 
Paramount (P) 18 

Bill Lawrence 

Jean Carroll 


NEW BEDFORD 
Baylies Sq (!) 21-22 
Leonore & Charles 
Marty Barrett 
Frank Cole Co 


Dorothy Claire NEW LONDON 

Jaywalkers Victor 1) 20-22 

Jerry Wald Ore homens & ' 

, Roxy (1) 19 Babbette 

Andy Russell Rose Thurston 
Della Russell Nicols & Renee 

Jay Marshall a. oe 

F & S Barry Pat Rooney. Jr 


Terri Stevens 


: . Roberta’s Circus 
Gordon Gaines 


Strand , PATERSON 
Gordon wy Regent W) 20 Only 
Mimi Benzell Dr. Zinbad 
Mitzi Mayfair Ders PHILADELPHIA 
Walter Long Carman (1) 18 
Paul Gray 3 Hearts 

BALTIMORE Val Eddy 

State (1) 19-21 Stubby Kaye 
Halias Duo Oldfield & Ware 
Burton Sis PITTSBURGH 


Herby Lynn 
Ray & Irene Drake 


Penn ‘(L) 19 
Frankie Laine 














Coast-to-Coast, Border-to-Border 


BREAK YOUR JUMP! 


At the FOX THEATRE, St. Louis 
ORPHEUM THEATRE, Wichita 


Agents or Acts—write only—state asking sal- 
ary. epen time and include one set of p iotos 


F&M STAGESHOWS Inc. 
Paramount DOC HOWE New 


Building York 
le Louring Gae Foster Roxyettes oe! 














22-25 Gaynor & Ross 
Jordon & Parvis 4 Step Bros 
Jeanne Garry Yvette 
r & A Miller Artie Dann 
2 Valors ROCKFORD 

BINGHAMTON Palace (1) 20-22 
Binghamton (1) 19 Zoppe Trp 
Barkleys Rollo & Dorthea 
Sheridan Bros Alston & Young 
G Guest & 2 Appletons 

J Johnston ST Louis 
3 Welles Fox (FM) 20 
Pinkus & Foster Tally & Dexier 

BROCKTON Miriam Seabolt 
Modern (1) 18 Only 4 Willys 
Red Barrett Nick Lucas 
Geo. Nicols & J & M Barrett 

Renee Roy Douglas 
Pat Rooney. Jr Billy Reyes 
Mack, Russ & Owen 4 Evans 

1 to fill SPRINGFIELD 
CAMDEN Court Sq (1) 19-22 
Towers (1) 20-22 2 Adams 


Gonzales Duo Chet Dixon 


Ann Russell Red Barrett 

Fayne & Foster Marvellos 

Lanny Drayson Jimmie Husson 

Jack Meyang & Mack. Russ & Owen 
Eva SYRACUSE 

CHICAGO Keith's (R) 18 

Chicago (P) 20 V & G Haydock 

Jules Munshin Carton Emmy & 

Ann Andersoa Mad Wags 

De Marco Sis } Arnauts 

Hal Le Roy Slim Timblin Co 

Renald & Rudy Anthony, Allivn & 
Oriental (1) 19 Hodges 


Betty Jane Watson 
& Jerry At 
Pat Henning 


le 


isten 


WASHINGTON 
Capito! a 70 


ore ) 





CANADA 


EAST HAMPTON MacDonald & 
Granada ‘i) 16 ws 
Carl Ames Graham 
Syd Amoy Gigi Nino Co 
BRITAIN 
BLACKPOOL Helen Norman 


Tower Circus (1) 16 Del Mondi 


Fredy Knie Rey Trantor & Hullev 
Rosinas Jacqueline Dunbar 
Les Freddy & NOTTINGHAM 
Harry Empire (1) 16 
Jose Moreno Co Cheerful Charhe 
Maurice French Co Chester 
3 Ricordis Ken Morris 
Stephenson's Dogs Fred Ferrari 
Annette’s Arthur Haves 
Circusettes Edwina Carol 
Little Jimmy Len Marten 
Winter Gardens Grip 4 
(1) 16 Mariotti & Wenman 
George Cameron 5 Brahms 
Bob Gibson Gene Anderson 
Floyd & B’Nay Harry Richards 
Leslie Noves 12 Tiller Girls 
Vera Cody PORTSMOUTH 
GLASGOW Royal (M) 16 


Empire (Mm) 16 Tessie O'Shea 


Jack Radcliffe Billy Cotton Or« 
Robert Wilson A\nnell & Brask 
George Elrick Jack Melville 
Agnette & Silvio Erikson 


Anna Mac 
Francis Derry 


Victor Seaforth 
Vernon Sis 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Birdiana Bill Farrell 
Errol Garner Ruth Brown 
Bive Angel Slam Stewart 3 


Stan Freeman 
Connie Sawyer 
H Chittison 3 


Cafe Society 
Rose Murphy 
Illinois Jaquet 


bednt WER gd ha ep agar aB ye «os 





Toy & Wing Linda Lembard 

Myra Kim Ernestine Mercer 

Canton Bros Lucienne & Ashour 
Copacabdans Art Waner Orc 

Lena Horne Le Coq Rouge 

De Marios Oscar Caivet Ore 

i Shaughnessy Jack Towne Ore 


a Adau Leon & Eddie's 
ij Myron Cohen 

4 res Orc Lygn Gately 
Diamond Horseshoe fF Carroll 











Walter Dare Wahl Lyda & Yonni 
( a Leroy Frank Stevens 

( Handy Hollywood Beauties 
t vy Banks Macombo 
Noble Sissle Ore Dorothy Ross 
Chic Morris« Ore Vicki Sunday 
Rigoletto Bros Gordon Andrews 
Jack Spoons Johnny & George 
Frank Evans Monte Cario 
Tommy King Dick Gaspare Ore 
Harry Meehan La Playa 6 
Billy Bank Nightcap 
Harry Armstrong Alex D’Arcy 

Ei Chico Amy Andrews 

Rostta Ries Dorrell Twins 
Los Gitanos No | Fifth Ave 
Pilarin Tavira The Holidays 
Sarita Herrera ‘sul Lynde 
D’Alonso Ore Downey & Fonville 


Havana-Madric Haze! Webster 


John Laurenz Old Knick 
Siccardi & Brenda Pot iiliam 
Pupi Campo Ore Janie Stevens 
Hotel Ambassador Frank Wayne 
Jules Lande Ore Bill Meigs 
Hotel Biltmore Clara Cedrone 
Harold Nage! Ore Herbert Kingsley 
Hotel Edison Jack Galvin 
Henry Jerome Orc Al Cooper Ore 
Hotel New Yorker Old Roumanian 
Johnny Long Ore Sadie Banks 
Patti Page Jackie Phillips 
Hoctor & Byrd Denisovs 
Roger Ray Gaye Dixon 
Peter Kent Ore | Joe LaPorte Ore 
Hotel Pierre | D’Aquila Ore 
Rosita Serrano | Park Ave 
Stanley Melba Ore | Four Tones 
Ralph Lane Ore Beverly Dennis 
Ralph Teferteller Glen Abbott 
Hotel Plaza Penthouse 
Lisa Kirk Bill Tabbert 
limmy Savo | Sheila uyse 
Bob Grant Ore j Ruban Blew 
Mark Monte Ore | Bibi Osterwald 
Payson Re Ore | Mervyn Nelson 
Nicolas Mattbey Michael Brown 
Hotel Roosevel? 3 Riffs 
Guy Lombardo | Jo Hurt 
Hotel St. Moritz Julius Monk 
Hazel Dawn, Jr Norman Paris 3 
Monette & Ramon Savannah 


Lenny Rogers Orc Manhattan Paul 


Ramoni Ore Shotsie Davis 
Hotel St Regis Andre & Dortheo 
Rosalind Courtright Tini Benson 
Laszlo & Pepito Lucille Dixon Ore 
Milt Shaw Ofe Versailles 
Hotel Shelbourne Edith Piaf 
Kave Ballard Emile Petti Ore 
Herb Jeffries Panchito Ore 


Reachcombers Village Barn 


Cy Coleman Carolina Cotton 
Hotel Statler Mary Ellen 4 
Frankie Carle Ore Texas Jim Lewis 

Hotel Taft Len Mioco 
Vineent Lorez Ore Village Vanguard 
Hotei Warwick Stella Brooks 
Page Cavanaugh 3 Jack Fletcher 
Fred Fassler Filis Larkin 3 
iceland Joan Shaw 
Korn Kobblers Clarence Williams 
Saphronie Waldorf-Astoria 
Oramae Diamond Dinah Shore 
Ned Harvey Ore Emil Coleman Ore 
Latin Quarter Mischa Borr Ore 
CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Arnold Shoda 
Jack Tygett Morgan ¢ 
Jenet Campbell Douglas Duffy 
Deon Sherman Herper Flaherty 
Joyce Harley Bob Fitzgerald 
jean Stonley Skatine Blvdeare 
Sammy Shore fock Raffloer 
Eccie Howard Ore Buddy Rust 
Blackstone Hotel Jerry Mapes 


Beatrice Kay Frank Masters Ore 


Dick Lo Salle Ore Palmer Mouse 
ed eae Billy DeWolfe 

Rr : Chandra Kaly - 
Geraldine DuBois Bella + nea ata 
Paul White Raw Romer 
weed ! her 
Cee Davidson Ore apa in inst Aaa 
Monchito Ore Story" . 

__ Helsings Phyllis Gehrig 
Lenny yer von Weismuller 
\ me ¥ “ ght Christine Nelson 

\ “ Ps 1a (armen Albino 
or tradfiel Norman Field 
Billy Chandler Ore Frank Wasnes 

Hotel Bisinorck Ward Garner 
' Davdreamers Kenneth Remo 

e isbel Fileen Green 
Bill Bennett Ore Cliff Norton 
H Edgewater Beach Carolyn Gilbert 

Wiles Les Weinrott 

tinental Vera Gahan 

Comiques Bill Snvder Ore 
Karen Ford Vine Gardens 


elody 3 

Hild Starlets 

George Olsen Ore 
Hote! Stevens 

Joan Hyldoft 


Gloria Van 

Jackie Green 
Glorianna & Long 
| Mel Cole Ore 
Pancho Ore 











‘Minority Mkt.’ 


Continued from page 1 








Lost Boundaries,” “Home of the 
tle ’ 


rave, et al. 


In line with the story, the pic- 
running 82 minutes, was 
turned out on a budget of $150,000. 
Of that, $50,000 was spent in cash, 
with the remaining $100,000 de- 
ferred by cameraman Karl Struss, 
composer Karl Hajos, production 
designer Gordon Wiles and the 
Cole Bros. Circus, whose winter 
quarters in Miami Beach were used 
for important sequences. Scully 
and Castle used their own $50,000 
for the picture. Former produced 
and acted in it, with Castle author- 
ing the script and directing. 


ture, 





George Shearing Quintet starts 
ab the GOPPrs FM PAP Siapcisces 








48 


HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, January 18, 1950 





Roxy, N. Y¥. 
- Andy & Della Russell, Fred * 
Susan Barry, Jay Marshall, Bobby 
Brandt, Copacabana Girls (8), Ter- 
ri Stevens, Gordon Gaines; “Whir!- 
pool” (20th) reviewed in VARIETY 
Nov. 23, °49. 





The Roxy display has more va- 
riety and production elements than 


usual with the current display. 
Their own atmospheric accoutre- 
ments have been displaced, tem- 


porarily. by the Copacabana line, 
and a fairly large act assortment 
contains something for most tastes. 

Andy and Della Russell making 
their debut in tandem in these 
environs, have an extremely enjoy- 
able song and chatter act. They’re 
a personable pair with fetching 
song designs and an amiable line 
of repartees. As is usual with most 
man-and-wife teams, much,is made 
of domesticity. In this case, that 
facet isn’t overdone, but stress, 
where it should be, is on the pipes 
and surrounding by-play. The act 
scores with considerable force. 

Fred and Susan Barry continue 
to click with their excellent ball- 
room work. Their routines have a 
polished elegance, a frequent hu- 
morous undertone and topdrawer 
projection. They get the measure 
of this house easily. 

Jay Marshall's subtleties are 
sometimes lost in this large thea- 
tre, but still he impresses with an 
engaging line of chatter pegged 
around pseudo-magic, and a ventro 
bit. There’s a pleasant tone to his 
efforts that makes for relaxing en- 
tertainment. 

The Copa babes provide a dec- 
orative note. The costuming is 
lavish and despite the fact that 
there’s only eight girls, their rou- 
tines are stagefilling. Terri Ste- 
vens and Gordon Gaines do the 
production singing. Bobby Brandt 
pitches in with terping during the 
production and afterward does his 
usual turn for good results. Jose. 

Orpheum. K.C. 
Kansas City, Jan. 13. 

Celeste Holm, Bob Hopkins, 

Eddy Manson, The Stapletons (2), 





The Antaleks (5), Gil Torres 
House Orch (11); “Story of Molly 
— (U ) 

Second week of experimental 


vaude in the Fox-Midwest Orphe- 
um continues to use live talent 
advantageously, albeit the box of- 
fice magnetism is lowered with 
one headliner currently against 
two previous weeks. Current lay- 
out is more in the pattern of stand- 
ard variety bill, and measures up 
nicely on the entertainment value 
throughout its 60 minutes. 
Established perch act, the five 


Antaleks, trio of femmes and pair | 


ng musical intro by the Gil Torres 
ouse orch. With the heftiest male 
as anchor man, they run through 
@ quartet of perches, gals taking 
turns at various acro risks high in 
the air. 1 ob Hopkins steps into the 
m.c. spot, and turns over the sec- 
ond inning to Eddy Manson and 
= harmonica, with Margery 

ells backing him up at the piano. 
Manson runs through ‘Fiddle Fad- 
die,” a classical rhapsody, and a 
boogie arrangement of “St. Louis 
Blues” for well-rounded presenta- 
tion. 

Hopkins takes over center spot 
of the bill for his own turn of 
chatter, mimicry and vocals. He 
ladies out laughs in good fashion 
as he imitates Crosby, Hope, Bob 
Mitchum, Cary Grant and others, 
works in a drunk-on-the-telephone 
sequence and closes with comic se- 

uence geared to “Holiday For 

trings.”” He then brings on the 
Stapleton duo for trio of modern 
and interpretive taps. 

Celeste Holm fills the closing 
spot nicely in one of her infre- 
quent vaude dates. In a 20-minute 
turn she tosses in a little light 
hatter between quintet of songs. 
he mixes them up well with “Too 

arvelous For Words,” “Don’t Cry, 
oe” and “Blue Moon” from the 
fr and standard folios, “My Guy’s 


fn males, leads off the bill, follow- 


n Love With Me” as special ma- 
erial and “I Cain’t Say No” from 
the Ado Annie role, her ‘Oklaho- 
ma!” springboard. Work is smooth 
all the way, and draws heavy ap- 
plause. 

Biz somewhat off from the pace 
of the initial week, but still very 
good for the house. Quin. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, Jan. i2. 


the quartet seems double jointed 
as she is being flipped around and 
doing backward somersaults. 


Paul Sydell and his dogs please 
with one canine getting a hefty 
hand for his balancing on trainers 
hand. Little purp does three 
somersaults on one paw. Third 
dog, Mexican hairless, adds touch 


of comedy as he refuses to obey 


master’s commands. 

Willie Shore, a fave here, has 
refurbished his act since seen last 
date. Getting off some quickies for 
jaughs, comedian turns to soft shoe 
routine to “Look For the Silver 
Lining” and “Tea For Two.” Panto- 
mime of yokel playing the pinball 
machine is solid piece of business. 
After a Ted Lewis imitation Shore 
revives Joe Frisco’s shivver dance. 
For a sock bowoff he does an im- 
presh of Pat Rooney’s waltz clog 
to “Daughter of Rosie O'Grady.” 

Ming and Ling click with Chi- 
nese hillbilly buffoonery. Ming 
gathers laughs with slapstick bits 
and Ling gets over neatly with 
carbonings of the top crooners, 
best being the Ink Spots in “‘May- 
be.” Bob Deu has become a set 
part of stage show with his bari- 
toning of pops, “Old Master Paint- 
er,” “I Can Dream, Can’t I?” but 
is best in “Bibbidy-Bobbidy-Boo.” 
Carl Sands orch has an unusual 
presentation in medley of Strauss 
waltzes set to modern beat. 

Zabe. 





Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, Jan. 13. 
Francisco & Dolores, Hal Le Roy, 


DeMarco Sisters (5), Jules Mun- 
shin with Ann Anderson, Louis 
Basil Orch; “Dancing in Dark” 
(20th). 





While perhaps not studded with 
top names as in recent months, 
current bill is better balanced, and 
offers more acceptable fare. 


Francisco and Dolores, subbing 
for Renald and Rudy, who were 
grounded by bad flying weather, 
have a topflight perch act. How- 
ever, most of the solid reception 
they garner is offset by femme’s 
constant chirping of “Hello.” Gal 
climbs various poles, riding bicy- 
cles, doing handstands, and for a 
sock finish swings around metal 
pole while understander whips the 
rod at furious pace. 


Hal Le Roy, rubber-legged dan- 
cer, achieves his best results when 
he satirizes various dancers and 
imitates a jitterbug. His novelty 
tap stint goes over well. His eccen- 
tric hoofing to “Lady Be Good” 
makes a strong closer. 

The DeMarco Sisters are a re- 
lief from the over-arranged vocal 
groups. Gals look fresh and blend 
voices nicely. Teeing off with a 
fast “Hucklebuck,” they swing into 
“Pretty Baby,” and then a calypso, 
“IT Love Jimmy.” , Their unaccom- 
panied arrangement of “Sweet Six- 
teen” is done in true barbershop 
style and payees give it a hefty 
hand. Quintet clown around with 
“Wonderful Guy” for a_ strong 
finish. 

Jules Munshin (New , Acts) is 
making his first theatre appear- 
ance since the war. Zabe. 


Olympia. Miami 
Miami, Jan. 14. 
Smiley Burnette, Gracie Barrie, 
Leon Fields, .Trampo-Looneys (2), 
Berti & Scott, Les Rhode House 
Orch; “The Threat” (RKO). 





Well balanced lineup here this 
week, with the ingredients provid- 
ing fare for all tastes from corn to 
sophisticated. 

Smiley Burnette takes care of 
the youngsters and the western 
fan oldsters. Mixes animal and 
human vocal takeoffs, plus the 
corn-born gags and songs he is as- 
sociated with to set self up with 
the aud. Self accomps on the ac- 
cordian adds to overall values. 

Established favorite here is 
Gracie Barrie, and this time out 
she walks off with the palm hon- 
ors again in handy fashion. Mix- 
ture of specials plus that easy, 
pleasant delivery hits the applause 
meter for top returns. Torch de- 
partment has “Don’t Cry, Joe,” the 
hillbilly “Pappy Gave His Shot- 
gun Away,” for comedy “Jose- 
|phine.” and for the smart lyrics, 

|\“Sunday Kind of Love.” It adds 
up to a begoff. 

Leon Fields emcees amiably and 


Martells & Mignon (4), Paul Sy-|for own spot sets up okay carbon- 


gi) Willie Shore, Ming & Ling, 


ob Deu, Carl Sands Orch; “Whirl- pers ala Robinson, 


pool” (20th). 


Current bill could use 


other act, thus trimming long run- ing 


ings on the standard movie top- 
Laughton and 
for vaude cafe types, Ted Lewis. 


Gaglines and clowning are his forte 


an- from this viewing, however, spark- 


laughs steadily via mostly 


hing time of other acts. Held to fresh-sounding material. 


0 or 45 minutes, show would be 
ne fare. 


Martells and Mignon, 


am, might garner better recep- built 


Noveliy side is held down capa- 


bly by the Trampo-Looneys, duo 
adagio of trampoliners. Berti and Scott 
themselves solid reception 


on by pausing slightly between with their Latin music backgrounds 


lt tosses and stints don. 


fuit toss Much of the 
well as they might. 


ore diffi- to apt tap work. Les Rhode and 
register house orch are okay on the back- 
emme of, groundings, La 


ry. 


| Customer 


Palace, N. ¥. 


Tommy & Margot Conine, Jimmy 
Jimae & Co., Anne Rooney, George 
Dunn, Coco, Steve & Eddy, Ben 
Yost White Guards (5), Keaton & 
Armfield, Beebe’s Hollywood Bears, 
Don Albert’s house orch; “Neva- 
dan” (Col), reviewed in VARIETY 
Jan. 11, 50. 


Current bill at the Palace is a 
well-paced and diversified layout, 
adding up to about 70 minutes of 
standard but pleasing vaude enter- 
tainment. Best act, and rightly slot- 
ted in next-to-closing, is Keaton 
and Armfield with some sock and 
sexy comedy. Femme half starts 
as a white-faced, deadpan, raggedy 
character. Then, while her part- 
ner does some straight singing at 
the mike, she goes through a modi- 
fied strip behind him, dressing 
again to emerge as a well-stacked 


neatly garbed beaut. They play 
it for laughs and draw plenty. 
Show opens with Tommy and 
Margot Conine, dance team, re- 
viewed in New Acts, along with} 
George Dunn and Anne Rooney. | 
Jimmy Jimae, a suave magician, 


does the standard card and cigaret 
manipulations but impresses with 
his dexterity. (The “& Co.” part 
of his act is a blonde looker who 


feeds him his props.) Guy also! 
does the newspaper-ripping stunt 


with an added twist and caps his 
work by producing a pair of rab- 
| bits. He plays it entirely mum, a 
| welcome relief after some of the 
\ferced comedy patter of other 
magicos. 

Coco, Steve and Eddy are an 
okay balancing and tumbling act, 
getting best results off the teeter 
board. Trio attempt to mix in some 
comedy but make out better with 
'the balancing. Ben Yost White 
Guards comprise five men singing 
the robust operetta tunes in the 
standard but always 
manner. Arrangements, for 
most part, are sock and even the 
medley of operatic arias, while not 
up to Metopera standards, draws 
heavy applause. Show closes with 
Beebe’s Hollywood Bears, in which 
the trainer puts a trio of rough- 
looking grizzlies through some 
well-executed stunts, such as rid- 
ing a scooter, roller-skating and 
tight-rope walking. (One of the 
bears, incidentally, appeared once 
‘on Milton Berle’s Texaco~ video 
show and is new billed as the “tel- 
evision bear.’’) 

Don Albert and the Palace house 
orch back the acts —. ' 

Stal. 


Apollo, N. Y. 
| Erskine Hawkins Band (17), Er- 
rol Garner Trio, Larry Darnell, 4 
Kit Kats, Rosales Sisters, “Spider” 
Bruce; “Street of San Francisco” 
(Rep), 


Current Apollo session is a well- | 


balanced bill that gets audience 
approval]. Standout attraction is 
the Erroll Garner Trio, doubling 
rere and at the Birdland nitery, 
downtown. Group, composed of 
piano, drums and bass, has an in- 
gratiating style that goes over sol- 
idly. Combo takes over closing 
spot with their rhythmic playing 
of “Secatterbrain.” “Good-Bye,” 
“Pavanne” and ‘Sleepless Night” 
| to hefty returns. 

| Erskine Hawkins’ band, com- 
prised of eight brass, five reed and 
four rhythm, starts off the show 
with a jumpy “St. Louis Blues” 
slowing down with a foilowup band 
vocaling of “Careless Love.” The 
two gals and two guys who make 
up the Four Kit Kats synchronize 
well in their dance routines, be- 
sides making a neat appearance 
in their toppers and tails. Some 
fancy stepping that draws custom- 
er attention is offered via solo 
takeoffs. 

An average rendition of “Where 
Are You” was offered by Madeline 
Green, while Hawkins had the 
joint bouncing with his “Hawks 
Boogie” and “John Henry Blues.” 
Larry Darnell’s vocal style tends 
to become annoying and hard on 


the ears, but clicks at this house. | 


His offerings of “Old Man River,” 
“T’ll Get Along,” “For You, My 
Love” and “Pack Your Rags” were 
all given a big reception. 

The Rosales Sisters, of Brazilian 
import, had audience on the edge 
of their seats with their perch 
routines. Gals pulled some neat 
stunts, with payees showing full 
appreciation. “Spider” Bruce comes 
through with a routine comedy 
stanza that gets its full quota of 
yocks. 








Capitol. D.C. 


Washington, Jan. 15. 
Margaret Phelan, Pritchard & 
Lord, Gil Maison, Three D's; “East 
Side, West Side” (M-G). 





It’s an unpretentious lineup at 
he big F Street house this week, 
but a pleasant, well-knit one that 
gets approval from curtain to cur- 
tain. The pace is steady and fast 
enough for interest, and the acts 
varied. 


vote for headliner 


good Yost, 
the | 


_Borkon Eyes U.S. Vaude | 


| ! 
| goes to Gil Maison and his novel) 
animal act. Opening with a ventro | 
gag, Maison’s switch to @ pint- | 
sized chimp brings chuckles that 
accompany everything he does. The 
chimp, with his almost human mug- | 
ging and a few cute acro tricks, | 
is definitely star of the act. There’s 
a big St. Bernard that pleases with 
the old trick of obeying all its 
master’s commands in reverse, and 
a brace of chihuahua for con- 
trast Maison handles his pets 
with humor and affection, by pass- 
ing most of 


Uptown, Toronto 
Toronto, Jan. 12. 
Ink Spots, Artie Dann, Ada 
Lynne, Stagg McMann _ Trio. 
Church & Hale, Bert Niosi Orch, 
(16); “Challenge to Lassie” 
(M-G). 


After a 15-year vaudeville black. 
out, this fiagship of the Loew cir. 
cuit in Canada has embarked on 
a revived stageshow policy. The 
experiment, on initial week, has 
reputedly doubled attendance. 
of the old standby tech-| The draw, of course, is The Ink 
niques of such acts. As a result,’ Spots, with the four guys and ‘he 
the pace, though leisurely, is ap-| pianist in gray suits on and off 
pealing, and everything clicks. for a solid reteption. Opening in 
Walks off to hefty mitt action. full stage with “No Orchids For 

Margaret Phelan, fresh from her My Lady,” they gave the custom- 
New York Waldorf stint, registers ers plenty for their money, with 
nicely with some pop and novelty “Maybe,” “If I Didn’t Care,” et a}. 
tunes. Chantoosey doesn’t quite As expected, that soto voce har- 
make it as an all-out click, but | monizing and the trick soprano ef- 
most of payees seemed to like.| fects meant that The Ink Spots 
Miss Phelan has a nice, intimate, had to beg off when caught. 
albeit wholesome manner, good| Bill opens with an attempted 
looks, and, best of all, she’s afticu- | audience warmup by Artie Dann 
late. . and then sy sh = _ 

. er . _|into their commen e blend of 

tine tabbed “ballet vs. taps,” show ‘@P routines and ballet spins for a 
their versatility and their skill as | Me reception. Ada Lynn follows 
terpers. They always go well here, with a den pct complete with 
and are continuing their success erick ti B ypen Bp Bec. rnc 
in current p.a. acterizations, and gets nice returns, 


; but she should have the brass sec- 
Three D’s, mixed acro team of 


; tion to tone down on their ac- 
two men and a gal, do exception- companiment to her song selec- 
ally well as curtain raisers. They tions, 


work swiftly and well on bars, with 
some unforced comic touches for 
interest. Audience very enthusi- 
astic over this one. Lowe. 


The Stagg McMann Trio have 
no’trouble getting over on their 
| harmonica harmonizings and prove 
'themselves to be good comedians. 
‘On fine diapason work and forte 
i finishes, they were outstanding in 
| “Dance of the Hours” and “My De- 
votion.” Dodging in and out of 
the proceedings, Dann proved him- 
self an innocuous m.e., when 
caught. A fast talker who talks 
too much and stays too long at a 
time, he seems to want to make a 
| bigger hit with the stage band than 
'he does with the customers. His 
intimate gags with the musicians 
were a waste of time to the audi- 
ence. 

The revival of vaudeville is a 
box-office success at the Uptown 
on the initial venture but better 
booking is necessary to bring the 
payees back. McStay. 


Earle, Philly 


Philadelphia, Jan. 13. 
Buddy Johnson Orch with Ar- 
thur Prysock, Ella Johnson; Ella 
Fitzgeralds Berry Bros.; Patterson 
& Jackson; “Chinatown at Mid- 
night” (Col). 


Casino. Toronto 


Toronto, Jan. 13. 
Larry Adler, Le Roy Bros. (2), 
Sherry Shannon, Larry Norman, 
Herbie Barris, Jimmy Cameron, 
Charles Gregory Girls (18), house 
orch; “Post Office Investigator” 
(Rep). 





Highly satisfactory bill on pace 
/and personalities but it’s Larry 
Adler who's the big marquee draw. 
This master of the otherwise mun- 


dane mouth-organ gets his usual 
’cello-like effects, his horn and 
violin tones, his terrific double- 
tongue achievements for diapason 
finishes. In addition, he has a suave | 
stage presence, complete with a 
cultured kidding style, that could 
be high-hat with the customers but 
is carried out successfully on de- 
livery and well-mannered superior- 
ity that is not offensive. 

He opens with “Begin the Be- 
| guine,” follows with soft-toned, 
beautiful variations of Schubert's 
“Ave Maria,” does his own “Hand 
to Mouth” boogie composition, 
scores a tremendous finish with 
his piano and harmonica duo of 


|‘‘Embraceable You” and “St. Louis 
| Blues.” 


But others on this well-balanced 
bill also score big audience re- 
sponse. The Le Roy Bros., with 
, their puppets, go over solidly on 
'the dainty movements of their ma- 
rionets, with often one or other 
of the boys manipulating a pair of 
puppets simultaneously. Their 
clown doll frustratedly blowing a 
balloon, and anothe doing a Gene 
Krupa at the drums, are Sock. 

Herbie Barris, with Larry Nor- 
man as straight man, have no trou- 
ble in getting over. His patter is 
swift-paced, he sings a couple of 
songs identified with Jolson but. 
commendably, does a switch by not 
imitating Jolson; and finishes with 
a striptease satire that rocked an 
enthusiastic audience. 


_ Clever Sherry Shannon is on 
for dance stylistics to good recep- 
tion, but a word should be passed 
on to Charles Gregory, stager, that 
when a featured da~cer is import- 
ed, his line girls should be disci- 
plined and told to look pleasant 
and take some interest in the stage 
proceedings. When Miss Shannon 
holds the spotlight for her fine 
dance numbers, the line girls 
should at least refrain from their 
aloofness or aside conversations. 


This is not only professional dis- 
courtesy but communicates itself 
to create audience irritation. As 
a matter of fact, with the increased 
budget and favorably improved 
vaude format on taste standards in 
recent weeks, the customers might 
begin to believe the line could be 
disposed of, following their shock- 
ing lack of manners when other 
artists are on stage. Jimmy Came- 
ro. is, as usual, a pleasant me. 

McStay. 





Ella Fitzgerald and Buddy John- 
son’s orch divide stellar honors in 
the new Earle show, although a 
couple of strong supporting acts 
help keep the revue moving at a 
fast and entertaining clip. The 
opening show Friday (13) ran 55 
minutes, and the speed made it 
seem even shorter than it was. 

Plumper than ever, but con- 
stantly increasing in stature as an 
artist, Miss Fitzgerald is the high 
spot. She does a fetching arrange- 
ment of “Don’t Cry, Joe,” which is 
dualed with that other torcher 
“Happiness is Just a Thing Called 
Joe.” She also sings “East of the 
Sun” and tears up the place with 
\the reprise of her famous “A-Tis- 
ket, A-Tasket.” 

Brassy without blare, the Buddv 
Johnson band comprises four trum- 
pets, three trombones, five sax, 
piano, bass and drums. Johnson is 
the pianist and also a compose! 
The most imposing item is the 
orch’s performance of the first 
movement of his incomplete “Con- 
certo.” Strong individually as 
well as in the ensemble, the band 
scores right from the opener. “A 
Good Day.” Arthur Prysock ktari- 
tones “I Can Dream” and “Be- 
cause” to good returns. Ella John- 
son, the maestro’s sister, is per- 
sonality plus with her blues vo- 
cal, “Since I Fell For You.” 

The Berry Bros., virtually a 
vaude standard with their white 
ties, walking sticks and tails, are 
funny as well as agile, and run 
through their break-neck routines 
with sock results. But the best re- 
ception is accorded Patterson and 
Jackson, overstuffed comics in 
Scotch tam-o-shanters, who dual in 
funny songs and dance. Amusing 
also are their takeoffs of the Ink 
Spots, Jolson, Eckstine and Edward 
G. Robinson. Both the comics and 
the Berry trio had to beg oft 
Johnson does the emcee chores and 
tries to build it wp with laughs, but 
it's not his field. Gagh 





Fox. St. Louis 
St. Louis, Jan. 14 

Nick Lucas, June & Martin Bar 
vett, Tally & Dexter, John Pau! 
Lebel, Mariam Seabold, Roy Doug: 
las, 4 Willys, Joe Schirmer, Fran 
Panus Orch: “Woman in Hiding 
(UD, 


Jules Borkon, general manager 
of Production Arts & Spectacles 
of Paris, has arrived in the U. S. 
to line up an American variety 
show which he would tour through 
Europe this season. : 
Borkon also plans to produce a 
film comedy in Paris this summer. 
Sacha Guitry, who is writing the 
script, would star in the pic along 
with Fernandel, ° j 


Although current layout is a bit 
heavy on the musical side the call 
bre of the presentation is high 
Nick Lucas making his first p.a. 19 

(Continued on page 53) 
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NY. Drama Critics Boxscore 


(As of Jan. 15; 1950) 
Key to abbreviations: SR (shows reviewed), R (rizht). W (wrong), 


O (no opinion clearly expressed), 


BROOKS ATKINSON (Times)... 


JOHN CHAPMAN (News) ..... 
WARD MOREHOUSE (Sun) 


ARTHUR POLLOCK (Compass) 


WILLIAM HAWKINS (World-Telegram). 22 12 


VarieETY (Combined) 


ROBERT COLEMAN (Mirror) .. ‘i 
HOWARD BARNES (Herald Tribune) ... 22 15 
RICHARD WATTS, JR. (Post) .... ps 
ROBERT GARLAND (Journal-American). 24 14 


Pct. (percentage). 


SR. R. W. O. Pet. 
‘asses ee 3 8 1 a 
ors: a a i a 
meee 21615 6 OO OM14 
rani at ¢ ae 
6 1 682 

-.. 24 15 8 O 625 

9 1 583 

.24 14 8 2 583 

9 1 546 

.24 19 5 1. .793 








Times’ Atkinson Leading N.Y. Critics 


At Haltway Mark in ‘Variety’ Score 


Brooks Atkinson, of the N. Y.4¢ 


Times, is again leading the pack at 
about the midway mark in 
VaRIETY’s boxscore of the New 


York drama critics for the 1949-50 
season. He was in first place at the 
half-way point last season, and 
went on to win by a comfortable 
edge. 4 
John Chapman, of the News, is 
a step behind in second position at 
the present stage of the race, with 
Ward Morehouse, representing the 
now-defunct Sun, some distance 
back in the third spot and Robert 
Coleman, of the Mirror, trailing in 
fourth place. Howard Barnes, of 
the Herald Tribune, is fifth, fol- 
lowed by Richard Watts, Jr., of the 
Post, in sixth position. Far behind, 
Robert Garland, of the Journal- 
American, and Arthur Pollock, of 
the Compass, are tied for seventh 
place, while William Hawkins, of 
the World-Telegram, is at the bot- 
tom of the list, in the ninth spot. 


Notable factor of the standings 
at the moment’is the relatively 
poor showing being made by all the 
critics. For instance, Atkinson’s 
present average is .833, compared 
to his leading pace of .889 at this 
point last season. Even more strik- 
ing is the low percentage of Gar- 
land and Pollock at .583 each, and 
Hawkins, with .546. Incidentally, 
Morehouse, who has discontinued 
criticism with the World-Telly’s 
takeover of the Sun, but writes a 
column for the W-T, is far ahead 


(Continued on page 50) 


Ballets de Paris Pacted 
By Shuberts for Entire 
1950-51 Season in U. S. 


Les Ballets de Paris, which 
wound up a run of three months 
(118 performances) at the Winter 
Garden, N. Y., Saturday (14), has 
already been signed by the 
Shuberts for the entire next sea- 
son in the U. S., starting in Octo- 
ber. Troupe may either do a repeat 
N. Y. engagement, or go out im- 
mediately on a tour to the Coast. 

Company started an 





one week scheduled in the Hub, 
two weeks in Philly, and stops in 
Montreal, Quebec, Buffalo, Cleve- 
land, Toronto, Detroit and Pitts- 
burgh, before a final fortnight in 
Chicago, ending April 1. Dancers 
then return home, have a month’s 
layoff, and prep for their third 
Paris season, starting at the 
Marigny theatre in mid-May. 
Roland Petit, troupe’s founder- 
director, is due in London in April 
to choreograph a new dance work 
for Sadler’s Wells Ballet. He is 
now working on new ballets for 
his home season. If the new rep- 
ertoire shapes up strongly enough, 
the outfit will do a N.Y. season 
next fall. If they have to stick to 
the current repertoire, they'll skip 
N. Y. and go right out on tour. 
_ The current J1-week tour is be- 
ing handied under the join 


auspices of Sol Hurok and _ the | 
Shuberts. The latter handied the | 


N. Y, run, in association with 
Arthur Lesser, the Shuberts put- 
Ung up all the coin, with Lesser as 
the agen#in the deal. But Hurok 
was a silent investor with the 
Shuberts, although he had a rival 


company, Sadler’s Wells, playing 
in N. Y. at the time. The Shuberts 


brought him into the touring deal 


because of Hurok’s ballet reputa- 
tion and experience around the 
country. The current Les Ballets 
de Paris tour, as well as next 
Season’s, is a UBO sponsored tour, 
Playing in legit houses instead of 


Opera houses or concert halls. 


ll-week | 
tour Monday (16) in Boston, with | 





‘Trees’ Seats Ist Choice 
To ‘Roberts’ Patrons 


First choice of seats for “The 
Wisteria Trees,” the Joshua Logan 
play starring Helen Hayes, is be- 
ing offered to mail order patrons 
of “Mister Roberts,” in which he 
is also associated as author-direc- 
tor and co-producer. About 30,000 
application forms were seat last 
Thursday and Friday (12-13) to 
names on the “Roberts” mailing | 
list. Note enclosed promised that | 
“Wisteria” orders received by Jan. | 
25 will be filled before returns | 
from advertisements and “prior to 
all ticket broker Mlotments. 

Over 1,000 orders were received 
Saturday (14) and about 4,000 | 
more arrived Monday (16). | 


Todd to Europe 





|My Fancy” 
|(14) at the Harris here was averted 
iat the last minute, and the Fay 


Mike Todd planed for Europe 
Saturday (14) to gander talent for 
a “Two-a-Day” which he plans for 
ultimate production at the Winter 
Garden, N. Y. Joan Blondeli (Mrs. 
Todd) accompanied him. Todd 
planned to produce this show last 
season, but lack of suitable head- 
liners stymied him. Prior to the 


European takeoff, producer had 
| been querying performer availabil- 
\ities from New York agents. 


Upon his return, Todd will con- 


‘fer with playwright Garson Kanin 


on the contemplated production of 


latter’s play, “For Men Only,” on 


Broadway this season. Kanin and 
Ruth Gordon (Mrs. Kanin) left for 
Atlantic City Friday (13) to out- 
line script revisions. If changes 
are acceptable to Todd, Kanin will 
do the rewrite and work will pro- 
ceed immediately. It’s a one-set 
comedy requiring a small cast. 


‘CHARLEY’ IN $2,400,000 
GROSS FOR 65 WEEKS 


“Where’s Charley?,”’ starring 
Ray Bolger, has grossed almost 
$2,400,000 in its 65 weeks’ run at 
the St. James, N. Y. Musical is 
expected to regain its capacity 
pace this week, having recovered 





from the general holiday slump, | 


‘Girls’ Quits After Year, 


and is now figured likely to con- 
tinue on Broadway into next fall. 

The Cy Feuer-Ernest Martin 
production, which cost $179,060, 
has thus far returned a profit of 


$60,000 to the backers, and has ap- | 
proximately $50,000 in undistrib- | 


| 


| 
} 
| 
; 
| 
} 


Miller Taking in Some 
Outside Coin on ‘Party’ 


Gilbert Miller is making an ex- 
ception to his regular policy in ac- 
cepting some outside financing for 


‘the presentation Saturday night 


(21) 


'Henry Miller, N. Y. Only backers 


are Howard S. Cullman, investing 


| $2,400, and Barbara K. Caturani, 
'wife of George Caturani, of Life 
'mag’s London office, $5,000. Cull- 


On Vauder Hunt 


uted profits in the form of cash’ 


reserve, bonds, etc. As of last Dec. 
31, the show had played to a total 
attendance of 720,416 patrons and 
had grossed $2,323,088. 


Brooks-Goth ‘Brigadoon,’ 
In Italian, Due in Venice 


“Brigadoon” is all set to be 
produced in Italy, with likely 
premiere at the Venice Modern 
Music Festival. David Brooks, lead 
of the original Broadway produc- 
tion. who acquired the Italian 
rights to the musical, is now in 
Milan setting up production 
details. ; 

Trudy Goth, head of the Choreo- 
graphers Workshop. N. Y., will co- 
produce with Brooks. There are 
several U. S. dancers now vaca- 
tioning in Europe, she reports, 
and Brooks is contacting them for 


,the terp parts. 





man and the Caturanis saw the 
T. S. Eliot comedy last summer 
during its tryout at the Edinburgh 
festival. 

General partner and only other 
listed backer of the play is Miller’s 
wife, Kathryn B. Miller, with an 
investment of $32,600. Co-produ- 
cer, but not participating in the 
financing of the Broadway pres- 
entation, is Henry Sherek, who has 
been associated with Miller in sev- 
eral other ventures, notably “Ed-~ 
ward, My Son” on Broadway last 
season. 

“Cocktail Party” was given a 
further tune-up at Brighton, Eng- 
land, recently by Sherek, in asso- 
ciation with the Arts Council of 
Great Britain, but has not been 
seen in London. It is believed to 
be the only Broadway production 
tried out under Arts Council spon- 
sorship. 


7 





Fancy Reprieve; 
Shubert Sounds 
Off vs. Equity 


Chicago, Jan. 17. | 


Threatened closing of “Goodbye, | 


last Saturday night 


Kanin comedy continues at least 
two more weeks under the man- 
agement of Richard Aldrich & 
Richard Myers, in association with 
Michael Kanin. Ann _ Harding, 
starring in the show, and Bram- 
well Fletcher and the other featur- 
ed players, have agreed to accept 
minimum salaries, and the bond 
covering the company payroll and 
expenses back to New York has 
beén guaranteed. 

In the face of disappointing busi- 
ness, Aldrich & Myers had moved 
to withdraw from sponsorship of 
the play, with Sussell Lewis & 
Howard Young negotiating to take 
over management and tour the 
production to the Coast. However, 
the latter pair failed to reach an 
agreement with Actors Equity and 
the show might have folded if 
Aldrich & Myers had not decided 
to continue for the present... Its 
future depends on the b.o. 


Dispute between Lewis & Young 
and Equity was over the question 
of cast changes without payment 
of two-week salaries to the dis- 
missed players. Arguing that when 
they took over the show it should 
have been classified as a new 
production, the Coast managers 
wanted the right to make various 
changes without extra salary pay- 
ments. Equity claimed that the 
change of management should not 
affect the cast’s protection under 
the two-week clause. 

Issue was intensified by the fact 
that Lewis & Young were already 

(Continued on page 50) 





Winding Up in the Red; 
‘Father’ Foldo Costs 306 


“As the Girls Go,” which closed 
Saturday night (14) at the Broad- 
way, N. Y., continued Michael 
Todd's record of never having had 


,a musical run less than a year on 


Broadway. The show played exact- 
ly 52 weeks, not counting a nine- 
week layoff last summer caused by 
the iliness of the star, Bobby 
Clark. 

Despite its long run, much of the 
time at huge grosses, “Girls” 
wound up in the red. Todd re- 
ports the show paid off the origi- 
nal investment of $330,900, most 
of which was supplied in the 
form of loans, by Todd's friends. 
However, an estimated $30,000 ad- 
ditional was necessary to reopen 
the production after the summer 
layoff, and this amount was not 
entirely recouped. 

Because of the loan setup, Todd 
would not have had to spiit with 
the backers, as most producers do. 

(Continued on page 52) 


of “Cocktail Party,” at the) 








Tallulah’s Boff Tour 


May Mean Extension 
Memphis, Jan. 17. 

Instead of ending her current 
tour in “Private Lives” sometime 
in February or March, as origi- 
nally planned, Tallulah Bankhead 
will probably continue’ through 
mid-April and may even go to Chi- 
cago for a repeat engagement to 
wind up the season. Actress, who 
has been mopping up on a string 
of one-nighters through the South, 
is definitely booked until Feb. 11. 
On last week’s reported gross of 
$34,300, the actress is figured to 
have pulled down around $7,000 
as her share. That included ap- 
proximately $5,100 from her 15% 
Slice off the top, plus about $1,900 
from her 25% piece of the profits. 
That’s considerably more than she 
could presumably make on Broad- 
way, even if she had an available 
new vehicle, which she hasn't. At 
any rate, how long she keeps on 


| trouping is strictly up to her. 


Dividing the current week be- 
tween Evansville, Ind.; Nashville, 
Louisville and Indianapolis, the 
star* goes to St. Louis for a repeat 
stand all next week, then plays 
one-nighters (with a few split- 
week dates) through Indiana, Ohio, 
West Virginia and Pennsylvania. 
The Chicago booking, if it tran- 
spires, will probably be a limited 
one, as the show previously had a 
six-month run there. 


2 More Plays 
At $6 Weekends 


Two incoming shows will join 
the list of straight plays having a 
$6 top Friday and Saturday nights. 
They are “As You Like It,” the 
Theatre Guild revival starring 
Katharine Hepburn, and “The 
Wisteria Trees,” Joshua Logan 
play starring Helen Haves. Latter. 





an adaptation of Chekhov’s “The | 


Cherry Orchard,” is being co-pro- 
duced by Logan and Leland Hay- 
ward, although without program 
credit. 

Already using a $6 top Friday 
and Saturday night are Hayward’s 
production of “The Rat Race,” at 


the Barrymore, N. Y., and the Al-| 


drich & Myers revival of “Caesar 
and Cleopatra,’ at the National, 
N. Y. In the latter case, the higher 
scale isn’t driving away attendance 
Friday and Saturday night, but is 
having the hoped-for effect of 
pushing some _ business to the 
earlier nights of the week. But 
even at “Rat Race,’ where the re- 
sults are not too clear, there’s no 
prospect of cutting the top to a 
flat $4.80 all nights. 


R&H FESTIVAL SET FOR 
ST. LOUIS MUNY SEASON 


St. Louis, Jan. 17. 
Climax of the St. Louis Munici- 





-pal Opera season in Forest Park 


this summer will be a Rodgers and 
Hammerstein Festival. It will con- 
sist of an R. & H. concert as the 
next-to-last bill, to run a week, 
followed by a production of “Ca- 
rousel,”’ for the closing two weeks. 
The concert will feature guest 
singers, a ballet and a 75-piece 
orchestra on stage. The composer 
and his lyricist collaborator are 
expected to attend. 

Three weeks later, the town will 
get another taste of the songwrit- 
ing team, with the arrival of their 
touring “South Pacific” production 
at the Auditorium for a 10-day run. 
Show is playing the 3,500-seat 
house instead of the regular road- 
show stand, the 1,700-seat Ameri- 
can. 

Same production staff that has 
been at the Muny for several years 
will return this season. It in- 
cludes musical director Edward 
McArthur, production director 
John Kennedy and scene designer 
Watson Barratt. 





Tristates Theatres Saturday (14) 
announced the booking of ‘“Detec- 
tive Story” with Chester Morris 
for their Omaha theatre, Omaha, 


i Feb. 7 and 8. 


Equity Betters ‘Prostie Contract In 
Jurisdiction Takeover From AGVA 


+ Actors Equity, which was award- 


,ed jurisdiction over the current 
presentation of “The Respectful 
Prostitute” at the Selwyn, N. Y., 
and other fegit productions at 
vaudfilm houses, succeeded in bet- 
terimg the contract previously ne- 
gotiated by the American Guild of 
Variety Artists with George 
Brandt, producer of the show. The 
stage union intends to retain juris- 
diction over all legit offerings, re- 
gardiess of where presented. 

Under the revised deal between 

Equity and Brandt, the work week 
is cut from the previous seven days 
to six and the maximum number 
of performances is reduced from 
30 to 17, except that, “under spe- 
cial circumstances,” three extra 
performances may be given, at 
pro-rata added pay. Instead of 
being changeable without notice, 
the performance schedyle may now 
be revised only on a week's notice, 

Under the Equity setup, mini- 
mum pay for all categories is $90 
a week in the Times Square area 
of New.York, $95 in the metropoli- 
tan area and $105 on the road. Un- 
der the AGVA pact, principals got 
$85, walkons got $50 and chorus 
members $75, regardless of where 
the show was presented. Equity 
requires that a stage manager be 
employed for all performances and 
at rehearsals. Another change is 
that although actors have to pro- 
vide all ordinary costumes, the 
producer must supply any addi- 
tional ones or those necessary if 
the ones the actor already has are 
not suitable. 

The revised contract is for six 
| months, rather than a year, and it 
jis retroactive to the start of the 
“Prostitute” engagement at the 
Selwyn, except that any provisions 
of the previous deal that favored 


the actor continue to apply. All 
rules of the Equity minimum 
agreement with the League of 


inconsistent 
remain in 


N. Y. Theatres not 
with the new contract 
force. 

Jurisdiction over the present 
edition of “Prostitute” was previ- 
ously claimed by AGVA, which 
went ahead and negotiated a con- 
tract with Brandt. However, after 
a series of hearings, the Associ- 

(Continued on page 50) 


‘Roberts’ Takes Tip From 


Pix in Record 2G Advance 
Plugging for Mpls. Run 


Minneapolis, Jan. 17. 


Taking a leaf from the films 
book, “Mister Roberts,” playing at 
the Lyceum here for 10 days, 
staged a big-scale advertising and 
exploitation compaign. A _ record 
sum for this town for any legiti- 
mate stage attraction, $2,000, was 
expended on the advance campaign 
and there were numerous stunts 
arranged. too. 

Campaign included radio spot 
and other announcements (‘very 
infrequently used for legitimate 
touring attractions in Minneapolis, 
but frequently for pictures), post- 
ing of 24-sheets and other paper, 
advertising cards on the outside of 
every streetcar, bookstore tieups, 
letters to all former Navy members 
and Naval reserve members, two 
special nights to honor the memory 
of co-author Tom Heggen, a native, 
etc, 

Boxoffice advance sale perked up 
tremendously after the campaign 
was launched and the $2,000 ex- 
penditure is paying off hand- 
somely. The 1,900-seat house even 
was completely sold out in advance 
at $4.20 top for the opening Sun- 
day night (15), which otherwise 
might have been hurt, except for 
the advance sale, in consequence 
of a blizzard and 15-below-zero 
temperature. 


Suit vs. Shuberts On 
‘Ozarks’ House Underway 


Chicago, Jan. 17. 

Jules Pfeiffer and Danny Gold- 
berg’s $1,000,000 anti-trust suit 
against the Shuberts got underway 
before Judge Phillip Sullivan in 
Chi Federal district court today 
(17). Action charges the Shuberts 
denied firstrate theatres to pair, 
who produced “Maid of Ozarks,” 
and producers suffered a loss. 

Shuberts have issued a general 
, denial, 
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Wholesale Invasion Next Season By 


Foreign Symphs to Liven U.S. Scene. 


Where the U. S. concert world¢ 


underwent an “invasion” of foreign 
ballet troupes (Sadler’s Wells, Les 
Ballets de Paris) last fall, it will 
get an influx of alien symphony or- 
chestras next season. 


America next fall, two of them 
simultaneously, in a_ situation 
unique here. And although do- 
mestic symphs are all crying the 
blues. all of them losing coin and 
running annually into deficits, it’s 
quite likely that the visiting 
symphs will make out ali right at 
the b.o. Even if they shouldn't, 
they have no worries. They'll be 
properly subsidized. 

Symphs are the Royal Philhar- 
monic Orchestra of London, the 
Concertgebouw Orchestra of Am- 
sterdam and the Israel Philhar- 
monic Orchesjra. Scheduling o 
the three symphs so closely may 
make it a little tough on the man- 
agements booking them here, who 
otherwise would count on fairly 
sure sellouts. But circumstances 
dictated the visits for next fall, 
while other factors enter into the 
situation to insure good reception. 

The Israel! Philharmonic will 
visit the U. S. for a limited 10-week 
tour beginning in January, 1951. 
Visit is being sponsored by the 
American Fund for Israel Institu- 
tions. a U. S. organization which 
fosters cultural activities in Israel, 
including this symph. It brought 
the Habimah Players, which it also 
supports, to the U. S. last season. 
Sol Hurok is managing the tour. 
Orch of 95 will fly from Israel 
late in December. Paul Paray and 
Leonard Bernstein will conduct 
most of the U. S. concerts, with 
other maestros to guest-baton. 

Isracli’s visit of 10 weeks will be 
the longest of the three tours. 
Visit will have a philanthropic as 
well as cultural motive. The Amer- 
ican Fund is paying all expenses, 
but is expected to realize much 
more in receipts, as admission scale 
is likely to be hiked in most spots, 
with patrons aware that the coin 
is going to aid the orch in Israel 
as well as other Palestine institu- 
tions. Orch, founded in 1936 by 
the late Bronislaw Huberman, is 
visiting the U. S. for the first time. 

The Royal Philharmonic Or- 
chestra, conducted by Sir Thomas 
Beecham, and also on its first visit, 
will do an eight-week tour from 
Oct. 16 to Dec. 13, with Columbia 
Artists Mgt. doing the booking. 
Beecham, wealthy patent-medicine 
heir, who supports the orch, is ex- 
pected to make up any deficits. The 
62-year-old Amsterdam Concertge- 
bouw will also visit the U. S. in 
October, for a schedule of 18 con- 
certs in 19 days, under manage- 
ment of National Concert & Art- 
ists Corp. Eduard Van Beinum 
will conduct. The Dutch govern- 
ment is sponsoring the visit, and 
handling the costs. 

All three visits, naturaily, have 
been long in the making. The 
London tour was set up first, it 
being tied in with the 70th birth- 
day of its conductor-patron, Bee- 
cham. The Concertbegouw visit is 
to show America the gratitude of 
the Dutch for aid in liberating the 
Netherlands. This is the fifth 
year of the liberation. Orch will 
sail Sept. 20 from Holland, with 
tour to start Oct. 1. 

Competition of Dutch and Brit- 
ish orchs here simultaneously will 
have its effect at boxoffice as well 
as among critics and general mu- 
sic-going public. It’s believed the 
Concertbegouw will be sold to lo- 
cal managers at between $3.500 and 
$4,500, whereas, the Royal Phil- 
harmonic is reported selling up to 
$5,500 a concert. Selling terms on 
the Israel symph, because of the 
fund-raising side-issue, will be a 
different matter. 

First foreign symph to visit the 
U. S. since the war was the French 
Orchestre National, which toured 
last fall with Charles Munch con- 
ducting, and Jack Adams & Co. 
booking. 


AGMA Puts Roch. Opera 
Mer. on Unfair List 


Josephine Di Crasto and 





Mrs. 


the Rochester Grand Opera Co.” 


have been placed on the unfair list 
of the American Guild of Musical 
Artists. 

The union claims its talent 
wasn’t paid off after appearing in 
“Elixir of Love,” presented Nov. 
20 by Mrs. Di Crasto and the 
Rochester GOC, 


There will | 
be three foreign symphs visjting | 





Scrinter Sues Bette Davis 
On Lesit Runout Claim 


Hollywood, Jan. 17. 

Ramon Romero, New York play- 
wright, filed suit in a Los Angeles 
court yesterday (Mon.) for $150,- 
000 damages against Bette Davis. 
Romero’s complaint charged the 
actress had breached a contract to 
appear on Broadway in “Mrs. Lin- 
coln.” claiming agreement was 
made between them in the pres- 
ence of Lawrence Langner, Cco- 
director of the Theatre Guild. 

Plaintiff alleged that the actress 
was to start rehearsals when she 
wae free of Warner Bros. commit- 
ments, but she failed to go to 
N.Y. for the Theatre Guild pro- 
duction. Miss Davis, the suit claims, 
signed instead with RKO to star 
in “Story of a Divorce,” which 
Jack Skirball and Bruce Manning 
are producing. Romero’s suit states 
that among the producers willing 
to put on the play if Miss Davis 
starred were Irene Selznick and 
Eddie Dowling. 











| ‘Times’ Atkinson - | 


Continued from page 49 





of Hawkins, who continues as re- 
viewer for the sheet. 

Comparison of the overall figures 
for all critics is further evidence 
that the aisle-sitters are off their 
feed, or are losing their shot-calling 
eye. The composite average for 
all critics at the moment is .678, 
compared with a composite per- 
centage of .817 last season. The 
overall figures for this season are 
208 shows caught, 141 “right,” 6? 
“wrong” and six “no opinion.” Last 
season the figures were 327 shows 
~caught, 267 “right,” 56 “wrong” 
and four “no opinion.” The ex- 
planation for the contrast is obvi- 
ously anyone’s guess. 

In relative toughness, the critics 
rated as follows: Atkinson, six 
favorable notices, 17 unfavorable 
and one “no opinion”; Chapman, 
10 favorable, 13 unfavorable; 
Morehouse, nine favorable, 12 un- 
favorable; Coleman, 10 favorable, 
14 unfavorable; Barnes, seven 
favorable, 14 unfavorable; Watts, 
10 favorable, 14 unfavorable; Gar- 
land, 10 favorable, 13 unfavorable, 
one ‘‘no opinion”; Pollock, 11 favor- 
able, 11 unfavorable, two ‘no 
opinion”; Hawkins, 12 favorable, 
nine unfavorable, one “no opinion.” 


The boxscore is based on 24 reg- 
ular productions since the official 
startof the season, last June 1. It 
includes “Blackouts,” but excludes 
“A Night in Spain” (originally 
titled “Cabalgata’”’), Chartock’s Gil- 
bert & Sullivan repertory, and the 
City Center stock presentations. 

As always, the boxscore is based 
on the correctness of the critical 
opinions. That is, whether the 
critic’s opinion is considered 
“right” or “wrong” depends on 
whether the show in question 
proves to be a boxoffice hit or 
failure. In other words, the basis 
for rating critical opinions is the 
public reaction to the show in- 
volved. In figuring averages, “no 
opinion” reviews are classed as 
“wrong.” 


According to present indications, 
seven of the 24 shows presented so 
far this season are hits. However, 
these classifications may ultimately 
have to be revised in some cases, 
so the critical standings may be 
correspondingly altered. Last sea- 
son’s halfway ratings were based 
on 38 shows, of which 14 were in- 
dicated hits. 








Murray, Siegel Win 
‘Blackouts’ Name Suit 


| Hollywood, Jan. 17. 


Ken Murray and Dave Siegal | 


4 


have been given the sole legal 
right to the title “Blackouts of 
1950” or use of the word “Black- 
out” in any title form by a su- 
perior court order here. 

Judgment was rendered in a 
court battle between Murray and 
|Siegel and Joseph 
Zucea, proprietors of Zucca’s 
Opera House, small nitery here. 
The Zuccas had used the title in ad- 
vertising their new show when in- 
| junctive suit was slapped on them. 


and Frank) 


Joe E. Brown Preems His 
One-Man Show in lowa 


Des Moines, Jan. 17. 


Joe E. Brown began his one-man 
show tour at Creston, Ia., Thurs- 
‘day (12), for the start of a series 
lof one-night stands. Ottumwa and 
|Mason City followed Creston. Des 
'Moines and Davenport appearances 
are scheduled in February. 


The show, called “An Evening 
with Joe E. Brown,” is done in in- 
timate style, with homely philoso- 
phy and humor, and with audience 
participation. Clark H. Getts, 
manager, who is preceding Brown, 
acknowledging that Brown would 
not approve of the comparison, ex- 
plained the show is being done “in 
the manner of the late Will 
Rogers.” 











‘Fancy’ 











——_=am continued from page 49 


in disagreement with Equity over 
a similar matter in the case of the 
touring production of 


phia Story,” costarring Sarah 
Churchill and Jeffrey Lynn. In 
that instance, Equity forced the 


management, which took over the 
show from the Theatre Guild, to 
pay two-week salaries and trans- 
portation back to New York to two 
replaced cast members. Union haa 
threatened to refuse permission for 
Miss Churchul, as an alien actress, 
to continue in the play unless the 
rules were strictly observed. 
Equity rules also became an 
issue in Saturday night’s closing 
of the touring “Student Prince” 
revival at the Great Northern. In 
that case, members of the cast 
appealed to the management, Lee 
& J. J. Shubert, to continue the 
show, but were turned down on 
the ground that “your union has 
made rules and regulations which 
are impossibie for producers to 
comply with unless fortunately 
when they get some big smash hit, 
which are few and far between.” 
‘Hardly Any- Incentive’ 


Notice, placed on the backstage 
bulletin board of the theatre and 
signed by J. J. Shubert, informed 
the “Student Prince” troupe that 
“it would be entirely too late for 
us to consider continuing this com- 

|pany for the reason that we have 
| already given up all our future 
bookings that we had. Besides, 
there is hardly any incentive for 
me to continue a play which costs 
us between $2,000 and $2,500 a 
week more than it did a few years 
back. For your information, the 
company and house lost $6,000 in 
Cincinnati. There are limits to 
being a philanthropist, and with a 
show like this you cannot take a 
_ loss of $6,000 and continue to 
| exist.” 
The letter continued, “I think 
you should look to your orgniza- 
_tion for any help during the time 
|you are out of work, as it is not 
/ unusual for a union to give unem- 
ployment benefits to its members. 
| As I understand it, Equity has over 
$1,000,000 and they could finance 
and tide over the actors who are 
out of work, inasmuch as the coun- 
cil is made up of members who 
are all working and they hold the 
destinies of the unemployed actors 
‘in their hands.” 


The Shuberts, through the 
League of N. Y. Theatres, recently 
sought to persuade Equity to re- 
vise its minimum rules covering 
touring revivals to permit a seven- 

‘day week and more than an eight- 
performance schedule. After first 
agreeing to make the modification 
on pop-price shows, the union 
withdrew the offer when the 
League asked additional conces- 
sions. 











| Equity Betters 
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| ated Actors & Artistes of America, 


parent organization of the _ per- 
former unions, awarded the juris- 
diction to Equity. Officials of the 
latter group, while declaring their 
intention of holding jurisdiction 
over all legit shows no matter 
where presented, emphasize that 
such a policy is not to be mistaken 
as disputing AGVA’s right to rep- 
resent the vaude or nitery field. 
The issue is the type of show and 
the performers involved, they ex- 
plain. For instance, they point out, 
jurisdiction over the Belasco the- 
atre, N. Y., now belongs to the 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists, since NBC has aken over 
the house as a broadcasting studio. 


“Philadel- | 


+ (15) 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


“Fallen Angels.” revival starring Hermione Gingold and Hermione 
Baddeley, at the Ambassador, London, was originally presented in the 
West End in 1925, with Tallulah Bankhead and Estelle Winwood. jt 
was presented at the 49th Street, N. Y., two years later with Fay Bainter 
and Miss Winwood, and was revived at the Cape Playhouse, Dennis, 
Mass., during the summer of 1942, with Gertrude Lawrence Starred, 
and Muriel Williams, a member of the resident company, as the other 
femme lead. 

When the Noel Coward comedy was first presented on Broadway it 
was generally considered risque, and there was some criticism because 
the theatre marquee, with the play’s title in lights, appeared to pedes- 
trians approaching on West 49th street, to be alongside the lighted sign 
on St. Malachy’s church, next door. 

Edwin Lester, managing director of the San Francisco and Los 
Angeles Civic Light Opera companies, gets 1% of the profits of “South 
Pacific,” because he had a personal contract with Ezio Pinza, costar of 
the show. Under the deal Lester was personally committed to star 
Pinza in a show during the winter of 1948-49. A production he planned 
didn’t work out. however, and he mentioned his contract to Oscar Ham- 
merstein, who was then working with Richard Rodgers on the pre- 
liminary outline of “South Pacific.” The composer-lyricist team took 
over Lester’s contract and, after getting Pinza’s agreement, wrote the 
costarring part for him. They were under no legal obligation to Lester, 
but talked it over with their co-producers, Joshua Logan and Leland 
Hayward, and agreed to cut him in for the 1% slice of the profits. 


Legit Bit 
Alfred deLiagre, Jr., and Nor- 
man Corwin have been unable to 
agree on casting or a production 
date on the latter’s “Mary and the 
Fairy,” so the author is withdraw- 
ing the script and will put it on 
the shelf while he concentrates on 
a radig_ series. The producer, 
meanwhile, is trying to arrange for 
a name dramatist to revise a post- 
humous play by Philip Barry. 
Louis Schonceit, head of the 
Mackey ticket agency, has optioned 
Charles Knox Robinson’s “October 
Walk” for Broadway presentation 
next fall Viola Keats, Adele 
Longmire, Arthur Franz and Rus- 
sell Hardie will be the principals 
in the Australian company of 
“Streetcar Named Desire,” opening 
Feb. 18 in Melbourne Nadine 
Marziano, Swiss actress with the 
Comedie Francaise, joins the fac- 
ulty of Fairleigh Dickinson college 
in February to teach courses on 
the French theatre... William 
Fields, Leo Freedman, Carlton 
Miles, Helen Hoerle, Ben Boyar, 
Robert Milford,. Wolfe Kaufman, 
Oliver Saylor and Milton Wein- 
traub have been appointed the 
committee to represent the Assn. 
of Theatrical Press Agents & 
Managers in confabs with the 
League of N. Y. Theatres on a na- 
tional public relations campaign 
for legit.. Lee Sabinson has taken 
an option on “Masquerade, a Com- 
edy of Unmistaken Identity,” by 
Lawrence Hazard. and Jerome 
Stagg, for Broadway production. 
_Gross for “Streetcar Named De- 
sire” (No. 2 company) was under- 
quoted last week for the stand Jan. 
6-7 in Norfolk. Correct figure for 
the three performances was $8,900. 
Paul Beisman, manager of the 
American theatre, St. Louis, is in| 
New York this week to book shows | of the leads in ‘Now I Lay Me 
ey mg Gt 
— Ho ce hy cae the Florence Eldridge esting = 
al bill in the N. Y. City Center . . -etur 
revival series, he was asked to do f vag # mega: who returned 
the William Gillette part in “Sher- | tho Ame qe wen nto ne ed 
lock Holmes,” but countered with | the America, will go into the James 
the suggestion that he play a re-| Costigan and Bon Bedtere produc- 
turn engagement in “The Heiress.” tion “Cry of the Peacock, sched- 
with Margaret Phillips in the title Wed), 0 begin rehearsing | this 
part Fae ot heath ae 
Auditions will be he a FOURS ER CULyY  Cl0se 
(Thurs.) at senda a , Saturday (14) . . , Eugene Fiest's 
’ Today Just Like Tomorrow” cur- 


replacement for the male lead in ; i 
Miss Liberty,” succeeding Eddie ne ae eee oe See 


Albert, who leaves in thr y 
> aves ree Ww ‘ , ’ i i 
eeks Sawyer” has been given a music 


for a film assignment . Victor ; imi 
Semen ounarel manater for - Tagua adaptation by Vladimir 


the Playwrights’ Co.. vacationi : 
in Jamaica, B. Ww. . itl i __ Sabina Thorne, daughter of play- 
Chris O’Brien, new executive in WUShts Lenore Coffee and William 
charge of the Coast office of Actors Joyce ee eo 2 
Equity, leaves today (Wed.) to take pon ay A manga ~~ el ag Rl 
over the assignment. I. B. Korm- areves 6 noe Age Paget 
blum continues as Equity’s attor- S08 has_ resigned as director of 
ney on the Coast.. Paul Vroom | >‘@8e, Inc. New Orleans . . . 
will be general manager of the Little Theatre, Hollywood, Fla. 
Peggy Wood, Roger Sterns and ene on een pone Se Opere 
Joseph Moon producticn of the po ld ay scree er pile 
Erik Marton-Charles Colby melo- at ae gee meee’ vill 
drama, “The House on the Cliff.” Rails.” Feb. 20. Production will 
which Rex Harrison will stage also paces #8 pone Fereer Tet the 
with Fay Bainter and Roland ooeeemnen OCs thentre for the 
Young i preup ... Strindberg’s ‘‘The oe 
?aul Reed, who had par ' Sonata” will be presented at Yale 
trainer in the Detroit BN ye U_ for one weels beginning Friday 
Opera’s production of “Good News” (20). 
last week, has been signed for 
Vinton Freedley’s “Great To Be 
Alive,’ which goes into rehearsal 
soon in New York.. Samuel Tay- | 
lor, author of the soon-due “The | 


Happy Time,” script : 4 
TV Playhouse chow. “Murdero | “Sadie Is a Lady,” new Yiddisn 


the Stork Club.” ai /musical by Joseph Rumshinsky, 
. Lars eohinten, wen of Han Jacob Kalich and Louis Freiman, 
old Nordenson, former board chair- | Which premieres Jan. 27 at the 
man of Stockholm’s Royal Dramat-| 5¢¢Ond Avenue theatre, N. Y. 
ic theatre, has joined Walter Fried| Tuner, which follows “Abi Ge 
as co-producer of “The Bird Cage,” Zunt,” will be Miss Picon’s second 
in which Maureen Stapleton will Production there this season. It 
play the femme lead. | will feature Irving Jacobson, Mae 
Robert Vetault, of Theatre Arts Shoenfeld, Muni Serebrov, Julius 
mag, admitted to membership in Adler, Max Bozhyk and Henrietta 
the Drama Desk, New York legit , Jacobson, 





reporters’ group... When Richard 
Aldrich returns from vacation at 
Naples (Fla.) with his actress-wife, 
Gertrude Lawrence, his producer- 
partner, Richard Myers, will take 
a trip to Paris ... The John Shu- 
berts left Saturday (14) for a Flor-- 
ida vacation . . ,. Jean Dalrymple’s 
proposed production of Norman 
Ginsbury’s “The First Gentlemen,” 
to co-star Basil Rathbone and 
Margaret Phillips, is budgeted at 
$100,000 “The Impossible 
Forest,” with score by Alec Wilder 
and libretto by Marshall Barer, was 
auditioned Monday night (16) by 
Rogers Brackett, for prospective 
backers ... Text of James Bridie's 
current London hit, “Daphne 
Laureola,” which Leland Hayward 
has scheduled for Broadway's pres- 
entation next season, will be pub- 
lished Tuesday (24) by Macmillan 
; - “The Cocktafl Party,” T. S. 
Eliot comedy which preems Satur- 
day on Broadway, will be pub- 
lished April 27 by Harcourt, Brace 
... Jose Ferrer may do one or two 
weeks of strawhat this summer at 
Olney, Md., for Richard Skinner. 


Bill Doll has opened a branch 
of his N. Y. publicity office in Chi- 
cago, to be supervised by Byron S. 
Bently, .. . Bernard Simon leaving 
his N. Y. office in charge of his as- 
sistant, Robert Ganshaw, when he 
goes out as advance press agent for 
“That Lady,” which finishes its 
Broadway run Jan. 28 .. . Erik 
Martin’s and Charles Colby's “The 
House on the Cliff’ scheduled for 
February presentation by the new- 
ly-formed partnership of Peggy 
Wood, Roger Stearns and Joseph 
F. Moor. Show has been capital- 
ized at $55,000... Hope Miller un- 
derstudying Jacqueline Dalya, one 





Molly Picon to Open 


2d Musical of Season 
Molly Picon will be starred in 








—_ — 


eS wtp Pres A & we HK TA 


—A 2a yw LA 


wy 








| | 
to 
5\ 
se 
m 
g) 
G 
U 
Vi 
: fc 
Ss 
T 
re 
Ss 
bi 
KC 
~" 








e 
1e@ 
it 
Tr 


i, 
r 


it 


- 


—S he 2 


eee OU 


« we "ete or ee 














Wednesday, January 18, 1950 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE _‘511 





Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VaRirTy’s 
boxoffice estimates for last week (the 33d week of the season) 


and the corresponding week of 1 


BROADWAY 


Number of shows current....... 
Total weeks played so far by all 


Total gross for all current shows last week $633.400 


Total season’s gross so far by all 
Number of new productions so f 


RO 


ast season: 


(Excluding Stock) 


Number of current touring show 


Total weeks played so far by all 


Total read gross reported last week 


Season’s total road gross so far 


This Last 

Season Season 

ERY i 24 28 

shows. 635 713 

$692,600 

shows. .. .$16,159.200 $16,901,800 

Wee £ie:#ie 28 43 
AD 

s reported 28 30 

shows 566 716 


$519,600 $674,800 
$11,754,400 $14,587,200 








Chi Spotty Despite 


Conventions: 


Kate 41/46, Death, ‘Story’ to Close 


Chicago, 

With furniture convention in 
town, boxoffice has taken an up-| 
swing. Conventioneers: bought out | 
several houses for parties, but | 
most of the better take was 
grabbed off by “Kiss Me, Kate.” 
“Blossom Time” opened at the 
Great Northern (15) as did “Light 
Up the Sky,” both with light ad- 
vances. “That Lady” is scheduled 
for the Blackstone Jan. 30 and 
Spike Jones follows “Blossom 
Time” three weeks hence. “Bar- 
retts of Wimpole Street,” with 
Susan Peters, is also a prospect, 
but no date or theatre has been 


set. “Death of a Salesman” and 
“Detective Story” are both closing 
s00N. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Blossom Time,” Great Northern 
(1.500; $3.71). Opened Sunday 
(15) with moderate boxoffice. | 

“Death of a Salesman,” Erlanger | 
fi7th week) (1.334; $4.33). Notice 
of closing in five more weeks 
boosted receipts to a good $17,000. 

“Detective Story,” Blackstone 
(llth week) (1,456; $4.40). Mild 
$14,000 and slated to leave in two 
more weeks. 

“Goodbye, My Fancy,” Harris 
(3rd week) (1.000; $3.71). Picked 
up late in the. week to reach $12,- 
000. so continues at least two more 
weeks. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (17th 
week) (2,100; $6.18). Still leading 
the pack with $41,500. 

“Light Up the Sky,” Studebaker 
(1.237; $3.71). Opened Sunday 
(15) with slight advance sale. 

“Student Prince,’ Great North- 
ern (3rd week) (1,500: $3.71). 
Clesed Saturday (14) with a hefty 
$23,000. 

“Yes, M’Lord,” Studebaker (3rd 
week) (1,237: $3.71). Ended Guild 
run Saturday (14) with bright 
$16,000. 


TALLU SMASH $34,400 
IN 5 SOUTHERN STANDS 


Memphis. Jan. 17. 

Tallulah Bankhead piled up a 
smashing gross of $34,400 last week 
in eight performances spread over 
five stands, ending with a matinee 
and evening here Saturday (14). 
Starring in John C. Wilson's re- 
vival of “Private Lives,” with Don- 
ald Cook featured, the actress got 
away fast with $12,600 in three 
performances Monday and Tues- 
day (9-10) at the 1,.841-seat Melba, 
Dallas, added $4,500 in a single 
showing Wednesday (‘11) at the 
3.750-seat Municipal auditorium, 
Shreveport, and stopped off to get 
$3,600 at the 1.200-seat Paramount, 
Monroe, La., on a fill-in of an open 
one-nighter Thursday (12). 

She continued with a walloping 
$5.600 for one performance Friday 
night (13) at the 3,000-seat Robin- 
son auditorium, Little Rock, and’ 
wound up the week with a take of 





$8,000 for pair of showings Satur- 
oy at hy 2.450-seat Auditorium 
ere. 





Susan Peters’ ‘Barretts’ 
$11,000 in Cleveland 


Cleveland, Jan. 17. 
Susan Peters in “Barretts of 
Wimpole Street” picked satis- 
factory $11,000 in eight p.\‘vrm- 
ances at the Hanna last wee. Ac- 


tress also reaped frontpage space 
with her appearances before am- 
Pputees, polio victims and other 
Physically disabled groups, telling 
them how she overcame her own 
physical handicap to keep her the- 
atrical career alive. 

Brock Pemberton is in town to 
check premiere of his latest pro- 
duction, “Mr. Barry's Etchings,” 
Starring Lee Tracy, which opened 
last night (Mon.) at the Hanna 
Walter Bulle * and Daniel Archer 
authors of « medy, are also here 
for the tryout. 


Jan. 17. + 





‘Widow’ 1136 in 4, NH. | 


New Haven, Jan. 17. 
“The Merry Widow,” with Su-' 
sanna Foster and Wilbur Evans, 


tinkled a happy tune on Shubert 
cash register last week (12-14). At 
$3.60 top, on four shows, estimated 
gross of $11,500 was strictly okay. 

This week has unfurling of ‘“‘Old 
Beat-Up Woman” (Carol Stone) (19- 

1). Next week gets a full stanza 
of “Lend An Ear” (23-28). 


‘Girl 386, Philly, 
Enchanted’ $6,500 


Philadelphia, Jan. 17. 


With Philly’s legit biz at its high 
peak of the season, booking com- 
mitments in the four’ regular 
houses continue to increase to such | 
an extent that there are few, if | 
any, open dates between now and 
the end of February. 

Latest revival of “The Merry 
Widow” ‘Shubert) followed “Arms 
and the Girl’ at the Forrest, open- 
ing last night (15) for a_ two- 
week stay. Tonight (17), Maurice 
Schwartz starts a five-day engage- 
ment at the Walnut in “Yosele, the 
Nightingale,.”” done by his Yiddish 
Art Theatre. ““Ali You Need Is One 
Good Break,” new comedy, has its 
world preem at the Locust, Friday 
(20), where it will play the two 
subsequent weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Arms and the Girl,” Forrest 
(3rd week) (1,766; $4.55). Big Guild 
musical kept on clicking more 
strongly as it proceeded. Close to 
sellout at $38.000 in final session. 
“The Merry Widow” current. 

“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Shu- 
bert (lst week) (1,877; $3.90). New 
York hit got fine reviews although 
there were plenty squawks from 
some ATS. subscribers. Strong 
at almost $21.000. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Lo- 
cust (3rd week) (1,580; $3.90). Re- 
turn of this Tennessee Williams 
prizewinner was highly successful. 
Powerful $26.400 in last of three 





sessions. “All You Need Is One 
Good Break.” new comedy, preems 
Friday and then stays two full 
weeks. 

“The Enchanted,” Walnut (2nd 
week) (1.340: $3.90). New Girau- 
doux fantasy never got started 


after tepid notices. Went out with a 
weakish $6,500. Maurice Schwartz 
company in this week with the 
Yiddish comedy, ‘“Yosele, the 
Nightingale.” opening tonight (17). 


Ballet Russe $53,400 
In 7 at Three Stands 


Minneapolis, Jan. 17. 

Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, in 
seven performances at three stands 
last week. grossed an impressive 
$53.400 at a $3.60 top. Troupe 
played St. Louis Monday through 
Wednesday (9-11), Des Moines 
Thursday, and Minneapoiis Friday 
through Sunday. 

Troupe is playing another split 
week currently. 


‘Sky’ $15,200, St. Louis 


St. Louis, Jan. 17. 
Up the Sky,” with Sam 
Levene, Margie Hart. Lynn Bari 
and Glenn Anders in the lead 
roles, woung up a one-week en- 
gagement at the American, Satur- 
day (14). Beset by bad weather 
throughout the stand, the comedy 
grossed a good $15,200 for eight 
performances. House was scaled 
to $3.66. 
“The Man Who Came to Dinner,” 
;with Monty Woolley, is current. 








“Light 


‘ROBERTS’ IN RECORD 
326 ON SPLIT WEEK 


St. Paul, Jan. 17. 
“Mister Roberts” rang up last 
week what may be a_ record 


formances. The Thomas Heggen- 
| Joshua Logan success put together 
a total of about $52,000 on two per- 
| formances in Kansas City, three in 
| Des Moines and three here. 

| The week started with a take of 
' $10,500 for two performances Sun- 
day (8) at the 2,572-seat Music Hall, 
Kansas City, where the show had 
played the previous semester. Pro- 
duction laid off Monday for travel, 





and, after playing three perform- 
ances Tuesday and Wednesday 
(10-11) in Des Moines took an- 
other day for travel and then, 
despite a severe snowstorm, picked 
up $17,000 more in three show- 
ings Friday and Saturday (13-14) 


at the 2,180-seat Auditorium here 
at a $3.60 top. 





Hot in Des Moines 
Des Moines, Jan. 17. 

The 4.200-seat KRNT Radio the- 
atre here set a record for a non- 
musical show with “Mister Rob- 
erts” Tuesday (10) when 4,100 cus- 
tomers paid $10,001, without tax. 
Former house record was held by 
Helen Hayes in. “Harriet” in March, 
1945. That had in turn broken the 
record also set by the same actress 
in “Victoria Regina,” in March, 
1938. 

The second night of “Mister 
Roberts,’ Wednesday, broke. the 
previous night’s record when 4,139 

| persons paid $11,167.50, net, and 
| more than 1,000 were turned away 
from the boxoffice. With a Wea- 
nesday matinee, the total for the 
three performances was 9,500 per- 
sons for a net of $24,288, at a scale 
“ $1.22 to $4.27. 


Brig’ 266, Hub, 
Song $10,500, 
Time’ $17,500 


Boston, Jan. 17. 
“The Happy Time” at the Plym- 
outh and “Design for a Stained 
Glass Window” at the Wilbur were 
the two new offerings in town last 
week. Both got very mixed no- 
tices. 
Les 





Ballets de 
Monday (16) at the Overa House, 
and “Arms and the Girl” debuts 
tonight (17) at the Shubert. Others 
due through January are the San 
Carlo Opera Co., “Yosele_ the 
Nightingale,” “Madwoman of Chail- 
lot.” “An Old Beat-Up Woman.” 
“Come Back Little Sheba” and 
“Diamond Lil.” 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Brigadoon,” Colonial (3d week) 
(1.500; $4.80). Still way ahead of 
the town with a wow $26,000 on its 
third week, and should stay close 
to that figure on its fourth and 
final, now current. 

“Dance Me a Song,” Shubert (3d 
week) (1,750; $4.80). This revue 
never caught on here at all and 
lost plenty during its three-week 
visit. Final week dropped to about 
$10.500. which is rare for a musical 
show in this town. Some new ma- 
terial added for Broadway opener 
Friday but show essentially same 
as at opener here. 

“Design for a Stained Glass Win- 
dow,” Wilbur (lst week) (1,200; 
$3). Historical drama found ap- 
preciative and polite aisle-sitters, 
but not enough enthusiasm to stir 
up any biz in this town. First 
week's take about $6.000 on seven 
performances, which isn't enough. 
Final week here current. 

“The Happy Time,” 


Paris opened 


Plymouth 


(lst week) (1,200; $3). Another 
show to get very divided notices, 
only one of them expressing en- 


thusiasm. But word-of-mouth plus 
the Rodgers-Hammerstein auspices 
and a solid marquee did the trick 
and show built throughout the 
week to take a pretty good $17.500. 
and should gain in second and final 
here. 


‘Streetcar’ $20,700, Balto 


Baltimore, Jan. 17. 

“A Streetcar Named Desire,” in 
the first of a two-week stay at 
Ford's here last week, drew a very 
good $20.700 with indications 
pointing to even better trade 
on the repeater. First session had 
the support of the American Thea- 
tre Society-Theatre Guild subscrip- 
tion, which added to capacity but 
nicked the dollar total. 

Mae West in “Diamond Lil’ Is 
set to follow Jan. 23, 





straight play gross for eight per-| 





Bway Speeds Biz 


Tempo Again; 


‘Wedding’ SRO 246, ‘Caesar’ $27,800, 
‘Liberty’ $31,700, ‘Texas’ OK $28,700 


Legit attendance on Broadway 
took a welcome jump last week, as 
anticipated. Receipts at the start 
of the week were slightly better 
than the previous stanza, and the 
improvement became more notable 
as the week progressed. Trade was 
excellent Friday and Saturday (13- 
14), and the upswing was even 
more marked Monday night (16) 
and on the advance for the balance 
of this week. 

There were two closings Satur- 
day night. two more are due this 
week, and another is slated next 
week. Five openings are listed for 
this week and four more are sched- 


uled for next week. 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 


M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer 
to seating capacity and top price, 
including 20° amusement tax. 
However, grosses are net; i.eé., 
exclusive of tax. 


“As the Girls Go,” Broadway 
(52d wk) (M-1,900; $6). Just man- 
aged to last out 52 weeks (414 per- 
formances), thereby maintaining 
Michael Todd’s run record with 
musical shows; closed Saturday 
night (14); finaled at $26,000. 

“Caesar and Cleopatra,” National 
(4th wk) (CD-1,172; $6). Shaw re- 
vival is getting lively business and 
appears to have a good chance to 
make the grade; topped $27,800. 

“Clutterbuck,” Biltmore (6th wk) 
(C-920; $4.80). Getting an operat- 


ing profit and seems headed for a 


moderate run; hopped to almost 

, $16,700. ‘ 
“Corn Is Green,” City Center 

(Ist wk) (D-3,025; $3). Second bill 


of the N. Y. 
vival series 
day night 


City Theatre Co. re- 
opened last Wednes- 
‘11) to six favorable no- 
tices, one mild pan and one no- 
opinion; seven performances and a 
preview got $18.500. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 


(49th wk) (D-914; $4.80). Went 
clean at all performances except 
for a few seats at the midweek 
matinee: $23°400. 

“Detective Stery,” Hudson (43d 
wk) (D-1.015; $4.80). Shared the 
general improvement; $20,500. 

“Diamond L'il.” Plymouth (22d 


wk) ‘CD-1,063: $4.80). Reacted to 
the trend and notice of Saturday 
night’s (21) closing; nearly $23,300. 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
Ziegfeld (6th wk) (M-1.628: $6). 
Continuing to go clean at all show- 
ings; party commissions still lim- 
iting the gross; $46,600. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice of i950,” Cen- 
ter (34th wk) ‘(R-2,964: $2.88). As 
frequently happens, business at 
this family type spectacle reversed 
the general trend; down to $23,000. 

“I Know My Love,” Shubert 
{llth wk) (‘CD-1,391; $4.80). Go- 
ing along at capacity attendance; 
$33,500. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century 
wk) (M-1,654; $6). Edged back up 
a trifle to capacity; $46,800. 

“Lend An Ear,” Mansfield (57th 


(54th 


wk) ‘R-1,041: $6). Has had a run 
of more than a vear, but closes 
Saturday night (21): climbed a bit 


last week to $15,000. 

“Lost in the Stars,” Music Box 
(llth wk) (M-1,012; $5.40). One of 
the top draws and consistently gets 
capacity; $26,600. 

“Member of the Wedding,” Em- 
pire ‘2d wk) (D-1,082; $4.80). Soid 
out its first full week and looks 
set for a payoff run; lack of the- 
atre parties and small pre-open- 
ing sale emphasizes the strength 
of the solid attendance; $24,000. 

“Miss Liberty,” Imperial (27th 
wk) ‘M-1,400; $6.60). Has recov- 
ered from the pre-holiday slump; 
zoomed $7,000 to top $31,700. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin 
wk) ‘(CD-1,360; $4.80). Leland 
Hayward production, now the long- 
est-run show on the boards, is 
about to reach the two-year mark 
with ample vitality left; over $30,- 
000. 

“Rat Race,” Barrymore (4th wk) 
‘CD-1,066; $6). Has been getting 
satisfactory business, with the 
large advance sale and theatre 
party bookings a possible factor; 
almost $23.000. 

“South Pacific,” 
wk) ‘M-1.659; $6). Invariably gets 
all the house will hold at every 
performance; bettered $50,600 
again. 

“Texas, L'il Darlin,” Hellinger 
(8th wk) (M-1,543; $6). Anthony 
Brady Farrell offering is back to 
profitable operation and appears 
set for a moderate run; $28,700. 

“That Lady,” Martin Beck (8th 
wk) (D-1,214; §4.80). Katharine 


(100th | 


Majestic (41st. 


Cornell closes the historical drama 
next week and will go on tour; 
about the same at $16.300. 

“The Father,” Cort (9th wk) 
(D-1,064;« $4.80). Strindberg re- 
vival had a few profitable weeks, 
bul was knocked over by the pre- 
Christmas slump and faiied to re- 
cover; closed Saturday night (14) 
after 69 performances; finale reg- 
istered nearly $11,000 

“Touch and Go,” Broadhurst 
14th wk) (R-1,160: $6). George Ab- 
bott production improved with the 
field; $26.000. 

“Velvet Glove,” Booth (3d wk) 
(D-712; $4.80). Rose with the ris- 
ing trend: bettered $10.400. 


“Where's Charley?” St. James 
(65th wk) (M-1,509; $6). Ray Bolger 
starrer also increased its b.o. pace; 
$34,000. 

Openings 

“Alive and Kicking,” Winter 

Garden R-1,519: $6). Musical 


presented by William R. Katzell & 
Ray Golden, opened last night 
(Tues.); production cost $200,000 
to bring in, breaks even at $26,000 
and can gross $42,000. 

“Cocktail Party,” Miller (C-940; 
$4.80). Play by T. S. Eliot, pre- 
sented by Gilbert Miller and Henry 
Sherek; opens Saturday night (21); 
production cost $40,000, can op- 
erate for approximately $14,000 
and will have a capacity of $21,500. 

“Dance Me a Song,” Royale (R- 


1,035; $6). Intimate musical pre- 
sented by Dwight Deere Wiman; 
opens Friday night (20); cost $175,- 


000 to bring in, 
000 and will have a 
$32.000. 

“The Enchanted,” 
990; $4.80). 
adapted by 


can get by at $21,- 
capacity of 


Lyceum (D- 
Piay by Jean Giradoux, 
Maurice Valency, pre- 
sented by David Lowe & Richard 
Davidson; opens tonight ‘Wed.); 
cost $60,000 to bring in, will have 
an operating nut of $14,000 and a 
capacity of $22,500. 

“The Man,” Fulton (‘D-966; 
$4.80). Play by Mel Dinelli, pre- 
sented by Kermit Bloomgarden, 
opens tomorrow night ‘Thur.); pro- 
duction cost $53.000. breaks even 


at $10,000 and can gross $23,000, 


Future Dates 

“Design for a Stained Glass Win- 
dow,” Jan 23, Mansfield; “Happy 
Time,” Jan. 24. Plymouth; “Devil’s 
Disciple,” Jan. 25, City Center; “As 
You Like It,” Jan. 26, Cort; “Mr. 
Barry’s Etchings,” Jan, 31, 48th 
Street; “The Innocents,’ Feb. 1, 
Playhouse; “Arms and the Girl,” 
Feb. 2, 46th Street: “Old Beat-Up 
Woman,” Feb. 9. possibly at Coro- 
net. “All You Need Is One Good 
Break,” Feb. 9: possibly at Broad- 
way; “Come Back, Little Sheba,” 
Feb. 15, possibly at Golden. 


‘Okla! 0.K.$26,900, 
US.AL 356, LA. 


Los 
“Oklahoma!” is 
bloom to the 





Angeles, Jan. 17. 
adding a lttle 
legit garden with a 


good first week at the Biltmore 
and a heavy advance sale for the 
next two. Show is here for th 


third time, with Ridge Bond an 
Patricia Northrop heading the east. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Honest John,” Las Palmas (388; 
$3) ‘3d week). Healthy $4,000; 
holding another week. 
“Inside U. S. A.,” Philharmonie 
Aud. (2,670; $3.60) (4th week), 
_ Fine $35,000, in fourth week. 
“Kitty Doone,” Circle Playhouse 
(150; $2.40), Okay at $1,200. 
“Oklahoma!,” Biltmore, (1,636; 
$3.50). Excellent over $26, 900, 


‘DINNER’ 206, DETROIT; 
“GOOD NEWS’ 386 IN 5 


Detroit, Jan. 17. 
“The Man Who Came to Dinner® 
brought a good $20,000 to the Casg 
last week. Play starred Monty 
Woolley. Current play is “Yes, 
M’Lor@,” in for a week. 
Light 





| Meanwhile, the Civic 
Opera production of “Good News’ 
did a fair $38,000, despite bowin 
out of star Sonny Tufts because o 
iliness and fact it had only fiv 
performances rather than usu 
six. Current production is Allan 
Jones in “Chocolate Soldier. 
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Plays Out of Town 


Design for a Stained 
Glass Window 


Boston, Jan. 11. 

Jack Segasture (in association with OBS 
Productions) production of drama in two 
acts by William Berney and Howard Rich- 
ardson. Stars Martha Scott. Scenery, cos- 
tumes and lighting by Stewart Chaney. 
Directed by Ella Gerber. At the Wilbur, 
Boston, Jan. 10, ’49; $3 top. 
Henry Maye . Neil Fitzgerald 
William Clitherow Chuck Nolte 
Tom Prior James Debson 
Anne Tesh Carroll McComas 
Robin Flemming ; Ralph Clanton 
Margaret Clitherow .. Martha Scott 
John Clitherow Charlton Heston 
Judge Clinch A. Winfield Hoeny 
Father Marsh os John McKee 
First Guard ......... Donald Barton 
Second Guard.. Winston Ross 
Third Guard Tom Walsh 
Little William 
Sally 
Henry Clitherow 
Peter Van Lynch 
Robert Hurleston 


Joseph Fallon 
Kathleen Roland 
David Rosen 
Donald Rose 
Harry Mehaffy 


Like its title. “Design for a 
Stained Glass Window” is interest- 
ing but impractical. It seems to be- 
long in the byways of the art the- 
atre rather than in the highly com- 
petitive rialto of Broadway. 

The play, by the authors of “Dark 
of the Moon,” sets forth the solemn 
story of Margaret Clitherow, an 
historical figure of the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth who chose martyr- 
dom rather than renounce Catholi- 
The plot develops slowly 
around the fact that Margaret, born 
a Catholic and now spiritually dis- 
turbed as an enforced Protestant, 
marries the religiously disinterested 
John Clitherow. John’s brother Wil- 
liam becomes a priest, is fatally 
wounded by the Queen’s men, and 
dies in her arms, an event that re- 
turns her to the Catholic church. 
In the meantime a rejected suitor, 
further injured when John gets his 
governmental post, turns against 
her and prosecutes the events that 
lead up to her martyrdom. 

Although the idealized married 
romance of John and Margaret is 
emphasized at the beginning, and 
although the play develops con- 
siderable dramatic force toward 
the end, it remains an extended and 
sincere dissertation on religious 
freedom. That this is an urgent 
message at any moment in history 
no one denies, and all the auspices 
are here, that is to say handsome 
Elizabethan costumes and sets, and 
superb acting by Martha Scott, 
Ralph Clanton as the rejected sui- 
tor, Charles Heston as John, Chuck 
Nolte as the brother, and John Mc- 
Kee as a priest. 

But in the end the play remains 
as static as a stained glass window. 
An audience, though sympathetic 
with Margaret and John, and aware 
of the importance of the theme, re- 
mains largely aloof. For the mar- 
tyrdom of Margaret Clitherow, un- 
like that of Joan of Arc, is not a 
subject that has touched, for cen- 
turies, the popular imagination. 
Without this background of popular 
knowledge of the subject the audi- 
ence, hearing of the nature of the 

lay, merely shrugs and_ stays 

ome. So whatever the artistic 
value of “Design for a Stained 
Glass Window,” its commercial fu- 
ture seems negligible. Elie. 


ism. 


Mr. Barry’s Etchings 
Cleveland, Jan. 16. 


Brock Pemberton production of comedy 
by Walter Bullock and Daniel Archer 
in three acts. Stars Lee Tracy: features 
Vicki Cummings, Scott McKay. Directed 


by Pemberton and Margaret Perry; set- 
tings by John Root, costumes by Mar- 
garet Pemberton. At Hanna, Cleve., Jan. 
16, ’50; $3.70 ton. 

Evelyn Taylor.......... Gaye Jordan 
Bud Wijenski Michael Foley 
oS eS Ruth Hammond 


> Ae ee 

Carrie Stanwich ......... 
Marvin Pritchard 
Adolph Griswold.... 


Lee Tracy 
Amy Douglass 
Gene Blakely 
Frank Twedell 


Sam Jordan ......William Gibberson 
Sawbuck Sam......... Richard Carlyle 
ea a er nee Pee William Sharon |, 
a rer George Ives 
Gabby Trp eer Howard Whitfield 
Fifty Ferris .......+..... Vicki Cummings 


Tom Crosby 
Grover Dayton ......... 
Kenneth Plunkett.. 
Understudy 


Dort Clark 
Tom Reynolds 
Helen C. Mayon 





As the first playwrighting effort 

Walter Bullock and _ Daniel 
both with Hollywood back- 
grounds, “Mr. Barry’s Etchings” 
displays better possibilities for 
films than it probably will have on 
Broadway. Their comedy about a 
talented, eccentric artist, who be- 
gins etching $50 bills as a hobby 


of 
Archer, 
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ATTENTION EQUITY! 


Equity members (with cards) receive 
a 10% discount on all checks during 
week days at Greenwich Village’s 
most unusual cocktail lounge. 
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135 MacDougal Street, New York 
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/that runs away from him, 
'erately amusing in spots but the 


Scott McKay | 


is mod- 


ingenious idea dribbles away in 
skimpy action. 
Lee Tracy in the lead role, one 


well suited for him, puts most of 
the humor in a play that could use 
more of it. Dialog in general is 
brighter than some of the fanciful, 
leg-pulling situations after the 
artist, in an impulsive moment, de- 
cides to give away $207,000 in his 
counterfeit bills to people who need 
a helping hand. Playing combined 
role of Santa Claus, Robin Hood 


and Don Quixote, he secretly sends | 


homemade loot to a war veterans 
hospital, a historical society and 
helps a crusading lawyer become 
mayor of a small politics-ridden 
town. 

Half-century notes are perfect in 
all but one respect. Ulysses S. 
Grant’s dour face on them is given 
a new smile by the whimsical 
etcher. Yet they fool everybody 
but T-Men and a gang of counter- 
feiters headed by a Mae Westian 
gun-moll. Latter has a sneezing 
allergy to paper money which she 
literally smells out. She traces the 
hot dough to its creator by posing 
as a Life reporter wanting to write 
about the bankrupt town put on its 
financial feet by a mysterious bene- 
factor. 

While the second act introducing 
pro counterfeiters has an extremely 
fanciful twist, it’s tied together 
with more passable farce than the 
anti-climactic finale. The quick- 
witted artist turns the tables on 
the hijackers, who want him to 
join the gang, with a toy machine 
gun in a burlesqued scene heavy 
with laughs. When the T-Men 
finally step in to nab everybody, 
authors desperately ring in a crack- 
pot film producer who offers to buy 
the artist’s fantastic life-story and 
redeem all bogus bills as a publicity 
stunt. It’s such a transparent wind- 
up, as phony as the $50 notes, that 
it*may have to be completely re- 
vamped. 

Tracy is breezy and agreeable, 
but thin scenes often sag when he’s 
offstage. Vicki Cummings handles 
the beautiful gangleader with a 
quick, brittle touch. Ruth Ham- 
mond makes the most of the role 
of Tracy’s nervous, motherly sister. 
Scott McKay, good-looking film 
actor, is okay as a-T-Man who de- 
velops a yen for the artist’s sister, 
played in routine ingenue fashion 
by Gaye Jordan. Amy Douglass as 
a busybody antique dealer, and 
Richard Carlyle, comic as an antic 
gangster, are best in minor roles. 

” Pull. 





Play on Broadway 











The Corn Is Green 


N. Y¥. City Theatre Co. (Maurice Evans, 
artistic supervisor) presentation of drama 
in three acts (five scenes), by Emlyn Wil- 
liams. Stars Eva Le Gallienne, features 
Riehard Waring. Production executive. 
George Schaefer; assisted by Herman 


Shumlin. Setting and lighting, Peter 
| Wolf; costume director, Emeline Roche. 
At N. Y. City Center, Jan. 11. ’50; $3 top. 


| John Goronwy Jones ...Gwilym Williams 
| Miss Ronberry... ...Carmen Mathews 
| Swe MEOPTIS. 2. .55.5.. Billy James 
Sarah Pugh Gwyneth Hughes 


Groom George Bleasdale 
Squire eeceuaere Robin Craven 
ES OR Eva Leonard-Boyne 


Darthy Hinkley 
Eva Le Gallienne 
Paul Anderson 
Richard Waring 
Sherman Lloyd 
Richard Deane 
Louis Hollister 


Bessie Watty 
Miss Moffat — 
Robbart Robbatch eka 
Morgan Evans 
Glyn Thomas 
John Owen... 
Will Hughes 
Old Tom Ernest Rowan 
Others: O. Tolbert-Hewitt, Jeanne Beau- 
vaig, Betty Conibear, Olive Dunbar, 
Arlouine Goodjohn, James Goodwin, Sal- 


ly Hester, Cavada Humphrey, Kayton 
Nesbit’ Louise Severn, Robinson Stone, 
Dafyd.. Thomas, Peggy Turnley, Gloria 
Valborg. 


For the second bill in its four- 
play, eight-week series under Mau- 
rice Evans’ artistic supervision, the 
N. Y. City Theatre Co. offers a 
tasteful, effective revival of “The 
Corn Is Green,” a Broadway hit of 
the 1940-41 season. With the stag- 
ing assistance of Herman Shumlin, 
who produced and directed the 
original, and with Eva Le Gal- 
lienne and Richard Waring in the 
leading roles, it is an engrossing, 
enjoyable show. 

The Emlyn Williams drama re- 
mains plausible. And while the 
present performance loses some of 
the assets of the original, it has 
compensating qualities and comes 
across as . convincing and at times 
moving show. Miss Le Gallienne’s 
brisk playing of the inspired, in- 
domitable schoolteacher adds a re- 
freshing touch, though her _per- 
formance lacks the star impact that 
Ethel Barrymore gave the origi- 
nal production. Waring, who cre- 
ated the character of the young 
scholar, has grown as an actor 
since then, and brings new dimen- 


.sion and authority to the role. 


Of the other principals, Eva 


Leonard-Boyne is properly vigor- 


ous as the housekeeper with a 
past, Darthy Hinkley doesn’t en- 
tirely overcome the urge to over- 
act the part of the brat, Bessie, 


! 

| while Carmen Mathews gives an- 
other of her admirably solid per- 
formances as the palpitating Miss 
Ronberry. Gwilym Williams is ac- 
ceptable as the meek Mr. Jones, 


and Robin Craven is rightly fatu- | 


ous as the Squire. In general, the 
performance overcomes the faulty 
acoustics of the vast house. Peter 
Wolf's efective setting doesn’t ap- 
pear to have been marred by the 
limited budget. 

“Corn” plays 13 performances 
through Sunday night (22), after 
which Shaw’s “The Devil’s Disci- 
ple” and “Phe Heiress” will be pre- 
sented for similar runs. Hobe. 





Current Road Shows 


(Jan. 16-29) 
“All You Need Is One Good 
Break”—Locust, Phila. (16-28). 


“Arms and the Girl’—Shubert, 
Bost. (16-28). 

“As You Like It” 
(16-21). 

Ballet 
Highschool, 
Hau. & €. 


—Nixon, Pitt. 


Theatre Technica! 
Omaha (16-17); Music 
(18-21); Aud., Spring- 
field, Mo. (23); Forum, Wichita, 
Kan. (24); Chief, Colo. Spgs. (25); 
Macky Aud., Boulder, Colo. (26); 
Aud., Denver, Colo. (27); Capitol, 
Salt Lake City (28). 

Ballets de Paris — Opera House, 
Bost. (16-21); Shubert, Phila. (23- 
28). 

“Barretts of Wimpole Street”’— 
Royal Alexandra, Toronto (16-21); 
Nixon, Pitt. (23-28). 

“Blossom Time”—Great 
ern, Chi. (16-28). 

“Brigadoon” — Colonial, Bost. 
(16-21); Metropolitan, Providence, 
R. I. (23-24); Klein Memorial, 
Bridgeport, Conn. (25); Horace 
Bush Aud., Hartford, Conn. (26-28). 

“Come Back Little Sheba’— 
Playhouse, Wilmington, Dela. (26- 
28). 

Cornelia Otis Skinner—Curran, 
S.F. (16-21). 

“Death of a 
langer, Chi. (16-28). 

“Design for a Stained Glass Win- 
dow”’—Wilbur, Bost. (16-21). 

“Detective Story’—Blackstone, 
Chi. (16-28). 

“Diamond Lil’—Ford’s, Balto. 
(23-28). 

“Goodbye 
Chi. (16-28). 

“Happy Time”’—Plymouth, Bost. 
(16-21). 

“Harvey” 
(16); Palace, 
S. Bend (18); 
Wayne (19); 
Bloomington 

O. 


North- 


My Fancy’’—Harris, 


— Michigan, Lansing 
Flint (17); Palace, 

Quimby Aud., Ft. 
Indiana VU. Aud., 
(20-21): Fa irbanks, 
Springfield, (23); Victory, Day- 
ton, O. (24-26); Coliseum, Evans- 
ville, Ind. (27-28). 

“Inside U.S.A.”—Mayfair, 
land (16-21); Metropolitan, 
tle, Wash. (23-28). 

“Kiss Me Kate’’—Shubert, Chi. 
(16-28). 

“Lend An Ear’—Shubert, N. H. 
(23-28). - 

“Light Up the Sky”’—Stude- 
baker, Chi. (16-28). 

“Madwoman of Chaillot’—Shu- 
bert, Phila. (16-21); Plymouth, 
Bost. (23-28). 

“Man Who Came to Dinner’— 
American, St. L. (16-21); Lincoln, 
Decatur, Ill. (23); Orpheum, Spring- 
field, Ill. (25); Rischer, Rockford, 
Ill. (26); Parkway, Madison, Wis. 
(27-28). 

Maurice 
Phila. (17-21); 
28). 

“Merry Widow’—Forrest, 


(16-28). 

“Mister Roberts” — Lyceum, 
Mpls. (16-24); Davidson, Milwaukee 
(27-28). 

“Mr. 
Cleve. 
(23-28). 

“Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep” 
—Grand, London, Can. (23-28). 

“Oklahoma!” — Biltmore, L. A. 
(16-28). 

“Old Beat-Up Woman’’—Shu- 
bert, N. H. (19-21); Wilbur, Bost. 
(23-28). 

“Philadelphia Story”—Metropoli- 
tan, Seattle (16-21); Temple, Ta- 
coma, Wash. (23); Mayfair, 
land, Ore. (25-28). 

“Private Lives” — Coliseum, 
Evansville, Ind. (16); Ryman Aud., 
Nashville (17); Memorial Aud., 
Louisville (18-19); Murat, Indpls. 
(20-21); American, St. L. (23-28). 

San Carlo Opera Co. — Opera 


Seat- 


Schwartz — Walnut, 
Colonial, Bost. (23- 


Phila. 


Barry’s Etchings’’—Hanna, 
(16-21); Erlanger, Buffalo 


House, Bost. (23-29). 
“Streetcar Named Desire” (No. 
1)—Empire, Syracuse (16-18); Aud., 


Rochester (19-21); 
dra, Toronto (23-28). 
“Streetcar Named Desire” (No. 
2)—Ford’s, Balto. (16-21); Shrine 
Mosque, Richmond, Va (23-28). 

Webster-Shakespeare—Memorial 
Hall, Chapel Hill, N. C. (16); 
Aycock Aud., Durham, S. C. (18); 
Boyden Highschool, Salisbury, 
N. C. (19); Armory Aud., Charlotfe 
(21); Palmer Aud., Montevallo, 
Ala. (23): Presser Hall, Decatur, 
Ga. (24); Community _ theatre, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. (25); Ryman 
Aud., Nashville, Tenn. (26-27). 
“Yes, M’Lord’—Cass, Det. (16-. 
1); Walnut, Phila. (23-28), 


Royal Alexan- 


Salesman”—Er-. 


Port-_ 


Port- 


‘GLASER DEAL TO TOUR 


NY. SYMPH FALLS THRU 


Deal for Joe Glaser‘s Associated 
Booking Corp. to handle the N. Y. 
Philharmonic Symphony this spring 
on a two-week tour has fallen 
through, with pop outfit unable to 
secure satisfactory bookings. 

Plan was frankly an experiment, 
Glaser hoping to sell the longhair 
outfit in halls and areas the orch 
usually doesn’t cover. Bookers, 
however, would have had to sell 
the orch at ety $6,000 and 
$8,000 a concert, and price was 
found too steep. Symphony board 
had also insisted that the $60,000 
touring cost be paid in before the 
tour started, with half of this due 
in January. 





Viennese Ballet Ensemble 
Set for 50 One-Nighters 


The Viennese Ballet Ensemble, 
directed by its founder-choreog- 
rapher Greta Wiesenthal, arrived 
in N. Y. last Friday (13) for a tour 
of the U. S. under Sol Hurok’s 
management. Mme. Wiesenthal is 
a noted dancer of former years, 
making her first visit to America. 
Her group of five dancers, consist- 
ing of Wilna Kostka, Lia Warner, 
Eva Bernhofer, Erika Krize and 
| Angela Wolf, do interpretive Vien- 
nese dances. 

Group is set for about 50 dates, 


























all of them one-night stands. Tour 
(started yesterday (17) at Olean, 
N. Y., and will run till the end 
of March. 

‘Girls’ Qui 

iris Quits 

Continued from page 49 = 

Also, the show’s initial engage- 


ment at the Winter Garden, N. Y., 
involved a fall-walls deal for the 
theatre, so the house did not share 
in the high grosses. That meant 
the producer would have made a 
killing if “Girls” had earned a 
profit. But even as it was, Todd 
got a substantial income from his 
share of the author royalties, for 
having worked on the book during 
the road tryout. 

“The Father,” which also folded 
Saturday night at the Cort, N. Y., 
involved a loss estimated at about 
$30,000. The Strindberg revival, 
costarring Raymond Massey and 
Mady Christians, was budgeted at 
$35,000 and was brought in for 
approximately that, exclusive of 
about $9,000 in union bonds. The 
show was presented by Richard 
Krakeur and Robert L. Joseph, who 
did the adaptation. Joseph is a 
son of New York City controller 
Lazarus Joseph. Associate pro- 
ducer was film exhibitor Harry 
Brandt. Theatre textile exec Joe 
Maharam put up the coin for the 
bonds. 

Among the backers of “The 
Father” were Richard Brandt, 
Harry’s son, $500; film director Leo 
Brecher, $5,000; trade paper pub- 
|lisher Jay Emanuel, $2,000; radio | 
producer. Mildred Fenton, $1,000; 
Joe Marine, in charge of tickets | 
for the N. Y. Yankees baseball 
team, $3,000; theatrical accountant, 
David Shewitz, $1,750; Mrs. Mar- 
shall Field, $1,000; theatre program 
publisher Arthur Klar, $1,000; dis- 
play sign executive Jacob Starr, 
$2,000; attorney Anna M. Rosen- 
berg, $2,000; film exhibitors Ed- 
ward Rugoff and Arthur Rapf, 
' $3,500 each. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama). 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta), 





“Bird Cage” (D)—Walter 
& Lars Nordenson: 
man, director. 

“Come Back Little Sheba” (C)— 


Fried 
Harold Clur- 


Theatre Guild; Daniel Mann. di- 
rector 
“Consul” (MD)—Chandler 
Cowles & Efrem Zimbalist, Jr.: 
Gian-Carlo Minotti, director. 
“Devil’s Disciple” (CD) —N_ Y. 


City Theatré Co.; Margaret Web- 

ster, director. | 
“Innocents” (D)—Cookson Pro- 

ductions; Peter Glenville. director. 
“Wisteria Trees” (D) — Joshua 

Logan & Leland Hayward: Logan 

_ director. 





COL. PACTS MEN OF SONG 

The Men of Song have been 
signed by Columbia Artists ‘Met. 
for a tour with Metroplitan Opera | 
tenor Charles Kullman. 

Group is an eight-man. vaude- 
nitery unit comprising four white 
‘and four negro singers, 





San Carlo Opera Co. Sued 
_ By Tenor, Who Claims 
He Was Refused Work 


Tenor Octavio Valentini last 
week won the right to bring his 
breach of contract suit against the 
San Carlo Opero Co. to trial when 
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Hecht 
declined to dismiss the action on 
motkon of the defendant. The 
singer charged that the opera com- 
pany refused him work and failed 
to pay him a stipulated weekly 
salary and prevenied 
him from gaining a reputation. 

Valentini bases his action on an 
alleged July 13, 1944 agreement 
whereby the San Carlo Co. prom- 
ised to hire him for leading tenor 
roles over a_ three-year period 
Pact guaranteed him a minimum 
weekly salary of $125 for the first 
season for each week the organiza- 
tion presented performances. In 
the event at the end of the year 
he had not earned $1,500, the com- 
pany would make up the differ- 
ence. Wages for the ~ sega. 
two years under the ticket wer 
scaled slightly higher, 

In contesting the suit, 
Carlo Co. maintained the 1944 
agreement wasn’t an employment 
contract. Justice Hecht held other- 
wise, but ruled that any damages 
due Valentini must be fixed at a 
trial. 
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B’way “Assisting i in Preem 


Of Columbia U ‘Barrier’ 


Broadway figures strongly 
the world-preem of a new music- 
drama, “The Barrier,” at Brander 
Matthews theatre, Columbia U 
N. Y. tonight (18). Muriel Rahn. 
who sang the lead in “Carmen 
Jones,” will enact the chief role 
in the work, which is a study in 
race relations. Langston Hughes 
wrote the book, and Jan Mevyer- 
witz the music. Pauli Fimer, a 
lead in “Song of Norway,” Robert 
Goss and Mattiwilda Dobbs take 
other main roles. 

Play is the joint production of 
Columbia Theatre Associates an: 
Columbia Opera Workshop. petix 
Brentano is staging, with musical 
direction by Prof. Willard Rhodes; 
sets and costumes by H. A. Con- 
dell, of the N. Y. City Opera Co. 


Blackstone $5,800 in 6, 
‘Blossom’ 8G in 4, Indpls. 


‘Indianapolis, Jan. 17 

Blackstone drew a tepid $5,800 
in six shows at a $2.40 top at the 
Murat here Jan. 8-11, opening with 
two Sunday performances. “Blos- 
som Time” pulled out with a fair 
$8,000 in four performances at $3 
top Jan. 12-14. 

Advance is good for “Private 
Lives,” Jan. 20-21, but better for 
“Mister Roberts,” set for week of 
Feb. 13. After that, legit lookout 
here is dark. 


‘ Ol ° 
Man’ 856, Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 17. 

Kermit Bloomgarden’s “The 
Man,” took it on the chin last week 
at the Nixon, barely getting $8,500 
despite ATS- Theatre Guild sub- 
scription backing. Critics unani- 
mously rapped show. 

Nixon currently has Katharine 
Hepburn’s “As You Like It,” geis 
Susan Peters in “Barretts of Wim- 
pole Street” next week and after 
that has nothing definitely set _un- 
til week of Feb. 20, when “Mad- 
woman of Chaillot” comes here. 


in 


? 











' Bard 4G in 2, Richmond 


Ritinend. Jan. 17. 

Margaret Webster Delieeseare 
Co. drew a $4,000 gross at the 
Mosque, Wednesday (11), with 4 
matinee performance of “Taming 
of the Shrew” and night presenta- 
tion of “Julius Caesar.’ House, 
which seats 4,627, was scaled at a 
$2 top with student tickets in tie 
balcony at 50c. 

Plays created wide _ interest 
among prep schools and colleges, 
with students arriving in chartered 
buses from all sections of the state. 


SCHWARTZ $9,800, TOR. 





Toronto, Jan. 17. 
Maurice Schwartz in Sholem 
Aleichem’s “Yosele, the Nightin- 
gale,” plus a Saturday (14) night 


performance only of Jacob Gor- 
din’s “God, Man & Devil,” did a 
bad $9,800 at the Royal Alexandra 


| (1,525), scaled at $3.60 top. Single 


closing performance of “God, Man 
& Devil” did close to $1,800. 

Schwartz claim is that Yiddish- 
\speaking audiences are steadily 
dying out; 15 years ago, he was 
_ doing 48 weeks in New York, now 
‘he’s doing nine, 
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N. ¥. Times to 5c 

Under pressure of increased pro- 
duction costs, the N. Y. Times will 
{increase 
tly. : 
org th disclosed, but the Times 
js scheduled to make an Official 
snnouncement on the step tomor- 
row (Thurs.) or Friday. The Times 
was the last holdout among New 
York's standard-sized dailies 

against the nickel price. 
Latest step was foreshadowed by 


LVULCSHuauUY 
the recent boost of the paper's 


| 
| 


| decided the books were protected | 


| 
| 


| the exception rather than the rule. } 
$3,000,000 a year into TV, and last 


suburban rate from 4c to 5c. Un-) 


der new price schedule, the Times 
will be a uniform 5c for the whole 
U.S. The Sunday edition will re- 
main unchanged at 15c. 


Life, Time Changes 
Life mag’s entertainment divi- 
sion has made some changes. Joe 
Kastner, who formerly headed all 


the show biz departments, has been | 


made overall text editor, with Tom 
Prideaux replacing him. Prideaux 
previously confined his work to 
theatre coverage. 

A change was also made on 
Life’s sister mag, Time. 
Bernstein, who previously did the- 
atre and film news, has added pic 
reviewing to his chores. He takes 
over from Manny Farber, who 


Judge Bok in the right when he 


by State and Federal constitution- 


its price from 3c to 5c/|al guarantees of free speech and 
Date of the price hike has free press. 


In his decision, Judge Bok had 
said: “The power of a State to 
abridge freedom of speech .. . is 


and the penalizin 
ances of a defined character must 
find its justification in a reason- 
able apprehension of danger to 
organized government.” 

The appeal was taken against 
Judge Bok’s decision by the Phila- 
delphia district attorney’s office 
at the request of church groups 
and ministerial associations. 


even of utter- 


CHATTER 
Daniel Eastman now on editorial 
staff of Henry Holt & Co. 
Fred Beck joined the Pageant 
imag staff as West Coast editor. 
Harry Sions and wife, Louise Lux, 
associate editors on Holiday, to 


| Haiti, Jan. 27, for three weeks on 


Lester | 


exited as mag’s film critic. Farber ' 


was formerly with the New Repub- 
lic and Nation, Louis Kronenberger 
remains as Time’s legit appraiser. 


Dismiss Hume Suit Vs. Hearst 


A libel action brought against 
the Hearst Corp. by Alexander 


Douglas Hume and his wife was 
dismissed last week in N. Y. su- 
preme court by Justice Thomas 
Hecht. The Humes claimed that 
a feature in the N. Y. Sunday Mir- 
ror headed “The Auditor Who 
Took Another’s Name—and $400.- 
000.” libeled them and _ violated 
their respective ciyil rights. 
Article in dispute .referred to a 
swindler who posed as Hume when 
in the employ of the William T. 
Knott Co., operators of a chain of 
department stores. In its opinion 


the court pointed out that the 
story continuously referred to 
Hume throughout a whole page 


before noting a Toronto police in- 
vestigation which showed that the 
real Hume was a major in the Ca- 
nadian army on active duty abroad. 
Granting Hearst’s motion to dis- 
miss for legal insufficiency, Justice 
Hecht held that “read as a whole, 
including the headlines, as it must 
be. it is clear that the article was 
not written of and concerning 
either of the plaintiffs and that it 
did not libel either of them.” 
Court also tossed out the Humes’ 
claimed invasion of their civil 
rights since the “‘references to the 
plaintiffs in the article consisted of 
dissemination of news and matters 
of general interest and are not 
claimed to have been fictional.” 


Holiday’s D. C. Issue 

Holiday devotes the entire Feb- 
ruarv issue to Washineton, this be- 
ing the second time the magazine 
has turned over an entire issue to 
a single subiect. April. 1949. is- 
sue was devoted to New York City. 

A general article on Washing- 
ton is written by Joel Savre. 
Others include “Mr. President,” by 
Jonathan Daniels; “The Congress,” 
by Milton MacKaye; “The Supreme 
Court.” by Max Lerner; “The 
Press.” by A. J. Liebling; and 
“Tourist Washington,” by John 
Horne’ Burns. There are also 
smaller articles. 





Screen World Skedded 

Daniel Blum, editor of Theatre 
World, a seasonal summary of le- 
kit production, is undertaking a 
similar chore in films, with a 256- 
Page compilation of pictures 
turned out during 1949. The book. 
labeled Screen World. is scheduled 
for Greenberg publication in 
April. 

Blum recently signed a five-vear 
contract with Greenberg for pub- 
lication of both the film and legit 
books. He's also doing a pictorial 
ee of the theatre from 1900- 


Judge Bok Upheld in Book Raids 

lhe Pennsylvania superior court 
in an opinion written by the en- 
tire court upheld the action of 
Judge Curtis Bok, in Common 
Pleas Court here, who last year 
tossed out a series of indictments 
on obscenity charges that had 
grown out of a vice-squad raid on 
midtown book shops and involved 
such well known authors as James 

Farrell and William Faulkner, 
#mong others. 

Disregarding the issue of 
Whether the books in question 
Were in fact “obscene, lewd. lasciv- 
‘ous. filthy, indecent and disgust- 
ng. as they were termed during 
the trial, the appellate court found 


‘sity, Oxford, O., Jan. 29. 


story assignment. 

Book Digest, which hits the 
stands Feb. 28, will be edited by 
Malcolm Cowley, Fletcher Pratt 
and Manuel Komroff. 

Irving Kolodin, former music 
critic for the New York Sun, ap- 
pointed music editor of the Satur- 
day Review of Literature. 

St. John Publishing Co. last 
week acquired Magazine Digest 
from Murray Simmons of Toronto, 
publication’s former publisher and 
editor. 

Martin Abramson, freelance 
writer, formerly with the defunct 


N. Y. Star, penned piece for Coro- 
net mag on Circus Saints and 
Sinners. 


Julius Tannen, former ‘‘Chatter- 
box” of vaudeville, is editor of the 
film and theatre section of 
“Brotherhood Week” edition cur- 
rently being prepared by The 
Voice. 

Top literati switch in San Fran- 
cisco is surprise moveover of Herb 
Caen, top S. F. Chronicle colum- 
nist, to Hearst’s Examiner, with col- 
umn debuting in that sheet Feb. 5. 

William B. Hart, who recently 
shifted from the American Maga- 
zine to Red Book, is senior editor 
with the latter mag. Lilian Kas- 
tendike remains as Red Book’s fic- 
tion editor. 

Marjorie Lawrence's “Interrupt- 
ed Melody,” story of the dramatic 
soprano’s life and reminiscences 
of other opera stars, being publish- 
ed this month by Appleton-Cen- 
tury-Crofts. 

Charles Saxon, director of spe- 
cial projects for Dell Publishing 
Co., named editor of Dell’s Mod- 
ern Screen mag. He replaces Wil- 
liam Hartley who resigned to re- 
turn te freelance scrivening. 

Marvin Pierce, president of the 
McCall Corp., will be given honor- 
ary doctor of laws degree at the 
first formal midwinter commence- 
ment exercises at Miami Univer- 
He is an 
alumni. 

Cyril Clemens, kinsman of Sam- 
uel L. Clemens, is seeking ma- 
terial for the official collection 
of Mark Twain letters and anec- 
dota. Info should be sent to the 
Mark Twain Quarterly, Webster 
Groves, Mo. - 

Hearst newspapers in Chi are 
spearheading a drive for repeal of 
the 20° excise tax with full page 
editorials and messages. In addi- 
tion to copy, papers are printing 
placards and also bearing cost of 
forms to be distributed in hotels, 
nightclubs and theatres for patrons 
to use. 

“The Writer’s Book,” presenta- 
tion of the Authors Guild, with 40 
scribes offering advice on the writ- 
ing trade, to be published Feb. 1 
by Harpers. Rex Stout, Paul Gal- 
lico, John Hersey, Niven Busch, 
Erik Barnouw, Harold Freedman 
Richard Lockridge are among the 
contribs. 


| TV-Radio Spree | 


Continued from page 1 ==! 


(Lucky Strike and Pall Mall), 
Camel and Old Gold are strictly in 
the TV bigtime, yet in not a single 
instance has a_ cigaret client 
pulled in its horns on radio spend- 











ing. The past year, in fact, has 
found Vincent Riggio’s American 


Tobacco operation, R. J. Reynolds 
(Camel), Liggett & Myers (Chester- 
field). and P. Lorillard (Old Gold) 
indulging in unprecedented AM 
coin splurging, with no sign of a 
letup in the coming semester. 

By the same token, P & G, with 
its $20,000,000 a year investiture 
in radio programming, shows an 
increasingly healthy regard for 


the, 


|video, having already made the 


programming plunge and estab- 
lished choice time franchises on 
its multiple spot campaigns. Yet 
it does not contemplate withdraw- 
ing a single dollar from its radio 
budget. 
Lever’s Spread 
A couple 


prexy, revealed that his 
company, which spends about 
$15,000,000 a year in radio, would 
channel an additional $2,000,000 to 


week put its video foot forward by 
pacting Ilka Chase to a Thursday 
night video show on CBS on behalf 
of its Harriet Hubbard Ayer sub- 
sidiary operation. (Lever is also 
represented in tele with “The 
Clock”). But Luckman will stand 
pat on his radio lineup, including 
such top-rated stanzas as ‘“‘Lux 
Radio Theatre,” “Amos ’n’ Andy,” 
Bob Hope, etc. In fact, Luckman 
wouldn’t mind expanding in radio 
if he could grab off Phil Harris 
from Rexall. 

General Foods, another in the 
bracketed AM client field, is con- 


tinually expanding in video 
(“Aldrich Family,” “Goldbergs,”’ 
“Mama,” ete.) but is equally 


alerted to radio’s continuing im- 
pact, with no signs of diminishing 
AM returns. 

Among the heavy goods indus- 
tries, automotives and allied ac- 
counts, such as Texaco, Cities 
Service, Gulf, Auto-Lite, Firestone, 
etc., are right behind the cigaret 
sponsors in total annual billings. 
Lincoln-Mercury, Ford, Chevrolet, 
Oldsmobile are in the bigtime TV 
picture. Buick, which cancelled 
out on “Olsen and Johnson,” wants 
in again and is currently explor- 
ing the TV show marts for a suit- 
able re-entry. Packard, too, wants 
in. 

Because of TV’s demonstration 
potentialities, the refrigeration- 
television combines (Admiral, 
Philco, Westinghouse, General 
Electric, Emerson, RCA, Crosley) 
are pouring ever-increasing money 
into tele bankrolling and, like auto- 
motives, represent, for the most 
part, ‘new money,” since they, too, 
were strictly in-and-outers as far 
as radio bankrolling was con- 
cerned. 








House Reviews 


Continued from page 48 Qo 











Fox. St. Louis 


this burg in three years easily cops 
the heaviest mitt. Bhe “Strolling 
Troubador” strumming his guitar 
with nonchalance whams_ over 
“Séems Like Old Times,” “Dear 
Hearts and Gentle People,” “Tip 
Toe Through the Tulips” and en- 
cores with “Through Rose Colored 
Glasses” and “Bye Bye Blackbird.”’ 

John Paul Lebel, diminutive 
tenor who scored so heavily last 
week is held over and is runnerup 
to Lucas with his interp of “Make 
Believe,” “Indian Love Call” and 
“| Can Dream, Cant i7” Joe 
Schirmer. band’s banjoist supplies 
more musi¢e with a red hot “Bugle 
Call Rag” that won heavy applause. 
Frank Panus, the vet maestro and 
the tooters also cored with a Rom- 
berg medley. 

Bill opens with Tally and Dex- 
ter, standard bar act. In second 
slot is June and Martin Barrett, a 
young, fresh couple who execute 
some swell tapstering and the gal, 
a looker, also tosses in some classic 
stuff that won the mob. 

Mariam Seabold offers a toe bal- 
let in addition to a toe samba and a 
jitterbug dance that is high class 
stuff. Roy Douglas is a clever 
ventriloquist with some nifty chat- 
ter and highlights act by dueting 
“That Old Gang of Mine” with the 
dummy. He also has a knack of 
switching voices with the dummy 
and the seat warmers loved it. The 
Four Willys, two gals and two lads 
have a fast juggling act and al- 
though only Indian clubs and 
hoops are used they uncork some 
novel stuff that is climaxed when 
the gals, perched on the shoulders 
of the bovs who balance themselves 
atop ladders toss a dozen clubs in 
the air simultaneously. Its a slick 
act and copped a merited hand. 

Biz good at session caught. 

Saliu. 


Orpheum, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 

Wells Bros. ‘3), Cooper Sisters 
(2), Rubu Ring, Hal Sherman, 
Evers & Dolores, Andrini Bros. 
(2), Bob Hall, Will Mastin Trio, 
featuring Sammy Davis, Jr.: Rene 
Williams House Orch (10); “Girl's 
School” ‘Col). 

The two Andrini Bros. give the 
current week’s vaude bill a nice 
class touch to polish the other- 
wise standard layout. Brothers are 
deft string-twangers, one on guitar 
and the other with an ancient 


t 


weeks. back Charles 
|Luckman, the showminded Lever 
' Bros. 


‘of intelligence. 


++ 


$ SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Crazy Hill, Ga., Jan. 13. 


One of the things I feared would happen if I kept working on 
Scully’s Psychiatric Word Book has happened. I suddenly developed 
a psychiatric symptom. 

It was a wild sort of mental block but there it was. Each time I tried 
I went right past the letter “G.” I would start from the beginning and 
when I finished I’d sense a gap somewhere. I tried typing the alphabet. 
The machine got to “F” all right but the next letter it typed was “H.” 


Not until I was near the end of the project did the memory gap 
begin to close. So I went back and repaired the alphabetical oversight. 

I could, of course, claim I was suffering from a genotypic neurosis, 
but the fact is I have no ancestors worth blaming for a thing like this. 
Nevertheless, I’m glad I backtracked. “G” brought out a lot of inter- 
esting psychoses. I even solved what caused so many Hollywood 
characters who consider themselves geniuses. You'll find the expla- 


sure, 


nations under “G 

G-Factor—A psychoneural element based on the two-factor theory 
Common to producers who say to critics, “I’m not 
makin’ pitchers for dopes like you but for the general public and people 
of taste.” 

Galeophebia—Morbid fear of cats: also called ailuophobia. Common 
to practically everybody in the picture business on sighting a chatter- 
writer slinking into a studio. 

Galton Bar—An instrument devised to determine visual linear 
tance. On the Sunset Strip this visual linear distance becomes 
visual after a few drinks at the Mocambo (a rival bar to Galton’s) 
a couple of Alcoholics Anonymous proceed to slug each other 
thereby lose their anonymity in Lincoln Heights jail. 

Galton Whistle Delusion—An apparatus for producing high-frequency 
tones. Worn by Social Register singers whose voices can’t be heard. 
Their agents claim they are singing above the Galton whistle, and they 
have a pitch beyond audibility. The agents assure producers their 
voices will come out when the picture hits such high places as Denver, 
Santa Fe and the mountains of Tibet. In the Margaret Truman syn- 
drome. : 

Gamophobia—Psychoneurotic fear of marriage, not to be confused 
with gals who pitch for long-skirt styles because their gams can’t stand 
the light of day. 

Ganglion—A cluster of nerve cells lying outside the brain. 
Goldwyn’s idea of what a spindly young man is. 

Ganser’s Syndrome—A behavior met with in prison psychosis and 
characterized by senseless answers. Also called the nonsense syndrome. 
Common to quiz programs and stars being interviewed by Lolly Parsons. 

Gastrea Theory—Haeckel’s idea that multicellular animals are de- 
scended from a gastrea similar to what occurs in early embryonic de- 
velopment. Believed also to be the ancestor of the story conference. 

Gatophobia—Neurotic fear of cats as opposed to the morbid fear ex- 
pressed in galeophobia.. Common to stars who have been burned more 
than once by sharing confidences with chatter-writers. 

Gavage—-The process of feeding by means of a stomach tube. Also 
used to describe pictures made of such materials. But good. 

Gene Mutation—A discreet change in term cells involved in the pro- 
duction of a hereditary character. In Hollywood the term is erroneously 
believed to be derived from Hersholt’s change as a greasy gambler in 
“Stella Dallas” to the country doctor of the Dionne phenomenon. Any- 
way the Gene mutation helped Hersholt sell tobacco and enriched his 
practice by $30,000 a year. 

General Intelligence—The capacity of a human or even a subhuman 
organism to respond to new situations on the basis of past experiences. 
Mostly subhuman since 1942, due to the low intelligence of generals 
who fought the war as technical advisors to Hollywood’s idea of combat 
pictures. 

Genetic Psychology—Psychology which stresses the raeial develop- 
ments Gf mental systems. In Hollywood confused with those who aie 
always in a hurry. Producers who say, “Let's cut the psychology and 
get to the chase.” 

Genius—in psychology there are several definitions of genius. Orig- 
inally the word referred to one of superior mental ability, especially 
superior in invention or origination, in such fields as music, painting 
or mathematics. It implied a hereditary derivation, with an intelli- 
gence quotient of 140 or above. But in Hollywood the term became so 
debased that even a producer with an !.Q. of 102 assigned to a remake 
of “The Perils of Pauline” was hailed as a genius by those’ whose jobs 
depended on whether the picture could make a split week as the lower 
half of a double-feature in a neighborhood theatre. 

Genotypic Neurosis—People who blame their nervousness on their 
ancestors. In the Barrymore syndrome. 

Geophagy—People who eat earth, cloth. clay or other similar sub- 
stances on seeing their producer drive into the studio behind a $1.65 
cigar, well-rested from a short vacation of 16 months at Sun Valley. 

Gephyrophobia—Morbid fear of crossing bridges or being near bodies 
of water. People who perpetually say “We'll cross that bridge when 
we come to it” are usually suffering from geophyrophobia as well. 

Gerodermia—Premature wrinkling of skin and thinning of 
Common to actors who go to bed too late and get up too early. 
the toupee syndrome. 

Gestalt—A German school of psychology which maintained that men- 
tal experiences should not be siudied separately but as units. Its dis- 
ciples argued that the organism always reacts as a whole, no matter 
how specific the stimulus, and have a new crop of pants-kickers and 
rug-jerkers to support their position. 

Gesture Language—A system of communication using visual symbols 
of the hands or other members of the body. Some of this gebarden- 
sprache has become more vulgar around studios than French postcards. 
Outstanding psychotic offshoot was the case of the Yesman who kept 
making a circle of his thumb and index finger in approval of almost 
everything around the studio. Then one day he went crazy, mistook the 
circular symbol for a doughnut, bit into it and died of auto-indigestion. 
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mandolira, and they sell a catalog 
of Latunes that go over strongly 
with the hard-to-please customers. 

The Will Mastin Trio is one of 
vaude’s top dance acts, but it isn’t 
proving it this week. Featured tap- 
per, Sammy Davis, Jr., devotes too 
much time to his only fair imper 
sonations instead of keeping up 
the footwork. Trio should switch 
back to its former routining and 
inject only a smattering of the im- 
personations. 

Veteran Bob Hall, in seven-spot 
comes on spouting his rhymes to 
music and at show caught had an 
earthquake for competition. Bal- 
cony did a fast rhumba but there 
were no walkouts topside. How- 
ever, quite a number took to the 
street from the lower floor and, 
as quake wasn’t felt on-stage, Hall 
was startled to see so many vanish- 
ing customers in the middle of his 
turn. 

Evers & Dolores, tricky wire dan- 
cers, are tops in their field. Nifty 


splits, toe dancing and other bal- 
ancing comé over excellently and 
earn good response. There’s plenty 
of sight appeal in the act, too. 
Dolores decks herself cut in scanty 
costumes to displa’ naturak form 
on the tightwire. 

The two Cooper Sisters clown 
around with songs and, other than 
being a bit too cute at times, their 
vocal gymnastics get over neatly. 
Best is a Spike Jones-type ‘‘Cock- 
tails for Two.” Acrobatic dancer 
Ruby Ring is a human pretzel who 
sits on her head while running 
through a= standard routine of 
twisters. Show opener is the acro- 
batic bar act of the three Wells 
Bros. It gets over well. Hal Sher- 
man spends too much time on fee- 
ble patter and not enough at his 
pleasing hoofing, so his returns are 
only moderate. 

Firstrate musical support for 
this week's bill comes from Rene 
Williams and his 10-man pit crew. 

Brog. 
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conductor Wilhelm Furtwangler 


Broadway for a pic about a big symphony 


Comedian Jack Pearl’s father re- | °rchestra. 
eovering from an operation. 

: —s a i, Albert 
ewin in town from the Coast. : ; 
E. R. Leibert appointed Girector | Semen, cutht i es * 

of public relations for Town Hall.| *Tench actor 


j play the lead in Moliere’s “Tar- 
Pn tans vin ie. ohn. | tuffe” in Berlin’s Renaissance the- 


son _atre, heading a French cast. 
Nellie Revell entered Park East | ee 
hospital last week for an eye op-| : 
eration. India 
Kelcey Allen, Women’s Wear) By N. V. Eswar 
legit critic, recuping at home from pjisk sales have shown tendency 
to drop lately. : 
Metro assistant film director 


recent operation. 
Gus Eyssell, boss of the Music 

Hall, off to Florida last Friday on Roup, here in India with “Kim” 

two-week vacation. ; unit, arrived in Madras in advance 

_Ethel Barrymore pulls into of troupe to take temple scenes. 

Gotham today (Wed.) for a stay As part of cultural festival held 
at Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Bom- 

bay, an English play, “Summer's 


until th® end of the month. 
Russell Emde, RKO _ division 

Fury,” written by James Brough- 

ton, was staged. 


manager for New York a d New 

Jersey, laid up last week w.ch strep 

throat. Since Red occupation of China 
number of scrolls of Mandarin 
songs were secretly flown .to Cal- 


rect a German-English-Italian ver- 
sion pic on the Holy Year. Italo- 


Bernard E. Zeeman, assistant 
treasurer of Columbia Pictures In- 


a celebrated 25th wed- cytta where records have been 
ing anni. iness resulting is con- 
Jack Mills, prez of Mills Music, i = . 

off to Toronto Monday (16) on a Madras Gemini studio chief 


semi-annual Canadian business jun- 
ket. He’ll be away a week. 

Elizabeth Winston, longhair press 
rep, appointed public relations 
counsel for Sicily by the Italian 
National Tourist Bureau. 

Mrs. Katherine Noel Parker in 
New York to become director of 
films and promotion for the Brit- | 
ish Information Services, N. Y. 

Harry Kosiner, sales rep for Ed- | 
ward Small, left New York for the | 
Coast over the weekend for a se- 
ries of huddles with the producer. 

Irving Spector, animator and | 
writer for Famous Studios of Para- 
mount, has joined the faculty of 
City College of New York’s recent- 
ly enlarged Institute of Film Tech- 
niques. 

Hoagy Carmichael staying over 
in New York after attending the 
preem rendition of his first long- 
hair composition, “Brown County 
Autumn,” at Carnegie Hall Monday 
night (16). 

Joseph Kaufman, indie  pro- 
ducer, sailed for Europe yesterday | 
(Tues.) on the America to roll 
“ll Get You for This” in Britain 
and France. George Raft will star 
and is also associate producer. 

Arthur L. Mayer, former chief 
of the American Military Govern- 
ment’s film branch in Germany, 
reporting today (Wed.) to the New 


S. S. Vasan plans trip to America 
to obtain equipment for producing 
color films in India, and also ex- 
plore possibilities for exploitation 
of English versions of his own pic- 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 

Dan Iacampo, former owner of 
suburban Glenside theatre, took 
over Palm Room of Plaza hotel. 

Lexington Casino is now playing 
name acts for weekend show, with 
Monica Lewis set for Jan. 27-28. 

Vassar College Alumnae here 
took over preem of “Les Ballets 
de Paris” at Shubert, Jan. 23, for 
benefit of Vassar scholarship fund. 

Eileen Joyce, English concert 
star who appeared with Philly 





last spring, guested with symph 
|at concerts here and in Carnegie 
Hall. 


of WIP, is serving on dinner com- 


is speaker. 

The Poor Richard Club’s annual 
dinner leaned heavily on TV for 
entertainment at show and ban- 


York Film Council on the role of, quet at Bellevue-Stratford. Video | 


| was represented by Morey Amster- 
dam, Jack Carter, Earl Wrightson, 
Junie Keegan and Lanny Ross. 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 


pix in re-educating Germany. 

Harold Robbins, statistician at 
Universal and author of “The 
Dream Merchants,” novel on the)! 
film industry, guest lecturer to- 
morrow evening (Thurs.) at the 
Dramatic Workshop’s film wing. 

Cinema lodge of B'nai B'rith | 
staging its annual Anti-Defamation | , : ‘ 
League meet tomorrow evening TU in Scotland ai 
(Thurs.) at the Hotel Astor. Ben-| March 27. 
jamin Epstein, ADL’s  national|, Stanley Preston, 
director, speaking on the current 
fight against anti-Semitism. 

Joseph Friedman, Columbia’s 
former managing director in 
Britain; film actress Nadia Gray, | 
the Ian Hunters, and Albert Night- | 
ingale, general manager of the|bursh Feb. 21 
D’Oyly Carte Opera Co., arrived Barrie classic goes to Glasgow 
yesterday (Tues.) on the Maure-| Feb. 28 
tania. 

Loew’s theatre exec Benjamin) 
Fielding (formerly New York City Feb. 
license commissioner) 
Mayor William O’Dwyer as secre-| burgh. | ; 
tary to a 20-man committee set up| Surprise hit of Scots Christmas 
to plan a survey of city government | Season shows, “The Tintock Cup, 
to further its economy and ef- Will run to Feb. 25, giving Glasgow 
ficiency. 


brated his 80th birthday. 


revue dancing act, 
summer season at English resorts. 
Margaret Lockwood due in Edin- 





with George Lacy, may extend to 
18, creating record panto- 


run. Edgar Wallace’s ‘On the 
| Spot” follows. 
Alastair Sim due 


Chicago ‘Feb. 13 in 


Dick Powell and wife, June Ally-| play, “Mr. 





latest James Bridie 
Gillie,’ previously 


gon, in town last week for preem ititled ‘“‘The Village Schoolmaster.”’ | 
|Glynis Johns, Ronald Squire and | 


of his ““Mrs. Mike.” 

Franchot Tone will make p. a. | Michael 
with opening of his ‘“Man On Eiffel | piece, 
Tower” at Palace, Jan. 25. | Feb. 6 

Peggy Ryan and dancing part- | 
ner Ray MacDonald will go to’ 
Dublin for St. Patrick’s Day and ' 
preems of their film “Shamrock.” | 

Joe Shea leaves in advance of) 
“Detective Story,” which ends run | 
here Jan. 28. Elinor Randel will | 
not tour with show. Patricia_ 
Canty will replace. 


Gough skedded 
“The 


in new 
Way Things Go,” 


Portland, Ore. 


Freddie Towne heading Clover 
Club. ‘ 

Loi of dates cancelled this week 
because of blizzard. 

Skitch Henderson a Janzten 

: ».| Beach Ballroom next Friday. 

NY publicity pie ay sagen Pied Pipers inked into Amato’s 
dress "Publicity Club of Chicago , Supper Club for a three week date. 


on “Motion Pictures Is My Busi-/|,, Mills Brothers open at Music 
ness” Jan. 26. He is la mid- Hall Supper Club for a two-week 


west, and is scheduled to speak '®.,.. ‘ 
on same subject to Kiwanis and Eddie Mack opened his own 
Rotary Clubs in Aurora, Rockford "ight spot in Eugene, Oregon. Club 
and Princeton, Illinois this month. “4S formerly Cascade Club. 
Capitol resumes vaude_ policy 
soon. Vaudpix combo stopped 
there last summer after 20 years. 
Sarah Churchill and Jeffery 
Lynn in “Philadelphia Story” 
inked into Mayfair starting Jan. 25. 
Beatrice Lillie and Lew Parker 
in “Inside VY. S. A.,” set for May- 


Germany 


By George F. Gaal 
Beniamino Gigli to tour 
many. 
Actress Ida Wuest cleared by a 
denazification commission in Ber- 


Ger- | 


in. | week. 

Carl Froehlich’s production com- Beatrice Lillie and Lew Parker 
any moved from Duesseldorf to 
roettingen. 


-Paul Gordon negotiating with vance seat sale near seout. 





| Douglas Sierck, American, to di- 


Orch on its tour of Great Britain | 


Benedict Gimbel, Jr., president | 
mittee for National Conference of | 


Christians and Jews in Harrisburg, | 
| Feb. 18. Henry Luce, of Time mag, | 


Carl Rosa Opera Cc. open spring | 
Edinburgh | and had to charter plane to bring | 


manager of | date. 
Lyceum theatre, Edinburgh, cele- | 


Stewart and Mathew, top Scots | lilah” far in advance of its Penn pany biz, ” 
booked for | date. tow ‘ 
in “Peter Pan.” | of Lee Tracy’s “Mr. Barry’s Etch- | 


Run of “Queen of Hearts” panto, | 


named by Mime run at King’s theatre, Edin- 


| Citizens’ Theatre a 10-week record | 


in Glasgow | 


fair for eight shows starting next at radio station XEW after a Cen- 


in “Inside U. S. A.” opened 5-day lombia 
stand at Mayfair this week. Ad-| here — for Mexican pix. 


\ 


manager here, now a top pic pro- 


ducer, will make six pix this year. 


London E tt Hoagland, the original 
: + Le . vere oa a 
Al Daff in town on quickie prior Ciro’s orch leader, making shorts 


to continental checkup. poe : ic 
Ernest G. Roy, chief of Nettle-| f°! video at Churubusco Pp 
James Upshaw and Lydia Kur- 


fold Studios, plans a visit to the | Studios. 
hae the He de France pina, ballroom dancers, topping at 


i i der six - wee 
Broadway actress Iris Hall mar- kine ter aeeai 
ried in Lendon to John Buchanan | 


McAuslan. She is planning to iy. | a 
Kansas City 


‘in a new West End play shortly. 
By John Quinn 








Ella Retford, vet vaudevillian, | 
taken ill during her appearance in| 
pantomime at Palace, Newcastle, | 
and since confined to hospital. 

Lawrence Wright has booked 
Buster Shaver, Olive, George and 
Richard to return to his North 
Pier revue at Blackpool for sum- 
mer. 

“The Third Visitor,” now in its 
seventh month at the Duke of 
York’s, is being filmed by Eros 
with Sonia Dresdel and Guy Mid- 
dleton as starrers. 

After operating from temporary 
premises at the Savoy Hotel, the 
London tent of the Variety Club 
moves into a permanent setup 
Feb. 1, in Dover Street. 

S. Golt has taken over as chief first K. C. date. 
executive of the Board of Trade| Mike Barry, long-time film ex- 
films division, succeeding G. White,| hib here, retired last Thursday 
who has moved over to the price (12) on his 74th birthday, after 53 
control section of the Ministry. years with Gas Service Co. Had 

New James Bridie play, “Mr. held interest in several theatres 
Gillie,” has pre-London opening in while on job. 

Glasgow, Feb. 13. Cast is — 
by Alistair «Sim, Janet rown, 
Megs Jenkins and ch McLeod. Cleveland 

Three recently appointe eon | 
directors have joined the board of By Glenn C. Pullen 
Odeon Associated Properties. They! _ “Ice Follies” checks into Bud 
are Sir Robert Watson Watt, E. R. Rand’s Arena Jan. 19. 

“Ballet de Paris” booked by Pal- 


Crammond and Col. Archibald 
ace for Feb. 13 as first ballet attrac- 


Christie. 
Al Margolies here to study the tion it ever offered. 
Henry 


U. S._publicity for “Captain Ho- 

ratio Hornblower” which Warners Skyway Club, following Hy Baron 

is lensing at Elstree with Gregory crew which moved back to Alham- 

Peck as starrer and Raoul Walsh pra Club. 

megging. ss Walter Bullock and_ Daniel 
P. C. 49,” one of the BBC’s top Archer due here this week to give 

‘features, is shortly to tour in their new~- comedy, “Mr. Barry's 


her week at Orpheum here with a 
vaude date in Evansville. 

The Metro-Tones, off of Arthur 
Godfrey talent show, playing at 
Eddy’s restaurant for fortnight. 

Jimmy Nixon, Orpheum man- 
ager, suffered cracked ribs after 
a tumble on ice in front of the- 
atre. 

Isaac Stern’s guest spot with the 
Philharmonic Orch Jan. 2425 
marks third straight 
| schedule here. 

The Three Suns hosting town’s 
disk jocks and press at party in 
Famous restaurant as memento of 


vaudeville, opening early March ftchings,” starring Lee Tracy, the 
for Moss Empires with Brian once-over. 
Reece, -Leslie Perrins and Joy Horace Heidt and troupe doing 


Shelton, the air stars. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
Barbara Bardo off for Pueblo, 
'Colo., to join Gene Autry’s troupe. 

Lucille and Eddie Roberts and 
Ann Crowley heading new show at 
the Monte Carlo. 

Dave Silverman, RKO exchange 
manager, and his wife celebrated 
their 21st wedding anni. 

Hilary Bogden, WJAS announc- 
er, recouping from surgery in 
; Washington, Pa., hospital. 

Shirley Eckl back into “Kiss Me, 
Kate” in N. Y., after being out 
couple of months with bad knee. | 

Al Morgan missed regular flight | 


benefit show for Possibilities Un- 
| limited, Ine., local non-profit or- 
ganization formed to help ampu- 
| tees, at Civic Auditorium Jan. 29. 

/ Russ Rowan, who handles Hol- 
lenden’s Vogue Room _ account, 
made veep of Koehl, Landis and 
Landan office here. Succeeds Abby 
Landis, who is going to N. Y. with 
national ad agency. 

Intimate by-monthly revues with 
guesti-stars will be newest wrinkle 
at local Variety Club, Tent No. 6, 
beginning Friday (20). Chief Bar- 
ker Irwin Shenker appointed Sid 
Friedman to handle shows for 
members. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 


“Annie Get Your Gun” will re- 


| Paramount has sent Bill Blake | turn to Brisbane early this year. 


here to exploit “Samson and De-' ing director, in Batavia on com- 


‘him here from Chicago for Copa | 


Many of Gaye Jordan’s ed gd a hit in 


went up to Cleveland for opening Dave Marti 


“Love 


n. 
Shell Oil will make about six 


Po It's the local gal’s first | local pix for 16m use in the non- | 
Laurence Olivier’s “Hamlet,” | Commercial ee 


- Stratford-on-Avon Players 
which played a roadshow engage-| ,,. F : ih 6 : 
| ment year ago at Loew’s Ritz, has | 0K@Y run in Brisbane with “Much 





been booked back into 800-seat | jiamson 
downtown house for another run,|; yc’ 
at reduced _— this time, and) ‘ : 
continuous showings instead of « seaeshian 390 
two-a-day. It reopens next Thurs-' Pe al —— 
av ( ; * 

day (26). Original engagement of Bob Dyer, who originally came 


“Hamlet” at Ritz wasn’t too good. | here with the Marcus Show. is 


| playing in revue for Harry Wren at 
| King’s, Melbourne. 

Kroger Babb, of Hallmark Pro- 
/ductions, will make second visit 


Williamson will send a 


by. local author 


Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 


with pic “Prince of Peace.” 

Norman B. Rydge, head of 
Greater Union loop, will visit New 
Zealand next month with Here Mc- 
Intyre, head of Univergal-Inter- 
national here. 


nitery here. 

Lazarus Constantine booking pix | 
for his north central Mexican cir- | 
| cuit. 
| Silvia Pinal, pie actress, and 
| Rafael Banquells, stage actor, mar- 


ried. Clifford Mollison looks set for a 

Chelo Villarreal, Mexican) /ong run with “Is Your Honey-, 
dancer, back from a European ™oon Really Necessary?” at the 
tour. Princess, Melbourne, for the Ful-' 


Fernando de Fuentes, top pic !er-Carroll combo. 
producer, gravely ill of heart | ee 
trouble. | 


Conductor-composer. Carlos Cha- | 


vez, decorated by the Belgian | Barcelona | 


government. | ' By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis | 


Catalina D’Erzell, pic scripter Professor Alba, Jr., at the 
and newspaper woman, died after Bodega nitery with Ju-Li-San. 
a long illness. Tony Canary, legit comedian, | 


Richard. Tompkins, manager of big draw at the Talia theatre. 
Churubusco pic studio, vacation-| Legit actor Ernesto Viches in 
ing in the U. S. from Argentina after absence of 
Andre Lasky booked Helene 14 years. He intends working in 
Emee, French thrush, for radio Barcelona and Madrid. 
station for three weeks. Dandy Bros. at the Rigat nitery. 
Oscar Brooks banqueted' on Josephine Premice in Spain for 
election as veepee of the Mexican the first time, at Rio nitery. 
pic producers group. America Mendoza, star at the 
Chela Campos, singer, resumed Arnau theatre of the legit musical, | 


“De la Rambla al Paralelo,” filling 
the house to capacity daily. | 

Gloria Lasso with her guitar or-. 
chestra at the Ritz nitery. Also'| 
dancer Maruja Herrero and Trio | 
Frediani, acrobats, 


j 


tral and South American tour. 
Alfonso Laserna Pinson, top Co- 

cinema chain operator, 

ex-Par assistant 


Jesus rovas, 


Penny Singleton following up| 


season on 


George orch shifted to | 


Tivoli, Melbourne, for | 
did 
Ado” and “Macbeth” for J. C. Wil- | 


stock unit into the sticks to play | 


La Cita (The Date) newest class to Aussie next month in connection | 


ey 


Hollywood 


Harry Popkin laid up with virus 
infection. 

Lina Romay in town after a 
stage tour. 

Herbert Brenon celebrated his 
70th birthday. 

Dashiell Hammett in from N. y, 
on script writing job. 

Gertrude Lawrence leaves soon 
for vacation in Florida. 

Danny Kaye planed to Miami for 
stand at the Beachcomber. 





Clark Gables returned from 
their Hawaiian honeymoon. 

Jack and Mary Benny cele. 
brated their 23rd wedding anni. 

Dezi Arnaz sustained scalp 


wounds when his car skidded into 
fence. 

Bob Hope cancelled a series of 
personal appearances on doctor's 
orders. 

Mrs. Dean Martin hospitalized 
with a spinal injury after fall 
downstairs. 
| Charles P. Skouras named “Man 
of Year” by Beverly Hills B'nai 
B'rith Lodge. 

Judy Garland resumed work in 
“Summer Stock” at Metro after 
' siege of laryngitis. 

Fred W. Jackman = awarded 
‘plaque by American Society of 
Cinematographers. 

Jack Carson drew an award for 


|his work in behalf of the National 


| Safety Conference. 

| Victor Saville returned from 
| India where he filmed location se- 
quences for Metro’s “Kim,” 

Louis B. Mayer hosted 4 dinner 
to open $500,000 campaign for 
benefit of Cedars of Lebanon hos- 
pital. 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 

Moishe Oysher into Kitty Davis’ 
Jan. 18. 

Jack Irving. Chi AGVA topper, 
spent week here working on local 
office affairs. 

Tony Martin into Club Boheme 
|star spot Sunday (15). He plays 
Beachcomber later in season. 

Mrs. Harvey Stone in town to 
supervise publicity for her hus- 
band’s Copa City opening, Jan. 27. 

Carmen Miranda and _ mate, 
David Sebastian, at Lord Tarleton 
while she fills Copa City engage- 
ment. 

Emile Boreo here, and still ail- 
ing. After stay at local Mt. Sinal 

Hospital’s AGVA room, he checked 
into local hotel. 

Tommy Dorsey and orch played 
March of Dimes benefit Tuesday 
(17) at Dinner Key auditorium, on 
way to Havana date. 

Danny Kaye, Georgia Gibbs, 
| Dunhills, Buster Burnell and June 
| Taylor line comprise new show at 
| Beachcomber this week. 


| Martha Raye headlines new show 


/at Five O’Clock Club on Feb. 3, 
'with spot’s name changed to 
Martha Raye’s Club. She’s in on 


: | guarant rc 
Nick Pery, Col’s Aussie manag-|* ee and percentage 


Gertrude Lawrence trained to 
Chicago Monday (16) after winding 


‘up in Warner Bros. “Glass Menag- 


erie.” -She’ll fly from there to 
Florida to meet her husband, Rich- 


‘ard Aldrich, Broadway producer. 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 
Mare (“Green Pastures”) Con- 
‘nelly a Town Hall speaker on 


“What I Have Learned From the 
Theatre.” 

Pianiste Evalyn Tyner takes fort- 
night’s recess. from long term 
Statler hotel engagement to do 
stint at Riviera, Palm Beach. 

Show biz will be asked to go 
down the line to entertain several 
thousand Republicans expected to 
jam Uline Arena Feb. 6 for the 
annual Lincoln Day celebration. 
This year, the party will be a box 


‘supper affair at $1 a head, to pro- 


vide sharp contrast to the Demo- 
crats’ $100 dinners. This will be 
one of hundreds of Lincoln Day 
ee throughout the coun- 
ry. 





South Africa 


By Joe Hanson 

“That Midnight Kiss” (M-G) did 
best biz of pix showing over holi- 
days. 

Harry Watt, British film direc- 
tor, paying return visit to South 
Africa. 

W. H. G. Norris appointed gen- 
eral manager of African Film Pro- 
ductions, Ltd., in place of Joseph 
Albrecht, who joins board of direc- 
tors. 

Florence Desmond, impersona- 
tor, to do South African tour In 
January. Others inked for con- 
cert tours in near future include 
Jose Iturbi, Yehudi Menuhin and 
Black Watch Brass Band. 


Most powerful broadcastins 
transmitter in Southern Africa now 
operating in Salisbury, Rhodes!a; 
15 kilowatt set is twice as powerful 
as Lourenco Marques. 
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© Porry Como’s “CHESTERFIELD SUPPER CLUB” 
© fd Sullivan’s “TOAST OF THE TOWN’ 
© Milton Borle’s “TEXACO STAR THEATRE” 
® Jack Carter’s “GAVALCADE OF STARS” 
--+-THS 1S. SHOW BUSRESS 


Sense 








BEVERLY CLUB, NEW ORLEANS 
THUNDERBIRD, LAS VEGAS 
CLUB CARNIVAL, MINN. 
CHICAGO THEATRE, CHICAGO 
STUDIO, GALVESTON, TEXAS 
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